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This  voluine  originally  appeared  in  the  year  1853. 
It  met  with  such  a  cordial  reception  that  the  first 
edition  was  Boon  exhaueted. 

In  compliance  with  the  repeated  eolicitationa  of 
friendS)  the  author  revised  his  work,  and  omitted  Boine 
passages  for  the  pnrpose  chiefly  of  redncing  its  bulk 
and  bringing  it  more  generally  within  the  reach  of 
pnrchaaera.  The  second  edition,  thne  improved,  was 
published  in  1856,  and  sold  bo  rapidly  that  it  baa  been 
ont  of  print  for  some  time. 

The  demand  for  the  hook  continues,  but  the  author 
is  no  longer  here  to  prepare  the  third  edition.  On  the 
Ist  of  April,  1878,  he  was  called  to  his  reward,  leaving 
behind  him  the  memory  of  a  learned,  virtuous  and 
Eealous  priest. 

Besides  what  was  in  the  second  edition,  the  present 
volume  contains,  in  an  appendix,  a  summary  of  the 
history  of  the  Sisters  of  Charity  since  the  death  of  the 
venerated  Foundress  of  the  Order,  and  the  general 
statistics  of  the  Province  of  the  United  States  for 
the  year  1878,  Thus  supplemented,  the  "  Liife  of 
Uother  Seton"  is  again  presented  to  the  public. 


THE  PUBLISHBita 


Feast  of  the  Puhieioatioh,  1879. 


EXTRACT 


PREFACE  TO  THE  FIEST  EDITION. 


It  cannot  De  denied  that  the  memoiy  of  Mrs.  ScUid  ia 
justly  deserving  of  public  record.  The  eminent  qualttiea 
witfa  which  nature  had  endowed  her,  enhanced  as  they 
were  by  study  and  reflection, — her  peculiarly  religious 
temperament  and  strict  fidelity  in  dischai^ng  the  various 
duties  of  social  and  domestic  life,  although  living  amid  the 
distracting  and  enervating  influences  of  the  beau  monde, — 
the  remarkable  circumstance  of  her  conversion  to  the 
Catholic  faith,  in  defiance  of  the  most  formidable  obstacles 
that  could  be  thrown  in  the  way, — lastly,  the  extraordinary 
design  of  Providence,  by  which  she  became  the  institntrix 
and  first  superior  of  a  society  whoso  members  are  now 
spread  over  every  portion  of  the  United  States,  for  the 
honor  of  religion,  the  instruction  of  youth,  and  the  relief 
of  suffering  humanity, — are  considerationa  which  appeared 
long  sinee  to  require  a  more  estonded  notice  of  her  than 
had  yet  been  given  to  the  public.  There  are  few  stations 
in  life  affording  an  opportunity  for  the  eserciae  of  female 
usefulness  that  she  did  not  adorn  by  her  virtues.  In  the 
various  relations  of  daoghttr,  wife,  and  mother,  she  may  be 
advantageously  proposed  ia  a  model.  In  the  ordeal  which 
the  was  forced  to  encounter  for  the  suecessful  investigation 
of  religious  truth,  and  in  the  subsequent  practice  of  the 
dnUes  which  it  imposed,  she  displays  an  example  which 
may  not  be  unprofitable  to  those  who  a 
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aminiDg  tlie  doctrinea  of  Catholicism,  as  well  as  to  ttiode 
vlio  alreodj  believe  them.  In  the  third  place,  her  re- 
nuDciation  of  the  world  for  Christ's  sake,  and  her  zealous 
efforts  to  fonu  and  mature  the  adujiruble  institution  whose 
benevolcDt  and  heavenly  influence  is  now  so  widely  felt, 
offer  a  variety  of  edifying  iooideutA  interesting  to  nil  who 
rejoice  at  the  triumphs  of  Christian  faith,  but  especially  to 
her  spiritual  danghters,  who  are  the  inheritflrs  of  her  virtue 
and  reap  the  blessings  of  her  generona  piety. 

The  information  embodied  in  this  volume  relative  to 
Mis.  Seton  baa  been  collected  altogether  from  original 
und  cotemporary  papers,  embracing  the  autograph  lettera 
and  other  writings  of  herself  and  thoHe  who  corresponded 
with  her,  and  from  the  manuscript  of  verbal  etatcinenta 
respecting  her  and  her  family,  and  the  Institution  of  ilie 
Sisters  of  Charity,  furnished  by  numerous  individuals  who 
were  intimately  acquiunted  with  bcr,  and  some  of  whom 
have  witnessed  the  progress  of  the  society  whieh  she 
fovnded  from  its  origin  to  the  present  day. 

In  the  construction  of  this  narrative,  I  have  quoted, 
whenever  it  was  practicable,  Mrs.  Seluu's  own  words,  in 
order  to  render  it  as  much  as  possible  an  autobiography,  and 
thus  present  n  more  lifelike  portraiture  of  her  character. 

In  Donclusion,  I  ofTcr  this  volume  to  the  public,  with  the 
hope  that  in  rescuing  from  further  oblivion  or  destruction 
the  memorials  of  a  personage  who  has  rendered  such  im- 
portant services  to  religion  and  society  as  Mts.  Seton,  I  may 
have  contributed  in  some  degree  to  the  st«ck  of  useful 
literature,  and  done  something  toward  promoting  the  cause 
of  piety  and  general  edification.  These  considerations,  I 
truBt,  will  claim  for  the  imperfections  of  the  work  tha 
indulgent  criticism  cf  the  reader. 

Tbe  Author. 

PisisvtLLE,  Md.,  Novemhtr  1,  I8S2. 
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£liza  Ann  Bayley  was  bora  in  the  city  of  New  York, 
on  the  28th  of  Aagnfit,  17T4,  nearly  two  years  before  the  de- 
olaration  of  American  independence.  She  was  the  younger 
of  two  daughters,  the  only  children  of  Sr.  Richard  Bayley, 
by  bis  first  marriage  with  Catharine  Charlton.  Her  parents 
irere  both  Americans  by  birth,  nnd  of  reapeotable  standing 
in  society.  As  the  sequel  will  show,  her  father  was  a  man 
;>f  Btrong  mind  and  liberal  education,  and  rose  by  his  gc- 
oiUB  &nd  industry  to  an  eminent  nmk  in  the  medical  pro- 


fiasion.'"  Her  mother  was  the  claughf^r  of  an  Rpis'eo- 
palinQ  clorgymaD,  and  a  sister  of  Dr.  Chnrlton,  a  niu[;li 
respected  physician  of  the  daj.  Miss  Baylcy  had  not  yet 
completed  her  third  year,  when  death  deprived  her  of  her 
maternal  parent,  whose  vigilant  and  afFcctionete  care  was 
BO  deairable  a  proteution  at  that  tender  age.  She  suffered 
this  bereuveiuent,  however,  too  early  to  estimate  the  eitent 
of  her  loss;  and  all  her  affections  aa  she  advanced  ia  life 
became  centred  in  her  father.  Upon  him  devolved  en- 
tirely the  guardianship  of  her  youth  and  the  subsequent 
care  of  her  ednoati on— duties  which  engaged  his  earnest 
and  nnocasing  attention.  Though  compelled,  by  the  tender 
age  of  his  daughter,  to  depend,  in  a  great  measure,  on  the 
fidelity  of  others  for  the  attentions  which  her  situation  ro- 
qnired,  he  never  ceased  to  exercise  an  immediata  and 
watchful  superintendence  over  her  welfare,  and  to  evince  at 
all  times  that  affectionate  solicitude  which,  however  impera- 
tively demanded  by  the  absence  of  maternal  care,  was  pecu- 
liarly congenial  t^}  hia  elevated  and  benevolent  nature.  The 
political  troubles  which  at  this  period  agitated  the  country, 
in  its  violent  stru^lo  for  independence,  was  another  con- 
sideration which  tended  to  strengthen  the  bond  between  the 
parent  and  the  child.  Great  Britain  and  the  colonies  were 
now  at  open  war  with  each  other,  and  the  city  of  New  York 
participated  largely  in  the  danger  and  confiision  which  such 
eyonta  naturally  produce.  The  English  troops  having  en- 
tered the  town  in  1776,  retained  possession  of  it  for  the 
space  of  seven  years;  soon  after  which  the  political  horizon 
began  to  wear  a  brighter  aspect.  During  this  period  of  ua- 
certainty  and  alarm,  and  until  the  cessation  of  hostilities, 
when  the  glorious  star  of  freedom  arose  npon  the  American 
Confederacy,  Miss  Bayley  was  almost  continually  under  tba 
eye  of  her  father,  and  conceived  for  him  all  the  affection 
that  a  child  can  entertain  for  a  parent.     This  unbounded 
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Btiacbment  Bho  maoifeBtcd  in  various  ways.  PrcqneDtly, 
when  at  school,  she  would  learn  her  task  quickly,  repeat  it, 
and  then  watch  a  favorable  opportuoitj  of  eludiog  the  vigi- 
lance  of  her  preceptress,  ia  order  to  run  down  the  street  lo 
meet  her  father,  who  passed  that  way,  embrace  him,  and 
then  hasten  back  before  the  old  lady  could  notice  her  ab- 
Bence.  She  not  only  regarded  hira  as  her  protector,  but, 
with  that  gcDcroua  disposition  which  knows  how  to  appre- 
ciate a  benefit,  she  repaid  his  anxiety  and  kiodnegs  with  tlio 
practice  of  every  virtue  that  could  gratify  the  paternal  heart. 
Filial  piety  was  the  spring  of  all  her  aetiona — the  iDcontive 
to  all  her  exertjons.  Though  incapable  of  tinderatanding 
the  importance  of  study  at  her  tender  age,  she  valued 
her  eeholastic  esercisea  because  prescribed  by  hor  father. 
"French  and  music  must  have  their  hours,"  said  be. 
This  was  sufficient  to  recommend  them,  and  to  excite  her 
diligent  application.  Such  was  the  veneration  and  affec- 
tion which  she  entertdined  for  him,  that  on  no  one  occasion 
was  she  ever  known  to  oppose  his  will  or  disobey  him  in  the 
slightest  particular.  Nor  was  this  virtue  unrewarded  by 
Him  who  bus  promised  a  rich  blessing  to  the  dutiful  and 
obedient  child.  Her  future  career  will  exhibit  a  striking 
verification  of  those  words  in  the  book  of  Ecclesiasticus : — 
"  Honor  thy  father  in  work  and  word,  and  all  patience,  that 
ft  blessing  may  come  upon  thee  from  him,  sud  his  blessing 
may  remain  in  the  latter  end."* 

With  smiahle  qualities  of  heart  Miss  Bayley  united 
talents  of  a  superior  order.  Nature  had  endowed  her  with 
a  qnick  and  comprebeDsivo  mind,  a  sound  judgment,  and 
fertile  imagination ;  and  she  was  not  inactive  in  availing 
bersctf  of  the  best  opportunities  for  the  cultivation  of  hei 
mental  powers      At  this  time,  America  ofTcred  but  slendoi 
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mind  ODil  heart  from  the  cootaminatioo  of  worldly  mnxiiiia, 
At  encounigcd  that  incIintttioD  to  piety  which  was  obaerTable 
from  her  earliest  youth.*     Following  the  example  of 
'those  around  her,  she  fVequeated  the  Protestant  Epitteopal 
Churiih,  in  which  ahe  bad  been  baptized  and  admitted  to 
what  the  meiiiberH  of  that  denomination  temi  the  ordioance 
of  confirmation.      The  religion  of  Miss  Baylej,  however, 
did  not  partako  of  that  ultra.  Protestant  spirit  which  reject? 
eveiy  pnctice  that   savors  in  the  tcai<t  of  Catholic  piety. 
She  wore  on   her  person  u,  small   crncifii — the  emblem  of 
man's  redemption — ajid  was  often  heard  to  express  her  asto- 
nishment  that  this  custom  wne  not  more  prevalent  among  ■ 
persons  of  her  own  communion.     Bigotry  and  prejudioa  I 
eeem  to  have  found  do  admittance  into  her  mind.     Con-  1 
Bcientiously  attached  to  her  own  religious  views,  she  knew  J 
kow  to  respect  the  convictions  of  hel   neighbor,  a 
.admire  among  them  the  cxisteoce  of  certain  inetitutioni  I 
:Tbich  were  unknown  among  the  professors  of  lier  own  par-  | 
t^ular  creed. f      One   of  the   principal   occupations   that  J 
affiirded  her  pleasure  was  the  reading  of  the  Holy  Scrip- 

•  Wben  ne  ejiesk  of  tbo  piotj  or  rellgiuna  spirit  of  Uiia  BbjUj,  w* 
MPBD  aimply  tbal  itae  wai  a.  devout  irorsfajpper  of  Qad  aocording  to  her 
wiof  rdiBiin;  butwudu  not  protepd  to  aaj  wholher,  or  towfar,  her 
iFior  dlspoalliang  were  aceopUiblo  to  him.  Ttiough  pielj',  in  the  pro- 
TpM  Mcgplslion  of  the  term,  osn  be  Tuntid,  in  Its  full  Had  oxpfiDit  form, 
Doag  tboie  wbn  belong  la  the  Bttsrnol  comianniDn  of  the  Chnrcb, 
tl  ii  not  impoisible  lur  it  to  exist  impliaitl;.  Id  ruioe  oues,  out  of  tbnl 
aatarool  oamiounlun ;  Tor  initiiui:e,  ainong  youag  persons  wfan,  (bough 
Mm  of  bBtcrodox  psroDU,  bave  beon  volidiy  bnpCiied,  and  have  narer 
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f  In  tbe  course  uf  her  rending  the  occaBlun&lly  met  with  deMriptiona 
DTDaiircntti  and  rogretiod  that  jueh  ejlahiiihtaentj  nero  not  [o  bo  foand 
kBOOg  Pralutantf.  It  is  u  onriuus  fnut,  that  the  early  BdmiraCion  of  thii 
yevthrul  EplHopnliun  fur  the  eonrentunl  life  reauttad  in  ber  becomiD| 
'       "      m  later  period,  the  foondre)!  of  t,  liaular 
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turn.  From  tbe  sublime  iDatnictioDS  tmpnrted  ly  tbe 
sacred  penmen,  she  derived  tbe  nioel  salntary  knonledg* 
for  the  TegnktioD  of  her  sentiments  and  actions.  The 
papere  which  she  has  left  afford  ample  evidence  that  she 
took  delight  in  transcribiag  commeolA  and  reflectiuns  upia 
differeDt  portions  of  the  sacred  Tolnme,  and  that  she  had 
become  familiar  with  its  contents,  especially  the  Book  of 
Psalms.  The  fervent  effosiooa  of  the  inspired  bard  were 
pecnliarlj  congenial  to  her  oaturally  ardent  temperament; 
Kod  she  frequently  quoted  passages  from  them  in  her  tetters 
and  other  writings.  To  this  practice,  and  to  her  natnraj 
rectitode  and  strength  of  mind,  we  may  attribute  the  re- 
markable self-control  whicb  she  exhibited  in  ber  intercourse 
with  society.  Surrounded  by  all  the  charms  of  gay  and 
fashionable  life,  Mias  Bayley  did  not  allow  herself  to  be 
dauled  by  brilliant  appearances.  From  a  written  espoai- 
tion  of  her  thougbta  and  dispoaitiona,  ca  they  manifested 
themseWes  to  ber  on  a  Sunday  evening,  when  she  reviewed 
the  manner  in  which  the  day  had  been  passed,  it  is  ptsin 
that  she  scrutinized  her  actions  with  a  singular  penetration, 
and  according  to  a  standard  of  excellence  which  is  rarely 
held  in  view  by  young  ladies  who  possesa  every  facility  for 
iningling  in  the  amusements  and  dissipation  of  the  world. 
After  tracing  the  vagaries  of  her  mind  during  the  course 
of  the  day,  and  the  distractions  which  she  had  met  witb  at 
her  devotions,  which  were  partly  caused  by  the  attentions 
of  a  gentleman  who  at  that  time  had  a  prospect  of  her 
hand  in  marriage,  she  examines  in  what  manner  ber  time 
should  have  been  distributed;  reflecting  that  she  might 
have  turned  it  to  greater  profit,  if  it  had  been  devoled  more 
particuliirly  to  retirement  and  prayer.  "  The  consequenoo 
would  have  been,"  she  adds,  "I  would  bave  been  pleased 

with  myself;   M would  have  been  pli'iispd  with  mo; 

iFen  they  to  whom  the  aacrifica  was  made  would  have  liked 
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me  better;  and,  the  heaTenly  coDsidcretion,  mj  God  wuuld 
have  blessed  me." 

We  shall  furnish  another  extract  from  this  sclf-oxiiniiuo- 
tioa,  written  at  the  age  of  eighteen,  which  will  show  how 
much  importance  she  attached  to  the  proper  disciplioing  of 
lier  mind  and  aclions,  not  merely  with  a  view  to  follow  tha 
diulutee  of  reason,  but  from  motives  of  religion.  Consider- 
iDg  that  she  possessed  a  very  lively  disposition,  we  shall  be 
ineliDcd  to  think  that  the  imperfection  of  which  she  speaks 
was  ooinparatively  of  little  moment,  though  she  deemed  it 
worthy  of  serious  attention.  "There  is  a  certain  temper  I 
am  sometimes  subject  to — it  is  not  sullennesa  or  absolute 
discontent,  'tis  a  kind  of  melancholy;  still,  I  like  it  better 
than  those  effiisions  of  cheerfulness,  that  hilarity  of  spirits, 
which  a  good  night's  rest  and  a  Sne  morning  often  inspire. 
I  prefer  the  eaducss,  because  I  know  it  may  bo  removed;  it 
may  ohange  to  cheerfulness.  Tbe  gayety,  I  am  sure,  will 
change  to  sadness  before  the  daj  eud?,  and  perhaps  to  sor- 
row; 'tis  not  the  natural  temper,  but  the  inflnencc  of  sttua- 
tioD.  I  trust  the  day  will  come  when  I  may  show  a  more 
regular  and  Christian  disposition.  Perhaps  it  may;  it  may 
not.     Those  passions  must  be  governed.     I  have  a  most  un- 

itGcoiuitable  wish  to  see  £ this  morning,  but  I  will  not 

go  a  step  out  of  my  way.  If  fortune  should  so  direct,  I 
think  I  should  be  very  grateful;  if  not,  I  will  try  and  think 
that  'tis  best." 

With  this  eoromand  over  herself,  and  a  coni^taut  eye  t 
the  Dol^Tation  of  the  most  elevated  principles  of  conduct, 
Hiaa  Baylcy  had  shielded  herself  effeotu»lly  against  a  dan- 
ger which  is  too  often  incurred  before  its  conse(|uenue3  iro 
foreseen, — that  of  forming  injudiciously  a  matrimonial  alii. 
ince.  A  matter  bearing  so  closely  upon  her  happiness,  and 
inTolving  so  much  responsibility,  received  from  her  virtuous 
■nd  pfnetrating  mind  all  the  considerntioD  which  it  merited 
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On  the  other  hand,  the  excellence  of  character  which  ahi 
aimed  at  could  mrt  fail  to  be  appreciated  by  virtuous  and 
discerning  minda,  and  to  aid  materially  in  effccticg  a  union 
which  would  contribute  to  her  earthly  happiness.  In  her 
personal  appearance,  Miss  Bayloy  was  of  rather  low  sta- 
ture, but  her  figure  was  well  proportioned  and  her  move- 
menlB  graceful.  A  perfect  Bymmetry  was  displayed  in  her 
features,  which,  with  the  sparkling  yet  mild  expression  of 
her  eye,  rendered  her  countenance  the  mirror  of  a  noble 
and  intelligent  soul.  Poeseasing  an  uncommon  degree  of 
vivacity  and  cheerfulneas,  she  used  it  with  tact  and  modera- 
tion, for  the  charm  of  those  around  her.  In  the  twentieth 
year  of  her  age,  she  accepted  the  hand  of  Mr.  William 
Seton,  a  highly  rcBpectable  merchant  in  the  city  of  New 
York.  He  was  a  member  of  the  Protestant  Episcopal 
Church,  and  a  gentleman  of  amiable  disposition  and  en- 
gaging manners.  His  family  enjoyed  the  highest  character 
and  standing.'"  A  portion  of  his  early  life  he  had  spent  iu 
a,  mercantile  house  at  Leghorn — a  circumstance  which  the 
subsequent  history  of  his  wife  will  show  to  have  been  a  dis- 
pensation of  divine  Providence  for  the  spiritual  benefit  of 
herself,  her  family,  and  the  innumerable  souls  who  would 
be  led  by  her  example  intj)  the  way  of  salvation.  At  this 
period,  however,  she  little  imagined  that  her  religious  views 
would  ever  be  eschanged  for  the  doctrines  of  the  Catholic 
Church.  Her  early  education,  and  the  recent  connection 
xhe  had  formed  with  a  strictly  Episcopalian  family,  both 
wedded  her  to  the  Protestant  system,  and  it  may  be  truly 
said  that  she  was  a  rigid  observer  of  its  prinoiplea  and 

At  the  time  of  her  marriage,  Mrs.  Seton  beheld  a  prospcut 
of  the  most  flattering  description  before  her.  Her  husband's 
affairs  were  in  a  flourishing  condition,  and,  surrounded  as 
■ke  was  by  a  numerous  circle  of  admiring  friends,  she  had 
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around  bcr.  The  ordeal  which  he  had  in  reserve  for  her  at 
a  later  period  of  life  demanded  a  thorough  training  of  her 
mind  and  heart,  and  could  be  met  snccessfully  odIj  bj  one 
who  bad  learned  the  practice  of  patience  and  resignntion 
under  the  trying  dispensations  of  Heaven,  and  had  the 
moral  energy  to  set  aside  the  voia  considerations  of  this 
earth  whenever  eontlicting  with  the  higher  interests  of  an 
immortal  life.  We  accordingly  find  her  on  all  occasions 
deeply  impressed  with  the  truth  of  an  oil-wise  and  over- 
ruling Providence,  and  possessing  a  lively  sense  of  the  duty 
of  Bubmission  to  tbo  afflictions  of  life.  The  first  year  of 
her  marriage,  in  the  Bnmmer  of  1794,  Mr.  Seton's  business 
having  called  him  to  Philadelphia,  where  the  yellow  fever 
bad  made  il«  appearance,  she  writes  to  him  in  a  strain  of 
affectionate  solicitude,  not  a  little  increased  by  the  appre- 
hension of  the  danger  to  which  be  was  exposed ;  bnt  her 
fears  do  not  degenerate  into  excess ;  she  moderates  them, 
and  sustains  her  fortitude  by  the  reflection  that  "patience 
and  submission  are  the  only  way  to  gain  the  blessings  of 
Heaven."  In  a  letter  to  one  of  her  relations,  to  whom  she 
was  united  by  the  closest  ties  of  friendship,  she  furnishes 
another  evidence  of  the  supernatural  view  which  she  was 
ncoustomed  to  take  of  passing  occurreaces,  while  she  ex- 
hibite,  at  the  same  time,  the  self-control  and  wisdom  which 
she  exercised  in  the  correspon donee  with  her  friends.  "I 
received  your  letter  of  the  22d  September.  Although  1 
make  it  a  rule  never  to  answer  letters  while  under  the  in- 
fluence of  the  first  impressions  I  receive  from  them,  I  can- 
nut  refrain  from  immediutety  replying  to  it — and  it  is  not  a 
very  cosy  task  to  preserve  my  usual  sincerity  with  you ;  but 
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I  believe  even  that  is  best,  for  mj  niii.l  is  in  a.  state  of 
ADsiet;  and  diiitresa  wbicb  does  not  admit  of  any  calcula- 
tions respcctiog  the  eDJoymeots  of  this  life.  In  one  Ehart 
week,  aistere,  friends,  and  the  whole  world,  may  be  nothing 
to  me.  There  never  passes  a  day  but  some  family  is  de- 
prived of  its  support,  children  of  their  parents,  and  tbe 
wife  of  her  husband,  even  in  the  number  of  my  acquaiut- 
ance.  My  William  goes  every  day  to  town,*  and  is  more 
exposed  than  many  who  have  lost  their  lives;  that  ba 
should  escape  depends  on  that  mercy  which  has  never  yet 
failed,  and  which  I  have  reason  to  bless  every  hour  of  my 
life."  On  another  occasion,  addressing  the  same  friend, 
whose  society  she  loved  to  enjoy,  abe  displayed  a  spirit  of 
faith  and  resignation  which  is  seldom  witnessed  in  tbe  in- 
tercourse of  persons  blessed  with  every  worldly  comfort. 
She  observes,  "  We  are  not  always  to  have  what  we  like  best 
in  this  world,  thank  Heaven  I  for,  if  we  had,  bow  soon  wo 
should  forget  the  other,  the  place  of  endless  peace,  where 
they  who  were  united  by  virtue  and  affection  here  will  surely 
enjoy  that  union  bo  often  interrupted  while  on  their  journey 
home  I"  The  espreaaion  of  those  sentimenta  was  not  a 
casual  thing  with  Mrs.  Seton,  or  tbe  effect  of  circumstances 
that  awakened  in  her  bosom  an  occasional  outburst  of  reli- 
gious feeling;  it  was  at  all  times  the  image  of  her  mind 
and  heart,  the  result  of  an  habitual  attention  to  the  cultiva- 
tion of  tbe  highest  principles  of  moral  conduct.  Hera  was 
one  of  those  favored  souls  that  are  borne  up  by  their  own 
natural  impulses  to  the  love  and  pursuit  of  what  is  right; 
and  this  dispoaition,  aided  by  atudy  and  reflectjon,  gave  to 
her  sentiments  and  aspirations  a  tone  of  uncommon  purity 
and  virtue,  which  manifested  itself  in  all  her  writings.    Her 
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nvages  irbioh  abe  desaribea. 


t  in  the  gonntr;,  October,  1709,  tha 
n  Ifow  Tork  Cilj  and  ssnging  tb* 


I 


niiid  ma  of  a  superior  aider,  bat  it  was  not  leas  ).rotie  t( 
the  iudulseDcc  of  pious  mcditatioD  thAQ  it  waa  active  and 
intelligeat.  Tlioso  hoars  which  ehe  could  snatch  from  bei 
tlomegtie  and  social  duties  were  frequently  emploved  in  Mm 
muniag  with  God,  in  the  perusal  of  the  Holy  Scriptures, 
Slid  iu  meditating  upon  the  sublime  truths  of  the  Christiut 
religion.  Henoe  her  invariable  practice  of  throwing  int« 
her  iettere  and  notes  some  aJlusiou  to  the  gr^eat  niasinis  ot 
evangelical  morality.  If  she  adrcrted  to  the  prospcroufi 
and  joyful  sceoee  of  life,  they  caused  her  heurt  to  cxpunu 
in  gratitude,  and  reminded  her  of  more  perfect  aud  more 
laeting  enjoyments  iu  a  future  world.  If  edversity  wus  the 
theme  of  her  remarks,  it  turned  her  tl-uugtits  upon  the  onlj 
true  remedy  of  earthly  Ijials,  the  happy  eichiiugc  of  tran- 
Blent  suffering  for  eternal  felicity.  The  following  extnict 
from  ber  devotions,  in  the  year  179S,  tuay  serve  as  a  speci- 
men of  the  prayera  which  she  addreagod  to  Gijd : — 

"  AJmighty  Giver  of  all  mercies  1  Father  of  all,  who 
knowcst  my  heart  and  pitiest  it.g  weakness  and  errors,  thou 
kaowest  the  desire  of  my  sonl  is  to  do  thy  will ;  it  stru^leg 
to  wlog  itfi  flight,  to  thee,  its  Creator,  and  sinks  again  in 
sorrow  for  that  imperfection  which  draws  it  back  again  to 
earth.  How  long  shall  I  contend  with  sin  and  morlalityt 
When  will  that  hour  arrive  which  will  free  the  troubled 
spirit  from  ita  prison,  and  change  the  shadows  of  this  life 
for  immortality  and  endless  happiness?  I  bow  to  thee,  my 
Qod !  in  choerfnl  hope  that,  confiding  in  thy  infinite  mercy 
and  assisted  by  thy  powertid  grace,  I  ahatl  Mwn  arrive  to 
that  hour  of  unspeakable  joy.  But  if  it  is  thy  will  the 
spirit  shall  yet  contend  with  its  dust,  assist  me  to  conduct 
nyself  through  this  life  aa  not  to  render  it  an  euemy,  bnt  a 
eoDdnetor  to  that  happy  state  where  all  mortal  contentions 
■re  doae  away,  and  where  thy  eternal  prcseuce  will  bestow 
etenisl  felicity." 


I 


In  tie  subjoined  prayer  slie  pours  forth  lior  gnititti<le  U 

God  for  the  protection  Tonohsafed  to  her  and  horB  while  so 
manj  others  were  cttrried  off  by  the  atroke  of  death.  She 
most  probably  alludes  to  the  ravages  of  the  yellow  fever. 
The  noblest  return  is  made  for  the  favors  of  Heaven,  in  an 
iDcreasod  determination  to  wolk  in  the  path  of  the  divine 
command  men  ta. 

"  With  pity,  0  Lord,  look  down  npon  thy  servant.  Thy 
mercy  is  boundless ;  thou  hast  preserved  our  souls  from 
death  while  thousands  fall  around  us.  Thou  hast  given  ua 
every  good  while  others  are  visited  with  sorrows  and  afflic- 
tions; and  shall  not  my  soul  praise  thee  for  this  unmerited 
goodness  ?  Shall  it  now  fall  into  sin  and  neglect  of  thee, 
its  preserver?  Will  it  rather  suffer  the  bondage  of  sin 
than  be  thy  servant?  Oh,  how  it  pants,  it  longs  to  fit  itself 
for  thy  acceptance ;  hnt,  chained  in  the  service  of  the 
enemy,  it  falls  from  its  native  glory  and  grovels  in  the  dost 
Let  thy  mercy  assist  the  endeavor  of  thy  servant;  grant 
but  the  smallest  portion  of  thy  grace,  and  I  shall  be  free. 
0  Almighty  Father!  0  Blessed  Spirit,  comforter  of  the 
Hick  and  sorrowing  soul !  0  Saviour  eternal,  Hedcemer  of 
sinners,  who  gavest  thy  life  to  save  us,  assist  a  miserable 
sinner  who  strives  with  corruption  of  sin,  and  desires  above 
all  things  to  break  the  snares  of  the  enemy,  I  am,  O  Lord  I 
like  one  in  the  net  of  the  fowler;  set  me  now  at  liberty; 
cleanse  me  and  fit  me  for  thy  presence,  and  the  soul  that 
now  sorrows  shall  rejoice." 

Mrs.  Seton  had  so  assiduously  cultivated  the  sentiments 
oont^ned  in  the  foregoing  addresses  to  the  Throne  of  Grace, 
that  she  seems  never  to  have  laid  them  aside  for  other  con- 
victions, though  it  must  be  admitted  that  her  Christian 
principles  were  at  one  time  much  exposed  to  be  fhaken  by 
the  familiar  ac<junintBnce  which  she  had  formed  with  tlte 
works  of  the  French  philosopher,  Jean  Jacques  Rousseau 
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tn  the  ycnr  1799  she  became  bo  enamorei]  of  his  wrilio^'s, 
that,  as  she  espreases  it  herself,  everj  hnlf  fauur  she  coulil 
catch  veot  t€  Kmiliua.  She  was  particularly  pleased  with 
his  religions  views.  Voltaire's  wrilinga  were  also  partially 
known  to  her;  and  it  may  be  safely  affirmed  that  without 
the  Bpeciul  protectiuD  of  divine  Providence  her  mind  would 
hftTO  become  deeply  infected  with  the  fatal  errors  of  those 
ivstilential  authors,  who  insinaate  the  poison  of  irrcligion 
with  a  brilliancy  of  thought  and  chanu  of  language  that 
have  too  often  unhappily  seduced  the  incantioos  reader. 
Sut  Mnt.  Setou'a  admirntioD  of  Rousseau  appears  to  have 
extended  chiefly,  if  not  altogether,  to  those  parts  of  his 
works  which  pay  a  foreed  hut  not  less  eloquent  tribute  to 
revealed  truth.  At  all  events,  if  her  religious  views  were 
in  any  degree  affected  by  the  withering  opinions  of  infi- 
delity, she  must  have  remained  in  this  state  of  mind  for  a 
very  short  time ;  as  her  writings,  subseqnent  to  the  period 
of  which  we  speak,  breathe  a  spirit  of  Christian  piety  equal 
to,  if  not  more  fervent  than,  that  of  her  previous  life.  On 
the  3Ist  of  December,  in  the  same  year,  we  find  her  io- 
dulging  in  a  religious  raeditatioD,  of  which  abe  has  left  us 
a  succinct  but  beautiful  account.  She  thus  describes  the 
situation  of  her  body  and  mind  on  the  lust  day  of  the  ex- 
piring year :  "  Sitting  on  a  little  bench  before  the  fire,  the 
head  resting  on  the  hand,  the  body  perfectly  easy,  the  eyes 
olosed,  the  mind  serene,  contemplating  and  tracing  bound- 
lesM  merey  and  the  aouree  of  all  excellence  and  perfection 
— how  pure  the  enjoyment,  and  sweet  the  transition  of 
ever^  thought !  The  soul  expands,  all  earthly  interests  ro- 
3ede,  and  heavenly  hopes  become  anxious  wishes.  Might 
■ot  these  mortal  bonds  be  gently  severed— loosed  mora 
«BAty  than  untying  the  fastening  of  a  fine  thread — at  this 
moment,  without  any  perceptible  change,  to  find  the  aoul  at 
liberty,  Heavenly  Mercy  I  in  thy  presence  ?     A.nd  would  it 
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not  tremble,  or  rather  ie  it  not  foreyer  uiiilcr  thy  inspoo 
tion?  Can  it  be  concealed  from  thea?  No;  thoQ  n./W 
pereeiveat  it  oppressed,  weighed,  sinking  under  its  mortal 
burden ;  and  al^o  thou  seest  it  can  patiently  submit  to  thy 
vill,  adoriDg  in  surest  confidence  of  thy  mercy.  Preserve 
me  but  this  heavenly  peace;  continue  to  me  this  privilege, 
beyond  ah  mortal  computation,  of  resting  in  thee  and  ador- 
tug  thee,  mj  Father,  Friend,  and  never-failing  support.  For 
this  alone  1  implore:  let  all  other  concerns,  with  their  con- 
aequenties,  he  entirely  and  wholly  suhmitted  to  thee."* 

It  might  he  supposed,  from  the  religious  tone  which  Mrs. 
Seton  introduced  into  her  letters,  that  she  had  fallen  into 
the  use  of  that  disagreeable  cant  and  rigid  formalism  that 
almost  invariably  distinguish  the  devotee  who  is  not  enlight- 
ened by  the  true  faith.  This,  however,  was  far  from  being 
the  caae.  The  religion  of  Mrs.  Seton  wa.s  not  of  an  obtru- 
eive  or  sullen  nature.  Possessing  a  singular  vivacity  of  dis- 
position, and  an  eqnal  sense  of  propriety,  she  knew  how  to 
aooommodate  herself  to  cireumstauces.  If,  on  suitable  occa- 
sions, ia  corresponding  with  her  friends,  she  deemed  it  ad- 
visable to  indulge  a  stnun  of  serious  thought,  or  to  mingle 
with  commonplace  matters  a  well-turned  allusion  to  maxima 
of  moral  guidance,  at  other  times  she  pursued  a  different 
oourae,  adopting  the  vein  of  humor  to  which  she  was  par- 
ticularly inclined.  She  thus  writes  to  her  father,  who  was 
at  Albany,  in  Februaiy,  1799  :  "Should  you  be,  in  your  re- 
tirement, unoccnpied  by  the  cares  and  solicitudes  that  gene- 
rally accompany  you,  a  letter  from  your  daughter  will  be 
very  acceptable;  if  otherwise,  it  will  be  read  in  haste,  and 
the  idea,  'Bett  ia  a  goose,'  will  pass  your  mind.  I  send  it 
to  take  its  chance,  hoping,  as  the  children  say,  it  may  Gad 

•  In  looking  over  this  msnnacr'pt,  ufler  ehe  had  become  a  Cntbolla. 
wboD  b«r  plst.y  was  the  reaalt  of  betlsr  ligfat  and  knawludge.  ibt  •■■ 
alBimed,  "Ob,  how  diBurent  now!     Ob,  pnisa  and  eUratl  gratindi 
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yon  well,  a*  I  am  the  same.  It  is  curroritlj  reported  that 
yor  are  gone  to  New  London  to  iuquire  itito  the  origin  oi 
the  fever,  and  that  you  are  to  proceed  to  Boatnn  to  see  yi'ur 
children.  But  I  hope  you  will  very  soon  return,  and  cou- 
vioce  thT  ladiea  who  chatter  on  the  subject  that  the  origin 
a  not  the  thject  of  your  pursuit,  but  the  remedy." 

Some  months  later,  she  addresses  her  father  in  the  fol- 
lowing language,  which  exhibits  the  eprightliuess  of  her  dig' 
poeition,  and,  ai'  the  same  time,  estahlishea  her  claim  to  con- 
siderable merit  in  the  epistolary  style;  '■  My  very  dear  Mr. 
Monitor :  That  you  are  in  tho  enjoyment  of  health  in  the 
midst  of  dangers,  toih,  and  death,  is  a.  subject  of  high  exul- 
tation to  me ;  and  if  the  prayers  of  a  good,  quiet  little  female 
are  supposed  to  be  of  any  avail,  it  will  be  long  eontinued  to 
jon,  with  the  hope  that  thr  visual  rays  of  our  fellow-eitizena 
will  in  time  be  brightened  by  your  labors,  and  their  ult«D- 
tion  awakened  by  the  voice  of  (nith  and  conscience.  I  had 
the  pleasure  to  hear  a  Mr.  Uelniaa,  a  French  physician,  re- 
fer a  nnmber  of  strangers,  both  Fiinch  and  English,  to  a 
poblication,  called  the  Monitor,*  as  the  best  thing  written 
on  the  subject  of  yellow  fever,  and  a&  the  only  one  that 
pointe  out  its  true  cause  and  origin.  He  said  he  did  not 
know  who  was  the  author,  but  he  must  be  the  best  friend 
of  humanity,  and  should  be  considered  by  the  .Americans  aa 
their  best  adviser.  I  ima^ne  my  eyes  were  Itrger  and 
blacker  at  that  moment  than  usual.  If  you  would  s-ime- 
times  direct  Heien'sf  pen  to  Bloomingdale,  it  would  be  a 
most  grateful  substitute  for  your  own,  which  I  cannot  er- 
pcct  to  claim  in  this  seuson  of  occupation." 

The  cheerfulness  of  Mrs.  Seton's  disposition,  united  witl 
I  profoundly  religious  sentiment,  contributed  much  to  sup 

•  Wrilten  b;  Dr.  Bajle;,  blher  of  Mrs.  Seton.     For  Ihia  r^neun  tba 
at  the  commeaceDieDt  of  tbb  letter  01  "Mr.  Moni'or" 
BiBT  at  Hi:  SetoQ. 


|«rt  hor  under  the  trinia  trliich  are  the  <;eiicrBl  attcndBnta 
of  (i^meBtic  life,  as  well  aa  those  which  may  be  termed  the 
particular  diapensationa  of  Provideuce.  About  the  begin- 
aing  of  the  year  1800,  her  husbaad'a  temporal  affaira  liad  bd- 
come  very  much  cmbarraaaed,  owing  to  the  French  t-polia- 
tioDs  and  the  usual  vieissitudes  of  mercantile  life,  and  it 
teemed  as  if  the  tide  of  prosperity  was  aooo  to  stop  for  hioi 
and  hia  family.  In  the  midst  of  these  difficulties  Mra.  Seton 
proved  herself  the  devoted  wife,  by  sharing  the  trials  of  her 
husband  and  exerting  herself  as  far  as  she  could  t«  dinii- 
nifih  the  unhappy  influence  which  such  a  situation  is  apt  Ui 
osercise  upon  the  mind.  During  ao  entire  week,  she  ijpeut 
most  of  the  night  in  assisting  her  husband  in  arrauging  his 
papers.  But  the  fortitude  and  resigoatioD  which  she  evinced 
under  this  dispensation  of  Providence  are  equally  worthy  of 
remark.  She  observed  to  a  friend  that  it  would  uever  do  for 
hearts  and  fortunes  to  siuk  together.  When  things  had  as- 
sumed the  most  uufavorahle  aspeet,  and  oue  loss  appeared 
only  fo  be  the  harbinger  of  additional  misfortunes,  she  knew 
how  to  possess  her  soul  in  patience  and  to  trust  in  Plim  who 
directs  all  the  events  of  life  for  the  wisest  cuds.  She  did 
not  suffer  her  mind  to  dwell  on  these  topics,  so  far  as  they 
t«aded  to  disturb  the  peace  of  her  soul,  for  she  always  found 
a  source  of  consolation  in  the  sentiments  awakened  by  the 
practice  of  the  Christian  virtues.  She  thus  speaks,  in  a  let- 
ter to  her  sister-in-law,  of  IWr.  Seton's  difficulties :  "  How  I 
wish  I  emild  write  you  a  long  letter,  without  saying  one 
word  of  affairs,  for  in  their  present  slate  they  are  too  melan- 
choly to  think  about,  and  that  not  from  any  impression  I 
have  received  from  my  William,  for  never  did  a  mortal  bear 
misfortune  and  all  the  aggravated  distress  of  it  with  so  mucb 
firmness  and  patience  aa  he  does.  I  say  aggravated,  for  ves- 
■el  after  vessel  arrives,  and  correspondents  in  London  anil 
Hamburg  notify  him  that  his  bills  are  refused,  and  hia  pro- 
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pert;  dutaincil  there,  and  not  one  line  of  explanation  eithei 
"ooJ  or  bad;  and  here  we  are,  witli  funds  detained  on  one 
side  tbe  water  and  transferred  the  other,  for  he  is  obliged 
to  miLke  over  every  thing  in  trust  to  liie  friends,  nothing 
coming  in,  and  one  suit  already  against  biin  gives  but  too 
much  reaEon  to  expect  more;  but  it  is  all  in  vnin  to  thinb 
■bout  it:  patience  is  the  only  cboic«." 

The  following  prayer,  which  seems  to  relate  to  the  some 
embajrassments,  shows  the  strength  of  mind  which  she  ex- 
hibited under  the  trials  of  her  situation :  "  The  cup  that  our 
Father  has  given  us,  shall  we  not  dnnk  it?  0  blessed  Sa- 
viour! by  the  bitterness  of  thy  pains  we  may  estiraate  the 
force  of  thy  love :  we  are  sure  of  thy  kindness  and  compas- 
sion: thou  wouldst  not  willingly  call  on  us  to  sulTcr:  thou 
bast  declared  unto  us  that  all  things  shall  work  together  for 
our  good,  if  we  are  faithful  to  thee,  and  therefore,  if  thou  so 
ordainest  it,  welcome  disappointment  and  poverty,  welcome 
sickness  and  pain,  welcome  even  shame  and  contempt  and 
calumny.  If  this  be  a  rough  and  thorny  path,  it  is  one 
which  tbou  hast  gone  before  us.  Where  we  see  thy  foot- 
steps, we  cannot  repine.  Meanwhile,  thou  wilt  support  na 
with  the  consolation  of  thy  grace,  and  even  here  thou  canst 
mare  than  compensate  us  for  any  temporal  sufferings,  by  the 
possession  of  that  peace  which  the  world  can  neither  give 
nor  take  away."  July  25,  1801.  While  Mis,  Seton  bowed 
with  an  humble  snbmission  to  the  trials  she  experienced,  ^he 
ilid  nut  neglect  to  turn  the  thoughts  of  her  husband  upon 
objects  of  greater  moment  than  the  things  of  this  world.  In 
II  letter  to  him,  after  alluding  to  his  business,  she  adds: 
"  Kxcusc  your  saucy  wife,  who  is  too  busy  with  your  mor- 
eantilo  affairs.  If  I  could  have  an  influence  in  those  I  am 
really  anxiooaly  interested  in,  which  relate  to  another  (lause, 
[  should  be  too  happy  ever  to  vex  you  with  whut  aro  the 
trifles  of  a  day  in  comparison." 


THE    LIFE    or 

They  who  have  ever  felt  the  pressure  of  adTeraity  wil, 
rendily  understaud  the  happineGB  of  a.  family  that  poeso'sed 
a  guiding  spirit  like  Mrs.  Seton,  whose  words  were  icTariably 
those  of  comfort,  and  who  never  failed  lo  discover  in  the 
higher  considerations  of  religions  truth  a  solaoo  and  oom- 
peDsation  for  the  pasaiog  evils  of  life.  Id  this  way  the 
bnrden  of  affliction  was  lightened,  and  every  bosom  became 
animated  with  brighter  hopes. 

At  the  period  of  which  we  are  speaking,  Mrs.  Seton  was 
the  mother  of  four  children  :— Anna  Maria,  William,  RichanJ, 
and  Catharine  Josephine,  In  the  midst  of  this  infant  greup, 
which  preaentod  to  the  parent's  eye  ail  that  the  fondest 
affection  could  desire,  she  found  opportunities  of  exercising 
virtues  which  are  equally  essentia!  and  ornamental  in  the 
domestio  circle.  No  love  could  exceed  that  of  Mrs.  Seton 
for  the  children  whom  Providence  had  confided  to  her  care; 
but  it  was  a  love  elevated  and  enhanced  by  the  reflection 
that  they  constituted  an  important  chai^,  for  which  she 
would  be  accountable  to  God.  Hence,  while  she  carefully 
watched  over  their  temporal  welfare,  she  was  still  more  soli- 
citous for  the  formation  of  their  minds  and  hearts  to  the 
knowledge  and  esteem  of  virtuous  principles.  Not  only  did 
she  teach  their  youthful  lips  to  praise  God  and  invoke  his 
blessings;  she  availed  herself  of  every  opportunity  to  impress 
upon  them  this  obligation,  as  well  as  the  other  duties  of 
which  they  were  capable.  Sometimes  she  would  send  them 
little  notes,  in  which  the  assurance  of  maternal  affection 
would  invariably  be  mingled  with  the  words  of  salutary  in- 
struction, but  conveyed  in  a  form  at  once  so  natural  and  at- 
tractive that  they  could  not  fail  to  produce  a  most  happy  an.l 
lasting  impression.  Her  tact  in  this  respect  was  remarkable. 
In  a  not«  to  her  two  boys  on  a  certmn  occasion,  after  ex- 
pressing her  fond  attachment  for  them,  she  wins  them  still 
more  U)  her  bosom,  and  to  a  regard  for  her  wishes,  by  w 
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joicing  at  the  ^uod  nenx  she  bas  heard  of  them  respecting 
their  correct  deportmcDt  and  their  attcation  to  school;  am), 
tfter  huving  thus  secured  their  favorable  dispoeitiou  to  m- 
ceive  advice,  she  exhorts  them  to  peraeverance  in  good,  to 
pnj  for  their  parents,  to  obey  their  superiors,  and  laatly 
urges  them  to  the  performance  of  their  duties  by  propoeing 
the  highest  motives  of  oouduct,  the  prospent  of  enjoying  the 
good-will  of  their  pareuls  and  obtaining  the  blessing  of  the 
Almighty.  On  the  birthday  of  her  eldest  daughter,  ^he 
thus  addresses  her : — 

"  My  Dear  Anna  Mabia  : 

"This  is  your  birthday,  the  day  that  1  first  held  jou  in 
my  anna.  May  Ood  Almighty  blesa  you,  my  child,  and 
make  yon  bis  child  forever.  Your  mother's  soul  prays  to 
him  to  lead  you  through  this  world,  bo  that  we  may  oomc 
u  bis  heavenly  kingdom  in  peace,  through  the  merits  of  our 
blessed  Saviour. 

"May  3,  1803." 

No  opportunity  was  neglected  of  imparting  to  bor  offspring 
the  knowledge  and  the  fear  of  Ood.  The  subjoined  letter 
will  show  tbe  ardent  desire  of  Mrs.  Seton  for  their  virtuoos 
tnining,  as  well  as  her  peculiar  skill  in  explaining  to  them 
tbe  morality  of  the  gospel: — 

"  My  dearest  Anna  must  remember  that  our  blessed  Lord 
fSTO  us  tbe  parable  of  the  wise  and  foolish  vii^ins  1«  make 
as  careful  to  choose  our  purt  with  the  wise  ones,  and  to  keep 
in  readiness  fur  his  coming,  which  will  be  in  an  hour  we 
know  not  of;  and  should  he  find  us,  dear  child,  out  of  the 
road  of  our  duty,  like  sheep  gone  astray  from  their  shepherd, 
where  shall  we  hide  from  his  presence  who  can  see  through 
the  darkest  shades  and  bring  us   from  the  farthest  ends  of 
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the  world?  If  wc  would  please  him,  and  be  found  o'vonf; 
bis  children,  wo  must  learn  what  our  duty  is,  pray  to  hiiii 
for  grace  lo  do  it,  aod  then  Bet  our  whole  heart  and  noul  to 
porfonu  it.  And  what  is  your  duty,  my  dear  child?  You 
kuow  it,  and  I  pniy  God  to  keep  you  in  it,  tliat,  id  thni 
blessed  day  wheu  he  shall  come  to  call  ub  to  our  heavenly 
boiue,  we  may  see  our  dear  Anna  in  the  number  of  those 
dear  children  to  whom  be  will  say,  '  Come,  ye  blessed  of  m; 
Father.'  Your  own  dear  Mother." 


From  what  has  been  said,  we  may  readily  infer  that  tha 
affection  of  Mra.  Seton  for  her  children,  although  ardent, 
was  of  that  pure  and  elevated  character  which  never  allowed 
it  to  degenerate  into  weak  condescension.  Convinced  of 
irhat  the  wise  man  teaches,  that  "  the  rod  and  reproof  give 
wisdom,  but  the  child  that  ia  left  to  his  own  will  bringeth 
his  mother  to  shame,"*  she  did  not  fail  in  the  important 
duty  of  correction,  whenever  circumstances  seemed  to  re- 
quire it.  But  this  duty  on  her  part  was  not  the  effect  of 
excitement,  which  too  often  governs  the  parent  on  sucb  oo- 
casiona  and  dostroys  the  efficacy  of  reproof.  It  was  the 
dictate  of  reason  and  religion,  which  aimed  only  at  the  re- 
formation of  evil,  and  adopted  the  most  effectual  measures 
for  the  attainment  of  this  end.  From  one  of  her  letters  to 
her  sister-in-law,  wo  leam  a  circumstance  which  indicates 
no  ordinary  degree  of  wisdom  in  the  mother  of  a  family. 
"I  was  busy,"  she  says,  "with  poor  Anna,  in  the  garret 
cliset,  and  afterward  took  her  to  the  highest  step  of  the 
ladder  tliat  leads  to  the  top  of  the  house,  to  make  her  feel 
that  the  promise  she  mado  to  be  good  was  before  God,  who 
knows  all  wc  say  and  do."  Her  cxperieoce  had  taught  bet 
that  a  solemn  tUpught  is  greatly  heightened  by  viewing  Uu 
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D  Open  space  withoot  an  intervening  object.  By 
fluch  means  did  the  lesaone  of  truth  sink  deeply  into  the 
hearta  of  her  children,  and  etrengthep,  from  day  to  day, 
their  love  and  veneration  for  a  parent  who  was  so  dnvoUid 
to  their  real  happioess. 

^'irtue,  firm  and  enlightened  as  hers,  eoiild  not  but  Epreai) 
its  perfume  on  every  aide.  All  within  the  sphere  of  her  ao- 
joaintance  felt  its  beneficial  influeace,  while  to  some  ebe 
was  even  a  mother  and  ioEtmctross.  She  thus  writes  to  one 
of  her  youthful  relatives :— "  Let  your  chief  study  be  to  nc- 
quaint  yourself  with  God,  because  there  is  nothing  greater 
than  God,  and  because  it  is  the  only  knowledge  that  can  fill 
the  heart  with  a  pcaoe  and  joy  which  nothing  can  disturb, 
Fallier  of  all  beings,  tow  extensive  are  thy  mercies !— how 
great,  how  inexpressible  I  It  is  in  thee  we  live,  and  move, 
and  have  our  being.  The  lot  of  mortals  is  in  thy  hand;  they 
are  only  happy  through  thee.  Thy  paternal  cures  are  over  all 
mankind.  Thy  impartial  goodoess  causes  the  sun  to  shine 
and  constant  blessings  to  desceod  on  those  even  who  ofl'end 
and  disobey  thee.  By  thy  command  the  dew  refreshes  the 
earth  and  the  zephyr  cools  and  i-evives  us;  thy  gifls  are  pro- 
portioned to  the  wants  of  thy  creatures,  but  the  lighteous 
alone  feel  the  sweet  and  salutary  effects  of  thy  peace.  0  thou 
who  poBsessest  sovereign  power,  and  givcst  life  and  enjoy- 
ment to  the  poorest  iusect,  which  could  not  exist  a  moment 
but  by  thy  will,  permit  thy  creature  to  praise  and  bless  IhcR, 
and  let  me  forever  adore  thy  goodness  and  give  my  soul  to 
thy  aerviee.  Blessed  Saviour,  who  gavest  thy  life  for  us, 
and  hast  done  every  thing  to  engage  our  love  and  gratitude, 
oh  let  me  never  be  so  unhappy  as  to  offend  or  disobey  thea 
williilly.  Blessed  Shepherd  of  them  that  seek  thee,  oh  keep 
me  in  thy  fold — load  me  in  thy  paths;  let  me  always  hear 
ind  love  thy  voice,  and  follow  thee  as  s  meek  and  ijuiet 
hmb,  making  it  the  care  of  my  life  to  keep  near  to  my 
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blessed  Master;  and  if  over  I  should  lose  mj  way,  or  for  k 
inoment  be  so  unhappy  as  to  disobey  thy  oomniiinds,  oh,  call 
thy  wanderer  homt." 

She  furnished  the  same  indiridual  with  a.  method  of  moni- 
ing  and  evening  prayer.  In  the  fonner,  thanks  are  returned 
to  God  for  the  favors  of  the  night,  and  bis  blessing  is  im- 
plored for  the  day;  in  the  latter,  the  graces  of  Heaven  are 
agab  acknowledged,  and  the  divine  mercy  invoked  upon 
herself,  her  friends,  and  relations. 

One  of  her  sisters-in-law,  having  received  some  pmyers 
from  her  on  her  birthday,  which  were  sent  by  Mrs.  Setou 
OB  a  friendly  counsel  to  prepare  herself  for  a  happy  death, 
seemed  to  misunderstand  the  act  of  kindness,  iniagiuing  that 
it  required  her  to  indulge  in  a  train  of  melancholy  thought 
Mrs.  Seton  very  jxistlj  remarked  to  her  that  these  reflections 
tended  to  tranqoillize  the  mind  of  a  Chrifitiau.  "  Should 
we  maie  a  practice,"  she  says,  "  of  considering,  with  oaJm 
and  dispassionate  meditation,  that  that  honr  must  come  to 
all,  whether  they  reflect  or  not — its  uncertainty  with  respect 
to  time — the  pains,  weakness,  and  often  extreme  anguish 
our  parting  nature  must  experience,  and,  what  is  still  worse, 
the  possibility  that  we  may  be  summoned  without  any  warn- 
ing at  all, — it  would  he  taking  no  more  precaution  than  we 
would  allow  to  the  commonest  events  of  life,  if  we  were  to 
allow  our  souls  a  few  minutes  eveiy  day,  to  beg  for  mercy 
and  grace  in  that  momentous  hour.  ...  I  have  observed 
that  any  good  reaolnlions  or  exercises  begun  on  the  period 
of  our  birth  are  more  seriously  impressed;  and  I  chose  t.hi§ 
fcr  you  at  this  time,  aa  reflecting  on  a  birthday  en  earth 
more  easily  transfers  our  thoughts  to  the  birthday  of  our 
future  existence;  and  it  is  very  useful  to  make  use  of  that 
day,  from  year  to  year,  to  examine  our  soul's  aciounl  in  full 
— on  the  progress  we  have  made  inappitiaehing  that  heavenly 
example  of  perfection,"  &c.    This  extract  from  Mrs.  Setou'i 
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letters  iliFpIajB  a  degree  of  wisdom  rarely  met  with  in  tlifl 
worid,  and  shows  how  she  availed  heraelf  of  oertuin  occasioaa 
to  diffuse  among  others  that  virtue  which  she  practised  her- 
self In  the  following  advice  to  aaother  relative  wo  have 
■D  equally  remnrkable  iustunce  of  (bo  store  ebe  set  upon 
Grmnera  of  principle.  She  tells  her  "  not  t«  leave  homcj  OQ 
■ny  persuasioQ,  on  Sncranictit  Sunday,  and  to  say  openly, 
whoever  may  request  it, '  that  it  is  her  rule.'  It  can  never," 
flhe  continues,  "  bo  a  breach  of  civili^j  or  seent  unkind, 
oven  to  a  sister  or  the  dearest  friend,  if  you  say  it  with  the 
firmness  of  one  who  has  been  at  His  table  who  refreshes  and 
strengthens  the  suul  in  well-doing.  I  have  olten  asked  my- 
self the  question, — why  should  any  one  be  more  earnest  in 
prevailing  with  me  for  a  trifle,  or  a  thing  of  no  consequence 
in  itself,  than  /  in  maintaining  the  thing  I  know  to  be  right 
and  that  touches  the  interest  of  my  soul's  peace?"  Sucb 
was  her  unflinching  adhereueo  to  rules  of  moral  guidance, 
which  she  could  the  more  confidently  rccomracud  tu  others 
as  she  observed  it  faithfully  herself. 

Mrs.  Seton  did  not  confine  her  charity  to  the  administer' 
ing  of  good  advice;  she  went  abroad  to  dispense  comfort  and 
relief  among  the  victims  of  misfortune.  She  was  an  activf 
-uember  of  the  "  Widows'  Society  iu  New  York," — the  bene- 
volent object  of  which  is  indicated  by  its  name;  and  sueb 
waa  her  dovotedness  to  the  service  of  the  poor,  that  she  and 
one  of  ber  relatives,  who  waa  commonly  associated  with  her 
3n  errands  of  meroj,  were  called  Protestant  Sisters  of  Cha- 
rity. Xbey  not  only  visited  those  who  were  iu  want,  but 
labored  with  their  hands  to  increase  their  means  of  render. 
ing  assistance.  Her  benevolent  efforts  in  beliitlf  of  iLn 
kffiicted  are  thus  described  by  one  who  was  intimately  au 
quainted  with  her  at  the  timo; — "  Not  satisfied  with  a  for 
mal  profession  without  the  love  of  God  in  her  soul,  she  con- 
vJered  no  socrilicp  too  great  ta  promote  the  glory  of  her 
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heavenly  Parent,  and  add  to  the  felicity  and  happineaa  of 
her  fellow -creatures.  How  often  and  with  what  delight  hag 
she  osplored  the  abodes  of  wretchedness,  to  administer  tem- 
poral and  spiritnal  comfort !  How  many  tears  of  joy  has  she 
caused  to  flow!  How  many  prayers  have  been  raised  to 
Heaven  for  her  welfare!  How  often  have  the  widow  and 
the  fatherless  blessed  her!" 

A  strict  member  of  the  Episcopal  Church,  she  united  in 
the  ceremony  of  the  Lord's  Supper,  as  it  is  called,  as  often 
as  fihe  had  an  opportunity,  and  with  an  ardor  and  enthusiasm 
not  frcfjuently  witnessed  among  Protestants.  She  thus  de- 
seribes  the  sentiments  with  which  she  communiunted  at  the 
bedside  of  a  dying  friend,  Sept.  13,  1802 ;— "  Was  called 
on  by  a  sufferer,  to  help  her  in  preparing  her  soul,  which 
seemed  on  the  point  of  depai-ture  to  answer  the  call  of  its 
Creator.  Her  body,  which  had  been  long  in  the  struggles 
of  nature,  now  relieved  from  pain,  had  the  foretaste  of  its 
reet,  and  left  her  soul  at  liberty  to  seek  the  strength  of  the 
Redeemer,  and  to  decdre  the  refreshment  he  has  provided 
for  sick  and  troubled  spirits.  These  bands  prepared  the 
blessed  table,  while  my  soul  and  that  of  my  soul's  sister 
united  with  hers  in  joyful  praise  for  our  precious  privilege — • 
the  purchase  of  redeeming  love.  The  chosen,  blessed,  minis- 
tering servant  bids  us  to  the  feast,  gives  it  to  the  depart- 
ing soul  as  its  passport  to  its  home— (o  me  as  the  seal  of 
that  covenant  which  I  trust  will  not  bo  broken  in  life  nor  in 
death,  in  time  nor  eternity.  Sweet,  sweet  communion  of 
souls!  Gracious  Lord,  may  it  be  endless  as  thy  mercy! 
may  it  be  perfected  in  thee,  sustained  in  thy  truth,  and 
sanctified  by  thy  Spirit,  that,  growing  in  thy  likeness  and 
raised  up  in  thine  image,  we  shall  be  one  with  thee  eter- 
nally I"  Alludingtothe  same  circumstance, she  says; — '-This 
day,  I  trust,  is  noted  for  me  in  the  book  of  life,  and  oh  that 
the  blessings  received,  and  the  precious  privileges  I  have 
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enjoyed  ia  it,  may  be  the  tDcitemeat  to  a  faithful  tlischari^, 
tlkroagh  divine  graoe,  of  everj  duty  which  nij  dear  and  gr&- 
ciouB  Master  may  give  me  to  perform,  that  it  may  make  ma 
his  own,  in  thought,  word,  and  deed,  forever — leading  mc  to 
the  Sapreme  Good — the  blessing  of  losing  myself  and  al) 
fhiogH  in  him."  It  is  related  of  Mrs.  Seton,  that  such  wat 
the  prc'fouud  awe  awakened  in  her  by  the  communion,  thai 
io  receiving  it  her  teeth  clattered  against  the  cup  which 
contained  the  elements.  Her  whole  mind  was  intently 
riveted  upon  the  act  she  was  performing,  endeavoring  to 
think  of  our  Saviour's  presence.  Such  was  her  fervor  in 
complying  with  this  rite,  that  after  the  service  she  would 
obtain  from  the  sexton  a  further  portion  of  the  elements, 
and  eveu  go  feoia  one  church  to  another,  in  order  to  repeat 
this  reli^ous  act  She  envied  the  happiness  of  the  Catholic 
who  believed  in  a  real  preaenoe.  The  rite  of  baptism  also 
inspired  her  with  au  extraordinary  devotion.  Her  fifth 
child,  bom  on  the  20th  of  August,  1802,  was  presented  at 
the  regenerating  font  on  the  feast  of  St.  Michael,  and  re- 
ceived the  name  of  Rebecca.  On  the  same  day,  Mrs.  Seton 
committed  to  paper  the  sentiments  that  arose  in  her  mind 
on  the  occasion,  and  we  place  tbom  before  the  reader  as  a 
model  for  the  Christian  parent. 

"Weihctdaff,  St.  MichaeTs  day,  1802.— This  day  my 
little  Rebecca  is  received  into  the  ark  of  our  Lord.  She 
has  been  blessed  by  the  prayer  of  faith,  that  she  may  re- 
ceive the  fulness  of  bis  grace,  and  remain  in  the  number  of 
bis  faithful  children;  that,  being  steadfast  in  faith,  joyful 
through  hope,  and  rooted  in  charity,  she  may  piisa  through 
the  waves  of  this  troublesome  world,  that  finally  she  may 
enlor  the  land  of  everlasting  life.  Glory!  gloiy!  glory  be 
to  Him,  who  has  obtained  for  his  sei'vant  these  inestimable 
privilegea — to  enter  into  covenant  with  him — to  commune 
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with  liis  Spirit — to  receive  the  blesslDg  of  our  rcooocileil 
Father — iuheritora  in  hia  kingdom  of  blessednesa.  Bleseed 
Lord,  can  we  be  forgetful  of  our  duty  to  thee — -to  thee  who 
bast  purehaaed  uU  for  as?  Uh  strengthen  us,  pity  our 
weukuosa,  bo  merciful  to  us,  and,  as  thy  holy  anf^els  alwHja 
do  thee  Herviee  iu  lieuyen,  give  uh  gruce  to  serve  thee  bo 
ikitlifully  while  on  earth  thut  wc  uiay  hcroaftor  be  recc^^ad 
into  their  blesued  society,  and  join  their  evcrlaittinjr  ulle- 
luiaha  in  thy  eternal  kisgdom.  Worthy  ia  the  Ijainb  tliat 
was  slun,  to  receive  power,  and  riches,  and  wisdom,  and 
strength,  and  honor,  and  glory,  and  blessing.  Blessing, 
and  glory,  and  wisdom,  and  thanksgiving,  and  honor,  and 
power,  and    might,   be  unto  our  Uod   forever   and  ever. 

The  letters  and  other  writings  of  Mrs,  Seton  afford  iiiiiiiy 
other  evidences  of  the  zeal  with  which  she  pursued  the  re- 
ligion in  which  she  had  been  educated;  but  we  have  said 
enough  tKi  render  it  unquestionable  that  she  was  a  fervent 
and  practical  advocate  of  piety,  acoordiug  to  her  own  under- 
standing of  the  subject,  and  inculeated  both  by  word  and 
esamplo  those  high  principles  of  morality  which  mude  her  a 
shining  member  of  the  church  to  which  she  belonged  and  a 
bright  ornament  iu  the  soeia!  and  domestic  circle.  To  ac- 
quire this  character  was  the  object  which  she  continually 
proposed  to  hersclfj  and  we  cannot  better  describe  than  in 
her  own  words  the  efforts  which  she  made  to  imprave  hot' 
self  in  all  the  qualities  that  constitute  an  honorable  charac- 
ter and  usefiil  life.  In  a  letter  to  a  distant  friend,  she  says: 
^"  Nor  can  I  ever  lament  the  season  of  youth,  for  that  of 
middle  age  is  much  more  desirable,  and  lust^  much  longer, 
particularly  if  it  prepares  the  way  to  honorable  old  age,  and 
accumulates  such  materialH  as  will  make  that  hapjiy.  All 
my  leisure  hours  have  that  aim ;  and  if  the  point  anticipated 
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u  never  reached,  it  certunly  fulfils  the  present  monicnte  Ui 
the  beat  advantage,  and  if  their  memory  remauiB,  it  will  ba 
&  source  of  the  greatest  pleasure." 

The  precediag  part  of  Mrs.  Seton'a  history  embraous 
particularly  those  facte  which  exhibit  hor  personal  worth  oa 
K  wife,  the  mother  of  a  family,  and  a.  member  of  Eocieiy  in 
general;  but  the  close  rQlsCious  which  she  continued  to 
maintain  with  her  father,  and  the  virtues  which  they  called 
into  actioD,  are  worthy  of  special  remark,  inaemuch  us  they 
contribute  more  fully  to  the  portrayal  of  her  character. 
The  private  worth  and  professional  distinction  of  Dr.  Hay- 
ley  coDcurred  to  merit  for  him  the  warmest  affection  and 
profonndest  respect  of  his  children,  while  the  valuable 
eervices  which  he  rendered  to  the  cause  of  science  and 
humanity  won  for  him  a.  deserved  celebrity  in  Europe  as 
well  as  in  America. 

Having  completed  his  studies  in  England, 
the  practice  of  medicine  in  New  York,  and 
distinction  by  his  successful  treatment  of  di 
^kill  in  sui^ery.  He  was  the  first  to  discover  the  in&am- 
maUiry  nature  of  the  croup, — oo  which  he  published  a  work, 
— was  a  member  of  the  Medical  Faculty  uf  Columbia  Col- 
lie from  its  commencement,  and  was  one  of  the  earliest 
promoters  of  the  Now  York  Dispensary.  Having  devoted 
particular  attention  to  the  investigation  of  yellow  fever  and 
its  coTises,  during  repeated  ravages  of  this  fearful  scourge, 
be  wrote  a  work  on  the  subject,  which  is  distinguished  foi 
its  practical  and  sound  observations.  Appointed  bealth- 
phjsioian  to  the  port  of  New  York,  he  became  chiefly  ii 
Btruuiental  in  proouring  the  enactment  of  the  state  quara; 
tine  laws,  and  succesafully  contributed  to  obtain  similai 
regulations  from  the  general  government.* 
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WTiile  Dr.  Rajley  waa  pursuing  a  profession  whichj  with 
his  energetic  iniiid  and  autive  hftbits,  subjected  bJm  to  the 
most  arduoua  labors  and  exposed  his  life  to  the  must  immi- 
nent danger,  he  found  some  relief  from  his  daily  toils  in 
the  afl'eotionate  regard  and  accomplished  society  of  his 
daughter.  He  had  impressed  upon  the  minds  of  his  chil- 
dren, from  their  earliest  youth,  that  the  hnppiueBS  of  their 
father  depended  upun  them;  and  the  lesson  was  aeted  upon 
ta  hia  eutire  satisfaction  by  Mrs.  Seton.  We  have  soon  how 
fondly  she  was  attached  to  him  in  childhood.  At  a  later 
period,  when  his  occupations  became  more  arduous  and  in- 
cessant, it  was  her  constant  aim  to  please  him  by  evidences 
of  filial  attachment.  Although  he  had  married  a  second 
time — a  circumstance  often  resulting  in  tho  disturbance  of 
the  harmonious  relations  between  parent  and  child — she  lost 
nothing  of  that  fond  affection  which  she  had  always  enter' 
tained  for  him.  In  this  she  only  corresponded  to  the  ten- 
der love  and  solicitude  which  ho  evinced  for  her.  Writing 
to  her  a  short  time  before  her  marriage,  he  says:  "Solicit- 
ous always,  and  on  all  ooeasiona,  to  hear  from  you  or  to 
correspond  with  you,  you  find  I  do  not  omit  any  opportunity 
to  promote  that  pleasure.  Most  of  us  are  tinctured  with  a 
little  of  the  selfish — yours  is  of  that  kind  that  you  corre- 
spond chiefly  with  yourself.  Now,  I  approve  of  that  mode 
of  correspondence,  if  you  add  a  new  atoek  of  information 
and  DSeful  knowledge  to  your  fonner  acquisitions.  In  this 
case  you  have  my  permission  to  persevere.  In  suoh  a  case, 
and  in  all  instances,  believe  me  your  affectionate  friend  and 

Whether  at  home  or  abroad,  Dr.  Bayley  possessed  in  the 
devotedness  of  his  daughter  a  source  of  unmingled  pleasmo 
and  most  grateful  relaxation.  Ilis  humane  and  indefatiga- 
ble attentions  to  the  victims  of  disease  were  interrupted 
during  the  day  only  to  seek  a  brief  repose  near  the  piano 
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where  fihe  presided  witt  ekilful  hand;  and  when  absent  from 
home,  in  the  prosecution  of  professional  busincB?,  he  who 
delighted  with  the  inl^rcourse  which  her  letters  enabled  him 
to  enjoy.  The  following  extracts  from  their  correspundence 
will  show  the  affectionate  regard,  frankness  of  heart,  and 
playful  spirit,  which  contributed  so  much  to  the  mutual  gra- 
tification of  the  parent  and  the  child.  Suffering  from  in- 
dieposition,  he  thus  writes  to  her  at  the  comnienceracnt  of 
the  year: — "I  mu§t  smile,  although  I  cannot  swallow  but 
with  difficulty.  OonGDeDiout  is  bo  unusual  a  thing  for  me, 
that  the  novelty  aSorda  me  the  moat  solid  satisfaction.  No 
bustle — no  feeling  of  pulses — no  scolding  nor  being  scolded 
at — thus  retired  as  it  were  within  myself,  I  have  neither 
care,  thought,  or  wish — not  even  to  see  you.  Now,  let  us 
see  how  the  matter  stands.  Snppose  me  entering  jour 
room,  exclaiming,  'My  dear  daughter,  I  wish  you  a  happy 
new  year;  Seton,  how  are  you?  I  wish  you  a  happy  year.' 
'Thank  yon,  sir;  I  wish  you  a  great  many.'  I  assert,  the 
foregoing  is  better  transacted  in  idea,  for  the  very  reason 
that  a  pantomime  is  a  more  rational  exhibition  for  an  active 
miad  to  contemplate  than  the  dull,  commonplace,  visa 
voce  representation  of  a  play.  Thus  I  am  sitaated;  re- 
moved from  the  necessity  of  acting  on  the  stage  of  the 
world,  my  mind  furnishes  me  with  all  that  la  necessary.  An 
inflammation  in  the  throat,  although  troublesome  to  a  de- 
gree, is  not  so  painful  as  a.  swelling  at  the  side  of  the  face, 
with  a  tender  tw>tb;  but,  as  I  am  really  confined,  1  would 
take  that  too,  if  it  would  rid  your  friend  of  it.  Guard 
against  the  sudden  changes  of  weather;  never  dwell  on 
trifles;  be  mistress  of  yourself;  then  I  am  convinced  you 
will  always  have  the  credit  of  acting  well." 

When  on  a  visit  to  Albany,  in  the  year  1800,  Dr.  Bay- 
jcj  received  from  his  daughter  the  following  expressions  of 
her  regard : — "New   York,  March  4. — My  father,  a  littls 
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faithfkl  heart  lias  been  conversing  with  you  this  hour  past, 
and  I  have  engaged  to  copy  from  it  a  part  of  its  contentfr-^ 
that  it  regrets  your  absence,  is  extremely  anxious  for  your 
present  safety,  and  will  rejoice  when  you  return.  The  post 
goes  to-morrow;  therefore  there  is  no  time  to  wait  till  the 
biain  is  in  the  humor  of  invention,  and  therefore  you  must 
receive  the  present  communication  from  that  source  which 
is  always  ready  when  you  are  the  person  in  question;  and 
it  has  also  a  peculiar  pleasure  in  conveying  to  you  the  in- 
telligence that  its  friend,  who  was  yesterday  a  sufferer,  is  well 
to-day." 

"March  12. — ^The  heart  of  your  Betty  jumped  for  joy 
at  sight  of  the  letter  that  was  to  tell  her  of  your  safe  ar- 
rival, that  you  were  well,  and  in  the  midst  of  friends;  and 
can  it  be  that  there  is  any  charm  in  the  visit  to  Albany  to 
compensate  for  your  absence  from  New  York?  Dear  sir, 
indeed  you  mistook:  it  was  but  a  momentary  impression, 
which,  I  am  sure,  is  before  this  time  changed  into  the  re- 
collections of  those  dottceurs  without  which  every  other  gra- 
tification loses  its  charm  with  its  novelty.  That  ever  you 
should  observe  the  distance  of  the  belt  from  the  chin  *  It 
is  true  that  very  conspicuous  points  must  attract  attention : 
so  far  it  is  easy  to  imagine, — more  so  than  that  your  mind 
should  be  in  that  pliant,  happy  mood  to  admit  of  amusement 
from  transient  objects.  I  wish  it  may  long  remain  in  the 
desirable  state  your  letter  left  you  in,  like  holiday  to  the 
child  that  has  long  been  kept  in  school  and  harassed  by  the 

severity  of  its  teacher I  have  been  copying  so 

many  English  letters,  French  letters,  &c.,  that  one  ey3  ia 
open,  the  other  shut;  therefore,  dear  Mr.  Papa,  I  wish  yov 
a  night  of  rest  and  myself  the  same  Your  most  deal 
daughter,  E.  A.  Seton." 

*  An  allttiion  to  some  remark  of  her  father. 
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Th«  amiable  qn&litlca  here  depicted  could  not  faU  lo  so- 
tare  a  corresponding  feeling  in  a  parent  of  so  generous  n 
natore  as  Dr.  Bajlej.  But,  enbuDced  as  they  were  by  the 
Jioblest  sentiments  uf  virtue,  they  rendered  his  daughter  an 
object  of  unbounded  adiuiratJon  in  his  eyes.  Writing  to 
him  on  one  occasion,  after  indulging  her  usuul  vuin  of  hi- 
brity,  sbc  concludes  her  letter  in  the  following  beautiTui 
•train  : — "  I  have  been  reading  of  the  High  and  Holy  One 
who  inhabits  eternity,  and  selecting  such  passages  as  I  wish 
to  transmit  to  my  daughter.  How  the  world  lessens  and  re- 
uedce!  How  calm  and  peaceable  are  hours  spent  in  such 
solitude  I  They  are  marked  down  for  useful  purposes,  and 
their  memory  remains.  I  close  my  evening  employment 
with  'oriaona  for  thee.'  Peace  be  with  my  father."  To  this 
elevation  of  soul  and  practical  wisdom  Mrs.  Seton  joined  h 
degree  of  respectful  submission  to  the  wishes  of  her  father, 
which  was  not  leas  attractive  in  the  eyes  of  a  parent. 
Though  circumstances  would  sometimes  place  him  at  a  dLi- 
tance  from  her,  she  regarded  him  as  present,  and  observed 
bis  counsels  with  the  some  exactitude  as  if  he  were  a  wit- 
ness of  her  conduct.  "  Your  spirit,"  she  tolls  him,  "  sur- 
rounds your  child,  who  checks  each  word  you  would  prevent 
and  pursues  every  action  that  you  would  approve."  It  is 
easy  to  conceive  how  truly  such  virtue  was  appreciated  by 
Dr.  Bayley,  and  how  refreshing  must  have  been  its  effects 
ftmid  the  laborious  duties  in  which  he  was  so  actively  en- 
gaged. In  the  discharge  of  hia  office  as  health  physician 
to  the  port  of  New  York,  he  passed  much  of  hia  time  at 
Staten  Island,  where  vessels  were  detained  at  quarantine. 
Here  the  scenes  of  distress  and  suffering  which  occurred 
tmong  the  emigrants,  who  frequently  arrived  in  consider- 
able numberB,  and  which  almost  defy  description,  called  into 
constant  action  the  energetic  benevolence  of  Dr.  Bajlej. 
While  the  yellow  fover  was  raging  on  board  of  the  infoi'ted 
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vessels,  hiirryiug  to  the  grave  hondrcds  of  unfortaaatfl 
beings  who  had  scarcelj  seen  the  light  of  day  sioce  thej  had 
embarked  from  home,  and  little  infanta  were  dying  by  scnrefl 
as  soon  as  admitted  into  the  fresh  air,  or  famishiag  at  the 
mother's  breast,  unable  to  receive  other  nourishiuent  or  to 
find  it.  Dr.  Bayley  wils  everywhere  seen  among  the  siA 
and  tha  dying  —  sometimes  carrying  the  aluiuat  lifeloas 
babes  in  his  own  arms,  to  place  them  in  comfortable  beds. 
To  the  countless  numbers  that  came  from  fureigu  couutries, 
and  wore  suffering  from  the  pestilence,  he  was  a  real  father. 
In  offices  of  huma.nity  he  never  wearied,  and  every  rising 
sun  found  him  already  two  or  three  hours  engaged  in  the 
work  of  charity.  Although  Mrs.  Seton  could  not  partici- 
pate in  the  active  philanthropy  of  her  father,  she  did  not 
lack  the  disposition  to  do  all  that  she  possibly  could  to  as- 
su^e  the  sufferings  of  her  fel low-he iogs.  The  language  in 
which  she  alludes  to  their  pitiable  coodition  exhibits  a  heart 
filled  with  the  most  tender  commiseration.  Writing  to  her 
sister-in-law  on  this  eabject,  she  says  :^"  Kebecca,  I  cannot 
sleeps  the  dying  and  the  dead  possess  my  mind— babies 
perishing  at  the  empty  breast  of  the  expiring  mother.  And 
this  is  not  fancy,  but  the  scene  that  surrounds  me.  Father 
says  such  was  never  known  before;  that  there  are  actually 
twelve  children  that  must  die  for  mere  want  of  sustenance, 
unable  to  take  more  than  t}ic  breast,  and,  from  the  wretched- 
ness of  their  parents,  deprived  of  it,  as  they  have  lain  ill  foi 
many  days  in  the  ship,  without  food,  air,  or  changing.  Mer- 
oiful  Father  1  oh,  how  readily  would  1  give  them  each  a  turn 
of  my  child's  treasure,  if  in  my  choice !  But,  Kebeoca,  they 
have  a  provider  in  heaven  who  will  ftoothc  the  pangs  of  the 
Buffering  innocent."  Such  waa  the  heartfelt  sympathy  with 
which  she  contemplated  the  misery  of  those  around  her,  that 
she  was  tempted  to  wean  ber  own  child,  in  order  to  become 
t  mother  to  the  little  ones  whom  siohness  bad  deprived  of 
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all  parental  asfiistancc.  But  this  her  father  woulii  net  per- 
mit, ae  her  first  duty  regarded  those  who  were  more  imiue- 
diately  under  her  charge.  Her  obligations  to  this  reapcct 
allowed  her  comparative  leisure  in  her  retirement  at  StatcD 
Island ;  and  she  did  not  fail  to  employ  to  the  beet  advantage 
the  moments  which  were  left  from  her  domestic  avocatious. 
One  hour  of  the  day  was  devoted  to  the  gratification  of  her 
father,  who  found  no  more  effectual  relaxation  from  big  ar- 
dnous  and  perilous  office  than  to  listen  to  the  sweet  musio 
of  the  piano;  but  to  prayer  and  the  reading  of  tho  holy 
Scriptures  she  appropriated  much  more  time,  and  she  cspc- 
rieaced  the  purest  joy  in  these  esercises  of  Christian  piety.* 
The  following  effusion,  written  at  a  season  when  the  ravaj^cs 
of  death  were  actively  going  on  around  her,  will  show  the 
peace  of  mind  which,  under  these  circumstanoes,  she  derived 
from  reli^ous  meditation,  and  her  grateful  acnae  for  the 
favors  vouchsafed  to  her  and  her  family: — "  'Consider  the 
blessings  that  are  at  His  right  band  for  them  that  love  him.' 
I  was  awoke  from  my  sleep  this  morning  with  these  sweet 
words  still  sounding  in  my  ears — a  bright  sun  and  every 
blessing  surrounding  me.  Often  does  the  perishing  body 
enjoy  this  happiness,  while  tho  soul  is  still  imprisoned  in 
the  shades  of  darkness.  This  day  it  flies  to  Him,  the  nier- 
ciftil  giver  of  these  unspeakable  blessings,  without  a  fear  or 
one  drawback  but  the  dread  of  that  frailty  returning  which 
has  so  often  sunk  it  in  ibe  depths  of  sorrow.  Merciful  Fa- 
ther, graciously  save  it  from  the  worst  of  all  misery, — that  of 
offending  its  adored  benefactor  and  friend.     I'raise  the  Ixird, 


•  Ai  nn  svidonce  of  Mrs.  Sutun'g  ajmirstiun  at  pitly,  He  nill  men. 
tlon  hara  Lbnt  ebe  vas  atnick  with  Iho  nligiaua  demeitnui  of  iho  IrHb 
•ulgranU  who  lonJed  ufl  SUiten  lalnnd  far  Lhe  purpura  of  rBccirtiiB 
nediiwl  aid.     "  Tho  Dnt  thing  tbe^e  poor  people  dM  when  the;  gi 
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nrlheuuic;;  and  ever;  monJigniiiGadithem  repeating  Ibeirptniaai."  B 
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oh  my  Boul !  Prnias  him,  that  the  blcs»ed  impulse  of  gnict 
may  redound  bi  thy  own  happinoss  und  glury,  for  to  htic 
tJiy  praiso  cbd  add  nothing;  tu  thyself  it  is  ddw  the  meant 
of  (Trace  and  comfortj  and  hereafter  will  be  thy  pleasure  and 
joy  through  eternity." 

But  the  period  had  arrived  when  Mrs.  Seton  was  to  ex- 
perience one  of  the  severest  trials  that  could  fall  to  her  iut. 
Dr.  Baylej,  her  father,  was  about  to  end  a  life  of  active  use- 
fulnesa,  on  the  vejy  apot  and  in  the  very  cause  where  his 
jBDore  had  been  bo  eateaaively  beneficial  to  the  medical  prO' 
fesaioD  and  to  humanity.  In  the  discharge  of  hia  duty  at 
health  physician,  in  August,  1801,  he  directed  the  passen- 
gera  and  crew  of  an  Irish  emigrant  veaaol  with  ship  fever  to 
go  on  shore  to  the  rooms  and  teuta  appointed  for  them,  leav- 
iDg  their  baggage  behind.  This  was  in  the  evening.  Early 
the  following  morning,  upon  going  to  the  hospital,  he  found 
that  his  orders  had  been  disobeyed,  and  crew  and  passen- 
gers, men,  women,  and  children,  well,  sick,  and  dying,  with 
all  their  baggage,  were  huddled  together  in  one  a,partment, 
where  they  had  passed  the  night.  Into  this  apartment,  be- 
fore it  had  been  veutilated,  he  imprudently  entered,  and  re- 
mained but  a  moment,  being  compelled  to  retire  by  the  most 
deadly  sickness  at  the  stomach  and  intense  pain  in  the  head, 
which  seized  him  immediately  upon  entering  the  room.* 
Returning  home,  he  retired  to  his  bed,  from  which  he  never 
rose.  The  anguish  of  bis  affectionate  and  devoted  daughter, 
at  this  crisis,  may  be  better  imagined  than  described.  All 
that  the  tenderest  solicitude  eould  surest  was  done  by  hei 
to  I'elieve  his  sufferiugs.  She  watehed  continually  at  hid 
side,  and  poured  forth  her  fervent  prayers  to  God  for  hia 
welfare.  In  fact,  the  mercy  of  God  was  her  only  resourca 
in  thoAc  moments  of  deep  affliction,  and  she  invoked  it  in- 
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ceffia&U;  in  behalf  of  ber  beloved  parent.  She  thug  ex- 
presses her  sentiinenta  on  thU  ocoobiod  id  a  letter  to  a  sisler- 
iu-law.  "My  owu  Bebeoca'a  heart  aohea  for  me — but  ail  id 
vaiD.  The  chaDoe  is  so  small,  that  hope  is  folly,  esccpt  3£ 
«e  refer  it  tu  ^im  who  can  renew  both  body  and  soul  iti  an 
iu^tant.  He  cannot  retain  any  nourishment  or  get  rc?t  for 
any  length  of  time)  knows  his  dear  Betty,  so  as  lo  express 
fcy  his  looks  his  pleasure  at  seeing  her,  aod  Bometimes  putb 
out  hia  hand.  Your  poor  sister's  only  refuge  is  the  Fulhci- 
that  cannot  be  removed.  Oh  !  how  sweet  is  such  refuge  iu 
this  hour  !"  Snch  was  Mrs.  Seton'e  trust  in  God,  not  only 
for  the  bodily  relief  of  her  father,  hut  principally  for  the 
welfare  of  his  soul.  She  knew  that  his  religious  ideas  were 
too  conformable  to  the  principles  of  the  then  prevalent  phi- 
loBOphy,  and  she  feared,  notwithstanding  his  groat  moral  vir- 
4ues,  lest  his  salvation  might  be  in  danger.  In  the  ardor 
of  her  love,  and  with  full  confidence  in  the  infinite  goodiiosa 
of  God,  she  endeavored  to  think  of  some  saerifice  which 
could  be  offered  to  the  Almighty  as  a.  pledge  for  the  eternal 
happiness  of  her  father's  soul.  At  length  she  adopted  the 
following  espedient.  Leaving  her  dying  parent  for  a  few 
momenta,  she  went  to  the  cradle  where  her  infant  child  was 
sleeping,  clasped  it  in  her  arms,  and,  going  out  on  the  piazza 
of  the  building,  she  there  raised  the  little  innocent  babe  to- 
ward heaven,  and  appealed  to  the  divine  compassion,  sny- 
iag,  "0  Jesua,  my  merciful  Father  and  God!  take  this 
little  innocent  offering;  I  give  it  to  thee  with  all  my  heart; 
take  it,  my  Lord,  but  save  my  father's  soul."  It  pleased 
diviue  Providence,  however,  not  to  deprive  her  of  the  child 
which  she  bore  in  her  arms.  It  was  reserred,  with  her 
other  children,  to  be  reared  iu  the  knowledge  of  the  true 
fuith,  after  she  herself  had  been  introduced  into  the  one  fold 
ler  one  shepherd.  On  the  seventh  day  of  his  sickness, 
ibout  the  Itith  of  August.  Dr.  Bajley  expired,  leavinj;  bo- 
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liiiid  him  a.  high  clmractcr  as  ti  cliDically-iDatniutcd  phjgv 
oian,  "  aa  excellent  and  bold  operator,  a  prompt  practitioucr, 
of  rapid  diagnosia  aod  unhesitating  decision.  In  demeanor 
B  perfect  gentleman,  honest  and  chivalrously  honorablej  of 
perfect  int«grit7,  and  little  tolerant  of  obliquity  in  otheis; 
ever  ready  to  serve  the  cause  of  his  profession ;  inflexible  in 
bia  altachments,  Invincible  in  bis  dislikes,  and  unbrooking 
of  insult;  in  temper  fiery,  yet  suddenly  oool — a  fault  which 
he  knew  and  regretted;  tbornnghly  fearless ;  somewhat  too 
strongly  partial  to  certain  patients,  but  withal  charitable  to 
a  fault."*'"  He  was  one  of  those  characters  that  make 
warm  friends  and  bitter  enemies.  His  servants  and  depend- 
ants were  much  attached  to  him,  and  for  several  years  after 
Lis  death  they  were  known  to  shed  tears  at  the  mention  sf 
his  name. 

With  the  ardent  temperament  of  Mrs.  Seton  and  her  fond- 
devot«duess  to  her  father,  the  bereavement  which  she  enf- 
fered  by  his  death  would  have  produced  the  most  disastrous 
results  for  her  happiness,  had  she  not  been  strengthened 
against  all  the  vicissitudes  of  life  by  the  steady  cultivation 
of  a  spirit  of  submission  to  the  decrees  of  Providence.  This 
disposition  enabled  her  to  moderate  her  grief;  and  alchongh 
she  ever  recalled  the  memory  of  Dr.  Bayley  with  the  pro- 
foundest  sentiments  of  love  and  veneration,  she  did  not  fur- 
get  that  the  Almighty  had  reserved  for  her,  In  the  family 
around  her,  an  ample  field  for  the  immediate  exercise  of  her 
afiectionate  solicitude.  It  was  her  only  remaining  wish, 
after  the  interment  of  her  distinguished  parent,  that  she 
might  be  permitted  after  death  to  repose  by  his  side.  But 
tliJB  prayer  was  not  granted :  it  was  ordained  in  the  counsels 
of  Heaven  that  she  herself  should  become  a  nucleus  around 
which  would  he  gathered  the  precious  remains  of  her  chii- 
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dree  and  her  spiritual  daughters,  who  will  not  Uc"  'cpanitcd 
from  her  in  death  aft«r  huving  beeu  united  iu  thn  I>oiidit  uf 
charitj  duriug  life. 

After  the  demise  of  her  father,  Mrs.  Betnn  bccraed  to 
grow  more  fervent  in  the  practice  of  her  religion.  The  ex- 
tracts already  furnished  from  her  papers,  some  of  wliich 
trcro  posterior  in  date  to  the  event  just  mentioned,  clearly 
show  that  Hfi  she  advanced  in  years  the  practice  of  piety 
engaged  her  deep  and  conatant  -attention.  We  wit!  here 
furnish  one  oi  two  additional  passages  from  her  writings  at 
this  period,  with  a  view  to  indicate  the  sentiinente  which 
Boiinated  her  previoualy  to  the  tncrcaaed  affliction  which  an 
all'Vrise  Providence  woe  preparing  for  her.  On  Sunday,  the 
23d  of  May,  1802,  on  which  most  probably  she  had  com- 
muned, she  thus  expresses  herself: — "  This  blessed  day,  my 
soul  was  first  sensibly  convinced  of  the  blessing  and  practi- 
cability of  an  entire  surrender  of  itself  and  all  its  faculties 
to  God.  It  has  been  the  Lord's  day  indeed  to  me — ^though 
many,  many  temptations  to  forget  my  heavenly  possession, 
in  his  constant  presence,  have  pressed  upon  me.  Kut,  blessed 
be  my  gracious  Shepherd,  in  this  lost  hour  of  his  day  I  am 
■t  rest  within  his  fold,  sweetly  refreshed  with  the  waters  of 
comfort  which  have  flowed  through  the  soul  of  his  minister- 
ing servant."  In  the  month  of  August,  the  &amc  year,  ehe 
formed  the  following  resolutions,  which  evince  a  serious  at 
tentioa  to  the  practice  of  the  Christian  maxima,  "  Solemnly 
in  the  presence  of  my  Judge,  I  resolve,  through  hJa  grace, 
to  remember  my  infirmity  and  my  sin;  to  keep  the  door  of 
my  lips;  to  consider  the  cause  of  sorrow  for  sin  iu  myself 
aod  them  whose  souls  are  as  dear  to  me  as  my  own ;  to  check 
And  restrain  all  uselesB  words;  to  deny  myself  and  exercise 
that  severity  that  I  know  is  due  to  my  sin;  to  judge  myself 
thereby,  trusting  through  mercy  that  I  shall  not  be  severely 
jidged  by  my  Lord."     The  following  year,  on  the  9th  of 
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Jfarohy  she  penned  a  beautiful  act  of  thanksgiyiag  to  God^ 
in  whioh  she  alludes  to  the  happy  exchange  of  this  life's 
shadows  and  pains  for  the  glory  and  felicity  of  the  next. 
'*  Oh  let  our  souls  praise  thee,  and  our  all  be  devoted  to  thy 
Borvioe;  then  at  the  last  we  shall  praise  thee,  day  without 
night,  rejoicing  in  thy  eternal  courts — ^by  the  light  of  thy 
oolostial  glories  all  our  darkness,  pains,  and  sorrows,  will  be 
forever  dispersed — ^those  clouds  and  griefs  which  now  cp- 
press  and  weigh  down  the  souls  of  thy  poor,  erring  creatures 
will  be  gone  and  remembered  no  more.  Those  thorns  which 
now  obstruct  our  path — ^those  shades  which  now  obscure  the 
light  of  thy  heavenly  truth — ^all,  all  shall  be  done  away,  and 
give  place  to  thy  cheering  presence,  to  the  eternal,  unchang- 
ing joys  which  thou  hast  in  store  for  the  souls  of  thy  faith- 
ful servants."  Thus  did  the  good  providence  of  God  permit 
her  to  cherish  the  most  fervent  sentiments  of  religion,  even 
in  communion  with  the  sect  in  which  she  had  been  educated, 
that  her  mind  might  be  fortified  against  the  influence  of  ap- 
proaching tribulation,  and  particularly  that  her  subsequent 
abjuration  of  error  might  be  invested  with  a  greater  eclat, 
and  exhibit  more  strikingly  the  riches  of  that  mercy  which 
calls  the  wandering  sheep  into  the  pastures  of  truth  and 
eternal  life.  In  the  following  book  it  will  he  seen  how  the 
Almighty  prepared  the  way  for  this  signal  ezerciim  of  bii 
iofinite  goodi 


HB8.    E.    A.    BETOH. 


I 


BOOK  II. 

Mr-  EetoTi's  iU-fapalth — Voyaga  to  TUilj,  nooompaaifld  bj  hla  wift  and 
•Idwt  daughter— Mre.  Su ton's  Bcntiiuonti— tlur  juurnni—InciiloDlji  on 

roBisuatJoD  uid  I'urtltude — Tbti  Captiano— Mr.  Selno  grnna  ncnkof'- 
QoBnuitine  preeMitioos— Mrs.  Sston'i  cgnOduncg  In  Uod—Cnuirort  la 
btir  hoBbind— His  soffenngs— Tin  CiipiUno'B  rDligi.in— 8DDtiinanU  uf 
Hr.  &e ton— Viai tore  ■(  tbo  LnEoretto — laoidont  u(  Mrs.  Seluii'a  juutb 
— Reawtjonr— CDininanioD  «Uh  hoinB-Atunliuna  f>  her  tmsUnd- 
DeTodoos— Jonroey  W  Pisn^Devoledoefs  of  Mw.  Solon— llor  hut- 
bnnd'i  diiposiiiunn — Ilia  denUi — Em-rgy  and  fgrliludo  of  liia  wifu — 
Wbut  ilraogers  thoogbt  uf  her  —  AttanlJuai  and  BymjBlby  from 
friendB— Visit  lo  FloreDOe— Impreuions. 


Earlt  id  the  spring  of  1803,  Mr.  Scton'e  health,  vhich 
Iiad  always  been  estreuicly  di^licote,  Beemed  to  be  rapidly 
declioiug,  and  he  was  advised  by  his  physiciana  to  try  the 
experimcDt  of  it  sea-voyage  for  the  purpose  of  reviving  his 
Biakiag  franie.  A  oomniercial  intercourse  had  made  him 
long  and  favorably  known  to  the  MesHTB.  Filicclii,  distin- 
guished merchants  at  Leirhom,  which  determined  him  to 
visit  the  genial  clirae  of  that  country,  and  lo  renew  an  ao- 

Iquaiatance  which  he  had  formed  with  it  in  his  earlier  years. 
With  a  view  to  afford  her  suffering  husband  every  attention 
that  his  situation  required,  Mrs.  Seton  resolved  to  accom- 
pany him,  and  iinmediat«ly  set  about  the  necessary  prepara- 
tions for  the  voyage,  confiding  to  her  relatives  the  care  of 
her  younger  children,  and  Beleeting  her  eldest  daughter, 
Anna  Maria,  then  in  her  ninth  year,  as  a  conipanibn  tluriug 
her  travels.  The  severe  trial  which  carried  Mrs,  Seton  from 
home,  and  the  fearful  uncertainty  which  yet  hung  over  the 
issue  of  tbo  journey,  wore  well  cnlculated  to  plunge  her  into 
the  deepest  sorrow;   but  her  confidence  in  God  and  resigna- 
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tion  to  Ills  divine  will  ^ustiiincd  her  coiirnge  aad  coinpcwcd 
her  mind  for  every  ufl'uir  that  deuianded  attention.  Wo 
niaj  foriL  some  idea  of  her  eentimenfa  at  this  period  from 
the  folloiring  lines  nritten  to  one  of  her  nearest  friends:  — 
"  My  dear,  dear  Eliza,  your  tendernesa  and  affection  calU 
me  back;  for  often,  often,  with  all  I  have  to  do,  I  forget  I 
am  here.  The  clood  that  would  overpower  can  laly  ha 
borne  by  atriving  to  get  aboTe  it.  Seton  hae  had  new  auil 
severe  snffering  siece  1  saw  you;  all  say  it  is  preaamption, 
and  next  to  madness,  to  undertake  our  voyage;  but  yoa 
know  we  reason  differently.  Saturday  is  now  the  day; 
every  thing  is  ready  and  on  board.  We  will,  dear  EIIbr, 
rest  upon  Him,  our  only  strength,  and  my  soul  is  thankful, 
for  surely,  with  all  the  many  calla  we  have  to  resign  our 
hopes  in  this  life,  we  naturally  without  one  lingering  paia 
must  seek  our  rest  above.  Can  it  be  that  we  will  be  there 
to  separate  no  more?     With  the  strong  and  ardent  faith 


sweU 

9  you  Jis  my 

Dear,  dear 
L  only  say, 


»ith  which  I  receive  and  dwell  c 
and  reatine  oa  the  mercy  of  God.  May  he  blea 
Boul  blesses  you,  ana  raise  you  above  the  aorroT 
with  which  your  soul  has  so  long  struggled ! 
Eliza,  my  heart  trembles  within  mo,  and  I  cs 
take  my  darlings  often  in  your  arms,  and  do  not  let  the 
membrance  of  any  thing  I  have  ever  done  that  has  vexed 
you  come  twice  to  your  thoughts.  I  know  it  will  not;  but 
it  seems  now  to  me  like  ray  last  hour  with  all  that  I  love." 
To  a  youthful  and  beloved  relative,  in  whose  welfare  aha 
took  a  particular  interest,  Mrs.  Seton  addressed  the  follow- 
ing parting  advice ; — "Although  I  leave  you  in  the  hands  of 
your  dearest  friends,  and  under  the  protecting  care  of  our 
detir  and  Heavenly  Father,  still  my  heart  would  dictate  to 
you  many  anKioua  requests  respecting  jour  habitual  ;l>. 
Borvanco  of  that  heavenly  Christian  life  you  have  ao  eaily 
begun;  and  in  order  lo  pcracvore  in  this,  yuur  first  atton- 
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tion  maet  be  to  make  to  joaracif  a  fi^w  pnrtlcular  mini, 
wbich  jou  must  not  Buffer  any  thing  on  earth  to  divert  yoa 
from,  as  they  relate  ini mediately  to  your  sucreil  duty  to  your 
God;  and,  if  you  find  that  there  are  any  uhsluclcs  in  ynur 
way — and  douhtless  you  will  find  niauy,  aa  every  CliriBtiim 
does  in  the  fnlfilnient  of  their  duty, — Btill  persevere  witii 
yet  more  earuestuesa,  and  n:joic«  to  bear  your  share  in  the 
,  which  18  our  passport  and  sea!  to  the  kingdom  of  our 
'  Redeemer.  Nor  will  your  steadiness  of  conduct  ever  injure 
}u  even  in  the  minds  of  those  who  act  differently  from 
3U,  for  all  who  love  you  will  respect  and  esteem  yuu  the 
'  more  for  persevering  in  what  you  know  to  be  your  duty. 
And  niay  (he  Divine  Spirit  streugtheu  your  soul  in  his  ser- 
I  Tiee,  and  make  your  way  plain  before  you,  that  whatever 
■e  the  changes  in  this  our  mortal  life,  we  may  find  our  rest 
1  that  blessed  fold,  where  dear  friends  will  no  more  be 
■eparated,  but  perfect  the  virtues  and  affections  which  have 
united  them  here,  by  the  crown  of  immortal  life  and  glory." 
The  day  after  writing  this  note,  October  2d,  the  voyagers 
had  reached  the  quarantine  port  of  New  York  on  their  way 
to  Italy.  Mr.  Seton  already  experienced  the  salutary  effects 
of  a  change  of  air,  and  aa  to  his  wife,  she  thus  expressed 
her  feelings  on  leaving  home  r — "  My  heart  is  lifted,  feels  ite 
treasure,  and  the  little  cabin  and  my  cross  are  objects  of 
peace  and  sweet  comfort.  He  is  with  me,  and  what  can  I 
fear?"  Although  the  parting  from  homo  drew  tears  from 
her  eyes,  she  was  resigned  to  the  circumstances  that  com- 
pelled it.  On  the  following  day,  the  vesFel  having  neared 
the  tight-house,  Mr.  Scton's  symptoms  continued  to  be 
favorable.  From  this  position,  Mrs.  Seton  addressed  a  note 
to  her  sister-in-law,  Rebecca,  in  which  she  says :— "  I  feel  so 
nlisfied  iu  my  bidden  treasure,  that  you  might  think  me  an 
old  rock.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  O'Brien  (the  captain  and  hia  wift) 
KK  really  'kind  friends  to  us.    The  steward  seoros  as  aniiou§ 
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U)  pIcBso  me  as  gtcii  our  Mnry*  could  be,  naJ  a  dear  littla 
child,  about  eighteen  months  old,  inakcB  nie  si^h  for  Tatt£  yf 
but,  as  I  told  my  Bayley,  I  neither  louk  behind  nor  before 
— onli/  Hp,— there  is  my  rest,  and  I  want  nothing.  They 
IhreateQ  a  Btonu,  but  I  fear  not  vsilh  Him."  With  tbia 
calni  temper  of  mind,  which  Mrs.  Selun  uniformly  preserved, 
a  voyage  across  the  Atlantic  could  not  fail  to  be  a  source  of 
abundant  enjoyment,  whether  resulting  from  the  conteU' 
platiun  of  the  natural  woudera  which  it  presented,  or  from 
the  spiritual  associatious  whieh  it  so  readily  su^eHts  to  a 
religious  soul.  About  midway  between  America  and  Italy 
eho  thus  wrote  to  a  friend  at  home ; — "  We  are  now  past  the 
Western  Isles,  which  are  exactly  half-way  between  New 
York  and  Leghorn,  and  hourly  expect  to  meet  some  vessel 
that  may  take  our  lettera  home — as  I  am  sure  my  very  dear 
friend  will  be  among  the  first  in(|uirers  of  news  from  us.  I 
write,  though  sure  there  can  be  little  to  interest  jou  after 
saying  that  Mr.  Seton  is  daily  getting  better  and  that  little 
Ann  and  myself  are  well.  If  I  dared  indulge  my  enthu- 
Biasm,  and  describe,  as  far  as  I  could  give  them  words,  my  ex- 
travagant enjoyments  in  gazing  on  the  ocean,  and  the  rising 
and  setting  sun,  and  the  moonlight  evenings,  a  quire  of 
paper  would  not  contain  what  I  should  tell  you;  but  one 
subject  you  will  share  with  me,  which  engages  my  whole 
soul, — the  dear,  the  tender,  the  gracious  love  with  which 
every  moment  has  been  marked  in  these  my  boavy  hours 
of  trial.  You  will  believe,  because  you  know,  how  blessed 
thej  are  who  rest  on  our  Heavenly  Father.  Not  one  strug- 
gle nor  desponding  thought  to  contend  with — confiding 
hope  and  consoling  peace  has  attended  my  way  through 
storms  and  dangers  that  must  have  terrified  a  sou!  whos* 
rock  is  not  Christ." 


irvant,  protublj,  a 


■f  Her  jonneest  ohlld,  an  infaiiL 
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During  the  voyage  nothing  of  particular  interest  trap 
spired  except  the  stckuess  of  Mrs.  ScUin'H  diiughtct-,  wbu 
caught  the  whooping-cough  from  the  captain's  eliild,  whic)" 
was  laboriug  under  the  tuuue  complaint.  Mr.  Seton's  health 
was  apparently  improving,  though  he  waa  much  annoyed  bv 
the  coughing  and  crying  of  the  children  around  him.  Hit 
wife  divided  her  time  between  her  devotions  and  the  attt;n- 
tiona  which  she  bestowed  upon  him  and  her  suffering  child. 
Her  Bcntimcnta  and  resolutioua  are  thua  recorded  by  her- 
self, on  the  llth  of  November; — "  My  dear  little  Anna  shed 
Dtany  tears  on  her  prayer-book,  over  the  92d  paalni,  in  con- 
sequence of  my  telling  her  that  we  offended  God  every  duy. 
Our  converBatiou  began  by  her  asking  me  if  God  put  down 
our  bod  actions  in  his  book  as  well  aa  our  good  ones.  She 
said  she  wondered  how  any  one  could  be  aurry  to  see  a  dear 
infant  diej  she  thought  thoro  waa  more  cause  to  cry  when 
they  were  bom.  Oonaidering  the  infirmity  and  corrupt 
Batnre  which  would  overpower  the  Hpirit  of  grace,  and  the 
enormity  of  the  offence  to  which  the  least  indulgence  of 
them  would  lead  me — in  the  anguish  of  my  soul,  shudder- 
ing to  offend  my  adored  Lord,  I  have  this  day  solemnly  en- 
gaged that,  through  the  strength  of  his  Holy  Spirit,  I  will 
not  agaia  expose  that  corrupt  and  infirm  nature  to  the  amall- 
est  temptation  I  can  avoid;  and,  therefore,  if  my  Heavcuty 
Father  will  once  more  reunite  ua  all,  that  I  will  make  a 
daily  Bacriftee  of  every  wish,  even  the  most  innocent,  lesi!; 
thoy  should  betray  me  to  deviation  from  the  solemn  and 
Baered  vow  I  have  now  made.  0  my  God  I  imprint  it  on 
my  soul  with  the  strength  of  the  Holy  Spirit,  that,  by  his 
grace  supported  and  defended,  I  may  never  more  forget  that 
thou  art  my  all,  and  that  I  cannot  bo  received  in  thy 
heavenly  kingdom  without  a  pure  and  faithful  heart,  su- 
premely devoted  to  thy  holy  will.  Oh,  keep  me  for  the  sakfl 
ot  Teens  Christ  1" 
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Sbe  tliua  nott:a  Ihc  incidenlfl  of  NovcmborlO: — "A 
heavy  BUiriu  tif  thnrvder  aud  lightning  at  midnight.  My 
Boul,  assure  1  and  sitoiik  iu  its  Almighty  Protector,  encou- 
raged itself  iu  him,  while  the  knees  treinblcil  as  they  bent  la 
him — the  worm  of  the  dust  ehuking  at  the  terrors  of  1(8  Al- 
migh.ty  Judge — &  helpless  child  clinging  to  the  mercy  uf  ita 
leader  Father — a  redeemed  sonl  strong  in  the  strength  of 
its  adored  Saviour!  After  reading  a  great  deal,  and  long 
and  earnest  praj  w  nt  to  b  d  bnt  could  not  rest.  A  little 
voice,  (my  own  Vnna  who  I  bought  was  asleep,}  in  a  soft 
vrhisper  said,  '  L  m  b  h  a  je  weary  souls.'  I  changed 
my  place  to  he  am  s  he  ocking  of  the  vessel  and  the 
breaking  of  the  wa  es  W  f  rj^ut;  the  heavy  sighs  and 
restless  pains  we  a  n  a  w  t  refreshing  sleep.  Adored 
thy  word,  by  the  voice  of  one  of  thy  little 
!  indeed  to  be  one  of  thy  angels."  On  the 
month,  while  the  Aoe  Maria  bells  were 
arrived  in  the  mole  of  Leghorn.  The 
eventa  which  followed  between  this  period  and  that  of  her 
husband's  death  were  all  recorded  by  Mrs,  Seton  in  a  jour- 
nal, which,  although  nut  possessing  the  strict  connection  and 
phraseology  of  a  narrative,  will  perhaps  be  found  more  in- 
teresting by  the  reader  than  if  presented  in  another  form, 
as  it  is  a  lifelike  picture  of  the  author's  character,  drawn  by 
herself,  at  momente  when  sho  poured  forth  her  eentimento 
and  emotions  Ui  a  bosom  friend  with  tbc  utmost  simplieily 
of  manner,  and  with  all  the  ardor  which  an  entire  freedom 
irom  restraint  would  permit.  This  journal  was  written  at 
the  lazaretto  of  Leghorn,  where  Mr.  Seton,  with  his  wife 
and  child,  was  detained  during  four  weeks  on  account  of 
bis  sickness,  and  bis  having  come  from  New  York,  where 
the  yellow  fever  had  made  ita  appearance. 

"19(A  JVou.,  1803 — 10  o'doe/e  at  niyht. — How  eagerly 
would  you  listen  to  the  voice  that  should  offer  hi  tell  yoQ' 


18th  of  the 
ringing. 


where  your  dear  sister  ia  now — jour  siiul's  sijiter.  Yet  yoi 
could  Dot  rest  in  your  bed  if  you  aiw  her  as  she  is,  sitting 
e  prison,  boiled  in — a  single  w 


,  through  whieh,  if  I  should 
1  to  call  a  sentinel  with  a  cocked  hat 
is,  that  he  may  not  receive  tbe 
e  are  auppoaed  to  have  brought  with  us 
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want  any  thing,  I  an 
and  long  rifled  gun- 
dreadful  infection  n 
from  New  York, 

"To  commenee  from  where  I  left  off  last  night:  1  went 
to  sleep  and  dreamed  I  was  is  the  middle  aisle  of  Trinity 
Ohurch,  singing  vrith  all  my  soul  the  hymn  at  our  dear  en- 
cnunent.  So  much  comfort  made  me  more  than  satisfied,  and 
when  I  heard  in  the  mominj;  a  boat  was  alongside  of  our 
ship,  I  flew  on  deck  and  would  have  thrown  myself  in  tbe 
arms  of  dear  Carlton  ;*  but  lie  retired  from  me,  and  a  guard, 
whom  I  saw  for  the  first  time,  said,  '  Don't  touch.'  It  was 
now  explained  that  our  ship  was  the  first  to  bring  the  newif 
of  the  yellow  fever  in  New  York,  which  our  want  of  a  bill 
of  health  discovered ;  our  ship  must  go  out  in  the  roads,  and 
my  poor  William,  being  sick,  must  go  with  his  baggage  to 
the  lazaretto.  At  this  moment  the  band  of  music  that  al- 
ways welcomes  strangers  came  under  our  cabin  window, 
playing  '  Hail  Columbia,'  and  those  little  tunes  that  set  the 
darlings  singing  and  dancing  at  home.  Mrs.  O'Brien  and 
the  rest  were  almost  wild  with  joy,  while  I  was  glad  to  hide 
in  my  berth  the  fiiU  heart  of  sorrow,  which  seemed  as  if  it 
must  break.  You  cannot  have  an  idea  of  the  looks  of  my 
poor  William,  who  seemed  as  if  he  could  not  live  over  tho 
day.  Presently  appeared  a  boat  with  fourteen  oars,  and  we 
entered  into  another  fastened  to  it.  The  lazaretto  being 
lome  milea  from  town,  we  were  rowed  out  to  sea  again,  and, 
after  an  hour's  ride  over  the  waves,  the  chains  which  croea 
ir  Blsp-brutfaer,  at  tbnt  tim* 
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tlic  cnlrance  of  tlie  canal  whieh  leads  to  this  pluce  were  let 
down  at  the  signal  of  several  Nacccssive  bulls,  and,  attor  an- 
other rowing  between  walla  aa  high  as  our  second-story  win- 
dows, and  the  quarrelling  and  hallooing  of  the  wutermou 
where  we  should  be  landed,  the  boat  slopped.  Anuthcr  suc- 
oexxion  of  bells  brought  down  one  guard  after  another,  and 
in  about  half  on  hour  Monsieur  lo  Capitano,  who,  after  mueh 
consultation  and  whispering  with  his  lieutenant,  said  we 
might  eome  out,  upon  which  everj  one  retreated,  and  a 
guard  pointed  with  his  bayonet  the  way  which  we  weie  (o 
go.  An  order  from  the  commandant  was  sent  from  our  boat 
to  the  Capitano,  which  was  received  on  the  cud  of  a  stiek, 
and  they  were  obliged  to  light  a  fire  to  smoke  it  before  it 
could  be  read.  My  books  always  go  with  me,  and  they  were 
carefully  put  up,  but  must  all  be  looked  over  and  the  pages 
wid  the  little  secrctjiry  examined.  The  person  who  did  this, 
and  examined  our  niBttrossca,  must  perform  as  long  a  fimmiii- 
Une  as  ourselves.  Poor  little  Anna !  how  she  trembled !  and 
William  tottered  along  as  if  every  moment  he  must  fall, 
which  had  he  done,  no  one  for  their  livea  dared  to  touch 
him.  We  were  directed  to  go  opposite  to  the  window  of 
the  Capitono's  house,  in  which  sat  Mrs.  Philip  Filiechi — 
oomplimenis  and  kind  looks  without  number;  a  fence  was 

ween  us,  but,  I  fear,  did  not  hide  my  fatigue  both  of  soul 
and  body;  first  we  had  chairs  handed,  or  rather  placed  for 
i,  for,  after  we  had  touched  them,  they  could  not  go  back 
to  the  house.  At  length  wo  were  shown  the  door  we  were 
lu  enter — No.  6,  up  twenty  stone  steps — a  room  with  high 
arched  ceilings,  like  St.  Paul's,  hrick  floor,  and  naked  walls. 
The  Capitano  sent  three  warm  eggs,  a  bottle  of  wine,  and 

le  alices  of  bread.  William's  niattres*  was  soon  spread, 
and  he  upon  it;  he  could  not  toueh  wine  or  eg^^.  Our 
little  syrups,  currant  jelly,  drinks,  &c.,  which  he  must  have 
every  half  hour  on  Iward  ship— where  were  they?     I  had 
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bennl  the  laznrctto  was  the  very  place  fur  conifort  for  tlio 
sick,  and  brougtit  uuthlng;  bdou  fuund  there  was  a  littlo 
closet,  on  which  my  kneea  fouutl  rest,  and,  after  einptyiiig 
mj  heart,  and  washiug  the  bricks  with  my  tears,  returned 
to  my  poor  William,  and  found  him  and  Ann  both  iu  wunt 
of  a  preacher.  Dear  pusH,  ghe  aoon  found  a  rope  that  liad 
lied  her  bor,  htigan  jimipiog  away  to  warm  herself,  fur  the 
GoldDess  of  the  walla  and  bricks  made  us  shiver.  At  uuiiset, 
dinner  e^me  from  the  kind  Filiccbis,  with  other  iioL'cssarieB; 
we  went  to  the  grate  again  to  see  them.  And  now,  on  the 
ship-m;ittresaes  epread  on  this  cool  floor,  my  William  and 
Anna  are  sonnd  aaleep,  and  I  trust  that  God,  who  has  given 
him  strength  to  go  through  a  day  of  auch  exertion,  will 
carry  ns  on.  He  is  our  all  indeed.  My  cycB  smart  so  mnch 
with  crying,  wind,  and  fatigue,  thut  I  must  cliwe  tlicm  mid 
lift  up  my  heart;  sleep  won't  come  very  eafiily.  If  you  had 
seen  little  Anna's  arms  clasped  around  uiy  neck,  at  her 
prayers,  while  the  tears  rolled  a  stream,  how  you  would  love 
her!  I  read  her  to  elccp,  little  pieces  of  tru^t  in  God;  she 
Baid,  'Mamma,  if  pnpa  should  die  here — hut  God  will  be 
with  us.'  God  is  with  ns,  and  if  sufferings  abound  in  us, 
his  consolations  also  greatly  abound,  and  far  eseeed  an  ut- 
terance. If  the  wind  (for  it  is  said  there  were  never  such 
Storms  at  this  seofion)  that  now  almost  puts  out  my  light  and 
blows  on  my  William  at  every  crevice,  and  over  our  chim- 
ney like  lond  thunder,  could  come  from  any  but  bis  eom- 
naod, — or  if  the  circnmatancea  that  have  plaecd  us  in  bo  for- 
lorn a  situation  were  not  guided  by  his  hand, — miserable  in- 
deed would  be  our  case.  Within  this  hour  he  has  had  a 
violent  fit  of  coughing,  so  as  to  hring  up  blood,  which  agi- 
tates and  distresses  him  through  all  his  endeavors  to  hide  it. 
What  shall  we  say  ?  This  is  the  hour  of  trial ;  the  Lord  sup- 
port and  strengthen  ns  in  it!  Retrospections  bring  anguish* 
)  forward  toward  the  maik  and  prize.' 
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"20/7i,  Svii/lity  tnoniini/. — The  niiitm  be!ls  nwaleued  nij 
soul  to  its  most  paiDful  regrets,  and  filled  it  with  an  agony 
of  sorrow  which  would  not  at  first  find  relief  even  in  prayer. 
In  the  little  closet,  from  whence  there  is  a  view  of  the  open 
sea  and  the  beatings  of  the  waves  against  the  high  roeke  at 
the  entrance  of  this  prison,  which  throws  them  violently 
buck  and  r^es  the  white  foam  as  high  as  ita  walls,  I  first 
came  to  vay  senses,  and  reflected  that  I  was  ofiending  m; 
only  Friend  aud  resource  in  my  misery,  and  voluntarily  shut- 
ting from  my  soul  the  only  consolation  it  could  receive, 
Pleading  f^r  mercy  and  strength  brought  peace,  and,  With  a 
cheerful  countenance,  I  asked  William  what  we  should  do 
for  breakf^t.  The  doors  were  unbarred,  and  a  bottle  of 
uiilk  sot  down  in  the  entrance  of  the  room,  poor  Philip 
fearing  to  come  loo  near.  Little  Anna  and  William  ate  it 
with  bread,  and  I  walked  the  floor  with  a  crust  and  a  glass 
of  wine.  William  could  not  sit  np.  His  ague  came  on,  and 
uiy  soul's  agouy  with  it.  My  husband  on  the  cold  bricks 
without  fire,  shivering  and  groaning,  lifting  his  dim  and 
sorrowful  eyes  with  a  fixed  gaze  in  my  face,  while  his  t^ara 
ran  on  his  pillow  without  one  word.  Anna  rubbed  one 
hand,  I  the  other,  till  his  fever  came  on.  The  Capitano 
brought  us  news  that  our  time  was  lessened  five  days — told 
me  to  be  satisfied  with  the  dispensations  of  God,  &<;.,  and 
was  answered  by  such  a  succession  of  sobe  that  he  soon  de- 
parted.  Mr,  Filiochi  now  came  t«  comfort  my  William, 
and  when  he  went  away  we  said  as  much  of  our  blessed 
Borvice  as  William  could  go  through.  I  then  was  obliged 
to  lay  my  head  down.  Dinner  wns  sent  from  town,  and  a 
Servant  to  stay  with  us  during  our  quarantine,— Louts,  an  old 
man,  vciy  little,  with  gray  hairs  and  blue  eyes,  which  changed 
their  expression  from  joy  to  sorrow,  oa  if  they  would  console 
and  still  enliven.  My  face  was  covered  with  a  handker- 
chief when  he  came  in,  aud,  tired  of  the  sight  of  men  with 
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TOckeil  huL>,  coclmdes,  and  bajfonet^,  I  did  not  Iixrk  Dp 
Poor  Ijonis!  how  lonj;  xhull  I  rpriicniljcr  his  voice  uf  sorruW 
»iid  tendernesH  when  rct'neiiif;  thi;  dinncrl  He  looked  up 
with  lifted  hands  in  some  prayer  that  God  would  comfort 
me,  and  »•  I  wae  comforted  when  I  did  nut  look  at  my  poor 
William;  bat  to  see  him  as  he  then  was  waa  worse  than  to 
see  him  dead.  And  now  the  bolts  of  another  door  were 
bsniniered  open,  and  Louis,  who  was  become  an  object  of 
eqaal  terror,  having  entered  our  room  and  touched  w!>at  we 
bad  touched,  bad  an  apartment  allotted  him.  IIow  n::iny 
times  did  the  poor  old  man  run  up  and  dowQ  the  uearly- 
pcrpepdicular  twenty  steps  to  get  things  necessary  for  onr 
comfort  next  momiug!  When  all  was  doue,  I  handed  him 
a  chair  that  he  might  rest.  He  jumped  almost  over  it,  and 
danced  around  me  like  a  madman,  declaring  he  would  work 
&11  night  to  serve  us.  My  William,  wearied  out,  was  soon 
asleep,  Ann,  with  a  flood  of  teais,  said  her  prayers  and 
soon  forgot  her  sorrows,  and  it  seemed  a»  if  opening  my 
pmyer-book  and  bending  my  knees  was  the  signal  for  luy 
soul  to  find  rest.  It  was  nine  o'clock  with  us — three  at 
home.  I  imagined  what  I  had  so  often  enjoyed,  and  con- 
soled myself  with  the  thought  that,  though  separated  in  the 
body  six  thousand  miles,  my  soul  and  the  souls  that  I  love 
s  at  the  throne  of  grace  at  the  same  time  in  the  same 
prayers  to  one  Almighty  Father,  accepted  through  our 
adored  Redeemer  and  enlightened  by  one  blessed  Spirit. 
Then  did  it  rejoice  indeed  in  the  Lord,  and  triumph  in  the 
Uod  of  its  salvation.  After  prayers,  read  my  little  book  of 
Bermona,  and  became  far  more  happy  than  I  had  been 
wretched.  Went  to  bed  at  twelve;  got  up  twice  to  pmyera 
and  to  help  my  poor  William, 

"  Monday. — Awoke  with  the  same  rest  and  comfort  with 
whioh  I  had  laid  down.  Gave  my  William  his  warm  milk, 
knd  began  to  consider  our  situ^ition,  though  so  unfavorable 
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to  hU  ooniplniot,  as  one  of  the  steps  id  the  dispcn rations  of 
that  Almighty  will  which  could  alone  choose  right  for  as} 
and  therefore  eet  Add  to  work,  aod  myself  to  the  dear  Scrip- 
tures, as  iisnal,  lyiog  close  behiDd  the  poor  shiverer  to  keep 
luDi  from  the  ^ue.  Our  Capitano  came  with  bis  ^^ida 
and  put  up  n  very  neat  bed  and  curtains,  seut  by  Piliuchi, 
■nd  fixed  the  benches  on  which  Aon  and  I  were  to  lie ;  took 
down  our  Darner — SJgnorc  Oulielmo,  Sij^nora  Klizitbcth,  and 
Signura  Anna  Maria.  The  voice  of  kindness  which  again 
entreated  uie  to  look  up  to  Ic  bon  Diea  made  mc  look  up 
tu  the  speaker ;  and  io  onr  Capitnoo  I  found  every  CKpreasiou 
of  a  bcucvolcnt  heart.  His  great  cocked  hat  being  off,  I 
found  it  had  hid  his  gray  baire  and  a  kind  and  affectionate 
countcnanoe.  '  I  had  a  wife;  I  loved  her — I  loved  her.  Oh ! 
she  gave  Die  a  daughter  which  she  oouiniended  to  my  care, 
and  died.'  He  clasped  his  hands  and  looked  up,  and  then 
at  my  William.  'If  God  calls,  what  can  we  do?  ft  qiie 
voulr^votit,  SiijKnrof  I  began  to  love  myCapitano.  Read, 
and  jumped  the  rope  to  warm  me;  looked  around  our  priaon 
Bud  fouod  that  our  situation  was  beautiful;  comforted  my 
William  all  I  could,  rubbing  his  hands,  and  wiping  hia  teats, 
and  giving  words  to  his  soul,  which  was  too  weak  to  pray 
for  itself;  heard  Ann  read,  while  I  watched  the  setting  euD 
in  a  oloud.  After  both  were  asleep,  read,  prayed,  wept,  and 
prayed  agaio,  until  eleveo;  at  no  loss  to  know  the  hours 
night  aDd  day;  four  hells  strike  every  faonr  and  ring  every 
qiwrlcr. 

"Tucida\/. — BIy  William  was  better,  sod  very  much  en- 
oiiaragod  by  his  doctor,  Tutilli,  who  was  very  kind  to  him  ; 
kIbo  our  Capitano,  who  now  seemed  to  understand  mo  a 
little,  again  repeat«d,  'I  loved  my  wife — I  loved  her,  and 
Bho  died,  ct  ;««  vouUi-viM»,  Siijnoraf  Talked  with  the 
Filiechis  nt  tbo  grate,  and  with  groat  difficiulty  gut  my  Wil- 
JM/ii   uj>  the  slnirs  iigiiiii;    nureed   bim,  read   tii 
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teanl  Aqd  read,  and  made  the  most  (if  our  tmublca.  Oar 
Iiouis  brought  us  an  elegant  bouquet — jeBBaniineB,  j^eraniums, 
pinks,  &c.;  he  makes  eioellent  soup;  cooks  all  with  char- 
coal in  a  litl.e  pot.  No  sunset;  heavy  gale,  which,  if  bqj 
thing  could  move  our  walls,  would  certainly  bring  them 
dowu;  the  roarinp  of  the  aea  aontidB  like  thunder;  passed 
my  evcDing  as  the  Inst,  quite  reconciled  to  the  Hcnlincl's 
watch  and  bolts  and  bars ;  not  afraid  of  my  candle,  as  the 
wiodow-shutter  is  the  only  piece  of  wood  about  us. 

"  WfJnesifai/. — Not  only  willing  to  take  my  cmsw,  but 
kissed  it  too ;  and  while  ff\oTy\Dg  iu  our  oonsolalioDS,  mj 
poor  William  was  taken  with  an  ague  which  was  almost  too 
mach  for  him.  He  told  me,  as  he  had  often  done  before, 
that  it  was  too  late ;  his  strength  was  going  from  him  every 
hour,  and  he  should  go  gradually,  but  not  long.  This  to 
rae:  to  his  friends  quite  cheerful;  he  was  not  able  to  go  to 
them ;  they  were  admitted  to  our  door ;  must  not  touch  the 
least  thing  near  us;  and  a  point  of  our  Capitano's  stick 
warded  my  William  off,  when  in  eager  conversation  he  would 
go  t«o  near.  It  reminded  me  of  going  to  see  the  lions.  One 
of  the  guards  brought  a  pot  of  incense  also  to  purifv  our 
air.  A  quiet  half  hour  at  sunset ;  Ann  and  I  sang  advent 
hymns  with  a  low  voice.  Oh !  after  all  was  asleep,  said  our 
dear  service  alone — William  had  not  been  able  in  the  day; 
found  heavenly  consolation,  forgot  prisons,  holts,  and  sor- 
rows, and  would  have  rejoiced  to  have  sung  with  St.  Paui 
and  Silas. 

"  Tharidiiy. — I  find  my  present  opportunity  a  trcafrure, 
and  niy  confinement  of  body  a  liberty  of  soul,  which  1  may 
never  again  enjoy  while  they  are  united.  Every  momeni 
iiot  epent  with  my  dear  books,  or  in  my  nursing  duty,  is  h 
loH.  Ann  is  so  happy  with  her  rag-baby  and  little  presents, 
it  is  a  pleasure  to  see  her.  Our  Ciipituno  brought  us  ncwi 
that  other  five  daja  were  granted,  and  the  10th  of  Dftenibei 
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[  leek  s  niildcr  climate,  confined  in  this  pluco  of  hi);b  and 

J  damp  wallg,  cxpoEcd  to  cold  and  wind,  which  penetrates  to 

I   the  very  bones,  without  fire  emcpt  the  kitehcn  charcoaL 

which  oppresBcH  his  breast  so  much  as  to  nearly  convulse 

him ;  no  little  syrups,  nor  Rofteoer  of  the  cough  ;  inilk  nod 

Wk,  Iceland  moss,  and  opium  pills,  (which  he  takes  quietly 

u  A  duty,  without  Hceming  even  to  hope,)  is  all  I  can  offer 

bim  from  day  to  day.     When  nature  fuila,  and  I  can  no 

I  longer  look  up  with  cheerfulness,  I  hide  my  head  on  the 

I  ehair  by  hia  bedside,  and  be  thinks  I  am  praying;  and  pray 

■  1  do,  for  prayer  is  all  my  comfort — without  it  I  should  ba 
[«f  little  service  to  him;  night  and  day  he  calls  mo  'his  life, 
vhis  soul,  his  dearest,  bis  all.'     Our  Capitano  came  this  after- 

■  AOOU,  and  seeing  poor  William  in  a  high  fever,  said,  'Id 
litiiis  room  what  sufferings  have  I  seen  !  There  lay  an  Ar- 
[^enian  begging  a.  knife  to  end  the  struggle  of  death  ;  there 

■  where  the  Signora's  bed  is,  in  the  frenzy  of  fever,  a  Fronch- 
.  insisted  on  shooting  himself,  and  died  in  agonies.' 

ildttle  billets  of  paper  pasted  on  the  doors  mark  how  many 
days  difierent  persons  have  stayed,  and  the  shutter  is  all  over 
notched — 10,  20,  30,  40  days.  I  do  not  mark  ours,  trust- 
bg  they  arc  marked  above.  He  only  knows  best.  Dear, 
dear  Williani,  I  can  sometimes  inspire  him  for  a  few  mo- 
ments to  feel  that  it  would  be  sweet  to  die ;  he  always  says, 
'My  Father  and  my  God,  thy  will  be  done.'  Our  Father 
in  pity  and  compassion,  our  God  in  power,  to  succor  and  lo 
■arc,  who  promises  to  pardon  and  save  us  through  our 
adored  Redeemer,  who  will  not  let  those  perish  for  whom  ho 
has  shed  hiK  prceious  bltioil.  Only  to  reflect,  if  we  did  not 
know  and  love  God — ^if  we  did  ni)(  feel  the  consolations  and 
embrace  the  cheering  hope  he  has  set  before  ua,  and  find 
onr  delight  in  the  study  of  his  blessed  word  and  truth,  what 
would  become  of  us  ? 
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■  Tboagb  ton  (rom  tmtuni'i  nioit  cnileariag  list, 
Ibe  beait't  wHm  hapa,  and  love'i  matarDal  glow. 
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"CapitaDo  says,  'aJl  religiims  are  good;  it  is  good  to  keep 
9De'B  own,  but  yours  is  not  aa  good  as  mine — to  do  to  otben 
M  you  would  vish  them  to  do  to  yon — that  is  all  religion 
and  the  only  poiat.'  Tell  me,  dear  Capitauo,  do  you  take 
tluB  as  a  good  prinoiple  only,  or  also  as  a  oomniaiid  ?  '  1 
reTerence  the  command,  Signora.'  Well,  Mous.  Cnpitano, 
he  who  commands  your  excellent  rale  also  commanded  in 
the  first  place :  '  Love  the  Lord  your  God  with  all  jonr 
Boul,'  and  do  yon  not  give  that  the  fiist  plaee,  Capitjino  ? 
'Ah,  Signora,  it  is  eicellent,  mats  il  y  a  tant  de  chases.' 
Poor  Capitano,  sixty  years  of  age,  and  yet  to  find  that  to 
give  Qod  the  soul  interferes  with  so  many  things !  Dear 
little  Ann, — 'the  child  shall  die  a  hundred  years  old,  and 
the  sinner  a  hundred  years  old  shall  be — lost !' 

"Tuesday,  29th  Nov. — Was  obliged  to  go  to  bed  at  ten 
last  night,  to  get  wann  in  tittle  Ann's  arms ;  awoke  this 
morning  while  the  moon  was  setting  opposite  onr  window, 
but  could  not  enjoy  its  brightness,  as  the  spraj  from  the 
BOtt  keeps  the  glass  always  thick;  laid  in  b(d  rill  nine  with 
little  Ann,  to  eiplain  to  her  onr  Te  Deum.  She  said,  'One 
thing  always  troubles  me,  mamma;  onr  Saviour  says.  They 
who  would  reign  with  him  must  saffcr  with  him,  and  if  1 
ms  BOW  cut  off,  where  should  I  go,  for  I  have  not  yet  3uf- 
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fered  ?'  She  coughs  very  much,  with  a  greut  Jtal  of  pnin  in 
the  brenet.  She  eaid,  'Soraetimes  I  tbiok,  wbeti  this  pain 
eotnea  in  mj  breast,  that  Qod  will  call  me  soon,  and  take  nie 
from  tliis  world,  where  I  am  always  offending  him;  and  how 
good  would  that  be,  if  he  gives  me  a  Hiokness  that  I  maj 
bear  patientlj,  that  I  may  try  and  pleaae  him  1'  My  ^una, 
you  pIcasQ  him  every  day  when  you  help  me  through  mj 
troubles.  'Ob,  do  I,  mamma?  thank  God,  thank  tiod!'  A^r 
breakfast,  read  our  psalma  and  the  35th  chapter  of  Isaiah  to 
Diy  William,  with  so  much  delight,  that  it  mudcusall  merry; 
be  read,  at  little  Ann's  request,  the  la^t  chapter  of  Reve- 
lations, but  the  tones  of  his  voice  no  heart  can  stand.  A 
Btonn  of  wind  etill,  and  very  cold.  William,  with  a  blanket 
over  bis  shoulders,  creeps  to  the  old  man's  fire;  Ann  jumps 
the  tope,  and  Malty  bops  on  one  foot  five  or  six  times  the 
length  of  tbe  ruom  without  stopping — laugh  at  me,  my  sister, 
but  it  is  very  good  exercise,  and  warms  sooner  than  a  fire 
when  there  is  a  warm  heart  to  set  it  in  motion.  Sung  hymns 
and  read  promises  to  William,  shivering  under  the  bed- 
clothes, and  felt  that  Ood  is  with  us,  and  that  he  is  our  all. 
The  fever  comes  hot,  tbe  bed  shakes  even  with  bis  breathing 
— my  God,  my  Father! 

"St.  Andmci,  SOch  jVuc— William  again  by  tbe  kitchen 
fire.  Last  nigbt,  thirty  or  forty  poor  souls  of  all  nations, 
Greeks,  Turks,  Spaniards,  and  Prenchmen,  arrived  berc  from 
a  shipwreck — no  mattresses,  no  clothes  or  food — great-coata 
without  shirts — shirts  without  coats — these  sent  all  to  one 
room  with  naked  walls  and  tbe  jug  of  water,  until  tbe  com- 
mandant should  find  leisure  to  supply  them.  Our  Capitnno 
■ays  he  can  do  nothing  without  orders  'Patience,  que  voulet- 
eout,  Signora  f  Anna  says,  '  for  all  we  are  ho  cold  and  in 
ilii»  prison,  mamma,  how  happy  we  are  compared  with  them, 
ftod  we  have  peace  too;  they  quarrel,  fight,  and  halloo  all 
ibe  time;  the  Capitano  sends  us  even  chestnuts  and  friiti 
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from  his  own  table;  these  have  not  bread.'  Dear  Ann,  yon 
will  see  many  more  aueh  mysteries.  At  William's  bedside, 
no  have  said  our  daily  service;  be  tliougbt  it  would  stop  bia 
sliiverings.  My  William's  soul  is  so  humblo,  it  will  bardly 
embraee  tbat  faith,  its  only  resouroe.  At  any  time,  whom 
have  we  but  our  Redeemer?  bat  when  tbe  spirit  is  ou  tho 
brink  of  departure,  it  must  cling  to  him  with  iucreased  foree, 
or  where  is  it?  Dear  William,  it  is  not  from  tbe  impulsa 
of  terror  you  turn  to  your  God;  you  tried  and  wished  to 
Eerve  him,  long  before  this  trial  eame;  why,  then,  will  yon 
not  considor  bim  as  the  Father  who  knows  all  tbe  different 
means  and  dispositions  of  bis  children,  and  will  graeiuualy 
receive  those  who  come  to  him  by  that  way  which  he  baa 
appointed?  You  say  your  only  hope  is  in  Christ;  what  other 
hope  do  we  need  ?  Ho  says  tbat  the  first  effecia  be  ever 
felt  from  tbe  calls  of  the  gospel  be  experienced  from  our  ' 
dear  Hobart's  pressing  the  question  in  one  of  his  sermons : — 
'What  avails  gaining  tbe  whole  world  and  losing  your  own 
Boul?'*  The  reflections  be  made  when  bo  returned  home 
were,  'I  toil  and  toil,  and  what  is  it?  what  I  gain  destroys 
mc  daily,  soul  and  body;  I  live  without  Ged  in  tbe  world,  and 
shall  die  miserably.'  Mr.  F.  D.,  with  whom  he  had  not  been 
in  habits  of  business,  offered  to  join  him  in  an  adventure;  it 
succeeded  far  beyond  their  expectation.  Mr.  F.  D.  said,  when 
they  wound  it  up,  '  One  thing  you  know,  I  have  been  long 
in  business, — -began  with  very  little — have  built  a  house,  and 
have  enough  to  build  another,  I  have  generally  succeeded 
in  my  undertakings,  and  attribute  all  to  this, — tbat,  whether 
they  are  great  or  small,  I  always  aak  a  blessing  of  God,  and 
look  to  that  blessing  for  anceess.'  William  saya,  'I  was 
Btruek  with  shame  and  sorrow  that  I  had  been  a  boatben  be- 
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fore  Oud.'  These  he  calls  hw  two  wamiiigH  which 
BwiLkeiied  his  sonl,  and  Bpeake  of  them  ulwiiya  with  tours. 
Oh,  the   promisoB   he  makes  if  it  plea«e   God  to  spare 

"  Have  hikd  our  mate  to  aee  ub  from  Captain  O'Brien — 

udow  to  biui  J  and  one  of  the  Bailors,  who 
I  hiH  own  Boul,  ulwuys  flying  to  serve  uiid 
while  on  board,  cBiue  with  him.  j'uur 
Charies!  he  turned  pale  when  he  saw  my  head  out  of  the 
iron  bars,  and  eailed  out,  'Why,  Mre.  Seton,  are  yon  in  a 
prison  ?'  He  looked  behiod  aJl  the  way  us  he  went,  uud  xhouk 
his  head  at  Ann  us  long  us  he  could  see  her.  Charles  had 
Uvcil  at  the  quarantine  at  Staten  Island,  and  that,  without 
his  good  and  afTcctionate  heart,  would  make  nic  love  him. 
[  shall  Dover  bear  a  sailor's  yo !  yo !  without  tbiiikiug  of  Lia 
melancboly  song.  He  is  the  eaptain's  and  everybody'H 
favorite.  How  gracious  is  my  adored  Master,  who  gives 
to  the  counl«naDce  of  the  stranger  the  look  of  kind- 
and  pity!  From  the  time  we  first  landed  here,  one  of 
the  guards  of  our  room  looked  always  with  sorrow  and  sym- 
pathy upon  us,  and,  though  I  cannot  underetand  him  nor  he 
talk  away  very  fa.st.  He  showed  nie  yesterday  he 
was  very  sick,  by  pointing  to  his  breast  and  throat.  When 
the  Capitano  came,  I  told  him  how  sorry  I  was  for  poor 
Philippe.  'Oh,  Signora,  he  is  very  well  off;  he  has  been 
two  years  married  to  a  very  handsome  young  woman  of 
aisteen,  has  two  children,  and  receives  3s.  6(7.  per  day;  to 
e,  he  is  obliged  to  sleep  in  the  lazaretto,  but  in  the 
morning  goes  home  to  his  wife  for  no  hour  or  two;  it  is  not 
possible  to  spare  him  longer  from  his  duty.  Et  que  voulez- 
Siipioraf  Good  and  merciful  Father,  who  gives  con- 
tent to  a  cheerful  heart  with  3«.  6(/.  per  day;  a  wife  and 
two  children  to  mainlain  with  such  a  pittance  I  Often  let 
ue  think  of  Philippo,  when  I  have  not  enough,  or  thini-  I 
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b&ve  Dot  He  is  twenty-two,  his  wife  eighteen.  Thouglit 
goes  to  two  at  home  most  dear — H.  and  B. 

"  Went  to  the  railings  with  little  Anna,  to  reveive  from 
our  Cupitano's  daughter  a  baby  she  had  been  making  for 
her.  She  has  a  liiiid,  good  countenaDce,  and  hangs  on  her 
father's  arm;  has  refused  an  offer  of  marriage,  that  ahe  may 
take  care  of  him.      Such  a  sight  awakened  my  recoil ectiooa. 

"Dec.  1. — Arose  between  six  and  seven,  befjre  the  day 
had  dawned — the  light  of  the  moon  opposite  our  window 
was  Btill  the  strongest — not  a  breath  of  wind — the  sea,  which 
before  I  had  always  seen  Jn  violent  commotion,  now  gently 
seemed  to  ureep  to  the  rocks  it  had  so  long  been  beating 
over — every  thing  around  us  at  rest  except  two  little  white 
gulls  flying  to  the  westward  toward  my  home,  toward  my 
loves, — that  thought  did  not  do, — flying  toward  heaven,  where 
I  tried  to  send  my  soul — the  angel  of  peace  met  it,  and 
poured  over  the  oil  of  love  and  praise,  driving  off  every  vain 
imagination,  and  led  it  to  its  Saviour  and  its  God.  We  praise 
tlice,  0  God  t  the  dear  strjjn  of  praise  in  which  I  always 
seem  to  meet  the  souls  I  love,  and  Our  Father — these  two 
prayers  are  the  union  of  love  and  praise,  and  in  them  the 
soul  meets  all.  At  ten  o'clock  read  with  William  and  Anna 
— at  twelve  he  was  at  rest,  Ann  playing  in  the  next  room. 
Alone  to  all  the  world — one  of  those  sweet  pauses  in  spirit, 
whtn  tho  body  seems  to  me  forgotten,  came  over  me.  In 
the  year  1789,  when  ray  father  waa  in  Kngland,  one  morn- 
ing in  May,  in  the  lightness  of  a  cheerful  heart  I  jumped  in 
the  wag(in  that  was  driving  to  the  woods  for  brush,  about 
a  mile  from  home;  the  boy  who  drove  it  began  to  cut,  and  I 
set  off  in  the  woods,  soon  found  an  outlet  in  a  meadow,  and 
a  chestnut-true,  with  several  young  ones  growing  around  it, 
attracted  my  attention  as  a  seat;  but  when  I  came  to  it, 
found  rich  moss  under  it  and  a  warm  sun.  Here,  then,  waa 
«  sweet  bed — the  air  still,  a  clear  blue  vault  above — the  num 
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beriese  eounde  of  epring-melody  and  joy — the  sweet  cloTen 
and  wild-flowers  I  had  got  by  the  way,  and  a  heart  sa  iuDO- 
cent  as  human  heart  could  be,  filled  even  with  enthuaiastio 
love  to  God  and  adtniratioa  of  his  works.  Still  I  can  fc«[ 
every  sensatioo  that  passed  through  uiy  soul ;  I  thought  at 
thst  time  my  father  did  not  care  for  me.  Well,  G^d  was  my 
Father,  my  all.  I  prayed,  eang  hymns,  cried,  laughed,  talk- 
ing to  myself  of  how  far  He  could  place  mc  above  all  sor- 
row.  Then  I  laid  etill  to  enjoy  the  hcavcDiy  peace  that 
came  over  my  soul,  and  1  am  sure,  in  the  two  hours  so  en- 
joyed, grew  ten  years  Id  my  spiritual  life;  told  cousin  Jo6 
to  go  home  with  his  wood,  not  to  mind  me,  and  walked  a 
mile  round  to  see  the  roof  of  the  parsonage.  There  I  made 
SDotber  hearty  prayer,  then  sang  all  the  way  home,  with  a 
good  appetite  for  the  samp  and  fat  pork.  Well,  all  this  came 
Btrong  in  my  head  this  morning,  when,  as  I  tell  you,  the 
body  let  the  spirit  alone.  I  had  prayed  and  cried  heartily, 
which  is  my  daily  and  hourly  comfort,  and,  closing  my  eyes 
with  my  head  upon  the  table,  lived  all  those  sweet  hours 
over  again — made  believe  I  was  under  the  chestnut-tree — 
felt  so  peaceable  a  heart,  so  full  of  love  to  God — such  con- 
fidence and  hope  in  him.  The  wintry  storms  of  time  shall 
be  over,  and  the  unclouded  spring  enjoyed  forever.  So 
you  see,  as  you  know,  with  God  for  our  portion,  there  b  no 
prison  in  high  walla  and  holts;  no  sorrow  in  the  soul  that 
waita  on  him,  though  beset  with  present  cares  and  gloomy 
prospects.  For  this  freedom  I  can  never  be  sufficiently 
thankful,  as  in  my  Williara's  case  it  keeps  alive  what  in  his 
weak  state  of  body  would  naturally  fail;  and  often  when  he 
bears  me  repeat  the  psalms  of  triumph  in  God,  and  read 
8t.  Paul's  faith  in  Christ,  with  my  whole  soul,  it  ao  enlivens 
Lis  spirit  that  be  makes  them  also  hia  own,  and  all  our  sor- 
turned  into  joy.  Ob,  well  may  I  love  God,  well 
uay  my  whole  soul  strive  to  please  him,  for  what  but  the 
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pcD  of  a.n  angi^l  can  ever  esprcss  what  he  baf  <Ioae  and  u 
constantly  doing  for  me?  While  1  live,  wtile  I  have  uij 
bcinp;  in  time  and  through  eternity,  let  me  eing  praisis  to 
my  Uod. 

"Dee.  2. — Enjoyed  the  mom  and  daybreak;  read  the 
oummcntary  on  the  104th  psalni,  nod  saog  hyiuiiH  in  bed  till 
ten ;  a  hard  frost  in  the  night ;  endeavored  to  make,  a  fir« 
in  my  room  with  brush,  hut  was  smoked  out;  the  pooi 
Htrangere,  almost  mad  with  cold  and  hunger,  ((uarrelled, 
battled,  and  at  last  snt  down  in  companies  on  the  grass  with 
cards,  which  made  them  as  noisy  us  tbeir  anger.  Patience! 
Anna  sick,  Williaui  tired  out !  A  clear  nunaet,  which 
cheered  my  heart,  though  it  was  all  the  time  singing  De 
pro/utnlii,  from  the  lowest  depth  of  wo ;  the  Aoe  Marie 
bell  rings,  while  the  sun  sets,  on  one  side  of  ns,  and  the 
bells  'for  the  dead'  on  the  other;  the  latter  sometimes  con- 
tinno  a  long  while  j  in  the  morning  always  call  again  to 
pray  for  the  'souls  in  purgatory,'  Our  Oapitano  said  n 
great  deal  on  the  pleasure  I  should  enjoy  on  Christmas  at 
Pisa,  in  seeing  all  the  ccrcmoniea.  The  cnjoyraentti  of 
Christmas  !  Heavenly  Father,  who  knows  my  inmost  soul, 
he  knows  how  it  would  enjoy,  and  will  also  pity  while  it  ia 
cut  off  from  what  it  so  much  longs  for.  One  thing  is  in 
my  power— though  communion  with  (hose  my  soul  loves  is 
not  within  niy  reach  in  one  sense,  in  the  other  what  can 
deprive  nie  of  it?— still  in  spirit  we  may  meet.  At  five 
o'clock  here  it  will  be  twelve  there.  At  five,  then,  in  mme 
corner  on  my  kneca  I  may  spend  the  time  they  are  at  the 
altar;  and  if  the  cup  of  salvation  cannot  be  received  in  tha 
strange  land  evidently,  virtually  it  may,  with  the  blessing 
of  Christ,  and  the  cup  of  thanksgiving  supply  in  a  degree 
that  which,  if  I  could  obtain  it,  would  be  my  strongest  do- 
sire.  Oh,  my  soul  I  what  can  shut  us  out  from  the  love  of 
Him  who  will  even  dwell  within  us  through  love  ? 
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"  Dec,  4. — Our  Onptain  O'Brien  aod  his  wife  found 
their  way  to  us — 'most  not  touch  Signora,'  saya  Fbilippo, 
dividing  us  with  his  etick.  Kioil  nud  uffectionute  captaiD, 
when  I  ra,n  duwa  to  meet  him,  the  leura  duocetl  in  hia  eyes, 
while  pour  WUlium  and  Ann  pecpod  through  the  gmtcH. 
Mis.  O'Brien  began  to  cry ;  we  could  not  see  them  but  a 
few  minutes  for  the  cold.  Our  lazaretto  captain  had  seul 
ua  ondironsj  Bmall  wood,  &c.,  and  I  have  doctored  the  chim- 
ney with  a  curtain,  so  as  to  make'  the  smoko  bearable ;  have 
had  an  anxious  day  between  fiither  and  Ann.  She  was 
very  ill  for  some  hours;  when  the  cause  of  her  Buiferinga 
was  removed,  wo  went  on  our  knees  together.  Oh,  may  her 
dear  soul  long  send  forth  such  preoioua  tears  I  Dear,  dear 
Rebecca,  how  often  have  we  nursed  up  the  fire  together,  an 
I  do  now  alone  ! — alone  f  recall  the  word — ray  Bible,  com- 
mentaries, Kempie, — visible  and  continual  enjoyment, — 
when  I  cannot  get  hours,  I  take  minutes.  Invisible  I  Oh, 
the  company  ia  numberlesB.  Sometimes  I  feel  so  uffiured 
that  the  Guardian  Angel  is  immediately  present  that  I  look 
inim  my  book,  and  can  hardly  be  persuaded  I  was  not 
touched.  'Poor  soul!'  John  Henry  Hobart  would  say,  'she 
will  lose  her  reason  in  that  prison.'  But  the  enjoyments 
only  come  wheu  all  is  quiet  and  I  havo  pa^isod  an  hour  or 
two  with  King  David  or  the  prophet  Isaiah.  Those  hours, 
I  often  think,  I  shall  hereafter  esteem  the  moat  precious  in 
my  life.  My  Father  and  my  God,  who  by  the  consoling 
yoice  of  his  word  builds  up  the  soul  in  hope,  so  as  to 
free  it  even  for  hours  of  its  encumbranee,  confirming  and 
Strengthening  it  by  coastjint  experience  of  his  indulgent 
gdodnesB,  giving  it  a  new  life  in  him,  even  while  in  the 
midst  of  pains  and  aufferinga  sustaining,  directing,  con- 
ioling,  and  blessing,  through  every  changing  scene  of  ila 
pilgrimage,  making  his  will  its  guide  to  temporal  comfort 
'jd  eternal  (^lory,— how  shall  the  most  unwearied  dili^jeuoe, 


tbo  most  cheerful  oomplianee,  the  most  tumble  tesii^atton, 
ever  enough  expiBBg  By  icre,  my  joy,  tfasokBgiviog, 


"Dec.  12. — A  week  has  passed,  my  dear  sister,  wiibout 
even  one  little  memorandum  of  the  pcu.  The  Srat  daj  of 
it,  (Sunday,)  that  dear  day  in  which  I  always  find  my  bless- 
ing, waa  passed  in  uniaterrupted  prayers,  anxiety,  and 
watohiDg.  On  the  5th,  (Monday,)  was  early  awakened  by 
my  poor  William  in  great  suffering;  sent  for  the  doctor 
Tutilli,  who,  as  soon  as  he  saw  him,  told  him  he  was  not 
wanted,  but  I  must  send  for  bim  who  would  minister  to  his 
soul.  In  this  moment  1  stood  alone  as  to  the  world;  my 
William  looked  in  silent  agony  at  me,  and  I  at  him,  each 
fearing  to  weaken  the  other's  strength ;  at  the  moment  he 
drew  himself  toward  me,  and  said,  '1  breathe  out  my  soul 
with  you.'  The  exertion  hu  made  assisted  nature's  remain- 
ing strength,  and  he  threw  a  quantity  from  his  lungs,  wbieb 
had  threatened  to  stop  their  motion,  and,  so  doing,  espe- 
rionced  so  great  a  revolution  that  in  a  few  hours  afterward 
he  seemed  nearly  the  same  as  when  we  entered  the  lazaretto. 
Oh,  that  day  I  it  was  spent  close  by  his  bedside  on  mj  little 
mat — he  slumbered  the  most  of  every  hour ;  and  did  I  not 
pray,  and  did  I  not  praise  ?  No  inquiring  visitor  disturbed 
tlie  solemn  silence — no  breakfast  or  dinner  to  interrupt  the 
reet.  Carlton  came  at  sunset;  Mrs.  F,,  they  thought,  was 
dying — he  thought  his  poor  brother  so — and  then  came  our 
Capitano  with  so  much  offered  kindness.  He  was  shocked 
at  the  tranquillity  of  my  William,  and  distressed  at  the 
thought  that  I  was  alone  with  him,  for  the  doctor  had  told 
him  that,  notwithstanding  hia  present  relief,  if  the  expecto- 
ration from  the  lun^  did  not  return  he  might  be  gone  in  a 
few  hours.  Would  I  have  some  one  in  the  room  ?  Oh  no! 
what  had  I  to  fear '{  And  what  had  I  to  fear !'  I  lay  down 
u  if  to  restj  that  he  might  not  be  uneasy ;  listeued  aK 


I 


nigbt — somctimeB  b;  the  fire,  aometimei  lying  down,  some- 
timea  thought  the  breathing  stopped,  and  somctim(»,  aknned 
bj  ita  heaviness,  kissed  bis  poor  foce  to  see  if  it  was  cold. 
^Vell,  I  was  aloQe;  dear,  indulgeot  Father  1  could  I  be 
alone  while  clinging  fust  to  thee  in  continual  prayer  or 
thanksgiving,  prajer  fur  him,  and  joy,  wonder,  and  de- 
light to  feel  assured  that  what  I  hud  so  fondly  hoped  and 
eonfidentlj  asserted  really  proved,  in  the  hour  of  trial,  to 
bo  more  than  I  could  hope,  more  than  I  could  conceive  t 
that  mj  God  could  and  would  bear  me  through  the  most 
Bevere  trials,  with  that  atrength,  confidence,  and  affiance, 
which,  if  every  circumstance  of  the  case  was  considered, 
fieenied  more  than  a  human  being  would  expect  or  hope? 
But  his  consolatiouB,  who  shall  speak  theiu  t  How  can 
utterance  be  given  to  that  which  only  bis  spirit  can  feel  J 
At  daylight,  the  wished-for  change  took  place.  Mr  Hall* 
came  in  the  moruing  with  Mr.  Filicchi  and  the  Capituno ; 
went  away  with  a  promise  to  eome  again,  and  the  inter- 
vening days  and  evenings  have  been  spent  in  constant  at- 
tention to  the  main  coQcern,  bat,  from  a  siagularity  of  dis- 
position which  rather  delights  in  going  on  than  in  retro- 
Bpectiug  sorrow,  have  rather  (when  I  could  only  keep  awake 
by  writing,  according  to  the  old  custom)  busied  myself  in 
writing  the  Jrtt  sermon  for  my  dear  little  Dick.  William 
goes  on  gently,  but  keeps  me  busy.  Ann  is  a  treasure. 
She  was  reading  yesterday  that  John  was  imprisoned. 
'Yes,  papa,  Herod  imprisoned  him,  and  Miss  Herodias 
gave  him  liberty.'  'No,  my  dear ;  she  had  hiui  beheaded.' 
'Well,  papa,  she  released  him  from  prison  and  sent  him  to 
God.'     Child  after  my  own  heart ! 

"Dec.  13. — Five  days  more,  and  our  quarantine  is  ended. 
Lodgings  are  engaged  at  Pisa,  on  the  borders  of  the  Amo. 
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My  }icart  used  to  be  full  of  poetical  viaioiis  abimt  tbig 
famous  river,  but  it  baa  no  room  for  visiona  now;  one  ouly 
viHion  is  before  it.  No  one  ever  saw  my  William  without 
giring  bim  tbe  quality  of  an  amiable  roan;  but  to  sec  that 
character  exalted  to  tbc  peaceful,  bumble  Cbrietiun,  wailing 
the  will  of  God  with  a  patience  that  aeemed  more  than  hu- 
man, and  a  hrm  faith  which  would  do  honor  to  the  most  clix 
tingniBhed  piety,  is  a  happineas  that  is  allowed  only  to  tbe 
poor  little  mother  who  is  separated  from  all  other  happiness 
connected  with  this  scene  of  things.  No  sufferings,  uor 
weakness,  nor  distress,  (and  from  these  he  is  never  free  in 
any  degree,)  can  prevent  his  foUovring  me  daily  in  prayer, 
the  psalms,  and  generally  large  readings  of  the  Scriptures, 
If  he  ia  a  little  better,  he  enlarges  his  attention;  if  worse, 
be  is  more  eager  not  to  lose  a  moment;  and,  except  the  day 
which  we  thought  his  laat,  he  has  never  failed  one  day  in 
this  course  since  our  entrance  in  these  stone  walls,  the  19th 
of  November.  He  very  often  says,  this  is  the  period  of  his 
life  which,  if  he  lire  or  die,  ho  will  always  consider  as 
blessed,  the  only  time  which  he  has  not  lost.  Not  tbe  stuaJl- 
est  murmur — oh !  and  lifting  up  of  the  eyes  is  the  strongest 
expression  I  have  yet  heard  from  him  in  the  rapid  progress 
of  his  complaint,  which  has  reduced  him  almost  to  nothing, 
and  from  its  very  nature  gives  him  no  release  from  irritation 
in  violent  coughing,  chills,  oppression,  weakness,  and  even 
in  tho  weight  of  his  own  limbs 
oould  bear.  '  Why  art  thou  sc 
only  comfort  he  seems  to  find  i 
darlings,  but  most  of  meeting  o 
of  those  we  have  left  behind,  as 


i  more  than  a  mortal 
p  heavy,  0  my  soul  ?'  is  tho 
Q  words;  often  talks  of  his 
ne  family  in  heaven;  talks 
if  it  was  but  yesterday,  and 


of  dear  Henry  Hobart,  whose  visita  aud  society  1 
most,  aa  they  would  be  his  greatest  consolation  in  theGO 
hours  of  sorrow.     When  I  thank  God  for  luv  creation  and 
jtreBervation,  it  is  with  a  warmth  of  feeling  1  never  conid 
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■now  until  now:  to  wait  on  him  in  my  William's  soul  nnil 
body;  to  cjnsolc  and  soothe  these  boum  of  affliction  and 
pain,  watching  and  weariness,  which  nest  to  Uod  I  alone 
could  do;  to  strike  up  the  cheerful  notes  of  hope  and  Chriii' 
tiau  triumph,  which  from  hie  partial  love  he  hears  with  the 
more  enjoyment  from  me,  because  to  me  he  attributes  the 
greatest  share  of  them;  to  hear  him,  in  pronouncing  th> 
name  of  his  Redeemer,  declare  that  I  first  taught  him  the 
Bwcetneas  of  the  sound— oh,  if  I  was  in  the  dungeon  of  this 
lainretto,  I  should  bless  and  praise  my  God  for  these  dajB 
of  retirement  and  abstraction  from  the  world,  which  havu 
afi()rdcd  leisure  and  opportunity  for  so  blessed  a  work. 

"Dec.  14. — Said  my  dear  prayers  alone  while  William 
was  asleep;  did  not  dare  to  remind  him  of  them,  for  wouk- 
ncsB  and  pain  quite  overpower  him.  Bain  and  storm,  as  in- 
deed we  have  had  almost  every  day  of  the  twenty-six  we 
have  been  here.  The  dampness  about  ua  would  be  thought 
dangerous  for  a  person  in  health — and  my  William's  Buffer- 
ings— ohl  well  I  know  that  God  is  above.  Capitano,  jou 
need  not  always  point  your  silent  look  and  finger  there;  if 
I  thought  our  condition  the  providence  of  man,  instead  of 
the  weeping  Magdalen,  us  you  so  graciously  call  me,  you 
would  find  me  a  lioness,  willing  to  burn  your  lazaretto  about 
your  ears,  if  it  was  possible,  that  I  might  carry  off  my  poor 
prisoner  to  breathe  the  air  of  heaven  in  some  more  seasonable 
place.  To  keep  a  poor  soul,  who  cornea  to  your  country  for 
his  life,  thirty  days  shut  up  in  damp  walla,  smoke  and  wind 
from  all  quarters,  blowing  even  the  curtain  round  his  bed, 
(and  his  bones  almost  through,)  and  now  the  shadow  of 
death,  trembling  if  he  only  stands  a  few  minutes !  He  is  to 
go  to  Pisa  for  bis  health — this  day  his  prospects  are  very  far 
&vm  Visa — but  oh,  my  heavenly  Father !  I  know  that  these 
uuntradictory  CTCUta  are  permitted  and  guided  by  thy  wis- 
i\^f  which  only  is  light.    Wo  are  iu  darkness,  and  must  bo 


^  thai<;j-ul  [li:it  -III-  kt,.>u-|r<]-v  not  w.'ni1<^Horfcct  tilt 
work— mm!   ;iI-o   li.rp  ill  iniiiLl  ili;il  iiitiiiiti'^^"^^iM 

k   ^^tii];^  Ihv  <-ni\Wiu-:-  of  llu'  {<n'i~liiti^  !<od;,  ha^HH.I 

V^L.-^oiiUmi  iil'n.iL.fortaiKMW'- 

?^^r.'<M  ,'trnLil    Mfr.  >.liriv  ^^r^lult   ^-^Bfiod  tb;iC 


'  things  ii:i\i'  "iiikiil  1 

^XKBL-I'liii-'liril    ivM.liim    i!i.>  'I'i'stament  I 
..hich^^^n  llii'dili  ,.f  (i,.i,,l.,  r,  .umI  luy  BiblJ 
Ezekiel,  wliiuh  I  1j!im'  :iKt,i\^  iv:i<i  t-  iij\>.  fl^Hntion,  bm 
ilie  leeaons  appoiiii<'<l   ui   Hir  |ir:i>i'i'-1iLi<il<^^^|  Williuiu. 
T,..day,  rem!   liiiii   s.'U'ial   |,;i-.-iiL;,.s   in  i-ul; 
y.y;l   s„   iiMirl,    lli.H    lio  w;is   .Mnii.i   for  :i  while   ] 

iioLiI,!,.— ii„( I,  i„ir  ivN.iiii-  i.-  :iii  i.iLf:iilinir  conill 

h.iiii  Ni^s   Ih'   IWU   likr  .,  |H'v-oii   )iro.i-iii   ^^■ightaft.T 
..I'   .iMkur..,  Mil, 'II    Ih-   IiimmI    l^^^ptures   :'* 

vvlnl   ].iii't    Ik'   hii.l   ill   tIk'tii   or   firlin;^-   llmt  the;| 

'■/'--■.  HI.— A  liLMvv  iiii\  ;  i.:ii(  of  oi.r  ^^1  t<tgether, 
p.'irt  :iImiii'.  Till y  Inivr  Imlli'ii  ii.-  in  |o.|,iBMpectiDg  lo 
lifiil  my  Will 
Cloi!  is  widi  1 

■•/',r.    !7    :in.l     |S.    --M.^hlllrlloly    ,I.iy.    of<^ 


..-—.■Dec.  lltfc»*-.iae  witlc-J^ghl 
■wA&nared  f.^'Thi'^ndous  PW.t  t. 


ffitlg-J^ght,  aiu!  haTe« 

^ill  ID  read! 

leven  h  hnnd  n1      _    "  illiam,  while  he 

on  I  3  of  two  id  conducted  I'nn  i  izaretto  lo 

rili  .^Tjioach,  a^j^tjled  hj  a  muhiti  gajers,  all 

BitrLin^    lillt.   '0  |IIILIVrLllio,'    uhil,'    lll>    hl'lir'   ln;il    iLhllURl    lo 
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miles  of  heavy  roads  he  wtts  supported,  and  appeared  BtroDger 
than  when  he  set  out.  My  Father  and  my  Qod !  was  all  ni; 
fall  heart  of  thankfalDess  could  utter. 

"Dec.  20. — Let  me  stop  and  ask  myself  if  I  can  gu 
through  the  remaiDder  of  my  memorandum  with  that  bId- 
cerity  and  cxactucss  which  has  so  far  been  adhered  to; 
whether,  in  the  crowd  of  anxieties  and  eoirowa  which  are 
pressed  in  so  small  a  compoaa  of  time,  the  overflowiug  of 
feeling  cau  be  suppressed,  and  my  soul  stand  singly  heforo 
my  Qod.  Yea,  every  moment  of  it  speaks  bie  praiwe,  and 
therefore  it  shall  be  followed.  My  William  was  composed 
the  greater  part  of  the  day,  on  a  sofa,  delighted  with  his 
change  of  situation,  taste  and  elegance  of  every  thing  around 
him;  every  necessary  comfort  within  his  roach.  We  read, 
compared  past  and  proeent,  talked  of  heavenly  hopes,  and 
with  our  dear  Carlton,  (who  was  to  stay  with  us  four  days,) 
Rnd  then  went  to  rest  in  hopes  of  a  good  night;  but  I  had 
Kcarcejy  fixed  the  pillows  of  the  sofa,  which  I  made  my  bod, 
before  he  called  me  to  help  him,  aod  from  that  moment, 
the  last  complaint,  which  Dr.  Tutilli  told  me  must  be  do- 

"Dee.  21. — A  kind  of  languid  weakness  seized  the 
mind  as  well  as  overpowered  the  body;  he  most  and  would 
ride.  The  physician,  Dr.  Cartelach,  whispered  me  be  might 
die  in  the  attempt;  but  there  was  no  possibility  of  refusal, 
ind  it  was  concluded  that  opposition  was  worse  than  any 
rtgk'-~and,  carried  down  in  a  chair,  and  supported  iu  my 
trembling  arms  with  pillows,  we  rode.  Oh,  my  Father,  well 
did  you  strengthen  me  in  that  hour!  In  fire  minutes  we 
w;re  forced  to  return,  and  to  get  him  out  of  the  coach,  and 
in  the  ohair  up  the  stairs,  and  on  the  bed — words  can  r'-ver 
Wl— 

L**  Dtx.  22. — A  cloudy  day  and  quiet. 
^Iho.  23.^The  complaint  seemed   lessened,  and   ride  | 
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,y,~unl^r  .-.f  til.' 
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lit  that1i>; 
ll  not  bill 


Hit  that  h<i 
pprfiilnf 
tii.i;''.  tli^mk.'il  l^..l  iliat  liL'  iKid  givenl" 
o  reflct^D^lu'li  t'oiisi'LitiLin  in  lii.i  wuril  mid  pra.l 
with  the  lielp  of  ;i  siii;ill   ]Hirtiiili  iif  laiiil; 
niidoight.      He  tVu  nwn^L',  mul  .ilii^orv.' ^^Hl  not  lai<l 
ll  •\vo.    I  sail!, '  Nil,  Idw,  fur  tliL'  ^wt'L'to.-l  ri.WWiWj  Vpob  liitf 
Mw:iko.      Christuiiis  i!:iy  is  hi-^an;  thu  Jay  of  0 
Jl'.'Iiilt's  birtli  how,  juu  know,  is  the  ihiy  that  o 
tho  dour  (if  cvi'rla^tinf:  lil'i.','     'Yt^s,'  li.i  | 
wish  wc  mild  havL'  ihu  •iacraiui.nit !  we'll.  ^^^1  do  all  v.^ 

iii'  {isahii-H   and  prayi'i^  which  1   hail  marked,  ho]^HH  a 

n^idu  the  burrow  uf  time   in   the  view  'if  ^^H-      '^^i  '"' 
h;iii;iy  t»  IhiU  its  ji.ys  were  ^^InniL'ly  p.ni 
Sm..l:iy.  O'Brien  eame,  aud  my  "William  -a 
to  iJike  me  hmiie,  with  ;i  eninpo^iiru  ami  serenity  U 
un  cuhl.     Hid  mit  v^L-^s  :i  iimuthlul  thruu-h  my  lip^ 
whirk  was  .-jH'Jit  nil   my   kuees  hy  hi.-  lJM|fccvory  iim 
«,]l  oI!'  my  -W'illiaiii;  he  ui-|m  prayed  |. 


. ._  '"■  teleasediJi'^'ay,  aud  tj     j-^-' -"  ,■■ 

VvUmI  the  leiff^h'^tion  fnrliMRme  Full'ei 


'Dec.  2  la   BO  ii  •  t  to  be  ,l,'ot) 

9ea  rauadc  I  ■Kct  Iiia  lips,  hut  > 

faiB       ._  iner  to  ,^_,j  ,  and  release  hiia  he  alwayii 

W0L.!r"_'r'e  hig  dS'fTlt,  T  had  no  inti'il.,,,,  ,i.  CaWton 
ki'iif  Anna  euf  nf  iIk-  w.iy;  atid  .very  ivntl-^  in  the  .Sevip- 
lui-e   ami    piMjel-    [    e..uld    remeiiihei' "l    e-numially  repe;it.jJ 
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to  him,  which  seemed  to   be  his  only  relief.       WhcD  I 

stflpped  to  give  him  anything,  'Why  do  you  ilo  it?  whiit  do 

I  t  want?  I  want  to  be  in  heaven — pray,  pray  for  my  soul. 

e  Baid  he  felt  so  comfortable  an  aasuniace  that  hie  R«- 

[  deeiner  would  receive  hira  that  he  saw  hia  dear  littlo  Ke- 

a  smiling  before  him;  and  told  Httle  Anna,  'Oh,  if  jour 

&ther  could  take  yon  with  him!'     And  at  midnight,  when 

the  cold  sweat  eame  on,  he  would  reach  out  both  hia  arnui, 

wd  -^lid  repeatedly, '  You.  promised  me  you  would  go;  come, 

Bome,  flyl'     At  four,  the  hajvl  struggle  ceased;  uaturc  sank 

into  a  settled  sob — 'My  dear  wife  and  little  ones,'  and  'My 

I  Christ  Jesns,  have  meroy  and  receive  me,'  was  all  I  cuuld 

[  distinguish;  and  again  repeated,  'My  Christ  Jesus,'  until 

,  ft  quarter  past  seven,  when  the  dear  soul  took  its  flight  tn 

I   the  blessed  exchange  it  so  much  longed  for. 

"I  often  asked  him, wlieu  he  could  not  epeak,  'You feel, 
my  love,  that  you  are  guin^  to  your  Redeemer?'  aud  be  mo- 
tioned, '  Yea,'  with  a,  look  of  peace.    At  a  quarter  past  seven 
on  Tufflday  morning,  December  27,  his  soul  was  released — 
wd  miue  from  a  struggle  nest  to  death.     And  bow  will  my 
dear  sister  understand,  eseept  you  could  eonoeive  the  scene 
of  suffeiing  my  poor  William  passed  through — that  I  took 
my  little  Anna  in  my  arms,  and  made  her  kneel  again  with 
me  by  the  dear  body,  and  thank  our  Heavenly  Father  for  re- 
lieving him  from  hia  misery — for  the  joyful  assurance  that, 
through  our  blessed  Bedoomcr,  he  had  entered  into  life  etcr- 
Dal,  &nd  implored  his  protecting  care  and  pity  fur  ns  who 
have  yet  to  finish  our  course  ?     Now,  opening  the  door  to 
lot  the  people  know  it  was  finished,  servants  and  landlady 
^_     ill  were  at  a  loss  to  know  what  should  be  done ;  and,  finding 
^K   every  one  afraid  of  catching  the  complaint,  as  we  should  be 
^^P  of  the  yellow  fever,  I  took  two  women  who  had  washed  and 
^H    Mmelimes  assisted  me,  and,  again  shutting  the  door,  with 
^B     their  assistance  did  the  last  duties,  and  felt  I  had  doue 
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■U— all  that  t«nderest  lore  and  dutj  coiild  do.  Mj  bead 
bad  Dot  rested  for  a.  week;  three  days  and  nighla  the  fatigue 
had  been  iucesBaat,  am]  one  meal  in  twenty-fmir  honrs; 
atill  I  muit  wash,  dress,  pack  up,  and  iu  Doe  hoar  be  in 
MiB.  Filicchi's  carriago,  and  ride  fifteen  miles  to  Leghuni. 
Cariton  and  onr  old  Ijonb  atajed  to  watch;  and  mj  William 
was  brought  in  the  afternoon,  and  deposited  in  the  hous« 
appointed,  in  the  Protestant  bnrying-ground.  Oh  I  oh  1  ob  I 
what  a  day! — close  his  eyes,  lay  him  out,  ride  a  journey,  bo 
obliged  to  see  a  dozen  people  in  my  room  till  night,  and  at 
night  crowded  with  the  whole  sense  of  my  situation.  Oh, 
my  Father  and  my  God !  The  nekt  morning  at  eleven,  all 
the  English  and  Americans  in  Leghorn  met  at  the  grave- 
house,  aad  all  was  done.  In  all  this,  it  is  not  necessaiy  to 
dwell  on  the  mercy  and  consoling  presence  of  my  dear  Lord, 
for  no  mortal  strength  could  support  what  I  experienced. 
My  WilUam  of^  asked  me  if  I  felt  assured  he  would  bs 
accepted  and  pardoned;  and  I  always  tried  to  convince  him 
that  where  the  soul  was  so  sincere  as  his,  and  submission  to 
God's  will  so  uniform  as  his  had  been  throughout  his  trial, 
it  became  sinful  to  doubt  one  moment  of  his  reception 
through  the  merits  of  his  Redeemer.  The  night  l>efore  his 
death,  praying  earnestly  for  him  that  his  pardon  might  be 
sealed  in  heaven  and  his  transgressions  blotted  out,  after 
praying,  I  continued  on  my  knees,  laid  my  head  on  the  chair 
by  which  I  knelt,  and  insensibly  lost  myself.  I  saw  io  my 
slumber  a  little  angel,  with  a  pen  in  one  hand  and  a  sheet 
of  white  paper  iu  the  other;  he  looked  at  me,  holding  out 
the  paper,  and  wrote  io  large  letters — 'Jesus.'  This,  though 
a  vieion  of  sleep,  was  a  great  ^mfort.  He  was  very  muoh 
affected  when  I  told  him,  and  said,  a  few  hours  before  he 
died,  'The  angel  wrote,  Jesus:  he  has  opened  the  door  of 
eternal  life  for  me,  and  will  cover  mo  with  his  merita.'  I 
had  a  similar  dream  the  same  night.    The  heavens  appeared 
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*  TCry  bright  blue;  a  little  angel  at  Bome  distance  licid  dficn 
a  divisioD  id  the  sky.  A  large  black  bird,  like  an  ea<r]n,  flow 
toward  me,  aad  flapped  its  wings  round  aod  madit  every  t.hin^ 
dark.  The  angel  looked  as  if  it  held  up  the  division  wait> 
iiig  for  something  the  bird  came  for.  And  so,  alooo  from 
every  friend  on  earth,  walking  the  'vullejof  the  shadi'W  of 
death,'  we  had  aweet  comfort  even  in  our  dreams,  while  fuith 
oonTiDced  us  they  were  realities." 

ThoE  terminated  foi  Mrs.  Seton  one  of  the  Bcvereat  triiils 
that  human  infirmity  is  destined  to  encounter — the  death 
of  her  husband  in  a  land  of  strangere,  all  her  relatives  and 
friends  separated  from  her  by  the  wide  ocean,  and  unable  lo 
afford  that  sokcc  which  her  bereavement  so  naturally  called 
for.  But  her  own  relation  of  this  painful  event  ie  fjuite 
sufficient  to  show  that  her  fortitude  was  equal  to  the  ordeal 
to  which  she  was  euhjeoted,  and  that  she  exhibited  in  her 
affliction  a  strength  of  mind  and  a  moral  energy  as  rare  as 
thoy  are  worthy  of  admiration.  On  the  very  day  that  her 
husband  breathed  his  last,  when  she  was  on  the  way  from 
the  melancholy  spot  to  the  residence  of  Mr.  Filicchi  in  Leg- 
honi,  such  was  her  entire  resignation  to  the  dispensations 
of  Heaven,  that  "in  her  perpetual  look  upward  she  could 
enjoy  in  her  silence  of  peace  and  deadly  calmness  the  view 
of  the  beautiful  country  around." 

On  her  arrival  at  Leghorn,  she  was  received  in  the  Filic- 
chi family  with  every  mark  of  the  sincercst  symp-ithy  and 
the  most  unbounded  generosity;  "but,"  as  she  says,  "my 
poor,  high  heart  was  in  the  clouds,  soaring  afler  my  Wil- 
liam's Boul,  and  repeating,  'My  God,  you  are  my  Gud,  and 
BO  I  am  now  alone  in  the  world  with  you  and  ray  iittle  ones; 
but  you  are  my  Father,  and  doubly  theirs.'"  The  same 
day  in  the  evening,  she  was  kindly  visited  by  the  Rev.  Mr. 
Halt,  who  officiated  at  the  interment  of  Mr.  Seton. 
first  words  to  her  were,  "As  the  tree  falls,  luadain,  there 
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lifcs."  Among  those  who  called  upon  hur,  ahe  makca  par- 
ticular nieiitiftn  of  the  good  old  Capitano,  who  "came,"  she 
sajs,  "with  a  black  orapo  on  the  hat  and  arm,  and  swh  n 
look  of  aorrow  at  his  poor  Signora — all  his  kindness  in  the 
lazaretto  was  present.  Dearest  Anna  melted  hie  heart 
again,  and  he  ours." 

The  imprcsBion  which  Mrs.  Scton  made  upon  the  miodi 
of  those  who  had  attended  at  the  lazaretto  and  at  Pisa, 
whore  her  husband  expired,  and  upon  all  indeed  who  formed 
her  acquaintance,  was  of  the  most  favorable  char.icter.  We 
have  seen  already  how  cheerfully  the  offiocra  and  servants  at 
the  quarantine  ministered  to  the  wants  of  herself  and  her 
suffering  husband ;  but  subsequently,  when  the  vain  fear  of 
contagion  prevented  others  from  laying  out  the  corpse  of 
Mr.  Scton,  and  she  herself,  with  the  aesiHtance  of  her  wash- 
woman, undertook  this  sad  duty,  the  people  around  gaxcd  at 
her  with  astonishment,  admiring  her  courage  and  fortitude, 
and  exclaiming,  with  more  of  good  feeling  than  judgment, 
"  If  ahe  was  not  a  heretic  she  would  be  a  saint."  AH, 
however,  according  to  their  circuuiatanoea,  performed  the 
part  of  friendship,  which  met  with  a  corresponding  grati- 
tude on  the  part  of  Mrs.  Seton. 

"  The  Filicchiw,"  she  says  in  a  letter  to  her  sister-in-law, 
"  do  all  they  can  to  case  my  situation,  and  seem,  indeed,  that 
thej  cannot  do  enough.  Indeed,  from  the  day  we  left  home, 
we  have  met  with  nothing  but  liindncsa,  even  in  servants 
and  Btrangcra."  A  fow  days  after,  she  wrote  to  the  same 
friend  that  her  husband's  sufferings  and  death  had  interested 
BO  many  persons  in  Jicghorn,  that  she  was  as  kindly  treated 
and  as  much  attended  to,  in  regard  to  her  health  and  the 
oonsolatiuns  which  she  needed,  as  if  she  were  at  home.  "Iu> 
deed,"  she  adds,  "when  I  look  forward  to  my  unprovided 
gitoation,  as  it  relates  to  the  affairs  of  this  life,  I  must  often 
wu/Jp  at  their  tenderness  and  precautions.     Anna  says, '  Oh, 
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mamma,  how  many  friends  OoJ  hus  provided  for  lis  in  tliis 
itninge  land!  for  they  aro  our  friends  before  they  know 
OS ;'  aiid  who  euu  tell  how  great  a  comfort  he  provided  for 
ine  wheu  he  gave  her  to  me?"  To  divert  her  wind  from  its 
melancholy  louainf^a,  and  afford  her  an  opportunity,  during 
her  brief  stay  iu  Italy,  of  extending  her  acquaints neo  with 
a  couatry  which  abounded  iu  ao  many  curioaJtips  of  nature 
and  of  art,  some  of  her  friends  induced  her  to  accompany 
them  to  Florence.  How  ehe  enjoyed  the  coDteniphition  of 
the  beautiful  scenery  around  her,  and  the  wonderful  produc- 
tions of  human  genius  in  that  city  of  elegance  and  taste, 
will  be  seen  from  the  following  description  of  her  viwit  in 
Ler  own  words  :* 

"Four  days  I  have  been  at  Florence,  lodged  in  the  famous 
palace  of  Medici,  which  fronts  the  Amo  and  presents  a 
view  of  the  high  mountains  of  Morolli,  covered  with  ele- 
gant country-seats,  and  five  bridges  across  the  rivor,  which 
are  always  thronged  with  people  and  carriages.  On  Sun- 
day, January  8,  at  11  o'clock,  I  went  with  Mrs.  Amabiliaf 
to  the  chapel  La  Santissima  Anunziata.  Passing  through  a 
carton,  my  eye  was  atruck  with  hundreds  of  persons  kneel- 
ing; but  the  gloom  of  the  chapel,  which  is  lighted  only  by 
the  wax  tapers  on  the  altar,  and  a  small  window  at  the  top 
darkened  with  green  silk,  made  every  object  at  first  appear 
rety  indistinct,  while  that  kind  of  soft  and  distuut  umsio 
which  lifts  the  mind  to  a  foretaste  of  heavenly  pleiisurcs 
called  up  in  an  instant  every  dear  and  tender  idea  of  luy 
8i>ul,  and,  forgetting  Mm.  A.'s  company  and  all  the  surround- 
ing scene,  I  sank  on  my  knees  in  the  first  place  I  found 
vacant,  and  ahed  a  torrent  of  tears  at  the  reooHection  of  how 
long  I  had  been  a  stranger  in  the  house  of  my  God,  and  the 

*  Thii  dfliaripdon  ia  n  journsil  wtiiub  s1i«  propnred  for  Uie  gretiSiiitioi 
»f  »  beloTcd  nlaUFS  iu  Americn. 

t  The  wife  of  Mr.  Anthony  Filicohi.  uf  Loghora. 
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ftceurnul.ited  sorrow  thut  had  separated  me  from  it.  I  need 
uot  tell  yon  that  I  gaid  onr  dear  service  witb  my  whole  kouI, 
as  far  aa  in  ita  agitation  I  could  recollect.  When  the  oi^n 
ce.ased,  and  mass  was  over,  we  walked  around  the  chapel. 
The  elegance  of  the  ceiliag  in  carved  gold,  altars  loaded  wiUi 
gold  and  silver  and  other  procions  ornameots ;  picturcB  of 
every  sacred  subject,  and  the  dome  a  continued  represciiia- 
tion  of  different  parts  of  Scripture :  all  this  can  never  ba 
nonceived  by  description,  nor  my  delight  in  seeing  old  Uien 
and  old  women,  young  women,  a.nd  all  sorts  of  people,  kneel- 
ing promiscuously  about  the  altar,  as  inattentive  to  ua  and 
other  pa.'«crs-by  as  if  we  were  not  there.  On  the  other  side 
of  the  church,  another  chapel  presented  a  similar  scene,  but 
as  another  mass  had  begun,  I  passed  on  tip-toe  behind  Mrs. 
Pilicchi,  unable  to  look  around,  though  every  one  is  so  in- 
tent upon  their  prayers  and  rosary  that  it  is  very  immaterial 
what  a  stranger  does. 

"  While  Mrs.  Filicchi  went  to  make  visits,  I  visited  the 
church  of  St.  Firenze,  and  saw  two  more  elegant  chapels, 
but  in  a  more  simple  style,  and  hud  the  pleasure  of  treadin|( 
the  sacred  place  with  two  of  ite  inhabitants,  as  a  convent  is 
also  part  of  the  building.  I  saw  a  young  priest  unlock  bis 
little  chapel,  with  that  composed  and  equal  eye  as  if  his 
Foul  had  entered  before  him.  My  heart  would  willingly 
have  followed  after;  here  was  to  be  the  best  music,  but  at 
Dight,  and  no  female  could  be  admitted. 

"  I  rode  to  the  queen's  gardens,  where  I  saw  elms  and 
6tt,,  with  hedges  of  yew  and  ivy  in  beautiful  verdure,  4nd 
cultivated  fields,  appearing  like  our  advanced  spring.  In- 
deed, it  was  not  possible  to  look  without  thinking,  or  to 
think  without  my  soul's  crying  out  for  those  it  loves  in  hea- 
ven or  on  earth.  Therefore  I  was  forced  to  close  my  eye* 
and  lean  against  the  carriage  as  if  asleep;  which  the  mild 
Boftness  of  tho  air  and  warmth  of  the  sun  seemed  easily  to 
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exeuM.  We  etopped  at  the  queen's  country  paJiicc,  and 
passed  through  such  innumerable  suites  of  apartments,  sc 
elegant  that  each  was  a  new  object  of  wonder;  but  Sulo- 
moD's  vanity  and  vexation  of  spirit  was  aJI  the  while  in  mj 
heord.  Saw  the  queen  twice ;  but,  a 
would  not  be  known  from  any  other  w 
be  of  her  attendants.* 

"Sunday  fvenittQ. — Mr.  T C and  Mrs.  F.  went 

to  the  opera.  I  had  a  good  Gre  in  my  room,  locked  the 
door,  and,  with  my  dear  Anna,  books  and  pens,  passed  a 
bippy  evening  for  this  world.  When  we  said  our  dear  ser- 
vice together,  she  burut  into  team,  as  she  has  always  dona 
since  we  say  it  alone.  She  says,  '  My  dear  papa  is  praising 
God  in  heaven,  and  I  ought  not  to  cry  for  him ;  but  I  bi- 
lieve  it  is  human  nature;  is  it  not,  mammal''  I  think  ;'/ 
what  David  said  :  '  I  ahall  go  to  him,  he  cannot  returt.  tc 
me.'  Her  conversation  is  dearer  to  me,  and  preferuMo  la 
any  I  can  have  this  side  of  the  grave.  It  is  one  of  the 
greatest  mercies  that  I  was  permitted  to  bring  her,  for  many 
reason  B. 

"Mrmdaff  morninfj,  Jan.  9.— Visited  the  gallcty;  but 
aa  my  curiosity  had  been  greatly  excited  by  my  Seton's  de- 
aeriptioDS,  and  the  French  having  made  great  depredations, 
it  did  not  equal  my  expectations.  The  chef-d'ceuvre  of  D., 
a.  head  scarcely  to  be  disttngnifihed  from  life,  the  Bedeemcr 
about  twelve  years  of  age — a  Madonna — and  the  Hap-'/lrt 
very  young,  were  those  that  attracted  me  most.  The  sti'aes 
in  bronze  were  beautiful;  hut  I,  being  only  an  Amer  i^an, 
coiild  not  look  very  straight  at  them.  Innumerabl';  curi- 
opitiefl  and  antiquities  surrounded  us  on  all  side»      The 


By  the  treaty  of  LuneriUe,  in  1901,  Tuscany  bomme 
u  the  Pritce  of  Panna,  who  was  atylod  King  of  Birurin. 
.h,  in  1M3,  hii  nidow,  Maria  Louiea,  assumed  the  gor 
qDew  TegeDt  during  tba  fflisorilj  «f  luir  toa. 
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sacrod  rcprcaentationa  were  sufficient  to  engage  and  lotcrcsl 
all  mj  atlcntion,  and,  as  the  Fivnch  had  not  been  cotcIoos 
of  those,  I  had  the  udvantage  of  seeing  them ;  hut  felt  the 
void  of  him  who  would  have  pointed  out  the  beauties  of 
every  object  too  much  to  onjoy  any  perfectly — 'alone  but 
half  enjoyed.'  My  God  !  Went  to  the  church  of  San  Lo- 
renzo, nhere  a  seosatioa  of  delight  struck  me  eo  forciblj 
that  I  approached  the  groat  altar,  formed  all  of  the  most 
precious  stones  and  marblea  that  could  be  produced.  'My 
Boul  doth  magnify  the  Lord,  my  spirit  rejoices  in  God  ray 
Sftvioar,'  came  into  uiy  mind  with  a  fervor  which  absorbed 
every  other  feeliog.  It  reaalled  the  ideas  of  the  offerings 
of  David  and  Solomon  to  the  Lord,  when  the  rich  and 
valuable  productiona  of  nature  and  art  were  devoted  to  his 
holy  temple  and  sanctified  to  his  service.  Annexed  to  this 
is  the  chapel  of  marble,  the  beauty  and  work  and  riehnesH 
of  which  might  he  supposed  the  production  of  more  than 
mortal  means,  if  its  unfinished  dome  did  not  discover  it« 
imperfections.  It  is  the  tomb  of  tho  Medici  princes. 
Monuments  of  granite,  goldeu  erowna  set  with  precious 
stones,  the  poli.sb  of  the  whole  which  reflects  the  different 
monnmenta  as  a  mirror,  and  the  awfiil  black  Cosmos  who 
are  rcpreseutod  on  the  top  of  the  monuineols  as  large  as 
life,  with  their  erowna  and  sceptres,  made  my  poor  weak 
head  turn,  and  I  believe,  if  it  had  been  possible  that  I 
should  have  been  alone  there,  it  would  never  have  turned 
back  again.  I  passed  my  evening  again  in  my  room  with 
dear  Anna.  At  half-past  nine,  Mr,  C.  took  the  trouble  St 
oome  for  me,  to  attend  the  opera,  that  I  might  hear  some 
wonderful  trio,  in  which  tho  celebrated  David  was  to  show 
lU  his  excellence;  and  as  it  would  bo  over  at  ten,  and  Mrs. 
F.  so  much  desired  it,  I  went  with  hut  and  veil,  instead 
of  the  masks  they  all  wore.  The  opera-house  is  so  dark 
tbnt  you  can  hardly  distinguish  the  person  next  to  you 


MHH.    E.    A.    BBTOR.  89 

Anna  thought  the  singera  wouli)  go  mod,  and  I  conld  not 
find  the  least  gnitificittioD  in  their  quavers;  felt  the  full 
conTiction  that  tho»c  who  could  lind  pleaaurc  iu  such  a 
Bceue  luuBt  be  unacquainted  with  real  pleasure,  M;  Wil- 
liam had  so  much  desired  that  I  should  hear  this  David, 
that  I  tried  to  be  pleajicd ;  but  not  one  note  touched  DJ 
beart.  At  ten,  I  was  relieved  from  the  most  unwilling 
exertion  I  had  yet  made,  and  returned  wi'h  redoubled  de- 
light to  my  plenfiiires,  which  were  tu  the  jjys  of  heaven  iu 
eomparison. 

"Tvtidaif,  Jan.  10. — I  saw  the  church  Santa  Maria, 
uid  the  queen's  palaee  in  which  she  resides.  >]Teiy  beauty 
that  gold,  damnsk  of  every  variety,  and  India  tapestry,  can 
devise,  embellitihed  with  fine  statues,  ceiUngx  embossed  wilh 
gold,  elegant  pictures,  carpets,  and  floors  inlaid  with  the 
most  costly  satin-woods,  in  beautifiil  patterns,  tnhlce  inlaid 
with  most  precious  orders  of  stone, — all  combined  to  make 
the  palace  of  Pitti  a  pattern  of  elegance  and  taste.     So  aay 

the  connoisseurs.     For  me,  I  am  no  judge,  as  O says. 

A  picture  of  the  descent  from  the  cross,  nearly  as  large  as 
life,  engaged  my  whole  soul ;  Maty  at  the  foot  of  it  ei- 
pressed  well  that  the  iron  had  entered  into  hers,  and  the 
shades  of  death  over  her  agonized  countenance  so  strongly 
contrasted  the  heavenly  peace  of  the  dear  Redeemer  that 
it  seemed  as  if  his  pains  had  fallen  on  her.  How  hard  it 
was  to  leave  that  picture,  and  how  often,  in  the  few  hours' 
nterval  since  I  have  seen  it,  I  shut  my  eyes,  and  recall  it 
imagination  !  Abraham  and  Isaac  are  also  represented 
so  expressive  a  manner  that  you  feel  the  whole  con- 
vulsion of  that  patriarch's  breast ;  and  well  for  me  that,  ia 
Tiewing  those  two  pictures,  my  companions  were  engaged 
with  other  subjects — the  dropping  tears  could  be  hid,  but 
the  shaking  of  the  whole  frame  not  so  easily.     Bear  sister, 
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it  is  plain  tliat  she  fonnd  id  the  curiosities  of  that  city  not 
only  a  source  of  riLtiaiiBJ  enjoymeot,  but  a  subject  of  reli- 
gious mediUtioa.  The  sacred  places  inspired  her  irith 
rereicnce,  and  raised  her  heart  to  Oodj  the  gorgeous  decora- 
tions of  hia  temples  reminded  her  of  that  infinite  grandeur 
and  cicelleoce  to  which  every  thing  should  be  consecrated ; 
the  scriptural  paintings  carried  her  soul  back  with  the  live- 
lieat  emotions  to  the  very  scenes  which  thcj  commemo- 
rated ;  even  the  productions  of  a  purely  secular  art  elevated 
her  thoughts  above  the  world.  With  a  mind  so  intelligent, 
and  80  directed  to  spiritual  reflection,  she  was  prepared  to 
receive  the  happiest  impreBsiona  from  the  Catholic  awocia- 
tioDB  she  had  formed  in  Italy. 
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is  but  uatural  tc  infer  from  the  excellent  qualities  of 

Seton,  and  particularly  from  her  religious  spirit  and 

Bincerity  of  heart,  that  she  would  become  an  object  of  ob»- 

ritable  zeal  among  her  new  friends,  and  woulil  herself  be 
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amiably  alludes  to  this  circnmBtaace : — "I  am  hnrd  pushed 
by  these  chsriUible  Romans,  who  wish  that  so  much  good- 
ness Bhowld  be  improved  by  a  couveraion,  which  to  effect 
thej  have  even  taken  the  trouble  to  bnD^  nie  their  beet-in- 
formed priest,  Abb^  Pluukett,  who  is  an  Irishimui;  but  thej 
find  me  so  willing  to  hear  their  enlightened  conversatiun, 
that  consequently,  as  learned  people  like  to  hear  themselTeB 
best,  I  have  but  little  to  eay,  and  as  yet  keep  friends  with 
all,  as  the  beet  comment  on  my  profession."  At  firet,  Mrs. 
Scton  little  imagined  that  there  was  a  more  aeenre  way  to 
heaven  than  that  which  she  bad  been  taught  to  follow;  but 
to  a  person  of  her  intcUigcneo  and  uprightness  the  cnide- 
ness  of  Protestantism  could  not  but  suggest  its  charucter  of 
uncertainty,  and  she  therefore  prayed  to  G!od  that,  if  she  had 
not  the  happiness  of  being  in  the  way  that  was  pleasing  to 
him,  he  would  gracionsly  lead  her  into  the  right  path.  She 
daily  implored  the  divine  light  and  nsaiatance,  repeating,  in 
the  words  of  Pope: — 


The  grace  of  God  was  not  wanting.  It  gradually  un- 
folded to  her  view  the  superior  claims  of  Catholicity,  the 
truth  and  conRolations  of  its  fxitb.  In  entering  a  Catholic 
church,  she  felt  an  impression  of  awe  that  she  had  never  ex- 
perienced in  a  Protestant  place  of  worship;  and  the  follow- 
ing incident  will  show  how  her  mind,  uuder  the  influence  of 
a  heavenly  light,  began  to  penetrate  through  the  mistH  wliiuli 
hod  clouded  her  religious  views.  Having  accompanied  her 
friends  to  the  church  of  Montuncro,  in  a  lovely  part  of  the 
couutry  where  Mr.  Pilicchi  had  been  once  concealed  by  the 
JQUiatva  of  the  convent  during  some  political  revolution, 
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thr<r  vnrc  invited  t«  hear  maae  in  tbeir  chapcV  During  th« 
Knice,  at  the  rcr;  moment  of  the  elevution  of  the  sacrod 
Host,  a  jouDg  EnglishmBQ  who  was  preaent  ohserved  to  Mrs. 
Seton; — "This is  what  they  call  their  real  presence."  ''Mj 
very  heart,"  she  saye,  "  trembled  with  pain  and  aon-ow  for 
hii^  unfeeling  interruption  of  their  sacred  adoration;  for  all 
■round  vaa  dead  silence,  and  many  were  proatrated.  Tuvoluc- 
tarily  I  bent  from  bim  to  tbe  pavement,  and  thought  secretly 
on  the  words  of  St.  Paul,  with  starting  tears,  'they  discern 
not  the  Lord's  body;'  and  the  next  thought  was,  how  should 
they  eat  and  drink  their  own  damnation  for  not  discerning 
it,  if  indeed  it  ia  not  there?  And  how  did  he  breathe  my 
soul  into  me?  and  how,  and  how  a  hundred  other  tilings 
I  know  nothing  about?  I  am  a  mother;  so  the  mother's 
thought  came  also.  How  was  my  God  a  little  babe  in  the 
first  stage  of  his  mortal  existence  in  Mary?  But  I  lost  these 
thoughta  in  my  babes  at  home,  whieh  I  daily  longed  for 
more  and  more." 

By  the  dispensation  of  Providence,  the  ardent  desire  of 
Mra.  Seton  to  be  reunited  to  her  family  in  America  was  not 
to  be  realized  as  soon  as  she  expected.  On  the  3d  of  Feb- 
ruary, she  and  her  daughter  embarked  for  their  native  coun- 
try in  the  same  vessel  which  had  conveyed  them  to  Italy. 
"We  had  parted,"  she  says,  "with  our  most  kind  friends, 
loaded  with  their  blessings  and  presents;  I  with  gold  and 
passports  and  recommendations,  for  fear  of  Algerines  or 
necessity  to  put  in  any  of  the  Meditorranean  ports;  but  all 
that  in  vain.  A  driving  storm  at  night  struck  thq  vessel 
against  another,  and  in  the  morning,  instead  of  hoisting  sail 
for  America,  we  were  obliged  to  return  on  shore;  most 
kJTidly,  indeed,  welcomed  by  the  Filicchia,  but  heart  down 
enough  at  the  disappointment;  and  imagine  the  rest,  when 
our  sweetest  Anna,  unable  to  hide  her  suffering,  was  found 
in  high  fever,  covered  with  eruptions,  which  the  doctor  pro 
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Donnced  scarlet."  NoCnithstanding  the  illness  of  bcr  cLild, 
3Irs.  Seton  would  have  ventured  upon  the  voyage  with  the 
first  fair  wind,  and  trusted  the  ifeue  to  God;  but  as  the  pros- 
pects of  the  vessel  would  have  been  injured  by  sickuess 
ainaag  the  passengers,  she  was  obliged  to  remain  at  Leghorn. 
On  returning  from  the  vessel,  she  and  her  daughter  had  been 
conducted  by  Mr  Anthony  Filicchi  to  his  residence,  wbera 
they  wore  welcomed  with  unbounded  kindness  and  hospi- 
tality, and  invited  to  remain  until  their  departure  for  Ame- 
rica, After  the  recovery  of  Miss  Anna  Seton  from  her  ill- 
nesH,  which  lasted  three  weeks,  h^  mother  wb£  seized  with 
the  same  complaint,  which  confined  her  for  the  same  period 
to  her  room.  During  all  thia  time,  the  most  devoted  atten- 
tions were  bestowed  upon  them  by  their  Italian  friends,  who 
displayed,  in  their  regard,  a  brilliant  example  of  Christian 
charity.  "Oh,  the  patience,"  esclaima  Mrs.  Seton,  "and 
more  than  human  kindness  of  these  dear  Filicchis  for  us ! 
Yon  would  say  it  was  our  Saviour  himself  they  received  in 
his  poor  and  sick  strangers."  Thus  detained  in  the  midst 
of  a  family  equally  pious  and  enlightened,  she  posaesBcd 
every  facility  of  becoming  intimately  acquainted  with  the 
doctrines  and  consolations  of  the  Catholic  faith,  and  her  let- 
ters show  that  she  did  not  neglect  this  valuable  opportunity. 
"  How  happy  would  we  he,"  she  writes  to  a  friend,  "  if  wo 
believed  what  these  dear  souls  believe — that  thoy  possess 
God  in  the  sacrament,  and  that  he  remains  in  their  churches, 
and  is  carried  to  them  when  they  are  sick !  Oh,  my !  when 
they  carry  the  blessed  sacrament  under  ray  window,  while  1 
feci  the  full  loneliness  and  sadness  of  ray  case,  I  cannot  stop 
the  tears  at  the  thought.  My  God !  how  happy  I  would  he, 
even  so  far  away  from  all  so  dear,  if  I  could  find  you  in  iha 
cbarch  as  they  do,  (for  there  is  a  chapel  in  the  very  houso 
of  Mr.  Filicchi,)  how  many  things  I  would  any  to  you  of  tht 
(arrows  of  my  heart  and  the  sins  of  my  life !    The  .thcr  day, 
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log,'  and  I  bad  come  to  cburrh  with  »  hcartj  breakfast  of 
buc^kwhcat-cakea  and  cofTee,  and  full  of  life  and  spirits,  with 
little  thought  of  my  sina, — jou  may  remember  wbat  he  paid 
about  ita  being  old  cuBtoms,  &o.  Well,  tbe  dear  Mrs.  l''i- 
licchi,  who  I  urn  with,  never  euts,  this  scaeoo  of  Lent,  till 
after  tbe  clock  atrikes  three.  Then  the  family  asHcmblc,  and 
she  suj's,  she  offers  her  weakness  and  pain  of  faetin<;  for  her 
sins,  united  with  her  Siiviour's  sufferings.  I  like  that  very 
much;  but,  what  I  like  better,  dearest  Rebecca, — only  think 
what  a  comfort, — they  go  to  mass  here  every  morning.  Ah ! 
bow  often  you  and  1  used  to  give  tie  sigh,  and  you  wtmlil 
press  your  arm  in  mine,  of  a  Sunday  evening,  and  say,  '  No 
more  until  nest  Sunday,'  us  we  turned  from  tbe  ehureb  door 
which  closed  on  uB,  (unless  a  prayer  day  was  given  nut  in 
the  week.)  Well,  hero  they  go  to  church  at  four  every 
moruiDg,  if  they  please.  And  you  know  bow  wo  were 
laughed  at  for  running  from  one  ebureb  to  another,  sacra- 
ment Sundays,  that  we  might  receive  as  often  as  we  could; 
well,  bore  people  that  love  God  and  lead  a  good,  regular 
life,  can  go  (though  many  do  not  do  it — yet  they  van  go) 
every  day.  Oh,  my!  I  don't  know  how  anybody  can  have 
any  trouble  in  this  world  who  believes  all  these  dear  soula 
belioTO.  If  /  don't  believe  it,  it  shall  not  be  for  want  of 
praying.  Why,  they  must  bo  as  happy  as  angels,  almost." 
Such  was  the  lofty  and  just  appreciation  which  Mrs.  Seton 
formed  of  Catholic  truth.  In  ber  new  acquaintances  at  Iieg- 
horn  she  found  not  only  the  most  generous  friends,  who  did 
all  that  the  most  tender  affection  could  devise  to  render  her 
situation  agreeable,  but  most  intelligent  and  edifyiii^i;  mem- 
bers of  the  Church,  whose  conversation  and  exaniple  inspired 
her  with  the  highest  admiration  for  its  faith  and  observances. 
Id  their  company  she  would  visit  the  sacred  places,  where 
she  united  with  devotion  in  the  different  ceremonies  of  tbe 
Ckurch,  and  poured  forth  her  soul  iu  fervent  prayer,     Tbe 
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we  go  fir^t  in  eaitia  church  or  conveot-chapel  as  wo  pua, 
which  we  always  foresee  bj  a  large  cross  before  it,  and  aiy 
some  little  prayere  before  we  go  farther.  Men  do  it  as  well 
as  womeu.  Tou  know  with  us  a  maa  would  be  aHhaiocd  to 
be  Been  koeeliug,  especially  of  a  week-day.  Oh,  my  !  but  I 
slinll  be  with  you  agaio  :  two  days  more  and  wo  start  for 
home !  This  mild  heavenlv  eveniog  puta  me  iu  mind  whca 
§0  ottea  you  and  I  stood,  or  rather  leaned  on  eaeh  other, 
louking  at  the  setting  sun ;  sometimes  silent  tears  and  sighs 
for  that  home  where  sorrow  cannot  come.  AIus  !  how  may 
I  perhaps  find  mine?— sorrow  plenlj.  I  was  speaking  of  it 
the  other  evening  to  Filicchi,  and  he  said,  in  hia  dry  Euglish, 
'My  little  sister,  God  the  Almighty  U  laughing  at  you.  He 
takes  care  of  little  birds  and  makes  the  lilies  grow,  and  you 
fear  he  will  not  taie  care  of  you.  I  tell  you  he  will  take 
care  of  you.'  So  I  hope,  dearest  Rebecca ;  you  know  that 
y  them  that  were  poor,  because  they  had  qo- 
with  the  world." 

1  all  his  acts  of  kindness  to  Mrs.  Seton,  aud 
through  regard  for  her  husband,  whom  he  had  numbered 
among  his  cherished  friends,  Mr.  Anthony  Filicchi  resolved 
to  accompany  her  to  the  United  States.  A  desire  to  eee  the 
country,  and  to  attend  personally  to  certain  matters  of  huai- 
aa,  had  long  made  a  visit  to  the  New  World  an  object  of 
interest  to  him ;  but  he  was  decided  to  undertake  the  voyage 
by  the  opportunity  now  presented  of  becoming  a  protectitr 
to  Mrs.  Seton.  We  will  here  remark  that  the  Messrs,  Filic- 
chi, of  L^hom,  were  gcDileiiien  of  the  highest  standing  iu 
mercantile  life,  accomplished  members  of  society,  and  orna- 
ments of  the  religion  they  professed ;  and  they  deserve  honor- 
able mention  in  the  bii^rsphy  of  Mrs.  Seton,  not  only  for 
(he  generous  friendship  which  they  extended  to  her  and  her 
husband,  but  also  on  account  of  the  important  part  which 
they  bore  in  her  conversion.     They  were  men  of  noble  im- 
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Mceptanco  thnragh  Him  who  gave  himself  for  us;  earnestly 
we  desired  to  be  united  with  Him,  and  would  gladly  en- 
cauDt«r  all  tho  sorrows  before  us  to  be  parbLkcrs  of  that 
blessed  body  and  blood.     Oh,  my  God,  spare  and  pity  me. 
"We  returned  hoioe-'wjth  hearts  full  of  maoy  sensations; 

00  my  part,  sorrow  at  pi-rtisn-  with  the  friendti  who  hod  been 
eo  kind  to  mo  and  the  daar  little  angeis  I  tenderly  love 
itn:ggled  with  the  joy  of  once  lu^rc  embarking  for  home; 
while  I  gave  dear  Aoutbilia  a  farcwcif  embrace  in  the  bal- 
oony  the  eun  rose  bright  and  glorious,'  und  c^led  our  tboughta 
to  that  hoar  when  the  Sun  of  lUghteousAeBs  would  rise  and 
reunite  us  forever. 

"  The  Hgnal  had  been  given,  the  waterman  waited  for  U8, 
and  my  dear  brother  passed  the  struggle  tike  a  man  aud  a 
Christian ;  dear,  manly  soul,  it  indeed  appeared  to  me  in  the 
'  image  of  God.' 

"Philip  Filiechi  and  Carlton  waited  for  us  at  the  Health 
Office,  and  letters  for  America. 

"  Filieehi's  last  blesaiag  to  me  was  as  his  whole  eonduet 
hod  been — that  of  the  truest  friend.  Oh,  Filiechi,  you  ahall 
not  wUnai  against  me.  May  God  bleea  you  forever,  and 
may  you  shiue  as  the  'stars  in  glory'  for  what  you  have  done 
for  me ! 

"At  eight  o'clock,  was  quietly  seated  with  little  Ann  aud 
dear  Antonio,  on  the  quarter-deck.  The  anchor  weighed, 
sails  hoisted,  and  dear  '  yo,  yo !'  resounding  on  all  sides, 
brought  to  remembraoce  the  2d  of  October,  1803,  with  a 
force  as  strong  as  could  be  borne :  most  dear  Seton,  where 
are  you  now  ?  I  lose  sight  of  the  shore  that  contains  your 
dear  ashes,  and  your  soul  is  in  that  region  of  immensity 
where  I  cannot  find  you.     My  Father  and  my  God  !  and  yet 

1  must  always  love  to  retrospect  thy  wonderful  dispensations : 
lu  be  sent  eo  many  thousand  miles  on  so  hopeless  an  errand; 
to  be  constantly  supported  aud  auconipauied  by  tliy  consoling 
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■kj£,  "1  tiemble;  and  while  the  tlashiog  vf  the  waves  and 
their  iiioessaiit  motioa  picture  to  me  the  allutiuent  which 
God  has  given  me,  the  tears  fall  fust  through  my  fiugcrs  at 
the  ioBupportable  thought  of  being  separated  friiiu  jou ; 
uid  yet,  my  dear  H.,  you  will  not  be  s 
tp&it  sincerity,  and  though  you  will  think  me  in  error,  and 
eveD  reprehensihle,  in  changing  my  religion,  I  know  thni 
bcaveDly  Christian  charity  will  plead  for  me  in  your  affeo> 
idona  You  have  oertaiuly,  without  my  knowing  it,  been 
dearer  to  me  than  God,  for  whom  my  reason,  my  judgment, 
and  my  conviction,  used  their  combined  force  against  the 
value  of  your  esteem.  The  combat  was  in  vain,  until  I  con- 
sidered that  yourijclf  would  no  longer  oppose,  or  desire  no 
severe  a  struggle  which  was  destroying  my  mortal  life,  and, 
more  than  that,  my  peace  with  God.  Still,  if  you  will  nut 
be  my  brother — if  your  dear  friendship  and  esteem  must  be 
the  price  of  my  fidelity  to  what  I  believe  to  he  the  truth, — I 
cannot  doubt  the  mercy  of  God,  who,  by  depriving  nie  of  my 
dearest  tie  on  earth,  will  certainly  draw  me  nearer  to  him ; 
and  this  I  feel  confidently  from  the  experience  of  tbc  past, 
and  the  truth  of  his  promise,  which  can  never  fail," 

While  Mrs.  Seton  thus  prepared  herself  for  the  opposition 
which  she  bad  reason  to  e^tpcct  in  consequence  of  the  change 
in  ber  religious  sentiments,  another  severe  trial  awaited  her 
ou  her  arrival  in  America.  She  landed  at  New  York,  in 
company  with  her  daughter  and  Mr.  Kilicehi,  on  the  4th  of 
June,  when  she  discovered  that  Miss  Kebccca  Seton,  her 
sister-in-law,  whose  virtues  had  rendered  lier  an  object  of 
unbounded  admiration,  was  on  the  verge  of  the  grave.  She 
thus  expresses  the  mingled  feelings  of  joy  and  sadness  which 
■be  experienced  in  being  again  united  to  her  family  : — 

"June  4,  1804, — Do  I  hold  again  my  dear  ones  in  mj 
boeom? — has  God  restored  all  my  treasure,  even  the  little  soul 
■  have  BO  long  contemplated  an  angel  in  heaven  ?     Nature 
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viBitcd  oLd  exalted  <mr  nature  to  a  union  with  the  Pii-inity, 
will  these  heneficeut  beings  bo  less  associated  or  delif,'ht«d 
to  dwell  with  the  snul  thnt  is  panting  for  heavenly  jojs  and 
longJTig  to  join  in  their  eternal  alleluiais  7  Oh,  no  I  I  will 
imagine  them  always  surrounding  me,  and  in  every  moment 
will' sing  with  them,  'Holy,  holy,  holy.  Lord  God  of  hosts! 
heaven  and  earth  are  full  of  thy  glory.' " 

On  the  18th  of  the  following  month,  death  deprived  Mrs. 
Seton  of  this  cherished  friend.  Speaking  of  the  event,  she 
says: — "  This  is  my  Rebecca's  birthday  in  heaven.  No  more 
watching  now,  my  darling  aialEr — no  more  agonizing  suffer- 
ings. The  hourly  prayers,  interrupted  by  pains  and  tears, 
are  now  exchanged  for  the  eternal  allcluiab.  The  blessed 
angels,  who  have  ao  often  witnessed  our  feeble  efforts,  now 
teach  your  soul  the  songs  of  Sion.  Dear,  dear  soul,  we  shall 
no  mute  watch  the  setting  aan  on  our  knees,  and  sigh  our 
Boul  to  the  Sun  of  Kighteousness,  for  he  haa  received  you 
to  his  everlasting  light;  no  more  sing  praises  gazing  on  the 
moon,  for  you  have  wakened  to  eternal  day ;  that  dear  voice, 
that  soothed  the  widow's  heart,  admonished  the  futgetful 
BOul,  inspired  the  love  of  God,  and  only  uttered  sounds  of 
love  and  peace  to  all,  shall  now  he  heard  do  more  among 
us;  but  the  reward  of  those  who  lead  others  to  righteouanesa 
now  crowns  his  proniiso  who  has  said,  *  They  shall  shine  as 
tie  stars  forever.'" 

Indoctrinated  aa  Mrs.  Seton  was  in  the  principles  of  the 
Catholic  faith,  she  could  not  witness  the  death  of  one  even  so 
beloved  and  so  remarkable  for  her  religious  spirit  as  her  sis- 
ter-in-law, without  being  struck  with  the  contrjst  between 
the  empty  resources  of  Protestantism,  and  the  superior  ad- 
»antflges  of  Catholicity,  in  soothing  the  last  and  most  trying 
hour  of  eJtisteuce.    In  a  letter  to  a  friend  at  Leghorn,*  after 


entlciuu 


iDinpiuilgd 


'^IG 


tliuiL^luiMMif   \|l-s|!,.l„.,r 
II  thill,  wllirll  -M   bl-1 

ill  of  unr  Ci«i.  I  \r\U  tril  V 

lolillrMV,  [IklI  lIlO   HIH.Vl'^^ 

^iflVTiHt  Sl-,U.'S  1  pi.S.'L'd  ihi-nu- 

being  efiiM 

IJIDg  CH!^ 

slrengtlici 
where  the  one  you  i?:l11  iIr- 


"Not  t.>sti. 
f^i  being  e 


|[1Jb  :  - 


a  the  woakiK 


th<^ 


:IT-n 


ol  ].!■ 

ttif  infant's  bo| 

iiKV  into  life. 


EfbfCt-a,  ln.W  ILlilDJ  I,H,ks  of  Silo.lt  .lifitrL'Ni 

abiiut  tiLis   hist'  paasipTJ — -tliis   t'xeiiaiigi 

nily:     Tli  Ijf  suro.  Iiei-  uui;umui.iti  picly 

KWtLt  (^oulitli'UOL'  ill  (jod,  :irii  my  full  cun; 

to  say,  that  u  ili'iYM-iiw^  soul  hiia  so  man 

tious,  tbiit,  for  uiy  p!irt,  I  <xu  ibrouph  a 

to  be  desL-L-ibeJ,  evoii  wliilo  to  koop  up  tbi 

I  appear  lo  tbeiu  luoat  fhnorful,    Ob  my '. 

cbuly  words;  tbcy  WiTe  boro  bL-fuii;  I  kiji.u  it,     Youi 

iiiino  will  como  too— if  wc  ul-o  Ivit  ruiidy  '.     The  oh, 

asloi'p — tbU  my  lime  of  iiuiiy  tbouglib.''  M^B 

Tlioii:-'h  Hie  loss  of  ri'kitivi's  .nnd  fri^iuls.'^DF-i 

. .— ^;be  stroMi^gi^'ies  uf  a'^'^im;  was  a  -i  TI^BE 

^fl™H  heart  olBflfl^liieUm,  eUflVto  paasi  through 

more  pa  nature  limo  hu-U  now  an 

lonf  Lfficult  ^  between  the  ^iriT 

the     ^'-jud  and ^^^^fl[ii rations  of  divm.  i 

Other.      ■  **^  I 


i 


r 


HkB.   ■.   A.  SETOir.  lOT 

Bishop  uf  Baltimore,  whose  acquaintance  he  hnd  formed  In 
Ainerics,  hoping  that,  b;  the  advice  and  iustructioii  of  thai 
distiDguiahed  prelate,  the  religious  impreasions  she  had  ro- 
ceived  in  Italy  would  be  brought  to  a  happy  mnturity.  Ha 
thus  speaks  of  Mra.  Setou  ; — "  Having  remarked  that  sh* 
added  to  all  her  other  good  r[ualitle8  a  very  pious  and  reli- 
gious diapositiou,  id  h  degree  far  auperior  to  what  I  ever  had 
observed  in  people  of  her  persuasion, — having  considered  the 
exactness  with  which  she  fulfilled  the  duties  of  wife  and 
mother, — and  having  been  led  to  presume  in  her  character  an 
uneouunon  docility, — I  waa  struck  with  the  idea  that  Provi- 
dence had  arranged  the  plan  of  her  voyage  to  Italy  for  the 
particular  purpose  of  giving  her  an  opportunity  of  ri.i.t[fyin„ 
the  prejudices  entertained  aguust  our  religion  of  CDli_,ht4^u 
ing  her  mind,  and  of  granting  her  the  ble'tsing  of  discover 
ing  the  true  Church  and  being  made  a  member  of  it 
While  I  indulged  this  hope  and  considered  in  discreet  silence 
all  these  things,  she  diaoovered  to  me  that  I  was  not  de 
eeiyed."  After  stating  that  she  requested  hini  to  give  her 
every  information  on  the  subject,  he  adds :— "  I  seconded  her 
views  with  pleasure  and  awe— with  pleasure  for  the  good  I 
hoped  from  it,  and  awe  for  my  unworthiness  in  executing 
each  an  office  j  for  want  of  ability  and  learning  I  was 
^he  consideration  that  Providence  often 
that  its  own  power  and  glory 
I  gave  her  all  the  information  I  could; 
my  words  seemed  to  conquer  her  natural  prejudices  and 
enlighten  her  understanding.  To  supply  the  defects  of 
my  knowledge,  I  procured  for  her  the  beat  books  I  coul  1 
find,  and  particularly  Bossuet's  Exposition  of  the  Catholic 
Doctrine.  I  recommended  her  to  pray  and  to  consult  those 
who  had  a  mission  to  instruct.  I  promised  her  to  solicit 
your  charity  for  affording  her  the  instructions  I  was  nut  ablb 
to  give,  for  regulating  her  conduct  and  conciliating  with  her 
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duty  rus  a  Christian  that  regard  which  the  particular  circmn 
Btancca  of  her  situatioa  may  require.  All  this  I  solicil 
from  your  goodness  in  her  favor,  and  for  the  honor  of  Him 
who  has  called  you  to  feed  pa,rt  of  hia  sheep." 

Uad  Mrs.  Seton  consulted  without  delay  the  distinguiatied 
prelate  who  then  presided  over  the  Catholic  Church  in  tho 
United  States,  she  wuold  prohahly  have  heen  spared  much 
of  the  doubt  and  perplexity  which  soon  took  possession  of 
her  mind.  But,  unfortunately,  she  had  been  advised  by  Mr 
Filicehi  to  inform  her  Protestant  pastor  and  friends  of  her 
objection  tn  their  communion;  and  her  observance  of  this 
advice,  although  prompted  by  the  best  motives,  necessarily 
excited  against  her  better  views  of  religion  a  storm  of  oppo- 
sition calculated  to  shake  her  firmness,  if  not  altogether  to 
withdraw  her  from  the  path  on  which  she  had  entered.  She 
had  been  justly  led,  by  the  instructions  of  Mr.  Filicehi  and 
the  books  wliich  she  had  perused,  to  consider  the  Protestant 
religion  as  tlie  offspring  of  human  passion,  and  possessing  no 
power  or  ministry  from  Christ.  It  had  been  the  aim  of  her 
friends  in  Italy  to  impress  chiefly  on  her  mind  that  funda- 
uiental  article  of  Christianity,  that  the  Church  alone  is  the 
depositary  of  revealed  truth,  and  commissioned  by  her  Divine 
Founder  to  guide  man  in  the  way  of  aaJvation.  In  the  manu- 
Mcript  which  Mr.  Filicehi  placed  in  her  bands,  as  we  have 
already  stated,  he  dwells  principally  on  this  important  point. 
After  stating  the  doctrine  of  tho  Church,  as  contained  in  the 
creed  of  Pope  Pius  IV.,  he  observes; — "  The  above  profession 
contains  all  our  belief.  I  do  not  decline  making  appropriate 
observations  upon  its  various  parts,  though,  if  one  point  were 
well  understood,  the  discussion  of  all  the  others  would  be 
unnecessary; — I  mean  the  authority  of  the  Church  to  inter- 
pret the  sense  of  the  Scriptures.  I  shall  therefore  begin  with 
this;  and,  after  some  brief  remarks  on  the  remaining  points, 
will  refer  you  for  a  better  explanation  of  tliem  to  the  booki 
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I  have  gii  eo  jou.  Truth  does  not  fear  dbcussioa ;  but  trnlli 
la-n  only  be  made  manifeBt  by  the  grace  of  God,  which  is  only 
granted  to  the  humble  of  hoart,  tu  those  who  seek  it  sin- 
cerely, who  do  not  depend  on  their  own  light  and  knowledge 
for  the  finding  of  it,  who  pray  to  obtain  it,  and  who  do  not 
seek  it  through  a  vain  uurioaity,  Uerud  was  curious  to  see 
a  miracle  wrought  by  Jesus  Christ;  but  hia  curiosity  was 
not  gratified.*  'Ask,  and  it  shall  be  giveu  unto  you/  says 
our  Lord-j*  '  Wo  untu  them  that  are  wise  in  their  own  eyua, 
and  prudeut  in  their  own  sight!'  eiclainia  Isuiaa. |;  After 
tllis  short  exhortation  respecting  the  means  you  must  adopt 
to  be  made  worthy  of  knowing  the  truth  and  thu  daugura 
you  arc  to  avoid  in  the  search  of  it,  I  come  to  the  point  iu 
qucedon."  After  remarking  that  Protestants  and  Catbulica 
both  agree  in  asserting  tbc  obligation  of  believing  whatever  is 
contained  in  tbc  Uld  and  New  Testament,  be  continues  his 
argument  in  this  form.  "  If  we  are  bound  to  believe,  we 
luuBt  know  what  is  entitled  tu  our  belief  Who  will  teach 
OB  this  science  ?  The  Bible,  without  an  authorized  inter- 
preter, cannot  do  it,  since  they  who  appeal  only  to  this 
Bouree  are  divided  into  a  thousand  jirriug  sects  Tbe  Bible 
muHt  be  leptimately  espounJed.  Hence,  our  Saviour  not 
only  imposed  the  obligation  of  believing,  but  established  a 
ChoTch,  for  the  purpose  of  guarding  and  transmitting  liia 
holy  faith.  Protestants  themselves  admit  this  But  where 
ia  that  Church  that  Christ  estabhsbed,  as  the  pillar  and 
ground  of  truth  ?  It  is  not  the  Protestant  Epiatopal  Church, 
for  this  dates  its  commencement  only  from  the  sistecnth  cen- 
tury, whereas  the  Church  of  Christ  is  coeval  with  the  apos- 
Uilic  age.  It  is  indeed  pretended  that  the  reformers  merely 
rejeotfid  the  errors  that  had  heou  introduced  into  the  Church; 
but,  in  this  case,  it  is  plain  that  cither  St.  I'aul  and  Cbridt 
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himaelf  were  deceived  when  they  pronounced  the  Ohurch 
to  be  the  pillar  of  truth  and  unwavering  in  its  faith  to  the 
end  of  time,  or  the  Protestant  Episcopal  Bcct  is  in  error." 
This  reasoning,  which  leads  to  the  conclusion  that  the  Ca- 
tholic Church  is  the  authority  established  by  Christ,  as  the 
herald  of  liia  doctrine,  is  lucidly  developed,  and  followed  b; 
a  brief  vindication  of  the  several  points  contained  in  the 
creed  of  Pius  IV. 

Mrs.  Seton  having  hecn  led  to  abandon  her  early  vicwH 
of  religion  by  her  conviction  of  the  unfounded  pretenBiona 
of  the  Protestant  Episcopal  Church,  ail  the  efforts  of  her 
friends  at  home  were  directed  to  the  removal  of  this  im- 
pression, and  every  possible  influence  was  exerted  to  effect 
a  change  in  her  sentiments.  The  llev.  Mr.  Hubart,  already 
mentioned,  was  the  most  active  in  endeavoring  to  move  her 
from  the  position  she  had  taken ;  and,  if  we  consider  tho 
talents  and  address  which  he  had  at  hia  command,  she  could 
Dot  have  met  with  a  more  formidable  opponent.  He  was  a 
man  of  amiable  character  and  practical  ability,  active  and 
unwearied  in  the  dutica  of  his  profession,  and  enjoyed  a 
high  reputation  as  a  preacher.  "He  had  all  the  mental  and 
moral  qualities  which  make  men  leaders  of  their  fellowa. 
Undaunted,  ready,  and  sagacious,  ho  never  abandoned  a 
principle,  deserted  a  friend,  or  quailed  before  an  enemy. 
'  The  Church  needs  no  abler  representative,'  remarked  a 
lawyer,  v/ho  had  heard  him  in  debate;  'he  has  all  the 
talents  of  a  leader;  he  is  the  most  parliamentary  speaker  I 
ever  met  with  ;  he  is  equally  prompt,  logical,  and  practical, 
I  never  saw  that  man  thrown  off  his  centre.'"*  From  these 
qualities  of  Mr.  Hobart  we  may  infer  that  all  the  resourcn' 
that  Pro  testa  utia  in  could  command,  were  brought  to  bear 
Against  Mrs.  Seton's  preferences  for  Catholicity.     Add  to 
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thiB,  tbat  the  most  iDtimate  frieadship,  as  wc  hnve  seen, 
had  existed  between  her  and  the  popular,  taleoted  Qiiuister 
of  Trinity  Church.  In  order  to  wean  her  from  her  newly- 
acquired  sentimenta  on  religion,  he  undertook  to  refute  the 
doctrinal  treatise  of  Mr.  Filicchi ;  and  in  a  long  tetter  which 
he  addressed  to  her,  he  made  an  elaborate  attempt  to  vindi- 
cate the  claims  of  the  Protestant  Episcopal  Church,  and  lo 
prove  that  the  Catholic  Church  had  fallen  into  error,  and 
was  unworthy  of  obedience.'" 

In  the  eonfliet  of  mind  which  this  discussion  produced, 
she  at  first  determined,  in  accordance  with  (he  advice  of 
Mr.  Filicchi,  to  apply  for  instruction  to  Bishop  Carroll  [ 
and  with  this  view  she  penned  the  following  commuoica 
tion,  which  forma  a  succinct  history  of  the  matter  op  to 
that  period : — 


"Rev.  Sir:— 

"The  enclosed  letter  from  Mr.  Filicchi  will  acquaint  you 
with  the  motive  which  leads  me  to  take  the  liberty  of  ad- 
dressing you.  He  has  indeed  most  kindly  befriended  me, 
in  endeavoring  to  enlighten  and  instruct  my  mind.  The 
first  impression  I  received  from  him,  that  I  was  in  error  and 
in  B  church  founded  on  error,  startled  my  soul,  and  decided 
me  to  make  every  inquiry  on  the  subject.  The  books  ho 
pat  into  my  hands  gave  me  an  entire  conviction  that  the 
Protestant  BpisROpal  Church  was  founded  only  on  the  prin- 
ciples and  passions  of  Luther,  and  consequently  that  it  was 
separated  from  the  church  founded  by  our  Lord  and  his 
apostles,  and  its  ministers  without  a  regular  succession' 
from  them.  Shocked  at  the  idea  of  being  bo  far  from  the 
truth,  a  determination  of  quitting  their  communion  and 
nniting  myself  with  yours  became  the  earnest  desire  of  my 
■oul,  which,  accustomed  to  rely  supremely  on  divine  grace, 
wae  eaaily  satisfied  on  those  points  of  difference  and  peou- 
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liaritj  id  your  Church,  when  it  was  once  persuaded  that  it 
was  the  true  one.     Under  these  i  uprcssioiis  it  remained 
until  my  arrival  in  New  York.    It  ^as  my  friend  Filicchi'a 
wish,  and  a  respect  due  to  those  pastors  and  friends  from 
whom  I  had  received  my  first  principles  and  affe  tions,  to 
state  my  objections  to  their  communion ;  but  I  assure  you 
that  in  the  belief  of  those  first  objects  I  mentioned,  (that 
they  proceeded  from  Luther,  and  were  without  a  regular 
succession  from  Christ  and  his  apostles,)  I  felt  my  soul  so 
determined  that  it  appeared  a  wicked  insincerity  to  give 
them  any  hope  of  changing  me ;  when  to  my  great  astonish- 
ment they  give  me  the  most  positive  testimony  that  I  have 
been  deceived  in  those  points.     You  will  naturally  observe 
to  me,  that  I  must  have  expected  an  opposition  where  par- 
tics  arc  opposed.    Certainly ;  and  had  the  opposition  rested 
on  transubstantiation  or  any  point  of  faith,  be  assured  that 
my  faith  would  not  have  stopped  at  any  point  that  your 
Church  has  yet  proposed  to  me.     But  in  the  decided  testi- 
monies that  are  given  me  by  the  clergy  of  the  Protestant 
Episcopal  Church,  that  they  are  a  true  church,  I  acknow- 
ledge that  the  foundation  of  my  Catholic  principles  is  de* 
stroyed,  and  I  cannot  see  the  necessity  for  my  making  a 
change.     It  is  necessary  to  inform  you  that  I  have  felt  my 
situation  in  the  most  awful  manner,  and,  as  the  mother  and 
sole  parent  of  five  children,  have  certainly  pleaded  with  God 
earnestly,  and,  I  may  strictly  say,  incessantly,  as  it  has  been 
the  only  and  supreme  desire  of  my  soul  to  know  the  truth. 
I  know  that  I  have,  besides  the  errors  of  a  corrapt  nature, 
added  many  sins  to  the  account  he  has  with  me :  indeed, 
often,  in  the  struggles  of  my  soul,  I  should  have  thought 
myself  deservedly  forsaken  by  him,  had  I  dared  to  impeach 
his  mercy  to  one  who  desires  above  all  things  to  please  him 
and  has  the  greatest  sorrow  for  having  offended  him.     In- 
deed, all  other  sorrow  is  joy  to  me,  and  in  the  many  severe 
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ttials  lie  I  as  been  picascil  to  send  me,  1  hdve  fenrcd  iiuLhing 
but  tlio  evil  of  lusiog  his  favor.  With  the  siiicoritj  willi 
which  1  ky  luy  heart  before  bim,.  I  mnst  declare  U>  jon 
that  I  feel  mj  miod  decided  in  its  original  Bontimcnls  re- 
tpectiog  Diy  religion.  Mr.  Filicchi,  wlio  has  accoiiipnnint) 
ine  to  America,  has  requested  me  to  make  this  Htiit«iiieiit  lo 
yoa;  and  I  have  promiBed  him  to  defer  every  further  stop 
until  you  will  favor  me  with  an  answer,  and  muat  entreat 
yoo  to  oonBidor  that  my  present  diTidud  Bituiitioii  finiu 
every  communion  ia  almost  more  than  I  can  boar,  and  tliul 
it  Vtlt  be  an  a.ct  of  the  greatest  charity  U]  forward  your  buu- 
limenta  as  soon  tie  your  leisure  will  permit," 


At  the  time  that  Mrs.  Scion  prepared  this  c 
tion  to  Biahop  Carroll,  Mr.  Anthony  Filicchi  also  wrote  to 
the  bishop,  enclosing  a  letter  of  introduetiou  from  hia 
brother,  both  with  a  view  to  make  himself  known  to  him, 
and  to  solicit  his  co-epcratioii  in  the  difficulties  which  im- 
peded Mrs.  Setoa'a  progress  in  the  way  of  truth.  He  says  : — 
"  Your  good  advice  in  bo  important  a  matter  is  nnsiouBly 
expected,  and  I  doubt  not  of  your  earnest  attention  to  it, 
and  of  an  invincible  direct  reply  t«  the  differeut  statemenla 
and  observations  contained  ia  the  papers  of  one  of  these 
Protestant  ministers  (Mr.  Hobart)  against  those  delivered 
by  my  brother  to  Mrs.  Seton,  which  both  I  think  proper  to 
convey  to  yon  in  their  original,  to  bo  returned  after  perusal. 
By  the  advice  of  Rev.  Mr.  O'Brien,*  I  have  meanwhile 
put  into  the  hands  of  Mrs,  Seton  the  book,  '  England's  Con- 
version  and  Reformation,'  composed  and  printed  in  Dublin, 
which  she  will  cert^nly  read  with  the  requisite  attention, — 
her  only  wish,  her  only  intent,  being  to  knuw  and  act  right 
for  herself  and  for  her  children,  independent  of  whatever 
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the  Btocerity  of  your  heart  in  the  couree  you  are  about  to 
folloiT  ID  rcgurd  to  your  religioa;  but  it  will  alwiiys,  at  the 
ranie  time,  ataod  clear  above  my  eyes  as  a  fad,  that  your 
mind  is  over-iuSuenced  by  an  unaccountable  awe  toward  the 
friends  of  your  old  commuuicn.  Only  intent  to  kaow  the 
truth,  you  were  ready  to  writ«,  you  had  written  youraelf  to 
Bishop  Carroll,  as  the  proper  person  to  enlightt'U  your  mind, 
mnd  you  saw  the  propriety  of  conveying  to  him  the  originik 
mauuscript  ttiat  had  operated  the  change  of  your  mind;  but 
your  old  friends  (they  are  surely  not  the  beat  for  it)  come 
forward,  do  not  think  proper,  do  not  chooee  to  enter  in  any 
dispute,  do  not  wiijh  that  your  mind  should  be  exposed  to 
any  more  light,  and  immediately  you  are  prevailed  upon  to 
give  up  your  soul,  your  wishes,  to  their  solicitations.  Your 
new,  neglected  friends,  you  know,  have  followed  the  very 
opposite  syatemj  as  it  becomes  the  followers  of  truth.  They 
hare  not  urged,  they  have  not  limited  you  in  any  way,  in  any 
thing;  and  yet,  if  it  was  true — what  your  old  protended 
friends  tried  to  insinuate  lo  you — that  our  Church  forbids  in- 
vestigation and  eomniauda  an  UDreasonable  faith,  they  could 
have  been  easily  excused  if  they  hud  acted  difTcrcntly;  but 
that  your  prieats,  who  call  loudly  for  investigation, — who  do 
not  acknowledge  any  authority  above  the  private  reason  of 
any  human  being, — should  persuade  you,  aa  a  sacred  duty, 
to  decline  examination,  is  certainly  above  my  comprehension. 
But  she  has,  your  pretended  friends  say,  given  up  her  mind; 
she  is  easy  about  what  she  was  in  doubt  of  before;  that  is 
enough  for  her  conscience.  I  wish  it  could  be  so,  for  (he 
Bake  of  your  soul,  my  dear  sister:  I  share  most  cordially  the 
itrugglea  of  your  situation ;  but  certainly  it  cannot  be  so  for 
the  conscienee  of  your  advisers.  Your  distracted  mind  an<l 
bleeding  heart  were  equally  made  easy  at  Leghorn  in  a  quite 
different  way.  Your  own  experience  does  not  point  you  (to) 
the  probable  false  security  in  which  they  would  insist  that 
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Wbethcr  it  was  this  appeal  to  Mrs.  Setou's  better  judg- 
ment, or  a  reply  fram  the  Uev.  Mr.  O'Briea  to  the  inaou- 
Bcript  of  Mr.  Uobart,  that  produced  a  mure  fuvorjhli!  iiu. 
prCBsion  on  her  mind,  we  arc  unabb  to  suj;  perhaps  bulrli 
eontribnted  to  fortify  her  against  the  conclusive  step  whici'. 
was  Biiggestpd  by  her  Proteataot  friends.  CerUiu  it  is  that 
»he  did  not  return  professedly  to  her  former  conimuiiioa 
with  the  Protestant  Kpiacopal  Church,  She  coutinued  to 
iDvestigate  the  subject  and  to  pray  for  increased  light  and 
grace  from  beaveu.  In  the  mean  time,  Mr.  Viliuchi  awaited 
with  anxious  interest  the  reply  of  Bishop  Carroll;  but, 
Heveral  weeks  having  passed  away  without  any  intelligence 
from  Baltimore,  he  addressed  the  bishop  a  second  letter,  in 
which  ha  urged  him  to  comply  with  the  request  already 
made  to  aasist  Mrs.  Setoa  with  hia  advice,  representing  to 
him  that  this  rcquost  regarded  an  affair  of  do  smaller  mo- 
ment than  the  eternal  salvatioo  of  a  parent  and  her  five 
children.  At  length,  on  the  22nd  of  August,  Bishop  Car- 
roll's answer  reached  Mr,  Filicchi  at  New  York,  who  im- 
mediately oommunieated  it  to  Mrs,  Seton.  Ue  thus  in- 
forms Dr.  Carroll  of  the  circumstance,  in  a  letter  dat«d 
Boston,  4th  of  October,  1804 : — 

«Sm:— 

"Jnst  the  day  before  my  long-delayed  departure  fium 
New  York,  I  was  made  happy  with  the  honor  of  your  kind 
letter  of  the  20th  of  August,  and  I  went  iiumcdiatoly  out  of 
town  to  communicate  and  leave  it  for  perusal  to  the  worthy 
lady  who  Btill  labors  under  doabta  and  anxieties  in  her  most 
■iucere  wish  for  truth.  Behold  how  she  expresses  herself  in 
her  firat  letter  to  me,  doted  the  30th  of  August; — 'This  day 
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not  justir^  a  separation  from  ite  communion.  But  ntill  the 
hideous  objects  will  present  themselves  which  disturb  my 
0OI1I  and  unsettle  my  faith;  and,  though  God  is  so  ji^racious 
as  to  give  me  the  fullest  assurance  that  through  the  name 
of  Jesus  my  prayers  shall  finally  be  answered,  yet  there 
seems  n  jW  a  cloud  before  my  way  that  keeps  rae  always  ask- 
ing him  which  is  the  right  path.  Indeed,  my  brother,  when 
the  rcmembranue  of  mj  sins  and  uuholiness  before  God 
strikes  my  memory  with  their  fullest  convictions,  I  only  won- 
der how  I  can  expect  from  him  so  great  it  fa^vor  as  the  light 
of  his  truth,  until  the  sorrow  and  penanue  of  my  remaiuing 
life  shall  invite  his  pitying  mercy  to  grant  it.  Remember 
to  pray  for  me.  Sepl.  8. — This  is  the  Nativity  of  the 
Blessed  Virgin,  and  1  have  tried  to  sanctify  it,  begging  God 
to  look  on  my  soul  and  see  how  gladly  I  would  kiss  her  feet 
because  she  was  his  mother,  and  joyfully  show  every  ejtpros 
sioD  of  reverence  that  even  my  Antonio  would  desire,  if  ] 
could  do  it  with  freedom  of  soul  which  followed  from  know- 
ledge of  his  will.  Mr.  Hobart  was  here  for  the  first  timi; 
yesterday,  since  your  absence,  and  was  so  entirely  out  of  aFi 
patience  that  it  was  in  vain  to  show  the  letter.  He  says, 
"TheChuroh  is  corrupt;  we  have  returned  to  the  primitivxi 
doctrine,  and  what  more  would  you  have  when  you  act  ac- 
Gording  to  your  best  judgment?"  I  tell  hiei,  that  would  be 
enough  for  this  world,  but  I  fear  for  the  next  to  meet  an 
other  question.  His  visit  was  short,  and  painful  on  boti 
iidea.  God  direct  me,  for  I  see  it  is  in  vain  to  look  for  help 
from  any  one  but  him.  Sfpt.  12. — Three  of  my  children 
have  the  whooping-cough,  and,  as  I  watch  them  the  greater 
part  of  the  night,  niy  prayers  are  often  repeated.  But  oh, 
Antonio,  when  will  my  poor  soul  be  worthy  to  be  heard,  and 
make  its  direct  applications  with  that  liberty  of  spirit  which 
the  light  of  truth  alone  can  give  to  it?  I  repeat  to  yon, 
pray  for  me.     It  will  benefit  us  both;  and,  when  you  wish 
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n  l^gliorn  or  Paris.  Mr.  lliibnrt,  am]  nil 
the  other  misCen,  have  left  nie  to  my  eonteriiplHtiiins,  of 
rather  to  my 'beBtjudgmeot,'  I  suppose, — but,  I  rather  hope, 
— to  God.  So  much  for  esterior,  to  which  I  only  add,  I  am 
very  well,  though  quite  oppressed  with  fatigue  occasioned  by 
my  poor  little  children's  whooping-cough.  In  order  to  dis- 
«lose  to  you  the  interior,  I  must  speak  to  you  as  to  God. 
To  him  Isay,  'When  shall  my  darkness  be  made  light?'  for 
really  it  would  seem  that  the  evil  spirit  has  taken  his  place 
BO  near  my  soul  that  nothing  good  can  enter  in  it  without 
being  mixed  with  his  suggestions.  In  the  life  of  St.  Au- 
gustine I  read  that  'where  he  is  most  active,  and  obstacles 
seem  greatest  in  the  divine  service,  there  we  have  reason  to 
conclude  that  success  will  be  most  glorious.'  The  hope  of 
this  glorious  success  ia  all  my  comfort;  fur  indeed  my  spirit 
is  sometimes  so  severely  tried  it  is  ready  to  sink.  This 
morning  I  fell  on  my  face  before  God,  (remember,  I  tell  you 
all,)  and  appealed  to  him  as  my  righteous  Judge,  if  hardness 
of  heart  or  unwilllngneaa  to  be  taught,  or  any  human  reasons, 
Btood  between  me  and  the  truth, — -if  I  would  not  rejoice  to 
cast  my  sorrows  on  the  bosom  of  the  Blessed  Mary,  to  en- 
treat the  influence  of  all  hJH  blessed  saints  and  angels,  to 
pray  for  precious  souls  even  more  than  for  myself,  and  ac- 
count myself  happy  in  dying  for  hia  sacred  truth,  if  once 
my  soul  could  know  it  was  pleasing  to  him.  I  remembered 
how  much  these  exercises  had  comforted  aod  delighted  me 
at  Leghorn,  and  recalled  all  the  reasons  which  had  there 
fODvinced  me  of  their  truth,  and  immediately  a  cloud  of 
doubts  and  replies  raised  a  contest  in  this  poor  soul,  and  I 
tould  only  again  cry  out  for  mercy  to  a  sinner,  and  implore 
fits  pity  who  is  the  source  of  life,  light,  and  truth,  to  en- 
lighten my  eyes  that  I  sleep  not  in  death^that  death  of  sin 
■nd  error  which  with  every  power  of  my  soul  I  endeavor 
to  escape. 
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"Aner  reading  the  life  of  St.  Maty  Mn^dulen,  1  thought, 
('onie,  my  soul,  let  us  turo  from  all  these  suggestions  of  ona 
aide  or  the  other,  and  quietly  resolve  to  go  to  that  chureh 
whii;h  has  at  least  the  multitude  of  the  wii^e  and  good  on  ita 
aide;  and  began  to  consider  the  hmt  steps  I  must  take.  The 
first  step — 18  it  not  to  declare  I  believe  all  that  is  taught  bj 
the  Council  of  Treut?  aud  if  I  said  that,  would  not  th« 
Searcher  of  Hearts  know  my  falsehood  and  insincerity? 
Could  you  Bay  that  you  would  be  satisfied  with  his  bread, 
and  believe  the  cup,  which  he  equally  commanded,  unneces- 
sary? Could  you  believe  that  the  prayers  and  litanies  ad- 
dresaed  to  our  Blessed  Lady  are  acceptable  to  God,  though 
not  commanded  in  Scripture,  &o.  &c, '!  liy  all  which  1  find, 
and  you,  my  Antonio,  will  be  out  of  patience  to  find,  that 
the  tradition  of  the  Church  has  not  the  true  weight  of  autho- 
rity in  my  mind.  Do  not  be  angry.  Pity  me.  Remember 
the  mixtures  of  truth  aud  error  which  have  been  pressed 
upon  my  aoul,  and  rather  pray  fur  me,  than  reproach  me; 
for  indeed  I  make  every  endeavor  to  think  aa  you  wish  me, 
and  it  is  only  the  most  obstinate  resistance  of  my  mind  that 
prevents  my  immediately  doing  also  as  you  wish  mo;  and  all 
I  can  do  is  t«  renew  my  promise  that  1  will  pray  iuceasautly, 
and  strive  to  wash  out  with  tears  and  penance  the  sins  which, 
I  fear,  oppose  my  way  to  God.     Again  I  repeat,  pray  for 

On  the  27th  of  September  Mrs.  Seton  again  wrot«  to 
Mr.  Fitiochi,  aa  follows: — 

"  It  ia  necessary  to  lay  the  restraint  of  discretion  on  my 
pen,  while  I  thank  you  for  your  letter  of  the  20th,  wliich, 
though  but  two  hours  ago  received,  has  been  already  read 
over  many  times.  The  pen  is  restrained,  but  the  heart, 
which  is  before  God,  blesses  aud  adores  him  in  uubcuodcd 
thanksgiving  for  such  a  friend.  Yoi 
only  cao  reword.     To  answer  you  fully  now  would  not  b« 
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proper  in  any  way,  especially  aa  jou  see  mj  poor  soul  ia  still 
more  unsettled  auil  perplexed  fraii.  day  to  day,  not  from  aoj 
f&ilure  iu  its  pniyers  or  entreaties  to  Qod,  which  are  rather 
redoubled  thsD  Degtected,  but,  like  a  bird  etruj^ling  in  »  net, 
it  caniiot  escape  its  fears  and  treiubliugs. 

"Thia  afternoon,  after  dismisaing  the  children  lo  play, 
1  went  to  my  knees  in  my  little  oloMt,  to  consider  what  1 
Bhoald  do  and  how  my  aaered  duty  wonid  direct.  Should  I 
aigain  read  thope  books  I  first  received  from  Mr.  Hobart? 
My  heart  rcTolted,  for  I  know  therenreallthei/aciorciiso- 
lioiis,  and  tbe  snm  of  them  too  senaibly  tormenta  my  soul. 
Should  I  again  go  over  those  of  tbe  Catholic  doctrine,  though 
every  page  I  read  is  familiar  to  me,  and  my  memory  re- 
presents in  rotation  tbe  different  insti-uctiona  and  replies? 
Since  your  absence  I  have  read  the  book  your  brother  first 
gave  me,  and  the  one  you  alao  gave,  with  the  most  careful 
attention, — not  only  with  attention,  but  always  with  prayer, 
— and  now  must  look  up  to  that  as  ray  only  refuge,  prayer 
at  all  times,  in  all  places.  Really,  Antonio,  my  most  dear 
brother,  to  whom  I  can  speak  every  secret  of  my  soul,  I  have 
prayed,  and  do  pray  so  much,  that  it  seems  every  thought  is 
prayer;  and  when  I  awake  from  my  short  aleepa  my  mind 
seema  to  have  been  praying,  and  the  poor  eyes  aro  really 
almost  blind  with  incessant  tears, — for  can  I  pray  for  such 
a  favor  without  a  beating  heart  and  torrents  of  t«ar8?  My 
children  say,  '  Poor  mamma,'  continually,  and  really  are 
better  than  they  were,  that  they  may  not  add  to  my  sorrow. 
Yet  sweet  are  these  tears,  and  sweet  are  the  sorrows;  great 
ia  my  comfort,  that,  though  the  almighty  Source  of  Light 
does  not  visit  me  with  his  blessed  light,  yet  ho  does  not 
leave  me  contented  and  insensible  in  my  darkness. 

"&pi.  29. — This  day  has  been  a  feast-day  to  the  ehildren 
md  a  holiday  from  school,  that  I  might  give  tbe  greatest 
portion  of  the  hours  to  Qod.    Yon  would  have  been  pleased 
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"  I  am  BHhamed  of  luy  own  letters — they  arc  all  cgutiam 
bat  my  soul  is  su  entirely  eDijTOSscd  by  one  eubject,  that  it 
mnnot  speak  with  freedom  on  any  other.  Day  after  day 
paaaes,  and  I  Bce  no  one ;  indeed,  I  can  say  with  perfect  truth 
at  all  times,  1  prefer  my  solitade  to  the  company  of  any 
huinan  being,  except  that  of  my  most  dear  Antonio.  You 
know  my  heart,  you  know  my  thoughts,  my  pains  and  sor- 
rows, hopes  and  fears.  Jouatban  loved  David  aa  hie  own 
Bonl,  and  if  I  was  your  brother,  Autouio,  I  would  never  leave 
you  for  one  hourj  but  as  it  is,  I  try  rather  to  turn  every  af- 
Tectiou  to  God,  well  knowing  that  there  alone  their  utmost 
exercise  cannot  be  niieapplied  and  moat  ardent  hopes  can 
never  be  disappointed.  The  idea  yon  suggested  lo  me  of 
writing  to  Biebop  Carroll  waa  suggested  by  a  good  or  an 
evil  angel,  immediately  after  your  departure.  The  I'ro- 
testants  say  I  am  in  a  state  of  temptation;  yon  must  natu- 
rally think  the  eame.  The  Almighty  is  my  defence  in  either 
caac,  not  from  any  claim  of  mine,  but  through  the  name  of 
Jeiius  Christ.  Is  it  posaible  I  can  do  wrong  in  writing  Ut 
him,  aanctioncd  by  your  direction?  At  least  I  will  have  a 
letter  prepared  by  the  time  you  come." 

It  is  phiin,  from  the  tenor  of  the  preceding  letters,  that 
Mrs.  Seton's  mind  was  in  a  painful  state  of  uncertainty, 
which  continued  to  disturb  and  agitate  her  soul,  although 
Bhe  poeecsscd  the  most  conclusive  evidences  in  favor  of  the 
Oathohc  religion  J  and  it  seemed  that  Divine  Providence 
permitted  lier  to  be  thus  the  sport  of  conflicting  sentiments, 
in  order  to  render  her  ultimate  triumph  over  error  the  moro 
signal,  and  to  disengage  her  affections  the  more  pcrfeclly 
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from  creatures.  Tip  letter  of  Bishop  Carroll  to  Mr.  Filicolii 
relative  to  her  situation,  was  a  source  of  great  coiufort  tc 
her  under  these  circum stances.  She  was  also  very  ninch 
encouraged  and  supported  ia  her  trials  by  the  advice  aD<i 
ezhortatioDB  which  she  received  from  Ht.  Philip  Filic^hi, 
of  Leghorn,  brother  of  the  gentleman  just  mentioned. 
After  having  been  kindi;  instructed  by  him  in  Italy  on  the 
various  points  of  Catholic  doctrine,  so  far  as  to  be  convinced 
of  their  truth,  she  deemed  it  but  proper  t«  inform  liira  of 
the  subsequent  trouble  which  had  come  over  her  mind  and 
prevented  her  from  declaring  herself  a  member  of  the 
Church.  The  answer  of  her  friend  is  equally  indicative  of 
his  learning,  piety,  and  wisdom ;  and,  while  it  shows  the 
valuable  helps  which  the  Almighty  sent  her  at  this  critical 
period,  may  suggest  to  others  those  prudent  counsels  which 
will  always  be  found  useful  in  a  situation  like  hers  : — 


L 


"  Lesrohh,  cm.  it,  1801. 
"  Dear  Madam  : — 

"  I  received  yesterday  by  the  Mercuri/  yours  of  the  27th 
of  July.  I  assure  you,  my  dear  Mrs.  Seton,  that  in  reading 
it  I  did  not  feel  the  slightest  emotion  of  indignation,  but 
my  heart  was  deeply  affected  by  the  consideration  of  your 
danger.  [  wish  I  had  been  with  you.  My  endeavora 
would  have  been  devoted  entirely  to  calm  jour  anxiety. 
'  Why  art  thou  sorrowful,  my  sou!  ?  Trust  in  God,' — I 
would  have  taught  you  to  repeat,  with  the  royal  prophet. 
You  could  not  fail  to  meet  with  contradictions-  I  expected 
tlieni.  An  imagination  like  yours,  rendered  so  sensible  by 
oonstant  stretch,  if  I  may  use  the  expression,  a  great  pro- 
pensity to  melancholy,  are  natural  aficctions,  which  I  drraded 
might  throw  you  in  trouble.  I  was,  however,  in  hopes  tA 
have  furnished  you  with  a  remedy,  by  giving  you  that  ex- 
cellent treatise  of  the  '  CoDsolatioD  of  a  Christian.'    I  truated 
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jot  woiilcl  ha\e  learned  that,  as  we  cannot  do  b  single  good 
thing,  not  even  forni  a  good  thought,  of  ourselves,  we  must 
throw  ourselves  entirely  oa  the  mercj  of  God;  that  he  haa 
the  power  and  the  will  to  help  us,  that  we  can  do  every  thing 
with  his  succor,  and  that  he  will  not  suffer  us  to  be  tempted 
ahove  our  strength,  as  St.  Paul  assures  us.  I  waa  in  hopes 
that  you  would  have  retained  the  maxim  that  our  Saviour 
wishes  our  satvation  more  than  we  can  wish  it  ourselves. 
Your  anxiety,  therefore,  is  unreasonable,  and  ;our  trouble 
a  temptation.  You  pray  to  your  Father,  to  your  Creator, 
nnd  to  your  Saviour,  and  you  treiuble.  You  do  not  know 
his  goodness.  These  were  not  the  sentimeDts  that  accom- 
panied the  prodigal  child,  nor  Mary  Magdalen.  St.  Paul, 
fallen  from  his  horse  and  called  by  Hiui  whom  he  knew 
not,  did  not  trouble  bimsetf.  He  calmly  said,  '  What  will 
you  have  me  to  do  V  It  ia  outy  in  calm  and  tranquillity 
that  we  may  do  some  good.  It  is  only  our  enemy  who  de- 
lights in  trouble,  as  trouble  is  hia  eleueat.  Ho  knows  that 
he  cannot  catch  fish  in  clear  water.  You  are  perplexed — 
uncertain.  Pray  constantly  and  with  fervor,  but  calmly. 
If  you  trouble  yourself  for  being  troubled,  you  will  never 
find  peace. 

"The  objections  started  by  your  divines  have  consoled 
mo,  because  I  have  not  seen  any  thing  new  in  them ; 
nothing  1  did  not  know  before.  It  is  the  old  cant  masterly 
combatted  in  all  ages.  I  shall  have  no  difficulty  to  encoun- 
ter in  answering  it  to  your  satisfaction.  I  shiill  not  need  t 
study  much.  You  must,  however,  be  sensible  that,  as  I 
answer  your  letter  immediately  after  its  receipt,  I  caouot 
do  it  now.  I  shall  clear  all  your  doubts  by  the  return  of 
the  iUe-curi/. 

"I  shall  only  say  a  few  words  on  the  most  essentia) 
point,  01  the  basia  of  the  edifice.  You  say  that  your  divines 
disclaim    Luther  and    Oalvin   as   their  patriarchs — as  the 
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authors  of  their  UcfonmiliuD,  as  llivy  cnll  it.  Have  the} 
named  you  the  man  'i  But  oaiues  are  nothing  to  our  pur- 
pose. Let  us  uundismn  them  to  ubiiviuu.  They  degerve  it. 
Do  they  deny  that  the  Protestant  Church,  the  Refuruied 
Church,  or  the  Church  of  England,  began  in  the  sixteenth 
ccnturyF  If  they  do,  have  recourse  to  the  history  of  Eng^ 
land.  I  refer  you  to  their  own  writere — to  writers  of  their 
own  profession.  Can  1  be  mure  geucrous  or  liberal  7  The; 
add,  that  their  church  comes  directly  and  na interruptedly 
from  Jesus  Christ  and  the  apostles,  having  had  a  constant 
sncoession  of  priests ;  but  arc  they  able  to  name  you  a  num- 
ber of  them,  a  congregation  of  faithful,  who,  ten  or  twelve 
years  before  the  Reformation,  professed  openly  the  same 
leaote  they  do  now — who,  for  instance,  had  declared  con- 
fession ail  abominable  imposition,  the  invocation  of  sainta 
idolatry,  the  sacrifice  of  the  mass  an  abomination  ?  They 
caunot  All  their  priests  a  few  days  before  had  said  moss, 
had  heard  confesaiona,  had  invoked  the  saints.  If  those 
are  errors,  they  did  not  belong  lu  the  true  Church,  because 
the  Church  of  Christ  could  not  err.  Their  succcssiou, 
therefore,  is  of  no  use  to  their  cause.  Do  not  hastily  trust 
them.  Apply  to  me  with  that  confidence  you  show  for  me, 
for  which  I  thank  yuu.  I  shall  never  betray  it.  Mark  the 
difierenae  between  their  conduct  and  mine,  and  you  will 
judge  who  is  led  by  the  purest  motives.  They  endeavor  to 
frighten  you,  to  force  you  to  a  hasty  declaration ;  they 
threaten  to  make  a  public  business  of  a  private  concern. 
Violence  was  never  the  characteriBtic  of  charity.  Was  this 
my  conduct?  Did  I  ever  propose  you  any  temporal  benefit 
ns  an  allurement  ?  Did  I  take  advantage  of  your  docility 
U>  listen  to  my  instructions,  to  hasten  your  decision  ?  ])i>j 
I  not,  on  the  contrary,  restrain  your  ardor,  that  you  niitrht 
proTO  yourself?  All  this  I  have  done,  and  not  through  a 
Rontiment  of  indifference,  because  I  am  as  zealous  in  the 
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caufic  as  iiiey  may  be;  but  surprise,  threats,  violcoce,  are 
iiiBtnimeDts  I  despise. 

"I  must  warQ  yon  against  an  em»'  I  "ee  you  are  subject 
to.  You  have  suffered  your  poor  brain  to  be  distracted  by 
controversies  on  the  real  presence  and  the  invocation  of 
■ainta.  Do  you  expect  to  understand  oil  the  subaltern 
questions  that  may  arise  ?  If  you  arc  sick,  you  send  fur  a 
doctor.  Do  you  pretend  to  question  him  on  every  point  of  hU 
mectical  science  before  you  submit  yourself  to  bis  prescrip- 
tion; ?  Yoa  are  satisfied  to  know  that  he  is  one  of  the  bust 
doctors  in  the  place.  Our  prudence  in  temporal  concerns 
may  well  be  followed  in  our  spiritual  ones.  The  study  of 
religion  cannot,  ought  not  to  be  complicated.  You  know 
that  Jesus  Christ  has  established  a  Church  that  cannot  err, 
cannot  fail,  and  of  course  cannot  be  subject  to  variation,  nor 
begin  at  a  period  distant  from  tbat  in  which  he  lived  among 
us.  Seek  therefore  this  Church.  If  you  find  it,  submit 
yourself  to  her  decisions  without  further  inquiries.  If  God 
has  a  right  over  our  actions  and  our  desires,  he  must  have 
an  equal  one  over  our  underBtandiag.  Your  submission 
will  be  reconcilable,  even  in  those  points  you  may  not  un- 
dersland,  because  it  is  reasonable  to  trust  in  the  word  of  a 
Church  which  is  the  column  of  firmness  and  truth.  If  we 
were  obliged  to  extend  our  inquiries  fiirther,  few  of  ufl 
would  have  leisure  for  it,  and  none  the  talents. 

"  Pray  be  sincere  in  your  desire  of  knowing  the  truth ;  do 
not  liateu  to  secondary  and  worldly  considerations,  and  you 
will  be  enlightened. 

"  Have  you  ever  made  a  reflection  F  It  may  tend  to  calm 
jxtur  apprchcnHioos,  though  it  is  insufficient  to  make  a  good 
Calhalic.  All  your  divines  admit  that  a  Roman  Catholic 
luay  be  saved.  What  risk  do  you  run,  therefore,  in  the 
.change?  To  put  one's  self  on  the  safer  side  is  certainly 
prudenM.    I  shall  write  to  you  fully  at  leisure.    Do  not  de- 
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ToTii  hr*n  kb  become  weak  and  your  resolutions  fallen  to 
nothitig.  )  nir  nndentanding  ie  doudcd,  and  your  iDt«llccl 
is  full  of  darkness.  Bemcmber  the  answer  thut  Jesus  Clirist 
gave  to  a  man  who  acted  like  you : — '  And  another  said,  I  will 
follow  thee,  Lord;  hut  let  me  first  take  my  leave  of  tbcm 
that  are  at  my  house.  Jesus  said  to  him,  No  man  putting 
his  hand  to  the  plough  and  looking  back  is  fit  for  the  king- 
dom of  (jod.'  (St.  Luke,  at  the  close  of  the  9th  chapter.) 
If  in  tboee  people  who  had  t&ken  care  to  instruct  you  yoa 
had  found  any  symptom  of  intereeted  views,  of  duplicity, 
and  of  a  desire  to  surprise  you,  your  conduct  might  be  jueti- 
fiablej  but  you  never  saw  any  thing  of  it.  You  had  clearly 
seen  the  contradictions  that  rendered  your  former  persuasion 
very  euspicioua,  and  you  had  acknowledged  them,  viz.;  first, 
The  difficulty  that  is  met  with  by  all  those  who  pretend  to 
find  a  succession  in  the  Protestant  Church  from  the  primi- 
tive Church  under  the  apostles.  All  the  Reformers  having 
been  first  Roman  Catholics,  no  Protestant  Church  having 
existed  between  the  fifth  century,  from  which  they  date  our 
oorruption,  and  the  sixteenth,  from  which  their  refona  is 
I  dated  in  all  histories,  they  meet  with  an  interruption  that 
I  baffles  all  their  efforts  to  fill  up.  Secondly,  Their  refusal  to 
F  acknowledge  the  nece^ity  of  confession,  and  their  directions 
to  the  ministers  attending  the  sick  to  advise  such  a  confes- 
sion, and  give  absolution  in  consequence  of  it.  Thirdly,  To 
&ncy  a  place  of  perfect  tranquillity,  where  every  soul  must 
go  and  remain  till  the  day  of  judgment,  in  spite  uf  the  de- 
claration made  hy  Jesus  Christ  to  the  converted  thief,  that 
he  would  he  that  very  day  in  heaven  with  him;  and  several 
Others  which  we  examined  together.  After  all  this,  you 
■bould  have  infonned  your  friends  that  you  had  embraced 
snother  persuasion;  bat  you  should  never  have  consulted 
them  whether  you  were  to  do  it.  Your  in(|uiry  is  reduced 
I  lo  this: — '  Do  you  advise  me  to  continue  in  that  which  I  niu 
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you  have  auch  a  prnpensily  to  prefer  their  advice  to  l.hc  light 
you  have  received,)  and  they  should  for  convenience  sake 
Bay  that  they  do  not  admit  that  a  Catholic  may  be  eaved,  or 
thai  thcj  confess  that  the  Protestant  Church  ia  infallible, 
J  shall  give  you  proofs  to  the  contrary. 

"Aa  examples  are  sometimea  mora  porsuBHive  than  rea- 
soning, I  enclose  you  a  copy  of  the  declaration  of  the  Ducliest 
of  York  She  was  in  your  same  situation,  but  she  was  more 
feithful  to  giace. 

" '  What  must  I  do,  my  dear  Filicehi  ?'  I  hear  you  gay 
Pray,- — pray  incessantly,  pray  with  fervor,  and  with 
fidenoe.  Be  sincere  in  your  wiah  to  know  the  truth 
Grm  in  your  resolution  to  follow  it.  Never  think  of  the 
Bequeuces  for  what  relates  to  your  situation  and  family  affairs. 
There  is  a  Providence.  Let  therefore  prayer  be  your  only 
adviser.  Abandon  all  others,  if  you  believe  me.  You 
not  aak  without  something  being  given  you;  you  ca 
knock  and  find  the  door  always  shut;  you  cannot  seek,  never 
to  find.  Sincerity,  confidence,  and  peraeverance  in  prayer, 
calmness  and  tranquillity  in  mind,  courage  and  resolution 
in  heart,  a  perfect  resignation  to  Providence, — you  cannot 
fail  to  succeed.  Avoid  the  labyrinth  of  controversies.  They 
■will  not  make  you  wiser. 

"  In  tbe  paper  I  gave  you,  I  only  set  down  what  was  ne- 
cessary for  you  to  know,  I  did  not  pretend  to  answer  all 
the  di£Gcu]ties  started  ut  different  times  by  Protestants,  I 
know  tbcm,  and  could  have  answered  them,  but  my  work 
would  have  been  swelled  to  an  immense  size,  and  I  had  no 
time  for  it.  Had  I  explained  the  futility  of  the  objections 
you  point  out,  I  would  not  have  improved  much,  because 
they  would  have  started  many  others.  It  is  easy  to  create 
^ifficalties  when  you  lose  sight  of  the  main  point.  Is  there 
Kny  thing  more  certain  than  the  existence  of  God  ?  Still 
an  atheist  will  tire  out  the  patience  of  the  most  learned,  by 
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the  difficulties  he  can  slttrt  iD  preteDding  to  suppoii  hia 
opiniun  It  ia  iiupusoible  to  follow  any  man  in  tbe  discns- 
sicn  of  wjparate  controvereies.  The  sectaries  of  all  deoo- 
niinationB  will  always  avoid  diacussiDg  the  main  poiat.  Tho; 
will  conataotiy  lose  sight  of  it  to  introduce  other  quKtions. 
"  Maj  you  be  wise  enough  to  see  the  suarea  and  iToid 
them !     I  will  say  no  more.     God  bless  you. 

"  Your  affectionate  friend, 

"  PuiLip  FiLiccni." 

"  Lkqborh,  Dec.  IS,  13D1. 

"Deae  Madam: — 

"  The  moment  I  received  your  letter  of  the  29th  July,  1 
wrote  you  a  few  hasty  liues,  endeavoring  to  ease  your  mind 
and  to  set  aright  your  conscience.  I  promised  you  that  by  the 
return  of  the  Mercury  I  would  have  cleared  all  your  doubts, 
or  rather  shown  you  the  falsehood  of  the  ai^menta  made 
use  of  by  our  opponents  to  disturb  you  from  the  determina- 
tion of  embracing  the  Catholic  faith.  Little  I  thought  then 
that  the  yellow  fever,  which  has  visited  us,  would  rob  me  of 
tbe  moments  I  intended  to  devote  to  this  task.  This  siok- 
nesB,  which  alarmed  our  people  and  made  almost  a  desert  of 
this  city  by  the  great  emigration  it  caused,  induced  the 
government  to  establish  a  board  of  health.  I  was  pointed 
out  as  a  member.  I  would  not  refuse  to  lend  my  assistance; 
and  the  services  I  have  been  obliged  to  render  have  taken 
up  so  much  of  ray  time  (and  you  may  suppose  I  had  not  a 
great  dea!  of  it  to  spare)  that  I  am  reduced  to  tbo  last  day, 
to  the  eve  of  the  Mercurj/'s  departure,  to  attend  to  my  pro- 
mise. I  do  not  despair,  however,  of  success.  As  worda  and 
reasonings  are  of  no  avail  if  the  grace  of  God  does  not  give 
them  the  power  of  persuading,  as  this  may  be  granted  to  the 
Huuplest  observations  as  well  as  to  the  most  learned  ar^'U- 
mcnta,  I  trust  that  the  few  remarks  I  have  tried  to  make  will 
b°  supported  with  that  grace  wbicb  I  implore,  and  with 
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out  which  a  leanied  treatiso  vould  be  but  ihe  sound  of  * 
timbrel. 

"  I  shall  answer  your  (jucries  iu  due  aucccasion  ; — 

"  Firtt-  They  tell  jou  that  the  Protcataut  Church  baa 
the  right  successioD,  they  (joar  clergyniea)  having  always 
been  ordained  by  bishops  of  the  Ronian  Catholic  Church, 
KDd  that  they  call  themselves  Protestaats  because  they  pro- 
tested  agaiust  the  errois  of  the  Church  of  llouie,  which  had 
deviated  from  the  primitive  Church — errors  unknown  to  the 
first  four  ages  of  Christianity.     They  admit  therefore — 

"  1.  That  the  true  Church  must  come  ia  right  succes- 
eion  from  the  apostles ; 

"  2.  That  thp  Roman  Catholic  Church  was,  in  the  first 
(oar  ages,  the  true  Church. 

"3.  That  the  Protestant  Church  cornea  directly  from  the 
Roman  Catholic  Church. 

"  You  will  remember,  and  they  have  admitted  it,  that  the 
true  Church  could  not  fall  and  could  not  err.  The  l*rot«at- 
aat  Reformation  took  place  in  the  sixteenth  century.  The 
Church  of  Rome  had  fallen  into  error  (according  to  their 
assertions)  since  the  fifth  century,  and  they  omit  to  name 
&  church  that  muat  fill  a  space  of  eleven  centuries.  That 
they  might  be  right,  it  would  have  been  necessary  that  their 
protestations  against  the  errors  of  the  Roman  Church  should 
have  taken  place  the  moment  they  appeared,  so  that  they 
might  he  entitled  to  be  considered  as  the  followera  of  truth 
without  deviation  or  interruption,  and  that  we  and  not  thej 
might  be  ceuaured  aa  having  separated  from  the  general 
Church.  Was  this  the  fact  ?  When  the  Protestants  first 
appeared  and  declared  the  invocation  of  saints  to  be  idola- 
try, confession  an  imposition,  the  sacrifice  of  the  mass  an 
abomination,  the  real  presence  a  superstition,  the  invocation 
of  sainta,  confession,  mass,  were  the  avowed  tenets  and  the 
oonstaDt  practice  of  the  Church.     Those  veiy  bishops  who 
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"  St.  Irenasus,  disciple  of  St.  Polycorp,  who  hnil  been 
disciple  of  the  apostle  St.  John,  bears  the  aaine  witncM. 

"  TerCuUiuD,  who  lived  in  the  second  age,  assures  us  tlint 
the  stLcriiioe  waa  offered  among  Christiuna  for  the  health  and 
preservation  of  the  emperors.  Id  advising  women  to  retire- 
mont,  he  eaye,  that  to  visit  the  sick,  to  assist  at  the  sacrifice, 
anil  to  hear  the  word  of  God,  were  the  only  motives  that 
should  induce  them  to  go  ont  of  their  houses.  He  asstircn 
ns  that  the  sacrifice  was  ofl'ered  for  the  dead,  the  anniverBarj 
day  of  their  death. 

"St.  Cyprian,  who  lived  in  the  third  age,  declares  that 
the  practice  of  offering  the  sacrifice  for  the  dead  was  general 
and  ancient. 

"  You  see  therefore  that  the  doctrine  relative  to  the  sacri- 
fice and  to  purgatory  was  known  and  admitted  before  the 
fifth  sge. 

"  Tho  Litui^  of  the  Chnrch  of  Jerusalem,  which  is  at- 
tributed to  St.  James,  is  worded  thus : — '  Grant,  0  God,  that 
oar  oblation  may  be  found  acceptable  and  sanctified  by  the 
lioly  GhoBt  for  the  propitiation  of  our  sins  and  for  the  re- 
pose of  those  who  departed  before  us.'  The  Litui^'ies  of 
the  Churches  of  Constantinople,  Alexandria,  and  Kthiopia, 
sre  framed  nearly  in  the  same  words. 

"Tertullian,  who  lived  in  the  second  age,  deplores  the 
blindness  of  thc^e  Christians  who  did  not  confess  their  sins 
through  shame.  Here  is  therefore  another  essential  point 
of  belief  known  to  the  primitive  Chnrch  and  combated  by 
your  reformers. 

"  You  see  therefore  that  you  cannot  trust  their  veracity. 
I  an:  surprised  that  yon  did  not  perceive  the  weakness  ol 
their  cause  by  their  own  reasonings. 

"They  cannot  deny  that  their  reformation  took  place  in 
the  aizteenth  century.  To  prove  their  mission,  they  claim 
their  enoceasion  from  tho  Koman  Catholic  Church.     They 
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eoDtradictiona,  you  will  observe  that  as  theio  have  beco  at 
times  two  popee,  one  legal  and  one  illegal,  so  there  bare 
been  legal  and  illegal  councils,  The»e  must  have  beea 
wrong,  the  others  right.  Tbej  could  not  therefore  possibly 
agree  {  and  the  general  Church,  in  admitting  those,  ha«  re- 
fused to  acknowledge  the  others.  The  treatise  I  gave  you 
about  the  infallibility  of  the  Church  will  show  you  where 
^Mlibility  resides. 

"  I  hope  to  have  fairly  answered  all  your  questious.  I 
wish  I  could  be  near  you.  I  would  keep  my  word  to  clear 
your  doubts.  With  the  help  of  God,  I  would  not  fear  the 
learned  argumente  of  your  divines,  without  being  a  divine 
myself. 

"I  am,  with  perfect  esteem, 

"  Your  humble  servant  and  affectionate  friend, 

"Philip  Pilicchi  " 


While  Mr.  Filicchi  was  thus  manifesting  his  friendly  and 
piooa  zeal  in  behalf  of  Mrs.  Seton,  she  was  an  object  of 
equal  solicitude  on  the  part  of  his  brother  in  America 
We  have  seen  that  while  in  New  York  he  visited  her  fre. 
quently,  and  when  bis  affairs  called  him  to  Boston,  he 
opened  a  correspondence  with  her,  the  main  object  of  which 
was  the  promotion  of  her  spiritual  welfare.  His  letters 
breathed  a  spirit  of  the  warmest  and  most  exalted  friend- 
ship, which,  although  viewing  her  religious  enlightenment 
Bs  the  highest  consideration,  did  not  overlook,  as  we  have 
seen,  her  temporal  happiness.  He  counselled  her  in  her 
doubts  and  consoled  her  in  her  trials.  Writing  from  Boa- 
ton,  November  7,  1804,  he  says :— "  Fight,  my  worthy 
friend ;  pray  without  ceasing.  The  merciful  Redeemer  of 
lu  all  will  at  last  come  to  your  relief,  wipe  away  your  tears, 
dalt  your  humility,  reward  your  fortitude."  He  might 
well  address  her  in  this  language  under  the  weight  of  suffer 
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^eatesi  comfort  to  statjon  myself  in  imagiuation  in  a  Ca- 
tholic ohuroh." 

They  who  are  acquaintecl  with  the  various,  sometimei 
inysterioua,  difficulties  that  bauDt  the  miod  in  its  progresii 
from  error  to  truth,  will  readily  comprehend  that  the  Catho- 
lio  faJth  preponderated  in  the  heart  of  Mrs,  Seton,  whils 
she  was  held  back  by  a  certain  obscurity  still  lingering  upon 
the  subject,  and  which  we  may  believe  to  have  been  per- 
mitted by  the  Almighty,  either  ae  a  punishment  of  the 
rash  exposure  of  faith,  or  as  a  means  of  testing  the  fidelity 
and  inereaaing  the  merits  of  his  servant.  She  had  no  need 
of  further  discussion  or  inveijtigation  in  regard  to  the  true 
Church.  From  the  very  first  opposition  that  she  had  met 
with  on  the  part  of  hir  friends  in  America,  she  entered 
profoundly  into  the  examination  of  the  question ;  author 
was  read  after  author;  the  tests  referred  to  her  cuusidera- 
tion  were  weighed  on  her  knees  and  with  constant  tears ; 
and  when  she  was  told  by  her  relations  that  her  strong 
belief  in  Catholic  doctrine  was  a  temptation,  she  doubled 
Bgainst  the  enemy  of  her  soul  the  most  effectual  weapons 
in  the  spiritual  conflict,  humility,  prayer,  and  fasting;  she 
therefore  had  employed  all  the  ordinary  means  for  inform- 
ing herself  correctly  upon  the  subject  of  religious  truth; 
and  if  she  still  vaa  prevented,  by  a  certain  feeling  of  diffi- 
dence or  dread,  from  being  fully  influenced  by  the  power- 
ful motives  which  she  possessed  for  embracing  the  Catholic 
communion,  it  was  a  trial  which  (ioi  permitted  for  hia 
greater  glory  and  the  more  decided  benefit  of  her  soul. 
Her  only  resource  wat.  to  pray,  to  knock  at  the  door  of 
divine  mercy,  until  it  should  please  the  Almighty  to  shed 
upon  her  the  rays  of  his  heavenly  light. 

Tho  letters  of  Mrs.  Seton  which  we  have  placed  hefort 
the  reader  present  a  lively  picture  of  her  distressing  situa- 
tion ;  but  it  may  he  interesting  to  enter  more  fully  into  hct 
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misled  because  I  have  ;et  no  convictiunB. 

Father  aod  my  God  1  all  that  will  not  do  for  me.  i  our 
word  ie  tmth  and  withuat  contmdiction,  wherever  it  is. 
One  faith,  one  hope,  oue  baptism  I  look  for,  wherever  it  is; 
and  I  often  think  my  niaa,  my  miscriea,  hide  tbe  light;  yet 
I  will  cling  and  hold  to  my  Ood  to  the  last  gasp,  begging 
tn  that  light,  and  never  ehaoge  until  I  find  it." 


"There  is  a  sad  weariness  now  over  life  I  never  before 
was  tried  with.  My  lovely  ehildren  ronod  their  writing- 
toble,  or  round  our  evening  fire,  make  me  forget  a  little  this 
unworthy  dejection,  which  arises,  I  believe,  from  cootiniial 
application  of  mind  to  these  multiplied  books  brought  for 
my  instruction ;  above  all,  Newton's  Prophecies.  Your 
poor  friend,  thongh,  is  not  so  easily  troubled  as  to  the  faets 
it  dwells  OD,  because  it  may  or  may  not  be ;  but,  living  nil 
my  days  in  the  thought  that  all  and  everybody  would  bo 
saved  who  meant  well,  it  grieves  my  very  soul  to  see  that 
Protestants,  as  well  as  your  (as  I  thought)  hard  and  severe 
principles,  see  the  thing  so  differently — since  this  book,  so 
valued  by  them,  sends  all  followers  of  the  Pope  to  the  bot- 
tomless pit,  &c. ;  and  it  appears  by  the  account  made  of 
them  from  the  apostles'  time,  that  a  greater  part  of  the 
world  must  be  already  there  at  any  rate.  Oh  my!  the  wor- 
shipper of  images  and  tbe  man  of  sin  are  different  enough 
from  the  beloved  souls  1  knew  in  Leghorn,  to  ease  my  mind 
on  Aat  point,  since  I  so  well  knew  what  you  worshipped, 
my  Amabilia;  but  yet,  so  painful  and  sorrowful  an  im- 
prcsaioD  is  left  on  my  heart,  it  ia  all  clouded  and  troubled. 
So  I  say  tbe  penitential  psalms,  if  not  with  the  spirit  of  the 
royal  prophet,  at  least  with  his  tears,  which  truly  mix  with 
the  fuod  and  water  the  couch  of  your  poor  friend,  yet  with 
Buch  wnfidenoe  in  God,  that  it  seems  to  me  he  never  waa 
■0  truly  my  Father  and  my  all  at  any  moment  of  my  life. 
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sho  fed  80  many  thousaniln 
with  the  Uttle  bariey-Ioavcs  and  litUe  fishes,  multipljinK 
them,  of  course,  in  the  hands  which  diatribut«d  tbtiin.' 
The  thoujrht  stops  ni>t  a  moment  lo  mc ;  I  look  etraight  at 
my  God,  and  sec  that  Qothing  is  so  very  hard  to  believe  in 
it,  fliace  it  is  He  who  docs  it.  Years  ago,  I  read  in  sumo 
old  book,  'When  you  say  a  thinj;  is  a  mystery  and  yon  do 
not  undcratand  it,  you  say  nothing  against  the  mystery 
itself,  but  Duty  acknowledge  your  limited  kuowlcdgo  and 
comprehension,  which  does  not  understand  a  thousand 
thin;;a  you  uiuet  yet  own  to  bo  true.'  And  so  often  it 
comes  iu  my  head,  if  the  religioa  which  gives  to  the  world 
(at  least  to  so  ^eat  a  part  of  it)  the  heavenly  consolations 
attached  to  the  belief  of  the  prescace  of  (jod  in  the  Blessed 
Sacrament,  to  be  the  food  of  the  poor  wanderers  in  the  de- 
sert of  this  world,  as  well  as  the  mauna  was  the  support  of 
the  Israelites  through  the  wilderaess  tu  their  CauuaD ;  if 
this  religion,  says  your  poor  friond,  is  the  work  or  con- 
trivance of  men  and  priests,  as  they  say,  then  God  seems 
not  as  earnest  for  our  happiness  as  these  contrivers,  nor  to 
love  US,  though  the  children  of  redemption  and  bouj^ht 
with  the  precious  blood  of  his  dear  Son,  as  much  as  he  did 
the  children  of  the  old  Law;  since  he  leaves  our  churches 
with  nothing  but  naked  walls,  and  our  altars  unadorned 
with  either  the  ark  which  his  presence  filled,  or  any  of  the 
precious  pledges  of  his  care  for  us,  which  he  gave  to  those 
of  old.  They  tell  me  I  must  worship  him  now  in  spirit  and 
in  truth ;  but  mj  poor  spirit  very  often  goos  to  sleep,  or 
roves  about  like  an  idler,  for  want  of  soniothiug  to  fli  itH 
attention  ;  and  for  the  truth,  dearest  Aiiiabiliu,  I  think  I 
foci  more  true  union  of  heart  and  soul  with  hira  over  a  pic- 
ture of  the  cruuiiiitiou  I  found  years  ago  in  my  father's 
portfolio,  than  in  tho — — j  but  what  I  Wiis  go'ng  to  say 
rculd  be  folly,  for  truth  does  not  depend  on  the  people 
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aiouDii  ns,  or  the  place  wc  arc  in.  I  can  only  aaj,  I  do 
long  and  desire  to  worship  our  God  io  truth;  and  if  I  dad 
never  met  jou  Catholics,  and  yet  should  have  read  the 
books  Mr.  Hobart  has  bronght  me,  they  wonid  have  in 
themBetTes  brought  a  thousaud  uncertaioties  and  doubts  to 
mj  miod;  and  these  soften  mj  heart  so  mnch  before  G«d, 
In  the  certainty  how  much  he  must  pity  me,  knowing,  iti 
be  does,  the  whole  and  iwle  bent  of  my  soul  is  to  pleasn 
him  only,  and  get  close  to  him  in  this  life  and  the  next, 
(bat  in  the  midnight  hour,  beliere  me,  I  often  look  up  at 
Ihe  walls  through  the  tears  and  distress  that  overpower  me, 
expecting  rather  to  see  his  finger  writing  on  the  wall  for 
my  relief,  than  that  he  will  forsake  or  abandon  so  poor  a 


"  I  do  not  get  on,  Amabilia;  cannot  cast  the  balance  for 
Ihe  peace  of  this  poor  BOnl ;  bnt  it  Buifera  plenty,  and  the 
body  too.  I  say  daily,  with  great  confidence  of  being  one 
day  heard,  the  119th  Psalm,  never  weary  of  repeating  it, 
and  reading  k  Kempia,  who,  by  the  way,  was  a  Catholic 
writer,  and,  aa  our  Protestant  preface  says,  'wonderfiiUj 
versed  in  the  knowledge  of  the  Holy  Scriptures ;'  and  I 
read  mnch,  too,  of  St  Francis  de  Sales,  so  earnest  for  bring- 
ing all  to  the  bosom  of  the  Catholic  Church ;  and  I  say  to 
rajfself.  Will  I  ever  know  better  how  to  please  God  than 
they  did  ?  and  down  I  kneel  to  pour  my  tears  to  them,  and 
beg  them  to  obtain  faith  fur  me.  Then  I  see  faith  is  a  gift 
uf  God,  to  be  diligently  sought  and  earnestly  desired,  and 
groan  to  him  for  it  in  silence,  since  our  Saviour  says  I  lan- 
not  eome  to  him  unless  the  Father  draw  nie.  So  it  is ;  hy- 
Bud-by,  I  trust,  this  storm  will  i 
Dfteo  agi.->nizing  He  only  knows  wl 

bis  own  good  time.     Mrs.  S ,  my  long-tried  friend, 

ibeerved  to  me  this  morning  that  I  had  penance  cnoitgb 


—tow  painful 
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without  seeking  it  among  Catholics.  True ;  but  wo  boar 
all  the  pain  without  the  merit.  Yet  I  do  try  siutcrely  to 
turn  all  mine  for  account  of  my  aoul.  I  was  lulling  her  I 
hoped  the  more  I  suETered  in  this  life  the  more  I  hoped  tu 
be  spared  in  the  next,  as  I  believed  God  would  accept  ray 
pains  in  atonement  for  my  sins.  She  said,  '  that  was  in- 
deed very  comfortable  doctrine ;'  she  wished  she  could  be- 
lieve it.  Indeed,  it  is  all  my  comfort,  dearest  Araabilia, 
worn  out  now  tfl  a  skeleton,  almost  death  may  now  overtake 
me  in  the  struggle.     But  God  himself  must  finish  it. 

"  Would  you  believe,  Amahilia — in  a  desperation  of  heart 
I  went  last  Sunday  to  St.  Geoi^e's  (Protestant  Episcopal) 
Church.  The  wants  and  necessitied  of  my  soul  were  so  press- 
ing that  I  looked  atraight  up  to  Giid,  and  I  told  him,  Since 
I  cannot  see  the  way  to  please  you  whom  alone  I  wish  to 
please,  every  thing  is  indifferent  to  me ;  and  until  you  do 
show  me  the  way  you  mean  me  to  walk  in,  I  will  trudge  on 
in  the  path  you  suffered  me  to  be  bom  in,  and  go  even  to 
the  very  sacrament  where  I  once  used  to  find  you.  So 
away  I  went,  my  old  Mary  happy  to  take  care  of  the  chil- 
dren for  me  once  more  until  I  came  back ;  but  if  I  left  the 
house  a  Protestant  I  returned  to  it  a  Catholic,  I  think,  since 
I  determined  to  go  no  more  to  the  Protestants,  being  much 
more  troubled  than  ever  I  thought  I  could  be  while  I  re- 
roembered  God  is  my  God.  But  so  it  waH,  that  the  bowing 
of  my  heart  before  the  bishop  to  receive  his  absolution, 
which  is  given  publicly  and  universally  to  all  in  the  church 
— I  had  not  the  least  faith  in  his  prayers,  and  looked  for  an 
spostolio  loosing  from  my  sins,  which,  by  the  books  Mr. 
Hobart  had  given  me  to  read,  I  Gnd  they  do  not  claim  or 
admit, — then,  trembling  to  communion,  half  dead  with  thn 
inward  struggle ;  when  they  said,  '  the  body  and  blood  of 
Christ,'  oh,  Amabilia,  no  words  for  mj  trial  !  And  I  ro- 
member,  in  my  old  prayer-book  of  former  edition,  when  I 
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waB  a  child,  it  vras  not,  as  now,  said  to  be  ^piriluallj  taken 
Bod  rereived ;  however,  to  get  thonghte  away,  I  took  the 
Daily  Eixrcise  of  good  Abb^  Plunkctt,  to  read  the  pnijrers 
after  communioD ;  but  Ending  eveiy  word  uddrcssed  Ui  our 
dear  Saviour  a^  really  present,  I  became  half  crasy,  and  fur 
the  first  time  could  not  bear  the  sweet  caresses  of  the  dar- 
lings or  bices  their  little  dinner.  Oh,  niy  God,  that  day  I 
but  it  finished  calmly  at  last,  abandoning  all  to  God,  and  i 
renewed  confidence  in  the  Blessed  Virgin,  whose  mild  and 
peaceful  look  reproached  my  bold  excesses,  and  reminded 
luc  to  fix  my  heart  above  with  better  hopes." 

Such  was  the  resolution  which,  aided  by  the  grace  of 
God,  was  to  be  a  source  of  light  and  peace  to  the  troubled 
Boul  of  Mrs.  Setou — to  abandon  a.'  to  him  and  rely  upon 
the  dccIaratioDB  of  his  holy  word.  Her  mind  had  been 
so  harassed  with  doubt,  so  cruelly  agitated  by  conflicting 
thoughts  and  ineffectual  attempts  in  discover  the  true  faith, 
that  she  had  formed  the  desperate  purpose  of  embracing  nc 
particular  form  of  Christianity  until  the  hour  of  death ;  bul 
God  was  watching  over  her,  to  withdraw  her  feet  from  the 
brink  of  the  precipice.  On  the  feast  of  the  Epipbuny,  the 
office  of  which  commemorates  the  homage  paid  hy  the  Wise 
Men  to  the  infant  Sayiour  of  mankind,  she  took  up  a  ser- 
mon of  Bourdalouc  on  that  subject,  which,  alluding  to  the 
inquiry  made  by  those  Kastern  sages  among  the  priests 
and  doctors  of  the  law,  "Where  is  he  who  is  born  King  of 
the  Jews?"  observes,  that  when  we  no  longer  discern  the 
star  of  faith,  we  must  seek  it  where  alone  it  is  to  be  found, 
among  the  depositaries  of  the  divine  word,  the  pastors  of 
the  Church.  This  suggestion,  with  the  blessii)g  of  God, 
produced  the  most  salutary  impression  on  her  miud.  She 
at  once  resolved  to  consult  iigain  those  books  on  the  Patho- 
lio  faith  which  had  originaUy  won  her  to  it,  and  she  cndea- 
VorndalsoloohUinaniuteniewwith  the  Rev,  Mr.  O'UrJcD, 


3  I  take  it.     Arnl 
1  rcBpcct  thai 
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pastor  of  St.  Peter's  Church,  Failing,  however,  in  tlils, 
and  ardcntlj  deBircnis  of  receiving  direction  froiii  the  luinia- 
tera  of  Gud,  she  addressed  a  letter  to  the  Rev.  John  Ch«- 
venis,  then  aSBistant  pastor  of  the  Catholic  Church  ia 
Boston.*  Id  vain  did  those  around  her  attempt  to  iiiflii- 
enee  her  bj  worldly  consideration  a.  Writing  to  a  friend  at 
iLis  time,  she  says  that  Catholics  in  New  York  ircre  repre- 
■ODted  as  "  the  t-ffecouringa  of  the  people,"  and  the  congre- 
gation said  to  be  "  a  public  nuisance ;"  "  but,"  she  adds, 
"  that  troubles  not  me.  The  congregation  of  a  eity  may  be 
very  ahabby,  yet  very  pleasing  to  God ;  or  very  bad  people 
among  th^ni,  yet  cannot  hurt  the  faith,  t 
should  the  priest  himself  deserve  no  mo 
here  allowed  him,  his  ministry  of  the  saoniincnts  would  be 
the  same  to  me,  if  I  ever  shall  receive  tbem.  I  seek  but 
God  and  his  Church,  and  expect  lo  find  my  peace  tu  them, 
not  in  the  people." 

While  her  mind  was  in  these  bnppy  dispositions,  she  re- 
ceived from  Bishop  Carroll  a  further  evidence  of  the  lively 
interest  which  he  tixik  in  her  welfare.  In  a  letter  to  Mr, 
Pilicchi  he  says  : — "  Though  I  have  heard  no  more  than  is 
oontainod  in  your  last  concerning  the  most  estimable  lady 
for  whose  situation  and  happiness  you  are  so  much  inte- 
lested,  yet  I  have  the  fullest  confidence  that,  after  being  put 
to  the  severe  and  most  distressing  trial  of  interior  darkness, 
doubts,  and  terrors  of  making  a  wrong  step,  our  merciful 
Father  in  heaven  will  soon  send  her  relief,  and  diffuse  light 
and  consolation  in  her  heart.  Among  the  religious  books 
in  her  possessicin,  I  doubt  not  of  her  having  that  most  ex- 

li  first  Bishop  of  UiBt  city,  and,  still  later,  Bishop  of  Mont- 


Hb*a,  in  Fnno 
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Vftlsh;  IZuu.,  Philudelphia,  1S4I.  The  letter  »hi 
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interior  darkness  sad  tribulatioa,  is  to  subject  them  to  il 
kfter  their  coaveision  is  completed;  aud  it  often  ha{ipenH 
that  those  trials  become  bighlj  useful,  and  dispose  those 
who  are  subject  to  them  to  diacloae  with  the  utmoatsiucerity 
the  entire  stale  of  their  coDscieuces,  all  their  weiikDesses, 
ud  even  those  imperftictions  of  whiuh  formerly  they  m&de 
no  aceouDt.  Perhaps,  in  the  case  of  your  inost  esteemed 
Bad  respected  friend,  it  pleases  God  to  suffer  her  tu  experi- 
ence now,  before  her  open  uuiun  with  his  Chureh,  those 
iigitatioua  of  conscience  which  will  induce  her  to  perform, 
with  the  greatest  cure  and  attention,  all  previoUM  dutioi 
necessary  for  her  adoption  into  it." 

Unfortunately,  we  are  not  in  poasession  of  the  corre- 
Bpondeuce  which  passed  between  iUrs.  Seton  and  the  liev. 
Mr.  Cheverus  at  this  period;  but  we  know  from  other  sources 
of  informatioD  that  the  wise  counsels  of  thut  distinguished 
clergyman,  and  the  excellent  advicea  of  Bishop  Carn)ll,  con- 
tributed in  an  cmiacnt  degree,  under  God,  to  dispel  the 
(louhta  and  apprehensions  of  her  soul  and  inspire  her  with 
a  fixed  determination  to  seek  admission  into  the  Catholic 
Church.  Her  final  resolution  on  this  important  question, 
and  the  grounds  on  which  it  rested,  are  thus  beautifully 
expressed  in  her  own  words : — 

"Now  they  tell  me,  take  care,  I  am  a  mother,  and  my 
ehildren  I  must  answer  for  in  judgment,  whatever  faith  I 
lead  tbcro  to.  That  being  so,  and  I  so  unconscious,  for  I 
little  thought,  till  told  by  Mr.  Uobart,  that  their  faith  could 
i>e  so  full  of  consequence  to  them  or  mc,  I  will  go  peaceably 
kud  firmly  to  the  Catholic  Church  j  for,  if  taith  is  so  im- 
portant to  our  salvation,  I  will  seek  it  where  true  faith  first 
began — seek  it  among  those  who  received  it  from  God  him- 
lelf.  The  controversies  on  it  I  am  quite  incapable  of  deeid~ 
ing;  and,  a£  the  strictest  Protestant  allows  salvation  to  agood 
Catholic,  to  the  Catholics  I  will  p,o,  and  try  to  be  a  good 
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Filiochi,  her  dcTdtod  friend.*  With  the  simplielty  and 
humble  Bubniission  of  a  true  child  of  the  Church,  she  ac- 
knowledged her  belief  in  bU  its  teaebinge,  relying  with  cua- 
fidoDce  upon  its  authority  as  the  represeutative  of  Christ  on 
earthy  and  her  luinil  thus  compoNei),  she  retarued  hciiiie, 
ebo  says,  "light  at  heart  und  cool  of  head,  the  fimt  tinio 
these  niany  loug  months,  but  not  without  begging  our  Lord 
to  wrap  my  heart  deep  in  that  open  side,  so  well  described 
ia  the  beautiiul  crucifixion,  or  lock  it  up  in  bis  little  taber- 
nacle where  I  shall  now  rest  forever.  Ob  the  endearuieiits 
of  this  day  with  the  children,  and  the  play  of  the  heart  with 
God  wbile  keeping  up  tboir  little  farcee  with  theiu !"  Uer 
whole  attention  was  now  devoted  to  the  rcquieite  preparation 
for  the  reception  of  the  sacraments  of  penance  and  the 
holy  Encharist,  which  were  to  be  the  seal  of  her  peace  and 
union  with  God;  and  we  cannot  better  convey  than  in  her 
own  espressivG  language  an  idea  of  the  fervent  disposi- 
tions of  her  soul  in  approaching  these  fountains  of  divine 

"So  delighted  now  to  prepare  for  this  good  confession, 
which,  bad  as  I  am,  I  would  be  ready  to  make  on  the  house- 
top, to  insure  the  good  abmlution  I  hope  for  after  it,- — and 
then  to  set  out  a  new  life — a  new  existence  itself — no  great 
difGculty  for  me  to  be  ready  for  it,  for  truly  my  life  bas 
been  well  called  over  in  bitterness  of  soul  these  months  of 


-eoay  enough.  The  kindest,  most  respect- 
able confessor  is  this  Mr.  O'Urien,— with  the  compassion  and 
yet  firmness  in  this  work  of  mercy  which  I  would  have  ex- 

■  In  memor;  of  ttait  jojM  occubn,  Mi^.  SeUia  guve  to  Mr.  Filiveh^ 
Mhi  h»d  baen  so  inslrnnieiital  ip  bar  Donvsrsiun,  B  cupy  of  the  "  Pullow- 
l>g  of  Christ,"  with  thii  ioicriptinii :— "Aateniu  Filii^chi,  from  his  dtu 
■lal«r  and  friend,  Elin  A.  Setan,  to  DoioiuBmurBte  tlie  hnppj  di;  ht 
prMented  her  to  tbe  Church  of  Qod,  the  14th  Much,  1S0S," 
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*■  flonM  be,     Now  the  point  is  for  tbe  fruits.     So  fur,  truly  I 


feel  all  tlie  ii 


:  pnwera  ox  my  aoul  held  lust  by  hini  who  came 
with  BO  much  majesty  to  take  posBeBsion  of  his  tittle  poor 
kingdom." 

Such  were  the  fetrent  aentimenta  that  accompanied  Mm. 
Seton  to  a  participation  of  the  bread  of  life.  The  memory 
gf  that  day  never  passed  from  her  inindj  she  commemorate<J 

(it  annually,  sanctifying  it  by  acts  of  gratitude  to  Gtod,  aod 
approaching  with  renewed  piety  that  sacrament  of  tove  in 
vhich  she  found  a  plegde  of  her  eternal  union  with  God. 
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BpprnciBtian  of  Catboliei^J' ~  Curresponilence  nith  Rer. 
Mr.  CbBl-erot— OlhBP  olergyman— Perieoution  from  her  ramllj— Her 
Icmporal  affain — Mr.  Filjoelii'g  lubitsntial  frleodehip — Her  «ddi 
pluwd  at  college— D nil;  dntiei— PLely  and  faiib— lattrantions  of  Rev. 
Mr.  Tissarant— Mrs.  Selon  receive!  the  sftcoimeBt  of  confirniation— 
UeBsn.  Filieebl  and  Tiaaerant  embark  for  Europe— Helation 9  between 
Mr,  Piliechi  and  Mp».  Selon— Her  deportment  toward  Protealnnta— 
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latter— Her  heroic  faltb-lDcreasedoppoBilJon  to  Mra.  Setc 
Iriendi — Eiample  of  ber  sister-in-law  and  beraelf— losimction  of  her 
Bhildmil— She  tBeot*  Rev.  William  Dubourg— New  plana— Con  ferB  with 
Biihop  Carroll- Vie»<  of  Messrs,  Matignon  and  C be v eraa— Remark, 
able  pnidletioD  uf  Ifae  former— Notice  of  Mr.  Dubourg- DifficuUiea  of 
Mpi.  Saton'a  position  in  New  York- She  consalta  Bishop  Carroll- 
Els  advice- Anutbar  inlerview  with  Mr.  Dubourg- She  resolvei  Co 
•ommence  au  institntion  in  Balti more— Plan  of  Mr.  Dubourg. 

After  the  long  and  difficult  atruggle  which  bIiq  made  to 

rfeDoine  ft  member  of  the  true  Church,  Mrs.  Seton  oould  not 

I'bnl  fee.  it  an  extraordinary  degree  the  worth  of  that  hid- 

«  of  faith  which  had  been  revealed  to  her.     So 


■^highly  ^1 


th  ^gospel   ^ 


"Rev.  a.nd  dear  Si 
"  Mj  joyful  Loan 
iilitude   for  ymiv   ]< 


•i  fortli 
,  for  Shi 


Ihe  gla<i 


if 


Ri.'nil.'i 

'    ,11.  I\..-    :>l 

1:il', Ii.'   i  hli  ..r  M: 

irch,  8 

.dHBi. 

,I.y  w:> 

U.   I\h-   Ivnr  rliiiivli  <>l' 

Jesus  Ol^BI'' 

a  lulTia 

yrrilrliil  mi 

ils^Mir.l,  :<^   riKiM.r  M 

'■ 

[■pwrceKo! 

ii>:irim- 

rim  iMiij;  )■ 

.■■flnml  tuhls  tnu^  liMii 

m 

Khould  in.- 

but    ll!l 

Vl'    kvil    IKN 

.'.■ssiirily  v.TV  iim.-li  .-m 

.itged 

ms^ 

nil  the 

i,owor.  of  ,i 

lysoiil  for  iw.'iviu^' til 

.pledge  eg.] 

Impinn. 

I'ps  witli  w!i 

IHl    it   liilS  biU'll  l.|..ss,d 

1  ■■ 

»l»,ppj-I»v 

of  th^ 

.\ptiii;iu-i:itii 

m.-n-lii'ii  it  ^ci'iiiftl  iH.|. 

E-  admittnl 

ilSth'Dayfe.V 

hat  peogijjijkh  passes 
■w  say,  Hr^lff  tast  Pii 

vo,!   ir 

th, 

my 

)iii  t«ai          -    my  feet 

fi-oni 

'«!'' 

cer 

lesire  m 

lestlj  to 'walk 

l>  1 

™nll,J 

laa,_ 

.-_,  living,-, 

^^j^iiigmyprivile;;. 
L-  pu  ii.'vnnd  my  mnst  1 

.ondwliil 

he  j~ 

UUlie  foT    ITI 

ili. 

.. ,,«,  lh.1  1 

ItB8.    E.    A.    BETOIT. 


157 


I 


tun  scaiccly  realize  my  own  bleaaedncRa.  Yuu,  dear  sir, 
o.niJ  never  esperieoce,  but  may  picture  ta  yourself  a  pcwr 
burdened  creature,  weighed  down  with  §iD8  and  sorrows,  rp- 
euiviiig  Bu  immediate  tranititioD  lo  life,  liberty,  and  rest. 
(Jh,  pray  for  me,  that  I  may  be  faithful  and  persevere  to 
tlie  cad ;  and  I  would  beg  of  you  udvice  and  counacl  how  to 
[irMerve  my  inestimable  blessings.  True,  there  are  many 
good  books,  but  directions  personally  addressed  from  a  re- 
vered source  must  forcibly  impress.  For  instance,  many 
years  I  have  preferred  those  chapters  which  you  appoint  in 
St.  John  ;  but,  Ironi  your  direction,  make  it  a  rule  to  read 
(hem  constantly.  The  book  you  mentioned,  'The  Follow- 
ing of  Christ,'  has  been  my  oonsolation  through  the  severest 
struggles  of  my  life,  and  indeed  one  of  my  first  convictions 
of  the  truth  arose  from  rcflectinf;  on  the  account  a  Protest- 
ant writer  gives  of  Kempis,  as  having  been  remarkable  for 
his  study  and  knowledge  of  the  Holy  Scriptures  and  fervent 
seal  in  the  service  of  tiod.  I  remember  falling  on  my  knees, 
and  with  many  tears  inquired  of  God  if  he  who  knew  his 
Scriptures  so  well,  and  so  ardently  loved  him,  could  have 
been  mistaken  in  the  true  faith.  Also,  in  reading  the  life  of 
St.  Francis  de  Solef,  I  felt  a  perfect  willingness  to  follow 
him,  and  could  not  but  pray  that  my  soul  might  have  its 
portion  with  his  on  the  great  day.  The  sermons  of  Uour- 
daloue  have  also  greatly  helped  to  convince  and  enlighten 
inc.  For  many  months  past,  one  of  thorn  is  alwuys  included 
in  my  daily  devotions." 

The  spiritual  ^d  here  solicited  from  the  Kev.  Air.  Cko- 
ViToe  was  most  cordially  extended.  The  epistolary  corre- 
Bpondeuce  which  had  commenced  between  him  nod  Mrs. 
BctoQ  was  continued  to  the  close  of  her  life,  to  the  great 
Htiafaction  and  edification  of  both.  He  entertained  for  her 
the  highest  respect  and  esteem,  and  expressed  to  her  the 
hope  thiit  their  currci^[Hiti deuce  would  be  kept  up,  ob  he  coa- 
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I  whiuh  found  a  powerful  support  in  the  Bjrapalhy  aDd  coiid- 
W  Beh  of  her  enlightened  frieods. 

The  most  painful  tircuuistunce  that  she  hod  to  nontead 
I  with  was  the  opposition  and  indifierence  of  many  with  whom 
I  she  had  Brer  been  united  hy  the  moet  iotiniate  tics.    Not  re- 
I  'fleeting  that  her  earaeet  inquiry  after  the  true  faith,  and  the 
I  disposition  to  make  every  sacrifice  for  the  peace  and  salvation 
I  'ef  her  soul,  should  have  entitled  her  to  increased  respect  and 
I  admiration,  these  false  friends  suffered   themselves  to  be 
[  misled  by  a  bigoted  and  unchristian  spirit.  She  bad  followed 
I  the  dictates  of  her  conscience  and  become  a  Catholic;  this 
I'mis  enough  to  excite  against  her  the  most  unkind  feelings, 
I  sren  among  those  who  professed  to  believe  that  every  one 
^ould  judge  for  himself  on  the  subject  of  religion.     Such 
has  always  been  the  extraordinary  inconeistencj  of  sectarian- 
ism j  but  at  the  period  of  Mrs.  Seton'a  convereion  the  spirit 
of  hostility  to  the  Catholic  Church  was  more  deeply  rooted 
in  the  public  mind  than  at  the  present  day.     The  time  had 
jost  pafised  away  when  the  true  faith  was  proscribed  in 
New  York,  and,  although  the  severe  penalties  which  had 
been  enforced  against  the  exercise  of  the  Catholic  religion 
were  now  abolished,  the  Protestant  exclusivencss  of  the  ante- 
revolutionary  period  was  far  from  having  disappeared,  and 
the  Catholic  portion  of  the  community  being  comparatively 
email,  and  possessiog  no  social  or  political  influence,  it  was 
oonsidered  bj  the  aristocracy  of  the  city  a  sort  of  degrada- 
tion to  leave  the  ranks  of  Protestantism  for  the  communion 
of  the  true  Church.     To  a  woman  of  Mrs.  Seton's  delicate 
Reoaibitity,  the  aversion  and  estrangement  of  many  who  had 
been  warmly  attached  to  her  must  have  been  in  the  highest 
degrue  painful.     Some,  indeed,  of  her  former  friends  re- 
niunod  unaltered  in   their  attachment,  but  few  had  the 
Bonrage  to  appear  so  openly. 

This  state  of  things  could  not  but  operate  materially  against 
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her  temporal  pruBpccte.  The  deoliae  of  her  hiuband'i 
a^rs,  caused  by  untoward  circumstances  which  have  been 
referred  to,  bad  Icfl  her  without  a  eufficieot  maintenaacc 
for  her  familj.  If  sbe  bad  rcmaiucd  a  Protestant,  how- 
ever, she  would  have  received  every  assistance,  and  would 
have  inherited  a  !ai^  fortune;  as  it  was,  ahe  was  obliged 
to  depend  upon  her  own  exertions,  escept  bo  &r  as  she 
wao  aided  bv  the  nmnificGnt  frieudnhip  of  Mr.  Filicohi 
■nd  B  few  others  who  were  interested  in  her  weliajo.  Had 
circumetances  required  it,  or  oven  bad  Mrs.  Sctoo  acquiesced 
in  tie  plan,  he  would  have  provided  a  comfortable  home  for 
herself  and  her  family  in  Italy;  and  he  assured  her  re- 
peatedly that  even  in  this  country  his  means  would  be  libe- 
rally advanced  for  the  promotion  of  her  happiness,  if  thej 
who  should  be  her  first  resource  in  the  order  of  nature  neg- 
lected to  supply  her  wants  His  agents  in  New  York  were 
oonstantly  directed  to  honor  any  demands  that  she  would 
make  upon  them,  while  she  herself  was  ui^d  by  him  on 
various  occasions,  and  in  the  most  pressing  manner,  to  accept 
his  friendly  oSers.  Ho  hoped,  by  carrying  her  through  the 
troubles  of  this  world,  to  attain  to  the  happiness  of  the  world 
to  come.  "  To  relieve  her  wajjta,"  he  said,  "  was  the  pride 
of  his  soul,  and  his  best  passport  for  his  Inst  journey,"  But 
Sirs.  Seton's  energy  of  character  and  spirit  of  humili^  did 
not  permit  her  to  rely  entirely  upon  the  generosity  of  others. 
She  wished  to  exert  herself,  in  accordance  with  the  circum< 
stances  of  her  situation,  for  the  suppiijrt  of  her  family;  aud 
with  this  view  sbe  adopted  a  plan  suggested  by  one  of  hei 
friends,  to  open  a  boarding-house  for  a  liuiitcd  number  of 
boys  who  attended  an  academy  in  the  northern  suburbs  cf 
the  city,  IJy  her  attentions  to  the  youths  thus  confided  ta 
iier  care  she  was  euablcd  in  part  to  secure  a  comfonabia 
maintenance. 

In  Addition  to  his  other  acta  of  gencrosityj  Mr   Filicclii 
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■howed  a  deep  and  efficient  ioteresl  for  the  education  of  hci 
children.  During  avisit  to  Canada,  in  the  summer  of  1805 
ke  made  the  necessary  inquiries  relative  to  the  collegiate 
ntablifihment  at  Montreal,  iotiiudiug  to  place  her  two  boja 
in  that  inEtitntiou.  one  of  whom  was  now  seven  and  the 
other  nine  years  of  age.  The  buildings,  however,  having 
been  damaged  by  fire,  were  not  prepared  for  the  reception 
of  students  from  ubroad.  This  circumstance  directed  his  at- 
tention to  the  colleges  at  Baltimore  and  Georgetown,  in  tho 
United  Stales;  and  ailer  mature  reflection  they  were  entered 
at  the  latter  establishment  in  May,  1806."' 

However  repugnant  to  natural  pride  muy  have  been  the 
present  condition  of  Mrs,  Seton,  compared  with  the  afflucnoa 
idcpendence  of  former  years,  she  found  iu  it  an  occasion 
.<if  joy  and  thankfulness,  because  sho  had  tho  consolation  to 
Inow  that  her  sacrifices  and  troubles  had  proceeded  from  her 
reeolutiun  to  do  the  will  of  Qod.  Iu  her  religion  she  pos- 
sessed a  treasure  which  amply  compensated  her  for  the  loss 
of  earthly  things.  Every  day  increased  her  gratitude  to  God 
for  having  made  her  what  she  waa,  and  her  generous  forti- 
tude was  a  proof  of  the  high  value  which  she  set  upon  the 
inestimablo  blessing.  With  these  sentiments  she  wont 
through  her  daily  round  of  duty,  commencing  it  with  prayer 
and  attendance  at  the  holy  sacrifice  of  mass,  and  frequently 
approaching  the  holy  communion,  tho  great  source  of  her 
spiritual  energy  and  comfort.  She  would  then  occupy  her- 
self with  her  domestic  concerns,  and,  after  the  little  fatigues 
Bod  labors  of  the  day,  assemble  her  children  and  entertain 
them  at  the  piano,  while  they  united  their  innocent  voices 
with  here  in  some  pious  anthem.  Such  was  the  course  which 
she  pursued,  with  an  humble  submissioo  to  the  will  of  God 
in  the  midst  of  her  trials,  and  free  from  all  pride  that  would 
have  murmured  against  tho  dispensations  of  lleaveo.  The 
CbUuwltig  incident  will  show  the  ChriKtian  temperament  of 
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lie  as  to  take  that  word  wtich  is  truth  itself? — but  that 
I  souls  of  his  own  creation,  whom  he  gave  his  life  to  save,  who 
■re  endowed  with  hia  choicest  gifts  in  all  things  else,  should 
temain  blind,  insensible,  and  deprived  of  that  light  without 
which  every  other  blessing  is  unayailing,  and  that  the  un- 
grateful, Btupid,  faithless  being  to  whom  he  has  ^iven  the 
free,  the  bounteous,  heavenly  gift  shall  approach  hia  true 
and  holy  sanctuary,  taste  the  sweetness  of  his  presence, 
feed  OQ  the  bread  of  angels,  the  Lord  of  Glory  united  to  the 
very  essence  of  its  being  and  become  a  part  of  itself,  yet  still 
remain  grovelling  io  the  earth, — is,  my  poor,  poor  soul,  is 
what  we  too  well  eKperience,  while  lost  in  wonder  of  his  for- 
bearing mercy,  and  still  more  wondering  at  our  own  misery 
in  the  veiy  centre  of  blessedness,  Jesus  then  is  there :  we 
can  go,  reeeiye  him ;  he  is  our  own.  Were  we  to  pause  and 
think  of  this  through  eternity,  yet  we  can  only  realize  it  by 
his  conviction.  That  he  is  there — oh  heavenly  theme ! — is  as 
entirely  true  aflthat  bread  naturally  taken  removes  my  hunger, 
BO  this  bread  of  angels  removes  my  pain,  my  cares;  warms, 
eheers,  soothes,  contents,  and  renews  my  whole  being.  Merci- 
ful Gtjd,  and  I  do  possess  you !  kindest,  tenderest,  dearest 
friend,  every  affection  of  my  nature  absorbed  in  you,  still  is 
active,  nay,  perfected  in  its  operations  through  your  refining 
love.  Hush,  my  soul,  we  cannot  speak  it.  Tongues  of  angels 
fMuld  not  express  our  treasure  of  peace  and  contentment  Id 

.  Let  us  always  whisper  his  name  of  love  as  an  antidote 
'to  all  the  discord  that  surrounds  us.  We  cannot  say  tbfl 
rest;  the  harmony  of  heaven  begins  to  us,  while,  silent  from 
kII  the  world,  we  again  and  again  repeat,  Jesus,  Jesus, 
Jesus.  And  how  many  say  the  adored  name,  lookiu;^  beyond 
bim,  while  looking  for  him — deny  him  on  his  altar!  Who, 
then,  is  the  author  of  the  religion  I  adore?     Is  man,  then, 

ir  in  his  inventions  than  eternal  Wisdom  ?  Did  he  oon- 
Irive  &  method  to  relieve  the  wretched,  to  support  the  feeble, 
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hmil  the  effect  of  invigontting  her  soul  againat  the  osanultti 
of  hor  spiritual  euemiea  ; — 

"At  the  tribunal  of  reconciliation  I  received  strength 
Father  Sibonrd  aasured  the  feeble  soul,  and  warned  it  of  the 
treachcrouB  fiend  who  would  tempt  the  little  child  from  the 
anua  of  its  mother.  Dear,  dear  adored  Redeemer,  as  the 
inffcring,  disobedient,  and  ungrateful  child,  but  wretehed 
Knd  loBt  without  your  reviving  and  pitying  tenderness  and 
purdoD,  I  have  lain  and  still  remain  at  your  saured  feet 
The  abundance  of  tears  there  shed  will,  mixed  with  your 
precious  blood,  feed  and  nourish  the  soul  that  faints  and 
pants  for  deliverance  from  its  chains,  and  hopes  in  your 
mercy  alone." 

In  order  to  impress  more  vividly  and  enduringly  npon 
her  mind  the  good  thoughts  and  resolutions  which  the  grace 
of  Qod  had  inspired,  Mrs.  Seton  was  in  the  habit  of  commit- 
ting them  t«  paper, — a  practice  which  is  often  witnessed 
among  pious  persona,  and  found  to  be  a  great  help  in  the 
service  of  God.  Her  religious  inclinations  had  led  her  to 
this  custom  from  early  life,  and,  now  that  she  eojoyed  bless- 
ings so  far  surpassing  those  of  former  days,  she  did  not 
abandon  one  of  the  most  effectual  means  of  treasuriug  them 
up  in  her  memory  and  affections.  From  the  scraps  which 
Bho  has  left  ns,  and  of  which  we  have  already  furnished  a 
few  specimens,  it  is  plain  that  the  sanctification  of  her  soul 
was  with  her  the  "one  thing  necessary,"  the  object  of  her 
deep  and  constant  solicitude.  To  promote  this  she  entered 
profoundly  into  the  scrutiny  of  ber  sentiments  and  actions, 
prayed  often,  and  meditated  upon  the  truths  of  faith.  She 
thus  brings  before  her  view  the  weakness  and  falterings  of 
human  nature  in  the  hour  of  difficulty,  and  the  necessity  of 
bsing  always  sustained  by  divine  grace. 

"Sept.  29,  Feast  of  St. Michael,  Archangel.— The  sigh 
of  the  wretched  hiik  you,  glorious  friend  I     My  soul  claimi 
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rising  witLia  htr  in  the  momeDt  of  devout  recollection  nod 
prayei.  Her  morning  visit  t«  the  church  in  opposition 
to  the  aluggishness  of  nature,  the  cunsoktions  she  enjoyed 
in  the  presence  of  God,  the  unreserved  offering  of  herself 
to  him  on  the  altar  of  charity,  her  only  desire  to  love  him, 
■nd  this  at  the  risk  of  every  thing  on  earth, — all  is  depicted 
to  nfl  with  a,  power  of  language  aud  a  force  of  description 
that  fihowfl  how  deeply  she  waa  affected  by  these  sentiment* 
of  itulh 

"Ftast  oj  St.  Thomat  of  VUlanova,  September  18,— 
Remember  this  day — the  head  cleaving  to  the  pillow,  the 
alothfiil  heart  afileep — how  unwilling  you  were  roused  to  go 
to  your  Lord,  who  has  so  often  overflowed  the  cup  of  bleaa- 
ing  at  the  very  moment  of  insensibility  and  ingratitude. 
So  this  day,  when  he  was  approached  more  as  a  slave  goes 
to  regular  duty  than  the  perishing  wretch  to  its  deliverer, 
how  sweet,  how  merciful  was  the  reception  he  gave  1  how 
bountiful,  how  abundant  thy  portion  !  What  a  reproof  to 
the  Boul  that  loves  thee,  adored  Master  1  and  how  merci- 
fully, too,  it  was  awakened  to  receive  it !  tVhat  was  its 
reply  7  It  can  only  be  understood  by  the  unutterable  love 
And  intelligence  of  a  spirit  to  its  Creator,  Redeemer,  God. 
But  it  must  remember  the  ardor  with  which  the  offering 
was  renewed  of  all,  all,  for  the  attainment  of  thy  deal 
love.  Im^ning  the  corrupted  heart  in  thy  hand,  it 
be^ed  thee  with  all  its  strength  to  cut,  pare,  and  remove 
from  it  (whatever  anguish  it  must  undergo)  whatever  pre- 
vented the  entrance  of  thy  love.  Again  it  repeats  the 
■npplication,  aud  begs  it  as  thy  greatest  mercy,  cut  to  the 
centre,  tear  up  every  root,  let  it  bleed,  let  it  sufier  any 
thing,  every  thing,  only  fit  it  for  thystlf,  place  only  thy 
lovi  there,  and  let  humility  keep  sentinel,  aud  what  shall  I 
fear?  What  is  pain,  sorrow,  poverty,  renroarh  f  Blessed 
Lord .   they  all  were  once  thy  inmates,  thy  chosen  com- 
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paaiont,  and  can  I  reject  them  as  enemies,  and  fly  from  th« 
frieoda  yon  send  to  bring  me  to  your  kingdom  1  Lord,  I 
am  dust ;  in  sweetest,  pitting  mercy  scoui^e  mi.,  compel 
my  coward,  feeble  spirit;  fill  it  with  that  fire  which  cnii- 
Bnmed  the  blessed  gaint  this  day  commemorated,  when  he 
cried  out  declaring  that  all  torments  and  fatigues  Eheuld 
joyfully  be  borne  to  obtain  it.  Unite  my  unworthy  aoul  to 
hia  earnest  entreaty  :—'  0,  omnipotent  Jesus  !  give  me 
what  thyself  eommandest;  for  though  to  lore  thee  be  of  all 
things  most  sweet,  yet  it  is  above  the  reach  and  strength 
of  nature.  But  I  am  inexcusable  if  I  do  not  love  thee,  for 
thou  grantest  thy  Iotc  lo  all  who  desire  or  ask  it.  I  cannot 
see  without  light,  yet  if  I  shut  my  eyes  to  the  noonday 
light  the  fault  is  not  in  the  sun,  but  in  me.' " 

This  love  of  God  which  she  so  ardently  invoked  into 
her  soul  was  the  principle  of  all  her  actions ;  for  it  led 
her  to  unite  them  continually  with  those  of  Jgsus  Christ, 
and  even  to  preserve  as  much  as  possihie  the  thought  of 
Ood  in  the  midst  of  her  temporal  affairs.  On  one  occasion 
in  particular,  when  she  was  yerj  much  harassed  by  the  fre- 
quent calls  upon  her  attention,  her  spirit  seemed  to  he  un- 
fettered hy  outward  cares,  and  flew  almost  every  moment 
to  the  engrossing  object  of  her  affections.  Speaking  of 
this  circumstauce,  she  observed,  "  Who  can  bind  the  soul 
which  God  sets  free  t  It  sprang  to  him  fifty  times  an  hour. 
Scarcely  a  momeut  without  being  turned  to  him,  while  the 
voice  and  eyes  were  answering  down  below,  sweet'  sweet  I" 
Spiritual  writers  teach  us  that  there  are  two  principal 
laethods  of  walking  in  the  presence  of  God:  either  hy 
occasional  direction  of  one's  thoughts  and  aspirations  :o 
the  Almighty,  or  by  entering  into  the  spirit  of  our  great 
Model,  and  striving  to  copy  in  our  various  actions  the 
Hxaniplc  which  he  has  displayed.  Mrs.  Seton  practised 
this  excellent  means  of  sanctilication  in  both  ways,  and, 
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while  Hhc  thus  proved  the  ardor  and  Hinecnty  of  her  lOve 
fiir  God,  she  eujoyed  thtit  blessed  peace  which  it  alnajs 
imparts  to  the  soul.  Even  in  the  midst  of  scenes  that 
,  irere  calculated  to  depress  the  mind  and  fill  the  heart  with 
•orrow,  "he  found  a  source  of  interior  jny  in  endcavorinf; 
to  imitate  the  spirit  of  self-denial  which  our  divine  Saviour 
exhibited  in  hia  sufferings.  Alluding  t^i  the  sicltQesa  which 
Bffiieced  some  of  her  family,  she  says : — "  Our  little  hos- 
pital is  cheerful  this  morning  after  a  sad  night.  Gladly 
accompanied  our  Adored  in  spirit  through  the  streets  of 
Jerusalem  all  night.  When  the  heart  is  al!  his,  how  easy 
ia  pain  and  sorrow,  or,  rather,  pain  and  sorrow  become  purest 
joy.  The  hand  trembles,  as  you  may  see,  but  the  soul  is 
all  peace." 

That  peace  which  ie  the  portion  of  the  chosen  servantJa 
of  God  iH  seldom  unmixed  with  interior  struggles.  The 
joy  of  the  Holy  Ghost  supposes  trials  which  are  dispensed 
to  all;  and  it  is  the  reward  of  those  who  learn  from  the 
roblime  teachings  of  the  gospel  and  the  exercise  of  prayer 
how  to  possess  their  souls  in  patience.  For  this  reason 
Mrs.  Seton  was  led,  by  those  who  had  the  direction  of  ber 
oonscience,  to  seek  in  prayer  and  in  the  counsels  of  her 
Bpiritual  advisers  the  strength,  and  light  which  she  needed 
for  preserving  the  tranquillity  of  her  soul,  "  I  hope,"  Mr. 
Cheverus  wrote  to  her,  "you  continue  to  enjoy  that  happy 
peace  which  surpassctb  all  understanding.  Should  it,  how- 
ever, be  disturbed  by  doubts,  anxieties,  &c.,  do  not  get  dis- 
■ouraged.  In  the  midst  of  the  storm,  and  when  Jesus 
leems  to  be  asleep,  call  upon  him  with  earnestness;  bo  will 
arise,  and  every  thing  will  be  calm  within  you,"  During 
the  first  year  after  her  conversion  she  corresponded  fre- 
quently with  the  Rev.  Mr.  Tisserant,  already  menljoned, 
who,  residing  not  far  from  New  York,  was  more  easily 
■ocessible  as  ber  counsellor  in  the  time  of  difficulty.     Tha 
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been  jnatificd  only  by  tbe  anppoaitioD  that  the  dcniaiiik  of 
religiona  duty  required  it.  This,  however,  is  not  the  ease. 
Yon  can  perform  jour  reripinns  duties  in  your  present  situu- 
tioQ.  If  you  draw  the  distinction  between  the  requirenicnla 
of  duty  and  those  practices  which  are  suggested  only  by  the 
^pii  it  of  devotion,  a  fp-eat  desire  of  perfection  or  of  aerisible 
eonsolatiooa,  you  will  perceive  tbat  you  can,  strictly  speak- 
ing, diAiharge  yoor  obligations  where  you  are.  Confession 
and  oommuniou  are  of  precept  only  once  a.  year.  You  am 
absent  yourself  from  mass,  when  there  is  a  grave  reason  for 
BO  doing  and  if  to  assist  at  it  would  be  attended  with  a 
Berious  inconvenience,  as  may  be  your  case.  You  need  have 
no  scruple  of  conscience  in  jonr  oaac,  in  requesting  your  pastur 
to  dispense  you  from  the  precept  of  abstinence  on  Fridays  and 
Saturdays,  and  I  have  no  donbt  that  it  will  be  granted,  &c. 
As  to  what  is  not  obligatory,  there  are  circumstances  in  which 
we  are  not  only  permitted,  but  even  bound,  to  lay  it  aside, 
for  reasons  less  urgent  than  those  which  you  may  have.  I 
am  far  from  signifying  to  you  that  you  ought  to  relinquish 
all  practices  of  piety  that  arc  not  strictly  obligatory.  Such 
a  su^estion  as  this  would  be  a  pang  to  your  heart ;  it  would 
only  add  to  the  severe  trials  which  it  already  suffers.  The 
love  which  you  have  for  your  divine  Saviour  will  lead  you 
frequently  to  seize  a  propitious  moment  for  enjoying  tbe 
consolations  imparted  by  your  pious  observances.  But,  in 
tracing  the  line  of  distinction  between  duty  and  that  which 
ia  not  80, 1  wish  simply  to  prevent  you  from  being  disturbed 
by  scruples,  and  to  regnlate  that  ardent  zeal  for  all  that  re- 
lates to  the  glory  of  God  and  the  salvation  of  souls  which  I 
have  witnessed  with  so  much  pleasure  in  your  words  and 
■otioos,  and  which,  if  not  restrained,  might  become  too  partial 
to  your  inclinations,  would  oause  you  to  neglect  more  than  is 
idvisable  yjur  personal  comfort,  and,  what  is  more,  would 
exhibit  our  holy  religion,  among  persons  who  do  not  profess 
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I  ence  to  yonr  dear  and  amiable  children.  Yon  nrc  mach  oon- 
I  Qemed  about  your  two  boys;  but  I  am  persuaded  that  your 
I  gentle  and  affectionate  treatment  will  give  you  the  Ticlory 
P  OYer  their  hearts,  and  will  enable  you  to  avert  hereafter  the 
diScultiea  which  your  actual  situatioQ  leads  you  to  appre- 
hend." 

Attheopeuingof  the  holy  aeanon  of  Lent,  in  the  year  1806, 
Mrs.  Selon  was  prevented  by  some  grave  reason  from  assist 
irg  at  the  Holemn  ceroraonial  of  the  Church ;  but,  although 
dibarred  this  satisfaction,  she  endeavored  to  compensate  for 
iti  loss  by  the  fervor  of  her  private  devotions,  and  applied 
hergelf  wilh  earnestness  to  the  duties  and  practices  which 
are  prescribed  at  this  penitential  time.  On  this  occasion  Mr. 
TisBcrant  wrote  to  her,  moderating  her  seal,  and  directing 
her  iu  the  safe-keeping  of  that  happy  peace  which  Almighty 
God  imparted  to  her  soul: — 

"March  9,  1806. — You  tell  mo  that  you  were  prevented 
from  going  to  church  on  ABh-Wcdocsday.  Theccremonicsof 
that  day  are  well  calculated  to  produce  solemn  imprcieiona. 
If  I  did  not  know  how  deeply  convinced  you  are  of  the 
nothingness  of  this  world  aod  of  the  necessity  of  penance,  I 
would  regret  the  more  that  you  had  been  prevented  from 
assisting  at  the  distribution  of  the  ashes,  &e.  I  am  edified, 
however,  by  the  manner  in  which  you  passed  that  day  iu  the 
midst  of  your  little  parish.  Your  Lent  has  commenced  with 
a  sacrifice  and  with  the  mortification  of  the  will,  and  with  good 
resolutions,  which  I  hope  God  will  bleas;  strengthen  them  by 
tie  practice  of  what  the  Church  enjoins  at  thib  holy  time.  But 
dc  not  exaggerate  things.  Remember  what  you  have  to  do 
M  a  mother  and  in  the  eiiiploymetit  which  you  have  under- 
taken. All  this  is  trying,  and  doea  not  permit  you  to  do 
what  perhaps  I  would  advise  if  you  were  in  a  cloister.  If 
you  should  have  a  real  doobt  on  any  subject,  consult  youi 
dircLtor.  .  .  .You  did  well  to  reject  the  thoughts  that  tended 
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A  Cliristian  sliould  oflentinieH,  « 
health,  contemplate  his  last  end,  ; 
will  terminate  ttic  present  lift 
Belf  that  this  event  may  take  pla 
the  foot  of  the  cmoifii  offer  to 
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dearest  i;onBiderations  that  bind  him  to  this  world,  and  by 
these  preparatory  means  render  more  easy  that  final  sacrifice 
which  IB  inevitable.  Bodily  suffering  ia  an  admonition  to 
tho  Christian  l^i  indulge  in  these  sentiments,  and  the  pious 
soul  is  careful  not  to  neglect  so  salutary  a  practice,  I  hava 
been  much  edified  hy  the  manoer  in  which  you  have  per- 
formed this  duty,  and  I  thank  Grod  for  having  given  you 
that  peaceful  resignation  which  looks  more  to  the  decrees 
of  his  holy  will  than  to  the  momentary  su^estions  of  na- 
ture, and  for  having  blessed  you  with  so  perfect  a  reliance 
npon  bis  providential  care  in  rebtion  to  your  spiritual  in- 
terests and  whatever  is  most  dear  t«  yoa.  May  you  alwayH 
remain  in  these  happy  dispositions  1" 

Her  sickness  still  continuing  toward  the  end  of  Lent, 
Mr.  Tisserant  warned  her  agiunst  the  indiscreet  austerity 
into  which  she  might  have  been  led,  directing  her  to  post- 
pone to  some  other  period  what  was  then  beyond  her  phy- 
sical strength,  and  suggesting  the  following  sentiments  for 
the  exercise  of  her  piety  on  the  Friday  of  Holy  Week  : — 
"Cast  yourself  in  the  arms  of  an  espiring  Saviour;  giva 
yoorself  to  him,  and  dwell  upon  the  confidence  and  consola- 
tion which  this  great  mystery  should  inspire.  You  have 
told  me  that  the  heart  of  Jesus  was  your  refuge  :  let  it  be 
80  always ;  retired  within  that  asylum,  what  have  you  to 
fear,  and  what  can  appear  to  you  burdensome  or  painful  ?" 

For  a  elergyman  whose  enlightened  counsel  was  a  source 
cf  BO  much  consolation  to  her,  Mrs.  Sehtn  could  not  but  en- 
tcitaio  the  most  profound  regard ;  and  licnce,  upon  the  ap- 
proach of  the  Bolcma  occasion  when  she  was  to  receive  the 
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aacraincnt  of  confirmation  nt  the  hands  of  UiNhop  Carroll, 
she  invited  Mr.  Tisserunt  to  net  as  her  sponsor,  and  to  pre- 
sent her  to  the  Church  of  God  as  a.  candidal^  for  the  gifia 
of  the  Holj  Ohort.  Mer  letter,  however,  did  not  reach  him 
in  time,  and  he  wrote  to  her,  lamenting  the  disappointment 
and  congmtulatiog  her  upon  the  signal  blessings  she  bod 
received  ; — "1  submit  to  the  disappointment,  and  the  mora 
readily,  as  the  choice  vhich  you  have  made  of  mc,  to  wit- 
ness your  happiness  and  to  be  the  surety  of  your  holy  resolu- 
tions, is  so  flattering  and  agreeable  to  me,  that  I  must  con- 
sider myself  unworthy  of  the  satisfaction  it  would  have  im- 
parted. If  I  waa  deprived  of  so  great  a  pleasure,  you  at 
least  have  received  those  precious  graces  which  will  confirm 
your  faith,  animate  your  courage  for  the  martyrdom  to 
which  you  have  exposed  yourself,  and  render  fruitful  the 
npostleship  which  is  the  result  of  your  conversion  and 
example.  ^Vith  these  graces  yon  have  also  received  the 
Spirit  of  cousolatioD,  who,  I  trust,  will  make  you  more  and 
more  sensible  of  his  divine  and  tender  influences.  Oh  that 
I  had  been  present  at  the  moment  when  you  received  the 
character  of  soldier  of  Jesus  Christ,  and  the  strength  to 
combat  still  more  generously  under  his  sacred  banner !" 

Shortly  after  this  happy  event,  which  toot  place  in  St. 
Peter's  Church,  New  York,  on  the  26th  of  May,  Mr.  Tisse- 
rant  embarked  for  Europe,  much  to  tho  loss  of  Mrs.  Seton, 
who  valued  his  advice  and  friendly  interest  the  more  as  re- 
ligion was  now  her  only  comfort  and  support.  Great  also 
was  her  loss  and  affliction  la  being  compelled  to  bid  adieu  to 
Mr.  Filicchi,  whose  incomparable  services  to  her  could  be 
imagined  and  felt,  hut  not  expressed  in  word.  That  he  had 
been  a  true,  constant,  and  devoted  friend  of  her  and  her 
children  was  enough  to  have  made  him  the  object  of  theii 
gratcfijl  and  aflectionaio  regard ;  hut  he  was  more  than 
this.     He  had  performed  toward  her  the  part  of  a  brother. 
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Whcn  in  d  strange  land  she  was  ovcrtakcu  hy  the  bitterest 
alQiction,  he  became  her  protector.  He  otfurod  her  a  homo 
in  her  widowhood,  and  even  left  the  cndcarroenta  of  hia 
own  family  to  accompany  her  to  her  native  shores.  He  it 
was  who  first  directed  her  to  the  true  path  of  eternal  life  : 
he  also  stood  b;  her  in  every  difficult; ;  iu  all  her  doubtA 
mild  aiixietiea  he  enlightened,  encuumged,  and  consuled  her, 
■nd  he  did  not  deaist  a  moment  from  his  charitiiblc  leal 
until  he  beheld  her  safely  arrived  in  the  haven  of  Calhcilia 
truth.  And,  when  they  whom  the  sacred  ties  of  con- 
sanguinity should  have  led  to  share  their  abundance  with 
her  and  her  little  ones  were  unnioved  by  the  wauts  of  her 
situation,  he  nobly  exerted  himself  for  their  assistance,  and 
Btill  more  nobly  offered  to  supply  aJl  her  necessities  from 
the  ample  means  of  himself  and  his  brother.  Such  friend- 
ship was  not  lost  upon  a  lady  of  Mrs.  Seton's  elevated  senti- 
ments, nor  upon  a.  Cliristian  of  her  accomplished  virtue. 
She  fully  appreciated  all  that  had  been  done  in  her  behalf, 
as  well  as  the  prospect  of  still  further  kindness,  and  she 
know  that  only  a  brother's  heart  could  bavo  prompted  such 
a  course.  She  therefore  called  him  brother,  and  enter- 
tuned  for  him  the  feelings  of  a  sister;  but  the  sincerity 
and  warmth  of  her  gratitude  can  be  undcnitood  only  from 
the  eloquent  and  inimitable  language  which  she  herself  haa 
employed  iu  depicting  it.  In  a  letter  addressed  to  him  o& 
the  14th  of  March  ensuing,  the  annivereaiy  of  her  abjurd- 
tiou  of  Protestantism,  she  says; — "My  dear  Antonio,  this 
day  cannot  be  passed  over  without  offering  soiue  part  of  it 
to  ray  dear  brother,  who  has  largely  shared  the  happiness  it 
commemorates.  Do  you  remember  when  you  curried  the 
f  little  wandering  sheep  to  the  fold,  and  led  it  to  the 
feot  of  its  tender  shepherd  'i  Whose  warning  voice  first 
■aid,  '  My  sister,  you  are  iu  the  broad  way,  and  not  iu  the 
right  one'  ?    Antonio's.     Who  begged  me  to  seek  the  right 
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jou,  my  becoming  a  Catholic  was  n  very  simple  conae(|aenoQ 

of  going  to  a  Catholic  country,  where  it  was  imposaiblc  for 
■oy  one,  intereated  in  B.ay  religion,  uot  to  see  the  wide  dif- 
ference between  the  first  established  fuith,  given  itud  tuunded 
by  our  Lord  and  bis  apostles,  and  the  variouB  forms  it  hu 
■ince  takeo  ;  and,  as  I  hud  always  delighted  in  readiog  tlie 
Stiriptures,  I  had  so  deep  an  impression  of  the  mysteries  of 
divine  revelation,  that,  though  full  of  the  sweet  thought  thet 
every  good  and  wcll-Qieaning  soul  was  right,  I  was  iJetcr- 
mined,  when  I  cawc  home,  both  in  duty  to  my  children  and 
my  own  soul,  to  learn  all  I  was  capable  of  underatanding  oil 
the  subject.  If  ever  a  soul  did  make  a  fair  inquiry,  our 
God  knows  that  mine  did,  and  every  day  of  life  increases 
more  and  more  my  gratitude  to  him  for  having  made  me 
what  I  am.  Certainly,  though,  it  was  the  knowledge  of  the 
Frotestsnt  doctrine  with  regard  to  faith'"'  that  made  lue  a 
Catholic;  fur,  as  soon  as  on  iiiquiiy  I  found  that  Episco- 
palians did  not  think  everybody  right,  I  was  convinced  my 
safe  plan  was  to  unite  with  the  Church  in  which,  at  all 
events,  they  admitted  that  I  would  fiad  salvation,  and 
where  also  I  would  be  secure  of  the  apostolic  succession, 
as  well  as  of  the  many  conaolationa  which  no  other  religion 
but  the  Catholic  can  afford.  The  whole  is,  that  with  the 
convictions  of  my  conscience,  my  salvation  depended  on 
embracing  the  Catholic  faith.  I  never  obtrude  my  thoughts 
on  the  subject,  but  leave  all  to  their  own  light  and  grace, 
while  I  enjoy  mine.  A  true  joy  to  me,  indeed,  the  daily 
morning  sacrifice,  and  our  frequent  and  daily  communion, 
when  prepared!  What  a  contrast  to  the  morning  sleep  in 
former  daj-s !  It  has  been  my  wealth  in  poverty  and  joy 
in  deepest  affliction."  Notwithstanding  this  prudential 
source  on  the  part  of  Mrs.  Seton,  she  was  liable  to  the  usual 
tnnoyances  of  those  who  are  disposed  to  assail  the  tinith 
^inthout  being  willing  to  respect  its  claims.      Under  those 
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n-law,  as  a.  person  in  nhoae  virtuous  training  she  took  a 
most  lively  interest.  She  was  very  yauDg,  possessed  of  great 
personal  attractions,  and  equally  remarkable  for  the  swect- 
neBS  of  her  manners  and  the  piety  uf  her  disposition.  We 
may  form  sumo  idea  of  the  affuctionute  and  virtuouH  intimacy 
that  esiated  between  her  and  Mrs.  Seion  from  the  following 
not<:,  which,  she  received  from  the  latter  in  October  of  the 
■ame  year. 
m  "The  sweetest  and  even  the  most  innocent  pleasures 
bnickly  pass  in  this  life,  and  the  dear  momenta  of  peace  and 
~love  enjoyed  with  ray  Cecilia  this  morning  appear  only  as  k 
dream.  Bnt,  as  a  dream  pleasing  and  soothing  to  the  mind 
often  gives  it  a  foretaste  of  something  it  earnestly  covets,  so 
my  heart  turns  to  the  dear  hope  that  it  may  one  day  enjoy 
your  society  even  in  this  world;  or,  if  otherwise  urdaiued 
bj  our  dear  and  Heavenly  Father,  the  more  certain  hope  of 
an  eternal  union  before  his  throne  cannot  fail  us  but  by  our 
own  negligence  and  perversion,  gainst  which  we  must  pray 
literally  without  ceasing, — without  ceasing,  in  every  occur- 
rence and  employment  of  our  lives.  You  know,  I  mean 
that  prayer  of  the  heart  which  is  independent  of  place  or 
sitnation,  or  which  is  rather  a  habit  of  lifting  up  the  heart 
to  God,  as  in  a  constant  communication  with  him;  as,  for 
instance,  when  you  go  to  your  studies,  you  look  up  to  him 
with  sweet  complacency,  and  think,  O  Lord,  how  worthless 
ia  this  knowledge,  if  it  were  not  for  the  enlightening  my 
mind  and  improving  it  to  thy  service,  or  for  being  uioro 
useful  to  my  fellow-creatures,  and  enabled  to  fill  the  part 
thy  providence  may  appoint  me !  When  going  into  society, 
or  mixing  with  company,  appeal  to  him  who  sees  your 
heart  and  knowa  how  much  rather  you  would  devote  to 
bim ;  but  say,  dear  Iflrd,  you  have  placed  me  hero,  and  I 
must  yield  to  them  whom  you  have  placed  me  in  subjection 
:   oh  keep  my  heart  from  all  that  would  separate  me 
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InsltucLions  and  heavenly  precepla  wfi  read  together  the 
bojipj  night  we  last  BDJojeii.  ...  My  Cecilia,  I  beg,  bii- 
eeeeh,  implore  you,  to  offer  up  all  your  paina,  your  BorrowH 
and  vexations,  to  God,  that  he  will  unite  theiu  with  the  sor- 
rows, the  pangij,  and  anguish,  which  our  ndured  Itcdocmei 
bore  for  us  on  the  cross,  and  entreat  that  a  drop  of  that 
precious  blood  there  shed  may  fail  on  you  to  enlight-en, 
ftrcngtheo,  and  support  your  soul  in  this  life  Bud  insure 
its  eternal  salvation  in  the  nest.  He  knows  all  our  weak- 
ness and  the  failings  of  our  hearts.  As  the  father  pities 
Ilia  own  children  he  pities  us,  and  has  himself  declared 
that  he  never  will  forsake  the  soul  that  confides  in  his 

In  this  communication  Mrs.  Seton  exhorts  her  beloved 
relative  in  a  particular  manner  to  pray,  and  in  this  spirit  to 
offer  her  sufferings  in  uniou  with  those  of  the  Son  of  Ood, 
because  she  knew  well  that  fervent  and  persevering  prayer 
is  never  rejected  by  the  Almighty,  and  would  be  the  surest 
means  of  oblaining  for  her  sister  the  graces  which  her  situa- 
tion needed.  But  as  her  illness  was  growing  worse,  and  she 
had  as  yet  taken  no  decisive  step  for  the  change  of  her  re- 
ligion, Mra.  Seton  begun  to  fear  lest  she  herself  had  been  de- 
ficient in  doing  what  duty  required  for  the  conversion  of 
her  aiater;  and,  surrounded  as  tbe  invalid  was  by  her  Protettt- 
ant  connections,  who  could  not  endure  the  mention  of 
Catholicity  among  them,  she  was  at  a  loss  t«  know  precisely 
how  to  act  under  these  circumstances.  She  therefore  ap- 
plied for  advice  to  the  Bev.  Mr.  Cheverua,  who  sent  her  the 
following  answer: — 

BosTDH,  January  26,  IBOA 

"DiA*  Madam: — 

I  must  tell  you  first  that  your  conscience  onght  to  be 
free  from  soniplea  about  the  past,  since  yoa  have  done  in 
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ihe  onninting  nf  the  sicIe  in  St.  JameH,  and  if  elio  dosirns 
it,  and  it  can  be  done,  procure  to  her  the  blefeaiiif^  of  re- 
ceiving the  last  Eacraments.  Could  they  be  hard-hearted 
[gh  to  reiuse  such  a  request,  and  at  such  a  time  ?     The 


whole  t 


light  of  their  displea 


1  fall  upnn  yoa,  but 
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God  has  given  you  strength  to  bear  it,  i 
ameada  by  his  inl^rior  consolations.  It  is  probable,  how- 
ever, that  you  will  not  find  an  opportunity  of  accomplishing 
this.  Should  it  unhappily  be  the  case,  yoa  will  have  no- 
thing to  reproach  yourself  with ;  for  if  you  attempt  to  do 
more  than  the  above,  it  ix  almust  certain  that  you  will  be 
hindered  from  doing  any  thing  at  all. 

"  Your  beloved  sister  baa  been  made  by  baptism  a,  mcni- 
ber  of  the  Church.  Wilful  error,  I  have  reason  to  think, 
has  never  separated  her  from  that  sacred  body.  Her  mji- 
gvtar  innocence  of  mind  and  ardent  picfff  have  also,  very 
likely,  preserved  her  from  offending  God  in  any  grievous 
manner;  and  I  hopo,  in  consequence,  that  even  if  she  can- 
not receive  the  saenunents  she  will  be  a  member  of  the 
triumphant  Church  in  heaven,  although  it  would  be  to 
her  AD  unspeakable  advantage  to  receive  the  sacraments, 
and  would  render  her  salvation  more  secure.  Dreadful  in- 
deed is  the  situation  of  those  who,  being  cut  off  from  the 
Church,  or  having  offended  the  Almighty,  depart  from  this 
world  without  those  heavenly  remedies  which  the  Churoh 
bos  in  store  for  her  dying  children.  Happy  those  who  like 
you  feel  their  heart  wann,  and  abound  with  joy  and  peace 
in  the  breaking  of  the  heavenly  bread,  in  the  celebration 
of  the  holy  festivals," 

By  this  wise  direction  Mrs.  Seton  was  equally  consoled 
and  instmcted  in  the  course  she  was  to  pursue.  She  was 
to  make  every  effort  consistent  with  a  discreet  and  enlight- 
ened zeal  to  procure  for  her  beloved  relative  the  consula- 
Lons  of  the  sacramentH ;  but,  in  the  event  of  this  being 
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left  her  unproviJed  for  in  the  world ;  and  for  a  generoua 
Bud  affectionate  heart  like  hers,  and  for  a  ;oung  person  in 
the  bloom  of  youth,  bciug  only  fourteen  jears  of  age,  of 
deUcat«  health,  and  the  favorite  of  her  family,  it  is  difficult 
to  conceive  how  cruel  must  have  been  the  pung  that  thuH 
severed  the  ties  of  nature.  But  the  Almighty  seems  to 
have  selected  her  as  an  occasioa  of  signalizing  hia  tender 
mercies  and  displaying  the  wondrous  efficacy  of  his  grace. 
She  regretted  the  loss  of  friends  who  had  always  been  dear 
to  her;  but  well  convinced  that  her  friends  and  relatives 
oould  not  justify  her  at  the  tribunal  of  God,  if  she  resisted 
the  known  truth  and  the  inspirations  of  divine  grace,  she 
accounted  all  the  cuusiderations  of  flesh  and  blood  as  worth- 
less in  comparison  with  the  securing  of  her  eternal  interests, 
and  resolutely  declared  to  her  family  that  she  had  biHMimc  a 
Catholic,  and  that  nothing  vruuld  ever  break  the  hands  thdt 
united  her  to  the  true  Church  Her  conduct  throughout 
this  trying  ordeal  evinced  a  heroism  worthy  jf  the  bn^ht 
est  days  of  Christianity.  Kxcluded  from  the  protei  tun  cf 
her  relatives,  who  solemnly  avowed  that  she  should  uc.\er 
le-enter  their  houses  or  be  suffered  to  associate  with  her 
family,  Miss  Seton  sought  a  refuge  under  the  humble  but 
hospitable  roof  of  her  sister-in  law  Hero  she  was  welcomed 
with  open  arms;  and  these  two  pious  and  fenent  souls 
fouud,  in  the  enjoyment  of  each  other's  society,  a  support 
under  the  heavy  crosses  which  they  had  to  endure,  and  a 
mutual  encouragement  to  the  faithful  and  coustant  practice 
of  duty.  The  reception  of  the  youthful  convert  into  her 
house,  although  a  matter  of  duty  for  Mre.  Seton  under  ex- 
isting circumstances,  became  the  occasion  of  increased  aver- 
■ion  for  her  on  the  part  of  her  connections.  Some  of  tbom 
would  not  permit  even  their  children  to  speak  to  her  or  ben, 
while  others  barely  allowed  her  to  enter  their  dwellingg. 
Even  they  who  professed  to  be  the  ministers  of  charity, 
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uti  wLo  iojie  with  reason  to  meet  each  other  hercafler  in 
h\a  eteraal  kingdom." 

Among  the  eliief  sources  of  corofcrt  which  Mrs.  Suton 
enjoyed  iu  her  affliction  was  the  society  of  the  piooa, 
xmiable,  and  accomplished  family  of  Mr.  James  IJurry,  a.  le- 
■pectable  merchant  of  New  York.  With  all  the  irarnith 
and  generoHitj  of  the  Irish  character,  they  anited  a  spirit 
of  religion  and  blandncss  of  maoDer  which  entitled  them 
to  universat  respect  and  esteciu.  Tbey  were  honored  with 
the  particnlar  Mcndahip  of  Bishop  Carroll.  Mrs.  Sebin 
was  a  frequent  visitor  at  their  residence,  where  she  was 
■Iwajra  welcome,  and  often  enjoyed  their  bonnteous  and  cor- 
dial hospitdity;  at  the  same  time  availing  heisclf  of  their 
intelligence  and  piety  to  seek  advice  in  the  moment  of 
need.  These  attentions  which  she  received  from  the  Barry 
family  were  always  gratefally  remembered.  In  writing  lo 
■  friend  about  this  time,  she  allndes  with  a  spirit  of  thank- 
foloeas  lo  the  "Barrys,  whoso  tenderness  and  attention  lo 
the  poor  fanatic,"  she  says,  "are  my  sweetest  earthly 
pleasure." 

From  bcr  corespondence  with  the  Messrs.  Filicchi  she 
also  derived  much  comfort  and  enconragemcnt.  Writing 
to  her  from  Loudon,  November  3,  1806,  in  answer  to  a 
letter  from  her,  in  which  she  probably  mentioned  the  in- 
ereased  opposition  on  tbo  part  of  ber  faniily,  Mr.  Antonio 
sends  her  the  most  fervent  exhortation  to  persevere  in  the 
noble  fortitude  which  she  had  already  displayed,  "  If 
ble)i6ed  are  those  who  are  in  tears,"  he  says,  "  you,  my  be- 
loved  sister,  are  blessed  indeed.  Conrage  and  perseverance  I 
Th(  crown  of  everlasting  glory  awaits  only  those,  you  know, 
wbc  persevere  to  the  end.  .  .  .  Pray  for  your  persecutors. 
Tonr  forbearance,  your  fortitude,  your  charity,  your  piety, 
Vill  put  them  to  the  blush  at  last.  If  not,  Qud  and  I  are 
youi  protectors — of  whom  shouldst  thou  he  afraid  ?"'''    Tha 
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intelligence  r)f  hie  safe  arrival  in  Leghorn,  in  the  midst  of 
Lia  familj,  filled  her  heart  with  juy  and  gratitude,  tind  sha 
bastcned  to  spread  the  news  among  her  friends.  "What 
could  I  do,"  she  writea  to  him,  "but  say  Te  Dcnnt;  first 
carry  the  letter  to  Mrs.  Bariy,  then  to  Mr.  Hurley,  or  rather 
to  our  family  of  pastors,  who  shared  my  joy,  gave  thanks  for 
yonr  oscape,  and  admired  that  ProTideace  who  provides  aueh 
a  brother  foi  the  poor  little  forsaken  woman,  and  pennittod 
her  to  go  the  next  morning  to  communion,  to  offer  the 
tbanke^iving  of  inestimable  value  'i  With  my  whole  soul  I 
did  so  "  The  escape  to  which  she  aJludea  was  a  provi- 
dential deliverance  of  Mr,  Filicchi  from  a  most  perilous 
Bituation  while  crossing  the  Alps  on  his  way  to  Italy.  The 
account  of  this  circumstance,  which  he  sent  to  Mrs.  Seton, 
is  equally  honorable  to  his  piety  as  a  Christian,  and  indi- 
cative of  the  profoond  veneration  which  he  entertained  foi 
her  character  as  a  servant  of  God. 

"On  the  dreadful  summit  of  Mount  Cenis,  on  the  Alps, 
on  my  way  into  Italy,  I  truly  did  attribute  to  the  efficacy 
of  jour  prayers  in  my  behalf  the  preservation  of  mj  limbs 
and  life.  I  was  in  the  diligence,  or  mail-stage  with  four 
wheels  and  four  horses,  descending  the  mountain  in  a  dark, 
wintiy  night,  blowing  and  snowing,  and  every  thing  uvund 
us  covered  with  snow.  We  had  a  light  to  guide  our  path; 
but  on  a  sudden,  by  the  carelessness  of  our  driver,  the  light 
was  put  out,  and  we  found  ourselves  in  the  most  imminent 
danger  of  missing  our  way  and  falling  over  the  precipice 
The  driver  declared  that  he  was  not  able  to  discern  his 
path.  We  were  ail  in  the  pangs  of  death.  We  could  not 
alight,  we  could  not  walk  in  the  depth  of  the  snow,  we  could 
not  capect  any  human  succor,  and  were  forced  to  go  on, 
trembling  at  each  step  of  our  horses,  as  if  about  to  tumbla 
down  into  the  abyss.  A  French  lady,  our  fellow-travollei 
with  an  officer,  was  in  a  fit  of  convulsions,  when  most  nnex- 
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pecteJIy  a  lantern  appeared  of  a  poor  shepherd  coming  up 
oiountaia  as  a  guardian  angel  to  save  us.     It  was  on 
L  Monday  night,  the  8th  of  December,  the  day  of  the  fe^ira! 
lur  BleBsed  Lady's  Conception.     Early  in  that  morning, 
(hey  had  all  Itugiied  at  my  going  to  mass;    but  fear  dreif 
tfterward  fiom  their  lips,  against  their  will,  the  awfal  ao- 
bnowledgment  of  their  forsaken  principles  of  religion.     1 
looked  immediately  od  you  as  my  principal  iutercessor,  an<i 
fou  must  have  had  certainty  a  great  share  in  my  dcliver- 
mce.      What  wonder,  then,  in  my  readiness  to  be  serviee- 
i  to  you  ?     Through  your  good  example,  they  find  mt 
t  a  better  Chriatian  than  I  was,  and  through  you  my 
I  mercantile  ooncerns  are  blessed  by  God  with  an  uninter- 
rDpt«d  success.     1  shall  not  therefore  be  so  foolish  as  to  de- 
sert your  cause.    Pray  only  our  Divine  Kedeemer  to  estenrt 
his  mercy  toward  me,  for  the  most  important  welfare  in  oui 
next  life.     If  1  have  been  happy  enough  to  be  the  instm 
ment  of  introducing  you  to  the  gate  of  the  true  Ohufch  of 
I  Christ  here  below,  keep  me  fast  by  you  when  ealled  up 
I'  Bturs  :  we  must  enter  together  into  heaveD.     Aiuen."     To 
I  realize  this  blessed   hope  was  the  oojecl  of  Mrs.  Seton's 
I  irdent  prayers. 

Amid  the  difficulties  of  her  position  she  was  comforted 

especially  by  the  expressions  of  regard  and  friendship  which 

she  received  from  Bishop  Cajroll  and  the  Bev.  Mr.  Chevenis. 

The  former,  writing  to  her,  under  date  of  May  23,  1807, 

aftet  giving  his  opinion  on  a  matter  of  business,  thus  speaks 

I  <rf  her  and  her  situation  ; — "I  would  add,  if  you  stood  thp 

least  in  need  of  any  motives  which  I  could  suggest,  my  er 

I  oouragement  to  you  to  persevere  in  the  exercise  of  your  col 

I   itancy,  under  the  trials  to  which  you  have  been  subjected 

[nnoe  our  separation.*  Though  you  are  persecuted  for  obey- 
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ing  the  dictntcii  of  your  coQAcicnce,  and  are  nut  allowed  t4) 
spc.ik  witb  freedom  to  persona  dear  and  eluHely  allied  to  yoo, 
yet  your  example,  and  patient,  I  may  add,  joyful  aafferiag, 
iniiHt  produce  and  bave  already  wnrked  their  effect  on  the 
cooBcieaces  of  tbem  who  place  a  higher  value  ou  their  salva- 
tioQ  than  all  earthly  things.  For  j/our  perseTCraaco  I  feci 
no  apprehension  ;  but  great  is  my  solicitude  for  those  who 
are  debarred  from  receiving  the  iostructioD  you  could  so 
well  givo  them,  and  deprived  of  the  bread  of  life;  but  still 
I  trust  in  Cod's  fatherly  goodness  toward  tbem,  who  is  so 
able  (o  counteract  the  impcdimeats  and  delusions  wbii:b 
human  prudence  or  errors  east  in  the  way  of  his  favored  ser- 
vants." He  then  begs  to  be  remembered  by  her  childrea, 
to  whose  "ioDocent  prayers"  he  attaches  great  importance. 
Bishop  Carroll,  although  he  gave  Mrs.  Seton  the  strongest 
evidences  of  the  high  esteem  which  he  had  for  her,  was 
careful  to  tnainbua  her  ia  the  path  of  humility,  coDviuced 
that  by  this  meaos  only  could  she  be  preserved  from  spi- 
ritual sbipwTeok.  He  therefore  telli  her : — "  Whatever  I 
lenra  or  hoar  of  you  increases  my  solicitude,  respect,  and 
admiration.  But  attribute  no  merit  to  yourself  on  this  ae- 
count.  Whatever  is  estimable  in  yon,  either  by  nattuie  yr 
grace,  is  Qod's  gift  and  his  property ;  and  it  is  beneath  the 
dignity  of  a  Christian,  who  has  cvar  meditated  on  the  folly 
as  well  as  the  criminality  of  pride,  to  glory  in  that  whioh 
belongs  nut  to  hira." 

During  his  stay  in  New  York,  Mrs,  Seton  fuand  a  faith- 
ful friend  in  the  Uev.  Mr.  Hurley,  who,  as  she  expreaseti  it, 
was  "  rigid  and  severe  in  a  calm,  hut,  whenever  ^he  had  any 
trouble,  most  indulgent  and  conipasa innate."  She  koeit 
well  how  to  appreciate  the  good-will  and  kind  assistance  of 
him  and  bo  many  others  who  were  truly  interested  in  her 
real  happiness.  In  the  midst  of  friends  whom  religion  had 
Bubetituted  for  those  whom  the  world  had  taken  away,  the 
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KtittorncBB  of  her  trials  eeemed  to  be  forgotteD,  and  tier  eonl 

rttnjnjed  a  delightful  peace.     She  thus  alludes  to  this  aul>- 

1  ject  in  a  lelter  lo  Mr.  Anthony  Pilicchi ; — "  Upon  my  word, 

I  it  iH  veiy  pleasant  to  have  the  name  of  being  poraccuted, 

Bnd  jet  enjoy  the  aweeteat  favors ;  to  be  poor  and  wretched, 

and  yet  be  rich  and  happy ;  neglected  and  forsaken,  yet 

cherished  and  tenderly  indulged  by  God's  luost  favored 

Sorvanta  and  friends.      If  now  your  sister  did  not  wear 

Lbr  meet  cheeriul  and  contented  couatenanee  she  would  be 

H|Uideed  a  hypocrite.     '  Rejoice  ia  the  Lord  always.'     Re- 

^Ejoiue,  rejoice." 

^E  Animated  with  such  Beotiments,  Mrs.  Seton's  oonstant 
H'tffort  was,  according  to  the  advice  of  the  apostle,  to  "  over- 
F  eotne  evil  with  good,"  and,  by  showing  in  her  actions  the 
excellence  of  the  faith  to  which  she  had  been  admitted,  to 
anbdue  the  anchristiaii  spirit  arrayed  against  her.  Her 
sister  Cecilia  walked  closely  in  her  footsteps,  adhering  faith- 
full;  to  the  advice  of  her  spiritoal  direct<jrs,  to  illustrate  in 
her  conduct  and  in  the  purity  of  her  life  the  beauty  of  that 
religion  which  she  had  enibraced.  The  instruction  which 
the  Rev.  Mr.  Hurley  gave  her  on  this  subject*  will  be  useful 
to  all  who  read  it  in  a  spirit  of  Christian  submission.  After 
alluding  to  the  liappiuess  of  serving  fiod,  he  says  ; — "  It  is 

I  this  which  you  are  in  quest  of,  and  which,  being  humble 
■  /of  heart,  you  will  assuredly  find.  Your  setting  out  in  thia 
P  pursuit  was  strongly  marked  with  the  divine  prcdilectiou ; 

II  ind,  as  it  was  then  my  duty  to  observe  it,  the  some  duty 
now  compels  me  to  remind  you  of  it,  and  to  admonish  yon 
that  in  all  things  you  give  proof  of  the  snnctity  of  your 

,  TiKntion,  and  vitidicute,  by  your  exemplary  conduct,  by  your 

nbmission,  your  humility  and  patience,  that  holy  religion 

a  whose  mysteries  you  have  been  now  so  long  initiated. 


letter  frum  Ptailadnlpliis,  datod  Auguel  29,  131)7 
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It  God 
ful  ia  alliia  waj-.  lie  Il:i? 
the  wondera  of  his  uh'itv.  !i 
li'ctit  Todnul.i  ..I"  y<w 
ver.ince,  T  (huriiiit.  Tlii'  lli 
my  iiiiiiJ  lid  a   ti'iii)it!itiiin.       Y^iir  il<  ^Miiiment 

ihi'  ciiliri^  i.r  llm^e  vi,-i^silm!fs  with  wlii.li 

nil  )iip:>i   bull   Tisilt'i!  Jim,'   prt-HiuIrs  :iii\^^HiDhallDWt' 

iJivi     Jttit  Vf  iK-iiT  ciiii  Ih.>  liH.)  L-iiiiiiiiii~.  ^^^Hironmspci 

aa  .-.iir  »i..';.ii>iii  in  Diri^l  Jvmi: 

which  jiiH  h:i\r  -i,  i;liirioa.Jy  •-•iii.-v.-d  i^  :it  the  bej 

0(W  uiic.  !ii;il  In-Mivwi'i!  vvilli  ihtfitiillii's  wHgMjfJ 

p»il  n-Irh.     Til  iiK'i.nKu'-  tlirm  ir.'  ha>r  iiulJ^H  great  c 

eulilimii-lliiil  i.KV  M. .•(>')  iiirr  tlii'iii  l..'l'.'|QPuithe  for 

w;iriHMl  l,i.-  iJi-iiiiU-  ih^it  :,11  nil.,  ^h.iiil.l  fraiydesl 

iiiiuw..iild<iR-iiniitiTi)iciii  iiNi.;  tliiit  !l,i;yaret])l 


ti.Ii'n.i.iii;  Ilii'i.i  fmurt  i:l..rv-^!u.iilii  |.f       

. ._    wliat  i;ijji^r.iJnii  taiiUiiiiuiiiittij  th:it  ^''■^BB™  from  tKu 
VrUW-'?  sonrl^^^i^cry  gooMUbi  that  W^nat  wbicfe 
fe   everl  and   fri  uh   alorn' 

w  aud  gia  '  lou,  inj  dear  cHIM.  (la^ 

e'       __    bead  ol'  .ring.     Yon  haii   |.        ipaied  of  iis 

p-  ~" .  iraters,  i*"^  !e  esperieneed  its  |  'i>ting,  Bubli- 
irr.i.u.  .:r.  ..-  t'rilu,,.-  I  l,:,,rkvny..iir^niide  toil';  m.y. 
havo  ;i.h„ii.i-t.ii-<l  1,,  _V'U  i!-  rvlVe.-hii.'L;  [-a-tii'Ms,  If  s,.,  k-t 
mu  huvv:  thi,  ..iiid'uit,  UiQl  llkiiv  auil  lliTtafler,  to  tiiid  that 
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ly  snbRcrvieucy  has  been  profitable,  baa  been  effectual.  R» 
iBUjmher  tte  17tli  of  June.*  It  stands  recorded  in  hewec. 
in  your  heart.  Meritless  as  I  am,  witness  of 
lHio  transactioDS  of  that  day,  others  bear  witness  hkewise 
i^When  we  shall   be  called   upon,  may  we   be  found  side- 

ode  !" 

By  a  strict  obseryance  of  the  eicellent  counsels  here  im- 
parted, Miss  Seton  became  "a  beautiful  ornament"  of  the 
religion  which  she  professed,  and  eventually  regained  the 
idmiration  even  of  those  who  thought  her  wisdom  folly.  A 
^dy  of  her  acquaintance,  who  was  much  attached  to  her, 
javing  become  dangerously  ill,  she  visited  her  daily,  and 
nureed  her  with  the  most  assiduons  care.f  Here  it  waa,  at 
the  deathbed  of  a  common  friend,  that  Miss  Seton  had  an 
opportunity  of  meeting  her  relatives ;  and  such  was  the  sweet 
submissive ness  of  manner  and  prudence  of  behavior  exhibited 
by  her  on  this  occasion,  that  she  completely  conquered  the 
oppoeilion  of  her  family,  who  all  invited  her  to  return  among 
them.  If  Mrs.  Seton  did  not  experience  the  same  partial 
justice  at  their  hands,  it  was  not  from  a  want  of  charitable 
and  kind  deportment  in  their  regard.  When,  in  the  circum- 
stance just  related,  or  at  other  times,  she  met  with  those  of 
her  connections  who  had  placed  themselves  in  a  hostile  posi- 
she  manifested  the  same  cordiality  and  affection  as  if 
lad  no  cause  for  complaint.     But  what  waa  denied  on 


ir  he  retftf 


f  Mn.  Selon   Htso  neiiEted  Ibis  UAf  in  )ier  last  momenU,  nnd  t 

■paakaofberdepsrlarefromUilxiDrld;— "Ob,howB»rull>tUhou[pn< 

Wilhout  turameiit.  without  faith  I    Tomfied.  impatienl,  wmtcbod!    U 

^^lul    *e  a>er  praiie  enough  tbnt  mercy  which  has  placed  ui  in 
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"''Hi''      I 
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ing  happiness.  And  then,  how  cnme  this  knowlG(Ij.'G  to  my 
Boul  ?  whose  blessed  haoda  ^ided  it  to  its  only  treasare  ' 
who  cn«wnraged  it  when  sinking,  and  drew  it  on  when  afniid 
of  i(3  own  salvation?  And  my  darling  children — I  teauh 
Ihcm  to  consider  you  too  the  source  of  all  our  consolation." 
As  a  truly  Christiaa  mother,  Mrs.  Seton  allowed  nothing, 
aftei  the  salvation  of  her  own  soul,  to  occupy  so  impEjrtaut  a 
place  in  her  thoughts  and  plans  as  the  spiritual  welfare  of 
her  children.  They  haj  entered  with  her  into  the  fold  of 
truth;  and  she  taught  them,  both  by  word  and  example,  to 
prize  this  gift  of  faith  above  every  worldly  coiisidcnitioQ. 
So  natural  aod  alfectiouate  was  the  matiuer  iu  which  she' 
endeavored  to  impress  upon  their  youthful  minds  the  obliga- 
tion of  serving  Ood,  that  it  could  uot  fail  t^  produce  its 
Iiill  effect.  Ueligion  aod  duty  were  subjects  not  reserved 
only  for  the  class  of  catechism  or  the  moment  of  prayer; 
they  were  frequently  suggested  to  their  attention.  From 
the  words  of  the  parent,  exhaling  on  every  befitting  occnaion 
the  spirit  of  fervent  piety,  her  offiipring  imbibed  a  love  of 
virtue,  and  learned  how  to  appreciate  its  inestimable  bless- 
ings. Nothing  can  surpass  the  admirable  tact  with  which 
Mrs.  Seton  conciliated  the  warm  affection  of  her  children, 
«nd  directed  her  influcoce  over  them  to  the  glory  of  Ood 
■nd  their  personal  sanctification.  Her  language  was  such 
as  to  inspire  them  with  noble  sentiments  and  virtaous  aspi- 
ntionaj  to  make  them  sensible  that  their  highest  reward 
•was  to  be  found  iu  the  good-will  of  a  loving  parent,  and  in 
the  consciousness  of  having  fulfilled  their  duty  to  Almighty 
God.  In  answering  a  note  which  she  hud  received  from  her 
^de»t  daughter,  then  ten  years  of  age,  she  says: — "Your 
little  letter  gave  juy  to  my  heart,  which  loves  you  more  than 
I  can  express,  and  earnestly  ptnya  to  our  dear  Lord  Jesus  to 
bless  you  and  make  you  his  own,"  On  another  occasion, 
while  her  daughter  was  receiving  iustructiuns  from  the  Rev. 


Mr,  Ilurloj,  probablj  as  a  preparation  for  her  first  com- 
maiiioii,  Mra.  Seton  wrote  to  her  in  the  following  words: — 

"  My  daruno  Daughter  : — 

"  You  muet  not  he  uneasy  at  not  seeing  me  either  yester- 
day or  to-day.  To-morrow  I  hope  to  bold  you  to  my  heart, 
which  praya  for  jou  incessantly  that  God  may  give  you 
grace  to  use  well  the  precious  hours  of  this  week;  and,  I  re- 
peat, you  have  it  in  your  power  to  make  me  the  happiest 
of  mothers,  and  to  be  my  sweet  comfort  through  every  sor- 
row, or  to  occasion  the  heaviest  affliction  to  my  poor  soul 
that  it  can  meet  with  in  this  world;  and,  as  your  example 
will  have  the  greatest  influenae  on  your  dear  little  sisters 
also,  and  jou  do  not  know  how  soon  you  may  be  in  the  place 
of  their  mother  to  thera,  your  doing  your  duty  faithfutiy  is 
of  the  greatest  consequence,  besides  what  you  owe  to  God 
and  your  own  soul.  .  .  .  Pray  him,  supplicate  him,  to  make 
you  his  own.  .  .  .  Remember  that  Mr.  Hurley  is  now  io  the 
place  of  God  to  you  r  receive  his  iaatmctions  as  from  heaven, 
as  no  doubt  your  dear  Saviour  has  appointed  them  as  the 
meajiB  of  bringing  you  there." 


The  piety,  fervor,  and  unction  of  this  maternal  exhorta- 
tion sufficiently  indicate  the  ardor  and  purity  of  the  love 
that  dictated  it.  Mrs.  Seton's  great  ambition  and  happiness 
was  to  educate  her  children  as  faithful  followers  of  Joeus 
Christ.  With  thip  view  her  two  sons,  as  we  have  before 
stated,  were  placed  at  Georgetown  College,  their  location  at 
Montreal  being  then  impracticable.  But  it  had  always  been 
the  wish  of  Mr.  Anthony  Filicchi,  their  generous  friend  and 
benefactor,  that  they  should  be  raised  at  the  institution  in 
Montreal;  and  he  gave  their  mother  a  distant  hope  that  eita 
herself,  with  her  little  girls,  might  be  admitted  into  a  oonvcut 
there,  aud  employ  her  talenta  in  the  instruction  of  yoDth 
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while  bbr  cliildren  would  have  the  facility  of  being  (bo- 

roughly  traioed  in  the  knowledge  and  practice  of  the  Catholic 
refigioD.  This  hope  Mrs.  Seton  indulged  rather  aa  a  delight- 
ful dream  than  as  a  prospei:t  to  be  subsequently  realized, 
becauB«"  it  appeared  to  her  too  much  happiness  to  be  enjoyed 
duriug  her  earthly  pilgrimage.  But  bcr  thoughts  were 
more  practically  directed  to  it  by  the  Rev.  William  Valen- 
tine Dubourg,  President  of  St.  Mary's  College  in  Baltimore. 
He  became  acquainted  with  her  in  the  following  way.  Hay. 
ing  viaitcd  the  city  of  New  York  in  the  autumn  of  1806,  ho 
was  one  moruiug  offering  up  the  holy  sacrifice  of  mass  in  St. 
Peter's  Church,  when  a  lady  presented  herself  at  the  com- 
munion-rail, and,  bathed  in  tears,  received  the  Blessed  Sacra- 
ment at  his  hands.  He  was  struck  with  the  uncommon 
deportment  and  piety  of  the  communicant,  and  when  after- 
ward seated  at  the  breakfast-table  with  the  Rev.  Mr.  Sibourd, 
one  of  the  pastors  of  the  Church,  he  inquired  who  she  waa, 
rightly  judging  in  his  mind  that  it  was  Mrs.  Seton,  of  whose 
conversioD  and  edifying  life  he  had  been  informed.  Before 
Mr.  Sibourd  had  time  to  answer  his  question,  a  gentle  tap 
at  the  door  was  heard,  and  the  next  moment  Mrs.  Seton  was 
introduced,  and  knelt  before  the  priest  of  God  to  receive  bis 
blessing.  Entering  into  conversation  with  her  respecting 
her  sons  and  her  intentions  in  tbeir  regard,  he  learned  from 
her  the  views  and  wishes  of  Mr.  Filicchi,  as  stated  above, 
and  the  remote  expectation  she  had  of  removing  herself, 
with  ber  daughters,  to  Canada.  Mr.  Dubout^,  who  was  a 
man  of  enlarged  views  and  remarkable  enterprise,  no  sooner 
became  acquainted  with  the  design  which  she  cubcrituuiMiir 
retiring  at  some  future  period  into  a  religions  community, 
for  the  welfare  of  herself  and  her  children,  than  he  su^estcd 
the  prBCtioability  of  the  scheme  within  the  limits  of  the 
United  States.  Mrs.  Seton  immediately  wrote  to  Bishop 
GBrroll,  iuform'ng  him  of  what  had  passed  between  her  and 
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After  having  weighed  the  matter  attentively,  they  came  to 
WDclueiou  that  her  Canada  acheoie  shanid  be  abaadoDedj 
and  that  it  would  be  preferable  tp  exert  her  talent'*  in  the 
way  proposed  by  Mr.  Dubourg.  Mr.  Cheveros  wrote  to  her, 
"  hoping  that  this  project  would  do  better  for  her  family,  and 
being  sure  it  woulJ  be  veiy  conducive  to  the  progress  of  re- 
ligion in  this  country."  It  wua  the  opinion,  however,  of 
]  distinguished  clergymen  that  the  execution  of  tlie  de- 
agn  should  not  he  precipitate  ;  and  they  therefore  advised 
her,  through  Mr.  Duhourg,  "  to  wait  tlie  nianifestation  of  the 
Divine  will — the  will  of  a  Father  most  tender,  who  will  not 
let  go  the  child  afraid  to  step  alone,"  The  wise  forethought 
of  Dr.  MntignoD  led  him  to  believe  that  Mre.  Seton  was 
eslled,  in  the  designs  of  God's  providence,  to  be  the  instm- 
neut  of  some  special  mercies  that  he  wished  to  dispense  to 
the  Church  in  this  country.  "  I  have  only  ta  pray  God,"  ha 
irrot«  to  her,  "to  bless  your  views  and  his,  and  to  give  yon 
the  grace  to  fulfil  them  for  his  greater  glory.  You  are  des- 
tined, I  think,  for  some  great  good  in  the  United  States,  and 
liere  yon  should  remain  in  preference  to  any  other  location 
For  the  rest,  God  has  his  moments,  which  we  must  not  seek 
to  antieipale,  and  a  prudent  delay  only  brings  to  maturity 
the  good  desires  which  he  awakens  within  us,"  Bishop  Car- 
roll, in  answer  to  Mrs.  Seton's  inquiries,  infonned  her  that, 
■Ithougb  be  was  entirely  ignorant  of  all  particulars,  yet,  to 
mpprove  the  plan  of  Mr.  Dubourg,  it  was  enough  for  him  to 
know  that  it  had  the  concurrence  of  Dr.  Matiguon  and  Mr. 
aevenis. 

Mr.  Dubourg,  whose  penetrating  mind  and  enterprising 
Ipirit  were  ao  instrumental  in  shaping  the  destiny  of  Mrs. 
Beton,  waa  born  in  17C6,  at  Cape  Franjais,  in  the  island  of 
8t  Domingo.  Having  been  sent  to  France  for  his  educa- 
tion, he  tliere  embraced  the  ecclesiastical  state,  and  went 
through  bis  course  of  study  in  a  seminary  of  St.  Sulpitiua. 
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whose  eminent  qualities  might  be  employed  witli  tbe  most 
Bignal  advantage  to  religion  and  society.  Ou  her  part,  Mrs, 
Seton  was  much  amazed  at  the  idea  of  her  being  considered 
a  fit  inBtrument  for  promoting  the  interest  of  tbe  Church ; 
because  she  was  far  from  fonning  a  just  estimate  of  her 
own  abilities.  She  knew,  however,  that  the  ways  of  God 
■re  very  different  from  those  of  men,  and  she  bowed  aubniis- 
eively  to  his  designs  in  relatioQ  to  her,  hoping  by  the  path 
of  obedience  to  ascertain  and  fulfil  them.  In  a  letter  to  Mr 
I'ilicchi,  after  stating  the  views  of  Messrs,  Matignon  and 
ChevcruB  that  she  was  destined  to  forward  the  progress  of 
the  true  faith,  she  adds  :— "  The  very  idea  19  enough  to  turn 
a  stronger  brninj  but  I  know  very  well  He  sees  differently 
from  man,  and,  as  obedience  is  his  favorite  service  and  can- 
not lead  me  wrong,  according  to  the  old  rule  I  look  neither 
behind  nor  before,  but  straight  upward,  without  thinking  of 
human  calculations."  In  this  way  she  resigned  herself  en- 
tirely into  tbe  hands  of  God,  awaiting  the  further  orders  of 
his  providence,  to  he  disposed  of  as  he  might  indicate  through 
the  voice  of  her  superiors. 

Urged  by  the  counsels  of  indiTiduaJs  ao  fully  entitled  to 
her  confidence  and  respect,  Mrs.  Seton  did  not  hesitate  to 
relinquish  the  idea  of  removiog  to  Canada.  Tbe  opinion  of 
Mr,  Philip  Filicchi,  whom  she  had  also  consulted,  fiirther  nn- 
cooragedher  in  the  renunciation  of  that  project  aud  consoled 
her  for  the  failure  of  her  hopes.  About  tbe  beginning  of 
November,  1807,  in  replying  to  a  letter  which  she  bad  re- 
ceived from  him,  she  says : — "  Your  letter  is  indeed  a  cordial 
one  I  often  read  it  to  encourage  and  strengthen  me  in  the 
disappointmeot  of  not  being  permitted  to  fulfil  tbe  so  long 
■nticipated  removal  of  my  family  to  Canada;  which  plan, 
originating  in  the  benevolence  and  precautions  of  your  Aa- 
lonio  for  our  welfare,  had  been  long  contemplated  in  my 
tetnale  fancy  (which  you  know  must  be  active^  as  ouc  of  the 
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sweet  dispofiitions  of  Proyidence  among  the  many  it  hai 
effected  for  us  through  him.  But  your  opinion,  added  tc 
the  united  sentiments  of  those  persons  whose  will  is  my  law, 
has  hanished  even  the  thoughts  of  it,  (voluntarily  indulged,) 
though  naturally  they  present  themselves  on  every  occasion 
of  difficulty  so  frequent  in  the  particular  situation  in  which 
we  are  placed.  Quite  sure  I  am,  many  would  await  us  thei  e ; 
but  they  could  scarcely  be  combined  of  materials  so  repulsive 
to  my  nature." 

While  in  this  state  of  suspense,  looking  forward  to  the 
opportunities  that  God  would  send  her  for  accomplishing  the 
plun  of  Mr.  Dubourg,  Mrs.  Seton's  position  in  New  York 
became  more  difficult  and  embarrassing.  In  the  fall  of 
1807,  the  board  of  the  students  attending  Mr.  Harris's 
school,  which  we  have  mentioned  before,  fell  short  of  the 
maintenance  of  her  family:  the  boys  who  lodged  in  her 
establishment  were  very  unfit  companions  for  her  children; 
and  their  parents,  discovering  her  inability  to  control  them, 
thought  that  the  advantages  of  their  situation  were  much 
lessened  by  this  circumstance,  and  complained  personally  on 
the  subject,  so  that  her  remaining  in  it  was  a  matter  of  favor. 
Add  to  this  that  the  academy  of  Mr.  Harris  was  to  continue 
for  three  years  longer,  Mrs.  Seton's  expenses  in  fuel  and 
house-rent  were  enormous,  her  children  were  prevented  six 
months  in  the  year  from  attending  the  services  of  the  Churchy 
and  she  herself  could  assist  at  them  only  with  inconvenience, 
though  to  be  present  at  the  offices  of  religion  was  her  only 
comfort.  In  this  state  of  things,  Mrs.  Seton,  urged  on  the 
one  hand  by  the  shortcomings  of  her  revenue  and  on  the 
other  by  the  spiritual  dangers  to  which  her  children  were 
exposed,  after  having  conferred  with  her  pious  and  enlight- 
ened friend,  Mrs.  Barry,  and  received  the  express  direction 
of  the  Rev.  Mr.  Sibourd,  wrote  to  Bishop  Carroll  to  solicit 
his  advice  in  so  important  an  emergency.     For  herself,  as 
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Rhc  said,  sbc  was  well  ossared  that  difficulties  and  crosees 
were  the  best  companions  of  a.  Christian,  and  were  [>eculiarl^ 
necessarj  to  keep  her  views  in  the  right  direution;  but  shr 
was  compelled  to  claim  his  indulgence  in  a  considenLUon  sc 
intimately  connected  with  the  happioess  of  her  dear  ones 
She  tLorefore  unfolded  to  him  all  the  circumstances  of  ber 
rase  that  she  might  he  guided  entirely  by  his  decision 
Bat  the  humble  and  filial  manner  in  which  she  approaehes 
him  is  worthy  of  particular  notice.  After  stating  the  rea- 
sons which  induce  her  to  encroach  upon  his  valuable  time, 
■l.c  says: — "Now  then,  dear  sir,  I  imagine  you  seated  in 
your  elbow-chair,  and  my  poor  self  at  your  feet;  and  in  the 
first  place  tell  you,  from  the  time  Filicchi  mentioned  bis 
resolution  tbat  my  boys  should  go  to  Montreal,  I  have  con- 
fidered  it  as  a  shelter  offered  us  by  Providence  for  the  safety 
of  my  little  girls,  in  respect  to  their  faith,  and  security  when 
it  shall  please  God  to  remove  mo  from  them.  You  know 
their  situation  and  dangers  from  tbeir  connections;  there- 
forA  it  is  useless  to  mention  it,  or  my  own  view  of  advancing 
my  own  salvation.  The  means  of  executing  this  plan 
amount  to  sis  hundred  dollars  per  a&num,  as  certain,  and 
liberty  to  claim  twice  that  sum  from  the  subscription  Filiecbi 
obtained  for  us;  also  in  the  baud^  of  Mr.  M.,  five  hundred 
dollari  present.  I  have  certainly  the  hope  that  my  talents, 
Buch  as  tbey  are,  might  be  made  useful  in  the  instruction 
of  children  and  assist  our  maintenance."  She  then  details 
tbo  difficulties  of  her  position  as  mentioned  above,  and  pro- 
ceeds with  the  following  statement; — "The  sacrifices  I 
sbonld  make  in  leaving  this  place  are  centred  in  the  dear 
Muverted  sistor,  who  now  lives  with  her  brother,  (the  other 
dear  girls  are  not  permitted  to  see  ine.l  and  the  dear  Barrys, 
w1m>  are  individually  dearer  to  me  than  any  friend  I  have. 
For  every  other  connection,  they  have  so  much  distrust  and 
Buspicion  of  my  character,  considering,  and  justly,  that 
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fulfil  your  eogogeiaents  without  exposing  yonr  dear 
daughters  to  improper  company  and  occasions  dangerous  to 
the  purity  of  their  minds,  ynu  onnht  to  take  i^Sectaal  mea- 
■OTCS  to  persuade  the  gentleman  to  coaseDl  to  release  you 
from  your  engagementa :  after  which,  motiyea  of  economical 
jundence  seem  to  require  of  you  to  make  a  trial  of  Montreal, 
after  being  well  assured  that  you  have  not  been  uiisinformcd 

to  the  expense;  for  indeed  it  is  incredible  to  me  that  it 

a  be  so  moderate." 

These  directions  from  Bishop  Carroll  were  received  by 
Mrs  Seton  about  the  beginning  of  December,  1807.  In  the 
following  spring  the  difficulties  of  her  pcnsionate  already 
mentioned  had  become  still  more  embarrassing,  and,  having 
abandoned  the  idea  of  removing  to  Canada,  she  was  patiently 
Mfaiting  the  further  manifestation  of  Divine  Providence  in 
her  regard,  sure  that  it  would  point  out  to  her  some  other 
way  when  the  proper  time  arrived.  Snch  waa  the  situation 
affairs  when  she  incidentally  met  with  the  Rev.  Mr. 
Dubourg  at  the  residence  of  a  gentleman  who  waa  their 
oommon  friend.  Mr.  Dubourg  having,  in  the  course  of  con- 
versation, mentioned  some  particulars  respecting  the  pro- 
perty of  the  college  over  which  he  presided,  and  the  vacant 
lota  of  ground  belonging  to  it,  Mrs.  Seton  remarked,  in  a 
jesting  way,  "I  will  come  and  beg."  These  careless  worda 
afterward  induced  an  explanation  of  her  exact  position  id 
New  York;  "and,"  observes  Mrs.  Seton,  "  Mr.  Dubourg,  in- 
toiBsting  himself  for  us  as  he  does  for  even  the  least  of  God's 
flreaturee  to  whom  he  may  be  useful,  said  decidedly,  'Come 
to  us,  Mr".  Seton,  we  will  assist  you  in  forming  a  plan  of  lifa 
which,  while  it  will  forward  your  viewa  of  contributing  to 
the  support  of  your  children,  will  also  shelter  them  from  the 
dangers  to  which  they  are  exposed  among  their  Protestant 
eonnections,  and  also  afford  you  much  more  consolation  in 
faith  than  jou  have  yet  enjoyed.     Wt 
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I  iuKtitutioii  which  he  proposed,  and  the  resources  wlueh  she 
I  lad  to  depend  on, 

"From  your  esteemed  faviir  received  yesterday,  I  con- 
r  oiude  there  is  do  further  obRbtulc  in  the  way  thau  the  ulti- 
3  decision  of  yuur  Now  York  friends  ae  respects  ttin 
time  of  your  removal.  I  caooot  but  approve  the  delieaoy 
>ud  moderation  with  which  you  wish  the  whole  affair  to  ba 
Dondacted  with  every  person  connected  with  you.  I  only 
My,  with  Mr.  Wilkes, '  the  sooner  will  be  the  better.'  But, 
to  be  perfectly  explicit,  and  enable  you  to  be  bo  with  your 
friends,  I  think  I  ought  to  enter  into  a  minute  detail  of  the 
parts  of  the  plan  which  I  conceive  to  be  the  niost  prudent  to 
pursue  in  the  beginning  and  in  the  sequel.  I  have  already 
stated  that  I  thought  it  premature  to  purchase  a  house.  I 
would  rent  one  for  the  fir^t  year.  This  space  of  time  would 
be  Buf&cient  to  obtain  au  aiii^wer  from  It&ly,*  and  otherwise 
to  make  a  trial  of  our  strength  and  of  our  prospects.  The 
qoestion  about  the  house  would  only  be  whether  we  should 
prefer  one  which  ia  contiguous  to  our  chapel,  but  hardly 
large  enough  to  accommodate  eight  boarders  and  your  own 
femily,  to  another  about  two  hundred  yards  distant,  in  which 
you  could  easily  lodge  twenty,  but  whose  rent  would  be  $400, 
inatead  of  S250,  which  the  former  would  be.  I  am  inclined 
r  to  think  the  smaller  house  would  be  sufficient  for  one  year, 
l%ecause  I  do  not  feel  extremely  anxious  to  see  the  number 
Ptf  your  pupils  iucrcascd  with  too  great  rapidity.  The  fewer 
you  will  have  in  the  beginning,  the  lighter  your  task,  and 
the  easier  it  wilt  be  to  establish  that  spirit  of  regularity  and 
piety  which  must  be  the  main-spring  of  your  maehine. 
.  Xhcro  are  in  the  country  enough,  and  perhaps  too  many, 
k,Vuxed  schools,  in  which  ornamental  accomplishments  are  the 
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only  olijects  of  educfttion :  we  have  nose,  thai  I  know,  whi^ra 
tfaeii  acqulititioii  la  connected  with  und  made  aabservieut  tu 
pioui  ioHtrnction ;  and  sneh  a  one  joa  cerlainlj  wish  yonrs 
to  be.  To  effect  it,  my  opinion  is  that  none  hnt  Catholio 
Kiria,  or  sneh  aa  would  be  permitted  by  their  parents  to  re- 
eeirc  S  Catholic  education,  shoald  obtain  admittance  in  it. 
True  it  is  that,  the  number  of  such  being  small,  it  woald  per- 
haps take  aercnil  years  before  the  income  of  the  pensions 
would  be  equal  to  the  expense.  To  snpply  the  doficieocy 
we  ninst  depend  on  Providence,  which  has  already  given  yon 
nufficient  enoouragcment,  in  the  generous  offers  of  jonr  Leg- 
horn friend,  to  save  ne  the  imputation  of  rashness.  If  one 
yeai'^  ezperienco  persnades  us  that  the  establishment  is 
likely  to  sncceed  in  promoting  the  grand  object  of  a  Catholio 
and  virtuoos  education,  and  if  it  pleases  Almighty  God  to 
give  yon,  your  good  Cecilia,  and  your  amiable  daughter,  a 
relish  for  your  functions  and  a  resolution  to  devote  your- 
selves to  it,  so  as  to  secure  permanency  to  the  institution, 
we  will  then  consult  UiM  about  the  means  of  perpetuating 
it,  by  the  association  of  some  other  pious  ladies  who  may  be 
animated  with  the  samo  spirit,  and  submit  all  our  ideas  to 
yonr  worthy  friends  and  protectors.  If  they  approve  of 
them,  a  lot  on  our  ground  will  not  be  wanting,  on  which  we 
may,  /iiele  hy  little,  erect  the  buildings  which  the  gradual  in- 
crease of  the  institution  may  render  necessaiy." 

Under  the  guidance  of  this  zealous  and  enlightened  eccle- 
Biastic,  Mrs  Setou  hastened  to  prepare  herself  to  set  out  for 
the  field  of  her  future  exertions.  The  day  before  she  left 
New  York,  he  wrote  to  her,  animating  her  to  enter  with  zeal 
and  confidence  upon  the  course  which  she  had  determined 
upon:  "I  remain,"  says  he,  "more  and  more  satisfied  that, 
even  were  you  to  fail  in  the  attempt  you  are  going  to  make, 
it  is  the  will  of  Ood  you  should  make  it,  so  great  is  the  num- 
ber of  circumstjinces  concurring  in  its  favor     Among  otben 
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II  tannot  help  being  struck  at  ihe  UDBaimity  of  all  your 
I  fricada,  both  worldlj  and  spiritual,  in  recommeniiing  and 
Leacouraging  it,  and  particularly  at  the  eagerness  with  which 
I  every  member  of  our  community  haa  received  the  oTertaroa 
\  I  have  made  them  on  the  subject.  There  is  not  oue  of  tny 
espected  brethren*  but  anticipates  the  greatest  advantagctt 

■  from  the  meditated  institution,  and  is  ready  to  prouiote  it  to 

■  the  full  extent  of  hia  powers.  Let  us  then  now  place  our 
whole  confidence  in  him  who  chooses  thus  to  mako  us  know 
his  holy  will,  and  be  ready  lo  meet  with  joy  every  contnidio- 
tioD  or  ill  success  which  might  attend  our  compliaDce."  After 
expressing  his  approbation  of  Misa  Cecilia  Sewn'a  accom- 
panying her  sister,  he  continues; — "My  sister  is  eager  to 
lock  you  in  her  arms,  and  to  form  with  you  a  connection 
which  even  death  will  never  dissolve.  My  little  niece  haa 
written  to  her  mamma  in  the  effusion  of  her  joy  at  the  ap- 
proach of  a  new  mamma  and  a  new  family  of  sisters.  She 
Bharee  (and  it  is  not  saying  little)  in  all  the  sentiments  of 
veneration  and  affeclionate  regard  for  you  which  glow  in  the 
breaat  of  your  ever  devoted  friend." 
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I  WM  rather  a  subjuet  of  congmtulaiTon  fur  tlio  nDrcIcnt.inf; 
bigotry  of  many  among  them.  But  Mra.  Soton's  faith  was 
equal  to  the  fiery  ordeal  through  which  she  had  to  pass,  Oq 
board  of  the  vessel  she  waa  kindly  treated  by  all  her  fcllow- 
travellera,  which  prompted  her  to  pour  forth  her  heart  in 
gratitude  to  God,  and  to  make  a  frcqueutufieritig  of  herself 
that  ho  might  dispose  of  her  according  to  the  designs  of  his 
providence.  Much  of  her  time  during  the  passage  was  spent 
in  prayer  and  acts  of  resignation  to  the  divine  will;  and  as 
she  drew  near  the  end  of  her  voyage,  and  thought  of  the 
new  career  Hhc  waa  about  to  enter  upon,  in  the  midst  of 
strangers,  she  threw  herself  with  an  entire  confidence  into 
the  arms  of  Providence,  burying  all  care  and  solicitude  in 
the  reflection  that  she  was  pursuing  the  course  marked  out 
to  her  by  the  will  of  God.  "  To-morrow  do  I  go  among 
strangers?  No.  Has  an  anxious  thought  or  fear  passed 
my  mind?  No.  Can  I  bo  disappointed  ?  No.  One  sweet 
sacrifice  wilt  reunite  my  soul  with  all  who  offer  it.  Doubt 
and  fear  will  fly  from  the  breast  inhabited  by  Him.  There 
can  be  no  disappointment  where  the  soul's  only  desiie  and 
expectation  is  to  meet  his  adored  will  and  fulfil  it."  Such 
were  the  fervent  sentiments  that  accompanied  Mrs.  Seton  to 
her  new  sphere  of  labor,  and  which  wore  not  a  little  en- 
hanced by  the  religious  ceremonial  at  which  she  assisted  im- 
mediately  on  her  arrival  in  Baltimore.  Having  reached  the 
wharf  late  at  night  on  Wednesday,  June  15,  she  did  not 
leave  the  vessel  until  the  following  morning,  when  a  carriage 
conveyed  her  and  her  children  to  St.  Mary's  chapel,  for  the 
purpose  of  assisting  at  the  holy  sacrifice  of  mas?,  for  it  waa 
the  feast  of  Corpus  Christi,  and  the  day  on  which  the  beauti- 
ful church  attached  to  St.  Maiy's  seminary  waa  dedicated  to 
Iho  service  of  God.  The  splendor  and  solemnity  of  the  ce- 
tcmouy  awakened  the  most  lively  impressions  in  Mrs.  Seton, 

L  whose  feelings  were  almost  overpowered  by  the  scene.'" 
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k  whom  he  wag  aeqaainted,  he  oflered  her  &  home  in  bin  ele- 
l^int  mansion  in  tlie  eiiburbs  of  the  city,  promiring  also  to 
educate  her  sons  and  dangbters  ae  his  own.  A  propos&l 
like  this  sbe  eoulii  not  but  consider  ae  a  nuble  act  of  ^ne- 
rositj  on  the  part  of  Mr.  Iloward,  and  she  duly  testified  her 
grateful  ecnse  of  the  kindness )  but  in  thanking  him  xlia 
politeljdecIinedacceptiDgit,  observing  that  Hbe  bad  uot  left 
the  world  for  the  purpose  of  entering  it  again.  The  visits 
which  were  paid  to  Mre.  Seton  she  would  willingly  haye  dis- 
pensed with  bad  she  consulted  only  her  love  of  recollectiun 
and  retirement ;  but  sbe  followed  in  this  the  advice  of  her 
directors,  who  thought  it  better  that  she  should  not  refuse 
herself  to  those  who  called  on  ber.  But  she  found  chiefly 
among  the  reverend  iHergj  warm  iuid  effieient  fricndn,  who 
looked  upon  her  as  an  instrument  in  the  bands  of  God  fur  ad- 
Tancing  in  a  special  manner  the  interests  of  his  hoJy  Church. 
The  venerable  Bishop  Carroll  was  dcUghl^d  to  find  himself 
in  the  midst  of  ber  little  &nii]y  circle,  and  they  were  equally 
overjoyed  by  the  paternal  kindness  which  that  excellent  pre- 
UU;  always  manifested  toward  them. 

Although  Mrs.  Seton  was  now  separated  from  her  rela- 
tives and  surrounded  by  persons  whose  acquaintance  she 
had  but  recently  formed,  her  situation  was  so  preferable  in 
every  respect  that  sbe  could  scarcely  believe  ber  own  happi- 
ness. A  comfortable  dwelling  and  well  adapted  to  her  pur- 
pose, numerous  and  influential  friends,  who  took  the  liveliest 
interest  in  her  welfare,  the  brightest  prospects  of  success, 
every  heart  caressing  her,  "  the  look  of  peace  and  love  on 
every  eountenauce,"  and,  above  all,  hercloee  proximity  to  St. 
Mary's  chapel,  which  afforded  every  facility  for  devotioual 
esercisee, — all  this,  sodifTerent  from  what  she  bad  experienced 
in  New  York,  caused  ber  heart  lu  o\'erfluw  with  joy  and 
thankfulness.     Writing  to  a  friend  a  short  time  afiter  hei 

^  Aan^of  residence, she  says: — "IGridthedifierenceof  sittur 
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lii>n  no  p'CRt  tlint  I  can  ftcurccl;  bcliove  it  is  the  Rama  ex 
istcnce.  All  those  littb  dear  nttentiona  of  human  life  which 
I  vrtis  entirely  weaned  frotn  are  now  uiy  duily  portion  from 
the  family  of  Mr.  Ihilmurg,  whose  sister  and  luotbcr  are  uq- 
weBried  in  their  cure  of  us.  The  little  neeesssities  which  I 
cannot  afford  are  daily  sent  to  as,  as  a  part  of  their  family, 
and  in  every  roBpect  my  cundition  is  like  a  new  being.  The 
fence  of  our  boundaty  is  the  only  division  from  a  beautiful 
obapel,  which  is  open  from  daylight  till  nine  at  night.  Out 
house  is  very  neat,  placed  between  two  orchards,  and  two 
miles  from  the  city.'"'My  prospects  of  an  establishment  I 
leave  to  God  Almighty." 

So  great  an  injproTeineut  in  the  situation  of  Mta.  Seton 
was  too  important  an  event  not  to  be  immediately  conminni- 
cated  to  her  friends  at  Leghorn.  No  person  on  earth  waa 
more  ready  to  share  her  joy  or  to  sympathize  in  her  sorrows 
than  Mr.  Anthony  Filiechi;  and,  while  she  was  penning  a 
letter  to  inform  him  of  the  change  that  had  taken  place,  the 
following  cspression  of  his  devoted  friendship,  in  answer  to 
B  previous  communication  from  her,  was  on  its  way  to  her 
from  Italy.  "  You  are  right,  yon  are  but  just,  in  never  ad  ■ 
mitting,  (as  you  declare  in  your  lost  letter,)  among  your 
fears  and  thoughts,  the  criminal  one  of  m  j  ever  having  lora 
interest  or  affection  for  my  virtuous  American  slater,  my 
boosted  of  holy  converts.  In  spite  of  distance  and  of  the 
interrupted  correspondence  of  which  you  complain,  joa 
never  before  were  so  present  in  my  mind,  never  so  purely 
deep  in  my  heart  as  now.  Ah  we  both  grow  old,  our  com- 
mon end,  heaven,  mnst  draw  us  daily  nearer  each  other,  till 
we  meet  again,  and  shall  shake  hands  together,  to  part  no 
more.  .  .  I  rejoice  in  the  good  behavior  and  iniproTement 
of  your  boys  and  girls.  A  Christian  education  will  be  tho 
beat  inheritance  you  can  leave  to  them,  .  .  .  My  friends,  the 
Murrays,  have  repeated  orders  from  me  to  supply  whatever 
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ligbt  be  ffantinn  in  others.  You  must  call  on  tlieni  oi 
regnlorly  as  agreed  on  beLirccn  us,  and  as  often  aa  yon 
may  be  in  want.  If  you  attempt  to  disregard  your  brother's 
direction  in  this  reapeut,  I  will  ngt  write  yuu  any  mure.  I 
will  try  not  to  think  uf  you,  if  poHsiblc.  My  nieana  arc  ti>- 
day  double  of  what  they  were  at  the  date  of  my  subscription,' 
In  the  universal  atagnatiun  of  trade,  fortunate  speculations 
have  largely  made  up  for  the  loss  uf  our  usual  uousigntneuta 
Irom  the  United  States.  A  special  Providence  is  visible  ia 
erery  atep  of  ours.  If  you  are  heard  so  much  in  heaven  in 
my  behalf,  should  I  be  so  ungrateful  aa  to  desert  you  on 
urtb?  It  is  mortifying  indeed  to  receive,  but  mortiGcatioQ 
IB  the  duty  of  a  Christian." 

To  a  friend  who  felt  so  lively  an  interest  in  her  happi- 
ness, the  intelligence  of  her  removal  to  Baltimore  could  not 
&il  to  be  most  weleume.  In  apprising  him  of  it  she  was 
nrare  that  the  undertaking  she  was  about  l«  commence 
might  ^t  a  later  period  demand  oonsiderable  expense,  and 
pradence  required  tlii>.t  she  should  not  venture  too  far  with- 
out knowing  on  what  resources  she  might  confidently  de- 
pend. She,  therefore,  wrote  to  Mr.  Anthony  Filicchi,  to 
consult  him  in  a  matter  wbieh  was  in  some  degree  to  be  com- 
mitted to  the  generous  disposition  which  he  hud  atreadj 
manifested  toward  her;  and  it  will  be  seen  that  in  doing 
this  she  only  anticipated  the  magnanimous  proposals  of  the 
letter  which  we  have  just  cited  After  informing  him  of 
the  circomstances  which  more  immediately  led  to  her  re- 
moval from  New  York,  and  that  through  the  benevolence  of 
him  and  other  friends  she  had  been  enabled  to  bring  one 
thousand  dollars  with  her  to  Baltimore,  she  adds; — "Hero 
we  are  under  the  sheltering  wing  of  beings  who  live  only  to 
promote  the  glory  of  God  and  to  help  the  friendless  and 
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ingB  and  the  respeot  due  to  these  reverend  gentlcnien  who 
iDtereBt  thcmeelvesBoearucstlj  io  ourre<^rd.  At  all  evcDts, 
whatever  may  be  the  result  of  this  letter  on  jour  dear  heart, 
let  i*  not  be  a  mnment  checked  in  the  aentimeat  which  is 
my  greatest  happiness  in  this  world.  Write,  I  conjure  jou, 
Antciio;  if  jou  think  jour  poor  little  slater  even  wrong,  at 
I     leaut  pitj  her,  and  love  her  forever  as  she  does  I'ou." 

Id  thus  appealing  to  the  munificent  friendship  of  Mr. 
Filicchi,  Mrs.  Setoa  felt  on  the  one  hand  that  fear,  which 
was  the  natural  suggestion  of  pnidence,  that  she  might  he 
presuming  too  much  upon  his  aid,  while  on  the  other  she 
was  encouraged,  by  his  noble  and  repeated  offers,  to  trust 
lai^elj  in  his  assistance.  Although  bis  beneficiary,  she  was 
induced  bj  hia  generous  manner  lo  waive  all  delicaej  in 
ven  in  soliciting  his  kindness,  lie  found 
re  in  supplying  her  wants,  he  ui^ed  her  so 
draw  upon  his  means,  he  reminded  her  so 
he  considered  her  in  a  great  lueaaure  the 
increasfld  prosperitj  in  this  world,  that  he 
made  the  acceptance  of  his  generosity  appear  as  much  in  the 
light  of  a  favor  conferred  upon  him  as  a  service  rendered 
to  others.  All  this  he  had  manifested  in  his  previous  let- 
ters; and  his  answer  to  Mrs.  Setfln's  last  communication 
was  equally  significant  of  his  sterling  and  practical  friend- 
ship. "I  am  extremely  pleased,"  he  says,  "in  seeing  you 
out  of  New  York,  among  true  Christiana,  surrounded  by  all 
your  children,  and  under  the  holy  tuition  of  such  worthy 
person B  as  those  juu  mention.  To  promote  the  establish- 
ment you  intimate,  so  much  approved  of  by  my  Cheverua 
and  Matignon,  you  will  please  to  draw  on  our  friends,  J. 
Murray  &  Sons,  of  New  York,  for  one  thousand  dollars, 
Bhaiging  the  same  to  the  account  in  the  world  to  come  of 
ay  brother  Philip  and  of  your  brother  Antonio.  If  Home- 
thiug  mora  should  be  wanted,  you  are  commanded  to  quote 
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monl  uf  lier  spiritual  welfare.  Hence,  ahe  paid  do  visits  but 
tbufe  wliinh  business  or  cbarity  required,  hi  rctiremeDt 
fruDk  the  world  ebe  found  a  blesHcd  peace,  for  sbo  thereby 
eecnped  the  distractions  of  secular  life,  and  was  enabled 
more  easily  to  commune  with  God  in  the  meditation  of  hea- 
venly things;  or,  as  she  herself  expresses  it,  she  was  "in 
the  secret  of  &od'a  tabernacle,  where  alone  safety  was  to  bo 
found,  with  true  liberty  and  sweet  cootout."  Her  visits  to 
tbe  Blessed  Sacrament  wore  frequent,  and  she  approached 
the  holy  communion  every  day,  unless  some  particular  cir- 
cumstance prevented  it.  In  this  constant  attention  to  holy 
things  she  found  her  greatest  happiness,  setting  to  profit 
the  means  of  sanctification  which  she  enjoyed,  and  prizing 
them  above  all  worldly  advantages.  We  may  judge  of  her 
recollection,  fervor,  and  interior  joy,  from  the  language 
which  she  employed  in  alluding  to  her  spiritual  privileges : — 
"Every  morning  at  communion,  living  in  the  very  wounds 
of  our  dearest  Lord,  seeing  only  his  repEBsentatives,  and  re- 
ceiving their  benediction  continually." 

Besides  the  scholastia  exercises  mentioned  above,  it  waa 
usual  to  read  to  the  pupils  every  Friday  the  narrative  of  our 
Saviour's  passion,  to  infiame  their  hearts  with  a  becoming 
aenso  of  gratitude  and  love  for  their  divine  lledeemor. 
S'he  religious  instmetiou  of  the  scholars  was  confided  t«  tike 
Rev.  Peter  Babade,  of  the  society  of  St.  Sulpitius,  and  a 
professor  at  St.  Mary's  College,  Soon  after  Mrs.  Scton 
formed  his  awjuaintancc,  she  discovered  in  him  a  spirit  con- 
genial to  her  own — a,  man  of  vivid  fancy  and  ardent  tempem^ 
ment,  with  a  frankocsa  and  suavity  of  manner  which  won 
her  entire  confidence  and  led  her  to  select  him  for  the  dl- 
leotion  of  her  conscience.  Mr,  Babade  fre{[Uontly  visited 
the  school,  and  was  the  spiritual  father  and  protector  of  the 
Uttle  family  of  which  Mrs.  Scton  was  the  head.  In  the 
qiring  of  1809  be  prepared  some  ^f  the  children  for  the  iiu< 


porU'it  duty  of  first  commoDion  which  took  place  nt  tlw 
close  of  &  spiritual  retreat.  On  this  occaaion  tin.  Setoa 
mu  tntosported  with  the  bcautj  and  holioesB  of  the  Boene 
uound  hc^r.  The  »utemnity  of  the  season, — it  being  the  pas- 
ohal  time, — the  impressire  scrricea  of  the  Church,  and  youth- 
fal  iDDOcence  scaling  its  consecration  to  oar  Lord  bj  an  in- 
effable union  with  him  in  the  eacranient  of  his  love,  all  con 
tribnted  to  enliven  her  faith  and  inflame  her  soul  with  the 
moflt  ardeut  deTotion.  Writing  la  a  ainter-in-lHW  at  thin 
time,  she  thus  alludes  to  the  spiritual  delights  which  she 
enjoyed: — "0  Cecil,  Cecil,  this  heavenly  day,  and  the  hea- 
venly week  that  is  past — every  hour  of  the  week  filled  with 
sacred  sorrow!  and  this  day  imagine  six  of  us,  the  girls  all 
in  white,  as  modest  as  angels,  receiving  from  the  hands  of 
our  blcHsed  father  Babade  our  adored  Lord.  He  had  been 
all  the  week  preparing  them,  and  every  night  our  little 
chapel  has  resounded  with  love  and  adoration.  This  morn- 
ing, in  the  subterraneous  chapel  of  the  Blessed  Virgin,  in 
the  veiy  depth  of  solitude,  on  the  tomb  of  our  Lord,*  he 
celebrated  the  adorable  sacrifice  and  dispensed  the  Sacred 
PaaBOver.  His  tears  fell  fast  over  his  precious  hands  while 
he  gave  it,  and  we  had  liberty  to  sob  aloud,  unwitnessed  by 
any,  as  no  one  had  an  idea  of  our  going  there.  What  a 
Bcene !  Could  you  but  have  shared  it  1  Immediately  after, 
the  dear  Mr.  Dubourg  came  down,  and  said  the  mass  of 
thanksgiving,  served  by  our  father  Babade,  whose  gray 
baira  looked  more  venerable  than  can  be  expressed.  Every 
night  we  have  BtneiUflion.  Imagine  twenty  priestB,  all 
with  the  devotion  of  saints,  clothed  in  whit«,  accompanied 
by  the  whole  troop  of  the  young  seminarians  in  surplicei 
also,  all  in  order,  surrounding  the  Blessed  Sacrament  ex- 


(nwed,  singing  the  hymn  of  the  resurrection.  When  they 
come  to  the  words,  *  Peace  be  to  all  hero,'  it  MicniB  as  if  our 
Lord  is  again  acting  over  tho  scene  that  passed  with  the 
asseuiblcd  diaciples." 

This  happiness  which  Mra.  Seton  experienced  was  a 
source  of  great  satisfaction  to  the  few  cherished  frieudH 
whom  she  had  left  on  removing  to  Baltimore, — but  f  artieu- 
larlj  to  her  sisters- in-law,  whom  we  have  already  mentioned 
as  sympathizing  warmly  in  her  trials  and  remaining  stead- 
fast in  their  affection  despite  the  frowns  of  her  adversaries. 
These  true  and  faithful  relatives,  although  pained  by  the 
separation  which  deprived  them  of  her  valued  society,  re- 
joiced for  her  sake  that  she  had  found,  at  a  distance  from 
ber  native  place,  increased  happiness  for  herself  and  her 
children.  Mil's  Harriet  Setou  wrote  to  ber  immediately 
after  her  departure  from  New  York  in  the  most  affectianal« 
strain.  After  expressing  the  intensity  of  her  suffering  by 
the  loss  she  had  suatmned,  she  adds: — "But  why  should  I 
have  but  one  pang?  When  I  can  already  view  you  in  the 
bosom  of  happiness,  can  fancy  I  see  your  dear  countenance 
brigbtea  with  joy  when  pressing  to  your  breast  your  sweet 
little  boys,  for  a  moment  I  can  almost  cease  to  regret  your 
absence;  but,  when  reflecting  that  that  absence,  in  all 
human  probability,  may  be  an  eternal  one,  I  shudder.  I  am 
resolved  to  think  so  no  more :  it  cannot  be.  He  is  too  good 
and  generous  to  permit  a  separation  between  those  who 
love  him  so  tenderly:  by  some  means  or  other  he  will  surely 
3nite  us.  I  will  cling  to  that  dear  hope  with  confidence. 
It  will  support  me  under  every  trial,  be  the  soother  of  every 
pain."  These  words,  though  not  prophetic,  were  predictive 
of  truth.  Every  thing  seemed  to  oppose  the  prospect  of  her 
ever  being  united  with  Mtb.  Seton  in  this  life;  and,  sur- 
Tonndcd  as  she  was  by  the  gay  and  fashionable  society  of 
New  York,  greatly  admired  for  her  pcrsouiil  charms,  and 
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«Uter-in-Iaw  in  B&ltimore.     "Noveinh, 
I  am  h(!re,  close  bj  my  Cecil's  elbow,— 
arohs  might  covy.    It  in  here  a 
some  little  cessation  from  pain 


29, 1808.— At  Inst 

aituntion  that  nion- 

tbat  my  poor  heart  feels 

What  anguish 


the  moat  acute  could  not  be  bushed  in  her  dear  society  I 
Her  presence  actually  works  a  chnrm  upon  my  mind.  I 
almost  forget  that  pain  ever  found  a  place  in  my  bopom. 
Oh,  n>y  dearest  sister,  if  it  waa  so  that  I  could  be  permitted 
to  remain,  how  sweetly  we  should  pass  the  winter,  thinking, 
Bpeai in g,  writing  to  you!  The  worid  should  bo  forgot,  with 
all  its  various  vanities,  and  ws  should  lose  ourselves  in 
thoughts  of  heaven  and  you.  It  is  too  much  l«  think  of. 
What  pleasure,  what  happiness,  could  be  er|ual  to  it?  None 
that  could  give  my  heart  more  real  satisfaction.  Yon  know 
I  have  been  closely  allied  to  littlo  misery  for  these  four  oi 
five  years  past,  and  need  some  consolation  to  keep  me  from 
going  to  wreck.  Such  being  the  case,  surely  my  durliug 
will  not  i<efusc  an  innocent  request  from  one  who  loves  her 
with  affection  that  no  language  can  describe)  it  is  to  let 
me  abare  a  portion  of  your  thoughts  the  2Ttb  of  Deeeiuber. 
It  must  ever  be  a  day  of  bitter  agony  to  you;  yes,  to  us  all;* 
but,  as  it  was  the  will  of  our  dear  Lord,  we  must  bow  sub- 
missive and  kiss  the  rod.  Will  you,  can  you,  my  sister,  call 
to  remembrance  that  en  that  day  your  Harriet  was  ushered 
into  existence,  not  to  repose  upon  a  bed  of  roses,  but  of 
thorns,  and  for  many  years  back  has  been  accustomed  to 
share  your  tenderest  thoughts  and  receive  some  rules  of 
conduct  for  the  new  year,  some  littlo  affectionate  letter  of 
advice  and  comfort  blended  F  I  now  stand  more  in  need  of 
this  than  ever,  and  shall  sigb  for  the  arrival  of  that  day  that 
brings  me  if  only  one  line  to  say  that  I  was  rcrocmbcrGd  at 
Ibe  foot  of  the  e: 
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yield  to  the  impulBe  of  natural  affection;  to  purify  her  in- 
tentiun  she  would  aometiuies  before  opcoiog  ber  letters 
offer  ber  heart  to  Ijod  or  make  an  aet  of  realgnation.  Hav- 
ing chosen  a  heavenly  Bpoust;  to  whom  sbe  had  consecrated 
kII  ber  aScctioDS,  she  Grmty  resisted  the  allurements  of  tbe 
world  when  it  sought  to  withdraw  ber  from  that  holy  lif« 
which  she  had  embraced.  Entirely  dependent  on  the  care 
of  an  affectionate  brother,  who  was  a  Protestant,  Miss  Seton 
waa  at  timea  under  the  necessity  of  enduring  with  patience 
what  otherwise  her  piety  would  have  invincibly  opposed. 
On  one  occasion,  she  was  compelled  by  her  brother  to  aaaisl 
at  a  theatrical  exhibition,  which  she  did  with  the  utmost 
reluctance  and  unwillingness,  and  only  for  the  sake  of 
escaping  a  greater  evil.  But,  though  present  iu  body,  her 
mind  was  far  from  mingling  in  tbe  cscitcment  of  the  dnuua. 
To  prevent  her  eyes  from  falling  upon  those  objects  which 
others  have  so  much  curiosity  to  see,  she  placed  her  little 
niece  on  her  kp  before  her,  and,  instead  of  paying  any  at- 
tention to  what  was  passing  around,  she  spent  the  time  in 
tbe  recitation  of  the  roaarj. 

The  Catholicity  of  Mias  Cecilia  Seton  rendered  her 
BltuHtion  any  thing  but  agreeable  among  her  Proteatiint 
relatives.  Some  of  them  treated  her  with  tbe  utmost  kind- 
ness, while  from  others  she  met  with  "angry  words  and 
cross  looks,"  as  she  herself  expresses  it.  Her  religion  waa 
abused  in  her  presence,  its  "abominations"  descanted  upon, 
and,  between  those  who  wished  her  out  of  New  York  and 
others  who  held  her  back,  sbo  knew  no  alternative  but  to 
suffer  in  silence  for  tbe  love  of  God.  "I  would  go  any- 
where else,"  she  says,  "and  he  the  meanest  servant,  .  .  . 
Waa  there  not  an  all-wise  Creator  to  direct,  and  a  Jesus  to 
recompense  for  our  pains,  I  know  not  what  I  should  thins 
of  myaituation."  In  these  trials  she  was  strengthened  and 
MDwded  by  tbe  reflection  that  she  was  suffering  perscoutiun 
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my  J(';ir  vnr.     Oh,  im!   vimiiu'  iirid  tiiiii'l,  ^^^^V^  irre^o- 

lull',  Ihi'   hitiili  I'Ki.M   not  sli'iK   tht'  ti.iirii^ggr^nd  the 

hiMtiit-  ftrin.i;    liut  Ihi.-  tvnil.T  :-lK-|.lKv.i  takes  i 
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r  w  ateadfastl;  in  their  paths  aad  their  Snffieriogs  t    It  u  poor 

I  UBter  who  must  beg  you  to  pray  for  her.     I  am  at  rest,  ray 

darling,  while  jou  are  mouuting  the  heights  of  Sion.    Often, 

I  too,  I  Bleep  in  the  garden  while  you  are  sharing  the  bitter 

I :  but  it  ia  not  to  be  bo  long;  his  mercies  are  endleaa, 

I  ud  I  shall  not  be  left  without  my  portion.     Pray  for  ma 

I  that  it  may  not  come  from  within:  that,  and  that  alone,  is 

'  real  anguiBh.     As  it  is,  I  am  daily  and  hourly  receiving  the 

most  precious  consolations,  not  with  the  enthusiastic  delight 

you  know  I  once  cspcricnced,  but  gently,  frratofully  offering 

to  resign  theui  in  the  very  moment  of  enjoyment.     Your 

letter  will  he  food  for  thanksgiving  and  joy  in  our  deur  Iiord 

beyond  all  human  calculations.    I  would  willingly  go  through 

any  bodily  suffering  to  receive  such  a  feast  for  the  soul. 

What  shall  I  eay  in  this  case?     God  alone  is  sufficient 

Our  blessed  Padre*  has  wept  with  joy  at  reading  your  letter; 

I  have  also  consulted  Mr.  Dubourg,  and  all  agree  that  it  is  a 

»esse  which  the  hand  of  man  must  deem  sacred  and  consign 
to  God  alone;  but  not  without  the  assurance  that  all  our 
prayers  are  and  shall  be  united  for  your  most  precious  soul's 
nipport  and  consolation.  .  .  .  My  darling  child,  may  you  bo 
BOOH  released  if  it  is  his  blessed  will!  but  the  sacrifice  must 
be  coDsnmmated,  and  sister's  soul  prays  for  you  unceasingly, 

IBor  is  it  unaided  by  prayers  of  much  more  worth.  How 
many  holy  souls  are  perpetually  united  for  that  end!  ...  A 
thousand  blessings  be  with  you."  August  8,  1808. 
To  be  associated  with  her  sister,  enjoying  every  facility 
,fcr  the  entire  dedication  of  herself  to  God,  would  have  com- 
i^eted  the  happiness  of  Miss  Setou.  But  even  in  this  she 
■trove  to  conform  herself  to  the  divine  will.  When  she  wag 
apprised  of  Mrs.  Seton's  arrival  in  Baltimore  and  the  cheer- 
ing prospect  before  her,  the  tears  gushed  from  her  eyes;  bat, 
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'  mHDirest  themselves  more  particakrly  in  lier  regard.  The 
Rev.  Mr.  Babade,  being  aa  a  missiooary  excursion  at  Pliilo- 
delphiu,  became  acquaioted  with  a  young  lady  (MIbs  Cecilia 
O'CoDway)  who  was  desirous  of  seeking  a  refuge  from  (he 
distractions  of  the  world,  and  for  this  purpose  was  preparing 
I  to  cross  the  Atlantic.  Having  informed  her  of  Mrs.  Scton's 
I  intentions,  she  waa  induced  to  change  her  plana  and  remairi 
in  America.  Her  father  accompanied  her  to  Baltimore,  and 
offered  her  to  Mrs.  Setou  as  a  child  whom  he  consecntted  to 
God.  On  the  7th of  Docemher,  Miss  O'Conway  became  her 
first  companion,  and  assisted  in  the  school  then  under  her 
charge.  In  this  manifestation  of  Divine  Providence  Mr. 
Babade  thought  that  he  discerned  the  eommcncemcDt  of  an 
undertaking  which  would  gradually  collect  round  Mrs.  Selon 
a  numerous  band  of  spiritual  daughters,  and  he  applied  to 
her,  requesting  her  at  the  same  time  to  repeat  continually 
those  words  of  the  112th  psalm,  "  Who  maketh  the  barren 
woman  to  dwell  in  a  house,  the  joyful  mother  of  children." 
About  this  time  another  circumstance  took  place  which 
Btill  more  plainly  indicated  the  will  of  Ood  in  reference  to 
the  good  work.  Mr.  Cooper,  who  was  then  a  student  in  St. 
Mary's  Seminary,  at  Baltimore,  intending,  if  such  were  the 
divine  will,  to  prepare  himself  for  the  sacred  ministry,  pos- 
BBBsed  some  property ;  and  he  was  desirous  of  UteniUy  follow- 
ing the  maxim  of  the  gMpel : — "  Go,  sell  what  thou  haat,  and 
give  it  to  the  pour,  and  come,  follow  me."  One  morning, 
immediately  after  receiving  the  holy  communion,  Mrs. 
Seton  felt  a  strong  inclination  arise  within  her  to  dedicata 
herself  to  the  care  and  instruction  of  poor  female  children, 
>nd  to  organize  some  plan  for  this  purpose  that  might  be  con- 
tiriaed  even  after  her  death.  She  communicated  this  to  the 
CeT.  Mr.  Ihibourg.  "This morning,"  she  said,  "in  my  dear 
OPmmunion,  I  thought,  'Dearest  Saviour,  If  you  would  but 
gir»)  mc  the  eare  of  poor  little  children,  no  matter  how  poorj' 
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lied,  "Beit  Emmcttsburg."  Mr.  Cooper's  prefer- 
ence for  this  situation  was  no  doubt  founded  upon  the  phy- 
riool  and  moral  advantages  whicb  it  offered  for  a  religiooa 
immunity.  Far  from  the  bustle  and  dissipation  of  the  city, 
reuiarkuble  for  a  pure  and  heaJthj  atmosphere,  and  sur- 
rounded by  the  wild  grandeur  of  its  mountain  scenery,  it  pre- 
KDtcd  peculiar  attractione  for  a  conventual  establishment. 

The  munificent  aid  contributed  by  Mr.  Cooper  toward 
the  proposed  institution  justly  entitles  him  to  bo  considered 
one  of  ite  principal  benefactors.  He,  tike  Mrs.  Setun,  had 
been  called  from  the  highway  of  error  into  the  fold  of 
Catholic  truth.  Bom  in  Vii^inia,  in  the  very  heart  of  Pro- 
testantism, he  engaged  in  maritime  pursuits,  and  visited  dif- 
ferent parts  of  the  globe.  Falling  dangerously  sick  at  Paris, 
he  felt  himself  urged  to  read  the  Holy  Scriptures,  with  which 
he  had  not  yet  been  acquainted.  This  reading  greatly  in- 
terested him,  and  caused  him  to  reflect  seriously  upon  the 
unhappy  consequences  of  being  unconcerned  about  the 
future.  The  New  Testament  particularly  made  a  deep  im- 
pression upon  his  mind,  and  to  it  ho  mainly  attributed  his 
conversion.  While  he  read  of  the  ineffable  goodness  of  the 
Son  of  God,  he  burned  with  love  for  him  without  yet  know- 
ing him,  and  he  ardently  desired  to  have  a  friend  like  Him 
whoee  history  he  had  perused.  One  day  he  heard,  or  thought 
that  he  heard,  a  voice  saying  to  him,  "  If  you  wish  me  to  be 
your  friend,  it  depends  only  upon  yourself"  Some  time 
after,  while  st  London,  always  occupied  with  the  same 
thought  and  engaged  in  reading  the  New  TesUment,  in 
which  he  continually  discovered  new  beauties,  he  heard  the 
b  nine  voice  addressing  him  a  second  time;  but  it  did  not  in- 
cate  to  him  the  way  of  acquiring  the  happiness  to  which 
He  therefore  opened  his  thoughts  and  feelinga 
1  ProteHtant  friend,  who  advised  him  to  examine  the 
■  of  the  different  Christian   denominations,  with  tts 
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Ij            undej^jii   tniil,       A.-.-nlM,^U.  lir  ,,r„vi.l..i   !^^ 
I  1 k-  ..I'  [!„■  i^iii.'i.-  >ivi-  iij   Ivrjknd, 

"Lrcesof  iul'oniKiii.'ii  !<_\  'Sis  in-  liim      wo-^^V^ 

^rtVjtr.iilli.*       In    thr    n.iu-r  uf  lil^^^ffl 

|K-li..{>  \\],u,'.  -f  liir   !'r.in.>i^,ut   Ep! 

I'iNlly  toBatisfyhismiiul  iiM'r;j:inl  I.,  thr  r.ris.M  ^^Bidled 

i<>  i!i<'  separation  fiimi  ilii'  t'aiihilii'  Clmiv 

fiivv.     The  rcMilt  ul'  diis  i>xiniMiiNii..ii  « 

ilMl  Hi.'  iv|-,.niiuti.>ii,  »i  i-iillcil,  w^is  ;ilM-iih,r  indefcr 

iiii.i  ill  111 itniiin  iinsil7,<liiriiiL' til.'  viHi.ii.ioDofl 

(':ii'r.ill    :il    I 'bil:Ml<'l|iiiiii,  lit)   1,,','iiMi.'        iik'ii.Ik^^B 
CLiliv],        Mr   r<m)..>r   hciiiL'        i^Kiii  of  1<.r1iiii.^^|ifivil]g 

nh.^..|   l.j    iIk   -r.H-i'  ..f  C..!   1..   ,  ■,  i      ■■         

btr,  1s^}^,  wln.Ti.'  lii-i  t'uriiiL'J  ibn  i\tiju;iiijt:iTK'(j^SB  Seton 
iiiul  li,>,:iiiir  :,  (.■(i-iilHriLliir  iu    tlif  I'llariwbli 

Till'  vii'iiiiij-  uf  KiiiiijLiL-ibuiv  liiiviiifi  bi-en  select 
i),L'  l,.t:itii.„  or  ibL>  fi>t.Tlii"ia  pnriwttd  by  >BR;<ii,  Ml 
lliiljiiiuy  tuniL'd  liij  iitti'iitJuri  lu  thu  purfli:is. flB|.;Iigibla 
;;5,J5Lf  d,  on  H^^To  that  tCafre  con 

ightthe  .ow  hei-^^'ie  Dju.i^literaof (| 

aLnjui,'    "■      ■iiiusuui'-  ■■""■■,  ..iw^o.     At  ib.it  time  II 
teaem  ';he  faru  very  small  stouo  '<i,.        i^, form- 

ing al  •^"'■'shfllf  of  Ad^^  now  used  aa  i!u  g         lOose  of 
th?-  iuititiiLL.m.      Till-    |iii.]i,Tiv  iv^is  stttl.d  lu    me  joint 
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'tenantship  of  the  Key.  Wni.  V.  Bubuui^,  Ilev.  Juha  Duboia, 
and  Samuel  Cooper.  The  Rev.  Mr.  Dubois  was  at  that 
tioM.  located  near  Emmettsburg,  being  pastor  of  several  cou- 
gregatiuns  in  Frcderivk  county  and  principal  of  a  school 
which  he  had  recently  established.  Uis  iuiportUDt  conneo 
itioD  with  the  future  history  of  Mrs.  Seloa  requires  that  m 
'■koold  introduce  him  more  fully  to  the  reader. 

Bom  in  Paris  on  the  24th  of  August,  176-1,  he  was  m- 
niarkable  from  his  early  years  for  those  qvuJities  which  dis- 
tinguished hiin  ia  after  life, — piety,  energy,  and  perseverance. 
Having  finished  his  scholustie  course  with  great  honor  to 
himself,  he  embraced  the  ecclesiastieal  state,  and  was  ele- 
vated to  the  priesthood  in  the  year  1787.  Ue  officiated  ia 
Paris  until  the  outbreak  of  the  revolution,  wheu,  like  many 
otheiB  of  his  brethren,  be  was  forced  to  seek  an  asylum  in  a 
foreign  land.  Having  arrived  at  Norfolk,  Va.,  in  July,  1791, 
be  obtained  from  Bishop  Carroll  the  necessary  faculties  for 
officiating  at  that  place  and  at  Kichmond.  Furnished  with 
commendatory  letters  from  General  Lafayett«,  he  formed  the 
acquaintanee  of  many  distinguished  men  of  the  times  in  this 
country,  among  whom  were  James  Monroe  and  Patrick 
Henry,  to  the  latter  of  whom  he  was  indebted  for  occasional 
lessons  in  the  English  language.  The  kindest  attentioni 
were  paid  to  him  by  these  and  other  illustrious  individuals; 
and  it  was  undoubtedly  owing  to  their  intervention  that  he 
was  permitted  to  offer  up  the  holy  sacrifice  in  the  capital  of 
Virginia,  where  but  a  short  time  before  a  Catholic  priest  had 
been  compelled,  in  visiting  his  flock,  to  disguise  himself  for 
the  protection  of  his  person  and  life.  Wben  he  had  acijiilred 
some  knowledge  of  the  English  tongue,  Mr.  Ihihois  was  ap- 
pointed by  Bishop  Carroll  to  the  chaise  of  the  cougregationa 
Df  which  Fredericktown,  in  Maryland,  was  the  central  point; 
■nd  from  the  year  1794  to  1808  be  was  continually  employed 

passing  from  one  station   to  another,  preai'hing,  :iduiini»- 
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^        teribt;  iln'  snTiiiiiot.iv,  ;iiid  iiiMnn-niiu;  tlir  ^^H    By  hi* 
^L     fisf^iiN^  tliL'  tiist  <V<ili<>lii:  ^Imrrh  Mt  I''i'vilt'nuic  wa<^MM^ 

•^         nKj<  in  111,.  \  illd^v       l-;,iiNi,.lt>l,ur^'  Mii^^haiWM 

bil^Tof  thL'   inouiitr.iii.  :ilF<>ut  [WO  iiiilt'^  frrm^^Bvrn.     At 

^riL  pcrind  tl< uiiny  :ii'<iiiiii|  \tiiri'  lull  -li'^^^His  of  cul- 

^^l  Nu\^BE^P'~i'r'i.  IIli'  ^llnL:1'|'LMtill1l^  above  "'^1^1 

dMemUeWnhe  l.nm  ,.C  il,r  1,111,  .■Ir^iivl  iijnffimHH 
l^r  the  site  of  ahou^i.  :ii>il,  iLiiviii-  lirwit  In^^^^H  purpose. 
ihcy  erected  a  ^ili:iI1  iiLLi'-rii<r_\  ivniilriiii.^^^HLLiig  twn 
iu..„is.*  In  Hie  f.ili.nviiii;'  >priiy  lli.^y  ^■.•iiimeScMr 
iuL'  iif  a  iji'ifk  t'buruli  liifjlii^i'  viji  tliu  iimuntain,  ' 
V.i'tn|.t..|r.l  ill  lS(l7-t  Mr.  Illlbui^  M.iD  urti-^jjnli 
<>{'  lliL'  li>i;  lious'-,  !iTi>1.  lii-otlkT  mill  t1iL>  p:isl^^Bies  which 
]\r  yri\n-iuv,\.  .'i)iiiTiii.'iio:)il  u  i^i'biiiil  for  ll^JHiction  of 
j.iiilli  in  liiinwkvl.L;,'  nnd  pioly.  This  school  was  ■ 
li.'M  in  <i  siniill  Ijiii'k  him^'  n\  sokk- dist.i<iuefrom  tl 
tii'iii,  bnt  wii.-'!'i">li  rL-n:jvL'd  lo  a  more  cimiTjj^'niTs  ' 
iijciit  on  lliL'  ri-o  i>l'  till'  l)ill.'>'"  Mr.  T^^ViaviDg  in 
ISIIllbwamo:,  iii.'M,l„r,,ri)i,.s,„.K.(_V„fSl|mius,tohi> 
I'iiri;  wi'l'i;  tr;iii-l'iiTril  ibf  |.ii[iiN  nl'  tin-  [iiv]iaratorj  f 
nuHr  Al,bti[t>ti™r,,  l'.-Mi,-)lv:mi;i,  lli.^  ohj.vt  of  wbij 
ti.nii  imj|V-M>rs  f..i-  Hi.  M'ln  ^  i\,]\r'ic  :i],d| 
..niimiryr,ll!i,llin„„v,-       In   tb.  sprin.,^  . 

Wull    yuUlh:     »■,■!>■     CriUMjJuJ     IVijIN     lllL'     ill-^t       _^^ 

^JI^lQania  tojjt^Ti^ihlishtTKEjBfc'Emini'Usliurg,  ^ 

■  design  it  cede-  school  iind  ar  ■ 

III  l''  '  '    l>aiuiiiui        "'i.  uiu  oulubrity  of  it=  "i 

pur  lellghtf  '  that  abounded     ':  spot,  and 

ftbo  '—'■'a  remot^WrrJora  the  vices  onil  .  tions  of  n 
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Patj,  induced  many  parcDts  to  ralioil  admiagion  for  theii 
ohildren,  though  uot  agpiranta  to  the  priesthood;  and  tlieii 
request  was  granted  the  more  readily  as,  besides  forming 
many  young  peTsons  to  virtae  and  science,  it  afforded  useful 
employment  to  eccleeiaetical  students,  who,  in  pursuing  higher 
studies,  could  devote  a  part  of  their  time  to  the  teaching  of 
inferior  classes.  By  this  airsngement  also  they,  as  well  aa 
the  institution,  were  relieved  from  the  expense  of  their  edu- 
cation, and  the  house  was  supplied  with  a  hody  of  competent 
instnictors.  The  undertaking  suoceeded  beyond  the  most 
saniraine  expectations  of  its  zealous  and  holy  founder. 
Buch  was  the  hcginning  of  Mount  St.  Jlary's  College,  which 
bos  become  ho  fruitful  a  nursery  of  science  and  religion,  and 
rendered  such  important  scrrices  to  socioty  and  to  the  Ame- 
rican Church.  From  this  period  its  history  will  he  found 
closely  interwoven  with  that  of  Mrs.  Scton  nod  the  com- 
nmnity  under  her  charge. 

While  the  preliminaries  of  her  undertaking  were  in  pro- 
gress. Almighty  God  was  disposing  the  hearts  of  many  to 
co-operate  in  the  good  work,  and  language  almost  prophetic 
was  addressed  to  her  in  reference  to  its  successful  accom- 
plishment. Rev.  Mr.  Chevcrua  no  sooner  heard  of  the  pro- 
posed institution  than  he  wrote  to  Mrs.  Seton  in  the  follow- 
ing words,  dated  April  13,  1809: — "How  admirable  ia 
Divine  Providence!  I  see  already  nntneroiu  choirs  of  vir- 
gins  Jotloievag  you  fo  llie  altar.  I  see  your  holy  order  dif- 
funvg  iUelf  ia  ths  different  parts  of  the  United  Stalat, 
spreading  everywhere  the  good  odor  of  Jemts  Uhritt,  nnd 
Uiiehing  by  their  angelical  lives  mid  pious  inslrucfioHs  how 
to  terve  God  in  purity  and  holiness.  I  have  no  doubt,  my 
beloved  and  venerable  sister,  that  He  who  has  begun  this 
work  will  bring  it  to  perfection."  Of  this  result  Mrs.  Sctoa 
liad  the  fullest  confidence,  for  every  thing  indicated  the 
ing  of  Qod  upon  the  undertaking,  aud  daily  events 


li:i|<]>ih  III  ill  lii'iTi^-iri.^^^Huiaturtt}' 

Sli^v.i-  N.itt  h:iili'i|  i'jr^iiiil  IKMV  iis  r!u-  ther  of  :i 

K.wh.— i.ri.iii|i--l  ilMiiirhi.i,  would  t| 


I  I, ...I 


lili--i 


■Till 


V'-  \iii[  rill  jiift  iili';i  (.r  the  prec' 
u  liiiil,  riMv1.:,iiiuT,  wliich  ieth 
Christ,    ^ue  teuilii*  litlr  -a'  iimi 
even  from  !ipa  that  li:iv.'  invir  -: 
(uiion  amoog  Ptr;iML;iT'-.  " 

The  Bwmil   l;nly  wlin  iiir,.r,.il   Iht^i'H'  iis  a  (!BU| 

ih.    r,.w  ^i>i..TU i  wii-i  ;i   Mi-^   M:iri,i    Murphy  of 

lillill,  IvIiMvk^il.li.'  fur  luT  -null-  :ili>l  :illii:il.lr  |j^™jt ; 
Irl'l    l)li'    ImllM'   .If  luT   llliillu<v  nithiiut.   Ilr^^l 
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piviy  sill'  pi li-M'.-M'ii  111  hi'V  ri'l:itlvi's.     ilTf.  Seton  < 

iinil  Y>\iiy\-ri  wort:  vii'tnriuus,  mid  slic  R'nuif^Bi^li  *''>«  fuil 
nppiMlii(tiiiii  (.)!'  Ii.'i-giiiivritK.  Sh.'  iin-ivi?'!  f^^nore  soni' 
ti.iio  ii!  th.!  iLK.iifJL  iif  A|iri!,  IMI'.I-  liL  May  ofp 
ywiT  Iwii  ollii'is  liLiili'ii  Mr-,  Sotiiii  ii.e  their  spiritual  J 
Miss  -Mmy  Ann  Iliiihr  ..f  I'lLlWrljihlM^ 
Olrs^sy  1.1I'  X.'ft  Viirii.  ilir  (oriii-T  Hilly  :i  fi'l^K before  tli- 
lattuF.  Suvufiil  luJii;a  iu  jjultiujuri!  wi.' ^^J  preparing 
;^5j(5:mse]vet#i5^^  lime  t^^j^e  commuiitj,  « 
the  vici  Emmet  looked  lirward  « 
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tbflt  Bweet  letter  had  on  me.  It  seems  to  me  it  has  en< 
kiudled  in  my  breast  flames  which  I  hope  with  the  ^ee  of 
Ood  will  never  be  extinguished.  .  .  .  My  ghostlj  father  de- 
sired me  to  offer  up  my  communion,  not  only  for  yon  accord- 
ing to  yonr  deaire,  but  to  obtain  of  our  dear  Lord  an  increase 
of  the  sentiments  which  he  has  been  pleased  to  inspire  me 
with,  throngh  you,  his  servant,  I  also  implored  that  day  the 
iutercesaioD  of  the  Vii^in  Mary,  that  she  would  vouchsafe 
to  beg  for  me  of  her  blessed  Son  our  Lord  all  the  requisite 
dispoflitJons  which  I  hope  will  fit  me  for  the  happy  life 
which  I  sue  for.  You  asked  me,  dear  mother,  if  I  did  not 
wish  to  see  the  sisters.  I  do.  But  is  it  not  a  weakness  in 
me?  I  am  afraid  I  seek  for  some  consolation,  and  I  know 
I  ought  not.  Oh,  when  shall  I  be  indifferent  about  anj 
thing,  even  spiritnal  comforts?  This  I  must  learn  at  yonr 
aohool:  for  you  must  know  I  am  but  a  child:  I  only  begin 
to  crawl  in  the  ways  of  God;  and  that  interior  spirit  which 
detaches  us  from  every  thiog  that  is  not  Grod,  and  makes  the 
true  spouse  of  Christ,  I  have  yet  to  acquire.  I  stand  some- 
times on  the  top  of  our  dear  Mount  St.  Mary's,  whence  I 
can  see  the  happy  spot  that  is  to  receive  you  4nd  my  sisl^m 
and  myself,  and  lean  hardly  contain  my  joy  "  May  2, 1&09 
Mother  Seton,  as  we  shall  hereafter  call  her,  po^eased 
in  an  eminent  degree  that  fervor  which  she  cummunicafed 
to  others;  but  the  sentiment  of  her  own  uuworthiness  pre- 
dominated in  her  heart.  She  looked  open  herself  as  alto- 
gether unsnited  to  the  task  of  forming  souls  to  the  practice 
of  the  ChristiaD  virtues ;  and  on  the  evening  of  the  day  that 
it  was  aaaigned  to  her  by  the  bishop  and  clergy,  her  spiritual 
advisers,  she  was  seised  with  a  transport  of  mingled  lov8 
iod  humility,  in  reflecting  upon  the  subject.  Being  with 
two  or  three  of  her  sisters,  and  the  discourse  turning  upon 
the  probable  designs  of  Providcnee  in  their  regard,  Mother 
became  so  penetrated  with  the  awful  responsibility, 
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r^iolable,  V"y  »iiiii'  iKtiiiii'iith  >li>:  M'l'jit  bittL'1-lj  in  diJi^^^ 
'l^^k't.iri.:  lK-v>rir  iijm.ti  Inr  I:tii;ca,  s)il'  .-onfesscdHH 
th^HP<''"l  liiimiliMiTi-  IhT  lif^VoHB 
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liLi'  i<..iL~.',  iL  u:i.  r)iL'  ..pillion  >>!'  Mr.  l>ulj.iiii'L:H|t 
l.;iil  iiiriv^il  loL-  tliLiv  ;i,-smiiih-,  ;is  l-ii- ;is  |,ScIiSu!j 
IV.i-iii  itl'  ii  ivli/iuii>  c.iiiiiiiiiiitv.  Sli,'  llu'irloro  prop| 
til,'  H.-t.'rs  t.i  ii).i..';ir  In  :i  li;iMl"  Wlw  itiiit  wlu.-h^ewil 
:^.-\f.  :iim!  ->v)ii<-li  , ^i^^'<l  i>r:i  M:ii'k  div.-^s  witl^^Bt  capc, 

-l-ii~.>t'  ![iK.      I  In- !>.'.<.[  :\t.-~-M.,-:i  IK'UI  nliiU:  IJiu^iu'^ 

"ill'  ^'  ''niNh-i   i !'■'.  ^""i  -  I'l^-l^  ■■'■^'P-  1'i.nd  anniJU  1 

lii.;iil,1'a-h.|ir>luii.liTtli.'.liiii/  'IVt^  ^•..,^uimetbj|^-Bnl  g 
nil  llu'  ]>l  of  .June,  l>Ui|.i(j|,|  ill,'  ,i,.>Lt,i:ij — ■^ft Corpus 

i'.^JZ  >  for  ttflt^Jime  in  lE^BLiventuii]  habit,  tt:«l',^ 
^"■TiDe  sa.^*    of  the"*^.  the  se.l  of  thej-^" 

neasec  lifying  :  o  full  of  promise  ^i  '        'bnn^ 

Mr.  E  —'"-',  in  par^ltVlwas  in  raptures  :  _'         «etaGls 

pwwiilnl  U  till-  liitl.'  i.in.l  iif  •\v\uU-d  H,«t,TS,  wliich  haa 
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been  formed  under  bis  wise  suporinttiidcncc  and  wnB  to  be 
the  germ  of  bo  much  good  to  religion  and  society. '"' 

Mother  SotoD  herself,  with  a,  soul  f^lowing  with  chatilj 
aad  delight,  organized  her  coniraunitj  bj  the  adoption  of 
such  rules  as  circumstances  permitted.  Regular  houta  were 
appointed  for  the  daily  actions  and  duties  of  the  eisters,  who 
trere  employed  partly  in  attendiug  to  the  domestic  voacoras 
■nd  partly  in  conducting  the  exercises  of  tho  school.  Staled 
days  were  fixed  for  the  reception  of  the  holy  corauiunion, 
and  the  siatere  were  exhorted  to  practise  the  mortification  of 
the  tongue  and  other  senses,  and  to  apply  to  certaiu  studies 
for  the  purpose  of  qualifying  themselves  for  fulfilling  tho 
future  designs  of  Providence.  No  particular  religious  insti- 
tute had  yet  been  adopted  for  the  final  organization  of  the 
Booiety,  but  it  was  deemed  espedient  that  Mother  Set<in 
should  bind  herself,  at  least  for  a  time,  by  some  special  act 
of  consecration,  to  the  holy  life  she  had  embraced;  and  for 
this  reason  she  made  a  tow  privately,  in  the  presence  of 
fiishbp  Carroll,  obligating  her  for  the  space  of  one  year  to 
the  practice  of  poverty,  chastity,  and  obedicnt-e.  With  what 
Bcntiments  she  asaumed  this  additional  obligation  miiy  be 
beat  gathered  from  the  language  in  which  she  herself  alludes 
to  it.  The  object  of  it,  she  says,  was  to  embrace  poverty,  in 
whose  arms  she  desired  to  live  and  die,  and  from  which,  in- 
deed, she  had  no  means  of  escape;  to  promise  a  chastity  so 
dear  and  lovely  that  she  esl^semed  it  her  true  delight  to 
cherish  it ;  and,  above  all,  to  bind  herHetf  to  obedience,  the 
true  protection  and  safeguard  of  her  soul.  To  give  to  the 
new  community  all  tho  care  and  support  whieh  the  sxiccesa 
of  such  an  institution  demands,  tho  Kcv.  Mr.  Dubourg  wna 
appointed  its  ecclesiastical  superior,  whatever  fonn  it  might 
■iibsequeutly  take.  Various  names  were  suggested  fur  tho 
denignatiou  of  the  society;  but  this  point  could  not  be  well 
determined  until  the  adoptiou  of  a  permanent  rule  which 
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wad  it  would  be  difficult  to  desi;ribc  the  jay  of  tbese  devoted 
beiuga  io  mcetiag  each  other  agaio.  Miss  Cecilia's  atteiid- 
■ntfi  having  reniaiued  with  lier  u,  few  days,  returned  h) 
Hew  York,  with  the  exception  of  her  sister  Hurrict,  who 
had  intended  also  to  return,  but  was  compelled  to  stay  with 
her  beloved  and  suffering  relative  in  consequence  of  her 
disease  becoming  still  more  alarming.  In  this  statfl  of  thingB 
the  physicians  who  attended  her  in  Baltimore  advised  a  jaunt 
into  the  country;  and  it  was  immediately  doteruiined  that 
Mother  Seton  should  accompany  her  to  the  mouutaios  of 
Emmettebui^,  the  site  of  her  contemplated  institution. 
As  soon  as  the  necessary  arrangements  could  be  made,  she, 
with  her  two  Btst«rs-in-Iaw,  her  eldest  daughter,  and  Sister 
Maria  Murphy,  left  Ualtimore  in  a.  coach,  on  the  feast  of 
St.  Aloysins,  21st  of  June,  und  on  the  following  day  the 
party  arrived  at  Emmettsburft,*  The  house  on  the  land 
belonging  to  the  sisterhood  nut  being  as  yet  habitable,  the 
Eev.  Mr.  Dubois,  President  of  Mt.  St.  Mary's  Seminary, 
kindly  offered  them  the  log-house  on  the  mountain,  a  little 
above  the  seminary,  and  paid  them  all  that  attention  and 
hospitable  care  for  which  he  was  proverbial. f     A  few  days 


■  Among  ihe  paperE  of  Mother  Scton  nc  find  Ibe  following 
Ute  joarogy  to  Emmetteburg,  wbicli  ahows  tbnt,  altbougb  tbs  Is 
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bsTB  nftlked  ourselves— all  eicepL  Ceellin— Dearl;  half  the  U 
murning  fuur  miles  sod  a  half  before  brenkfiiEt  The  dear  pni 
graall;  amoHd  Rt 
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jectioD,  inquired  the  oanae  of  her  diatresfl.  At  first  no  rcptj 
mts  given;  but,  oo  being  presBed  to  explain  lier  grier,  eiie 
ezckimed,  "  Why,  oh  why  cannot  I  go  into  the  church  with 
you  all  ?"  "  And  why  not,"  replied  Mother  Seton,  "  if  yon 
wish  it?  If  you  cannot  perceive  the  Bweetnesa  of  nia  pre- 
sence as  we  do,  at  least  yon  might  say  your  prajera."  Re- 
joiced b  J  this  encouraging  answer,  she  ever  after  accompanied 
her  friends  to  the  chapel,  and  was  a  pattern  of  recollection 
and  devotion.  She  often  remarked,  speaking  of  the  moment 
of  the  elevation,  that  "she  thought  she  could  not  feel  a  more 
iwful  impression  if  our  adored  Lord  was  really  before  her 
on  his  clouds  of  majesty."  At  length,  on  the  feast  of  St. 
Mary  Magdalen,  knowing  that  the  divine  sacrifice  wuh  offered 
for  her  both  in  Italtimore  and  at  the  Mountain,  and  seeing 
her  sister  Cecilia,  Mother  Seton  and  her  danghtor  Anuina, 
■II  before  her  at  the  heavenly  banquet,  bcr  heart  was  over- 
powered; yet  it  Btruggled  on  in  the  conflict  between  nature 
and  grace  until,  between  ten  and  eleven  o'clock  at  night, 
"stealing  up  to  the  church  by  the  light  of  a  full  moon,  in 
deepest  silence,  her  arms  crossed  upon  her  breast,  and  the 
moon's  reflection  full  on  her  pale  but  eclestJal  countenance, 
I  saw,"  says  Mother  Seton,  who  describes  the  circumstance, 
"  the  falling  tears  of  love  and  adoration,  while  we  said,  firat 
the  Miserere  and  then  the  Tc  Deum,  which  from  her  child- 
hood had  been  our  fiimily  prayers.  Descending  the  moun- 
tain, she  burst  forth  the  full  heart: — 'It  is  done,  my  sister;  I 
am  a  Catholic:  the  cross  of  our  dearest  Lord  is  the  desire 
of  my  Bonl:  I  will  never  rest  till  he  is  mine.'"  Mother 
Seton,  well  aware  of  what  she  would  be  compelled  to  endure 
on  her  return,  (fur  she  had  formed  au  engagement  that 
made  a  return  obligatory,)  represented  to  her  the  conse- 
■lacDces  of  the  atep  she  meditated,  iu  order  to  prepare  bar 
heart  for  a  full  and  perfect  sacrifice.  "  Yes,"  she  replied, 
I  have   exnmiDcd  all  this   iu    my  own    mind.     I   nave 
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eommunity,  hud  nndei^ne  the  necessary  repairs  Ui  make  it 
habitable.  The  arrange uienta  haying  been  completed,  she 
removed  thitber  on  the  30th  of  July,  aecoiopanied  by  her 
three  daughters,  her  two  sisters-in-law,  aod  three  membera 
of  her  community,  two  of  whom  were  from  the  immediate 
neighborhood.  <.)n  the  same  day,  the  other  portion  of  the 
sisterhood  who  bud  been  left  in  Baltimore  started  for  Em- 
neUabarg,  agreeably  to  t^  directions  of  Mother  Setun. 
The  travelling  party  consisted  of  nine  persons,  among  whom 
were  her  two  laons;  and  they  performed  the  journey  in  a 
wagon,  which,  vrith  the  quantity  of  furniture  aud  b^gage 
it  contained,  afforded  no  great  convenience  as  a  mode  of  coti- 
Teyaoce;  but  the  anticipation  of  their  happy  home  in  St. 
Jiiiiepb'B  Valley  awakened  among  the  sisters  a  lively  joy, 
which  was  equally  shared  by  their  companions.  On  the 
feast  of  St.  Ignatius,  July  31,  they  reached  Emmettj^burg, 
and  were  received  with  a  most  affectionate  welcome  by 
Mother  SetAn  and  those  around  her  in  the  little  dwelling 
where  the  contemplated  society  was  to  continue  its  humble 
beginnings.  To  any  hut  those  who  had  entered  upon  a  life 
of  sacrifice  and  penance  for  God's  sake,  the  community- 
house  would  hive  appeared  insupportable.  It  waa  a  small 
tenement,  as  we  have  already  stated,  consisting  of  one  story 
»nd  a  garret,  having  only  two  rooms  on  each  floor.  Hero 
were  crowded  together  siiteen  persons,  many  of  whom  had 
teen  reared  amid  the  comforts  of  life,  and  all  of  whom  had 
been  better  situated  in  the  world;  but,  aa  the  saintly  leader 
of  thie  generous  band  of  women  afterward  observed,  the 
daily  offering  of  the  holy  sacrifice,  and  the  happiness  of 
possesstog  the  Blessed  Sacrament,  in  a  little  closet  just  wide 
enough  to  hold  a  small  altar,  made  many  things  oouveuieat 
vhioh  otherwise  could  not  have  been  borne.  At  this  period 
the  sisters  were  ten  in  number,  including  Mother  ^oton, 
who  coold  not  have  been  aided  by  more  competent  subjecln 
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which  she  then  contemplated.*  All 
nuDdertaking,andanin)stcdwithan 
ardent  desire  of  conseoratiug  themseives  to  God  io  the  eer- 
Ticc  of  their  oeij^hborj  while  some  were  pHrticularljfjualified 
by  their  education  for  the  mental  culture  of  youth,  and  others 
had  a  special  capacity  for  conducting  the  o((ually  iniportunt 
maltcrs  of  the  household  department,  which  at  that  time 
impoeed  no  small  degree  of  labor  upon  the  siaterB.  Among 
them  olao  were  those  whose  peculiar  attraction  was  to  cultivate 
tho  interior  life,  while  others  eviiiced  a  more  mnrked  disposi- 
tion for  the  active  offices  of  charity.  Thus  did  Divine  Provi- 
dence, in  laying  the  foundations  of  an  institution  which  was  to 
combine  the  sanctificntion  and  perfection  of  its  members 
with  the  practice  of  the  most  exalted  aud  diveraified  charity 
townril  thoir  fellow-boiiiga,  select  the  fittest  materials  for  the 
execution  of  bis  design,  and  exhibit  in  the  rising  community 
every  variety  of  talent  aud  virtue  that  could  place  it  on  a 
solid  footing.  But,  as  nothing  important,  either  in  spiritunl 
or  tempural  matters,  can  be  accomplished  by  a  numerous 
society  without  the  observance  of  a  certain  order  it  their 
employmeuta,  rules  were  adopted  for  the  community  until 
such  time  as  it  would  receive  a  more  permanent  organiza- 
tion. Mather  Seton  having  determined,  in  conjunction  with 
the  ecclesiastical  superiors,  to  form  the  institute  upon  that 
oftho  "  Daughters  of  Oharitj,"  founded  by  St.  Vincent  of 
Paul,  in  France,  measures  wore  immediately  taken  to  pro- 
cure the  constitution  and  rales  of  that  society;  and  it  was 
hoped  at  the  same  time  that  sonic  of  its  members  would  visit 
this  country,  in  order  to  aid  tho  rising  eummunity  of  St. 
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F  Joseph's  by  their  experience  and  example.*  Another  Ini- 
portniit  object  of  attention  was  the  erection  of  a  more  com- 
modious residence  for  the  sisters.  The  contracted  space  to 
which  they  were  confined  affording  no  conveniences  for  the 
different  eierclHea  of  the  house,  workmen  were  soon  employed 
to  put  up  a  l(^-buildiii;^  of  sufficiently  ample  dimensions,  and 
every  effort  was  made  to  accomplish  the  undertaking  with 
tlie  utmost  despatch.  In  the  mean  time  the  temporary  regu 
lations  of  the  sisterhood  were  observed  with  as  much  exacti- 
tude Bs  practicable  under  the  circumstances.  Tho  slstera 
wero  directed  to  rise  at  five  o'clock  in  the  morning,  and,  after 
vocal  and  mental  prayer  until  half-pnRt  six,  they  assisted  at 
the  holy  sacrifice  of  mass,  reciting  tho  first  part  of  the  Ro- 
Baiy  on  their  way  to  the  chapel  and  the  second  on  retam- 
ing.  After  breakfast,  at  nine  o'clock  they  made  an  act  of 
adoration  of  the  Saered  Heart,  and  attended  to  various  em- 
ploymeniA  until  a  quarter  before  twelve,  when  they  devoted 
a  few  moments  to  examination  of  conscience,  adoration,  and 
reading  of  the  New  Testament.  During  dinner  one  of  the 
community  read  a  portion  of  the  Holy  Scriptures.  After  the 
recreation  at  two  o'clock  there  was  a  reading  from  the  Fol- 
lowing of  Christ,  an  adoration,  and  work  until  five  [  then 
visit  to  the  Blessed  Sacrament,  and  recitation  of  the  third 
part  of  the  Rosary.  At  supper  the  Spiritual  Combat  was 
read.  After  the  recreation,  at  half-past  eight  o'clock,  tbero 
was  0.  spiritual  reading,  followed  by  prayers,  when  the  com- 
maaity  retired.  These  rules,  while  they  contributed  to  the 
order  and  regularity  of  the  house,  presented  to  the  sisteia 
abundant  means  of  sanctificatlon.  In  order  to  inspire  them 
with  a  lofty  estimate  of  their  holy  vocation  and  with  zeal  in 

I  the  performanceof  their  duties,  aspiritual  retreat — thcfirstof 

•  Th»  Rt.  Rev.  Benedict  J.  FIngat,   Bishop  elBot  of  Bardstown,  who 
I  *u  tban  about  to  embark  far  Francu,  was  uDQuaiasionaa  tu  ubtnla  th* 
M  of  SL  Vinseat. 
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ftuit  she  derives  froni  it.  The  extraordinary  fuurth  com- 
manion  in  the  week  tthoald  be  limited  to  the  feasts  of  out 
Saviour  and  Blessed  liady,  and  three  or  four  of  the  pntronp, 
Euch  ab  St  Joseph,  St.  Vincent  de  Paul,  St.  Alujsius,  and 
St.  FranciB  de  Siilea.  This  liniitatioD  will  set  a  greater 
valoB  OQ  tliat  favor  and  excite  a  greater  devotioD  ou  tho«0 
daja."  In  the  same  eommuuication  Mr.  Dubourg  eipresaea 
his  great  satisfaction  in  hearing  that  a  "  generous  competi- 
tion to  please  God  in  their  superiors  reigucd  among  all  the 
BBtflra." 

Charity,  the  queen  of  virtues,  reigned  supreme  in  this 
iiivored  epot.  All  seemed  united  bj  one  common  aspifatinn, 
ud  aided  each  other  in  fulfilling  the  duties  of  their  voca 
tioD.  The  sisters  found  ample  employment  in  their  spiritual 
U)d  domestic  affairs,  in  the  instruction  of  yonth  and  the 
eare  of  the  sick.  The  scholastic  esercises  demanded  as  yet 
but  a  Hmatl  portion  of  their  time,  es  the  narrow  space  to  which 
they  were  confined  rendered  it  impossible  to  conduct  a 
school,  properly  bo  called.  The  only  class  held  at  this  time 
consisted  of  the  two  boarders  who  had  followed  Mother 
8etoD  from  Baltimore,  and  her  three  daughters.  But,  inde- 
pendently of  this,  the  sisters  found  sufficient  scope  for  the 
exercise  of  their  industry  in  the  variety  of  domestic  employ- 
ments which  a  community  necessarily  presents,  while  their 
charity  was  called  into  requisition  by  several  families  in  the 
vicinity  that  were  afflicted  with  sickness.  Even  when  her 
own  bouse  was  filled  with  patients  suffering  from  the  fall 
fever,  the  zeal  and  charity  of  Mother  Seton  did  not  with- 
hold from  others  the  valuable  services  of  her  spiritual  daugh- 
ters. The  Eev,  Sir.  Dubois,  chaplain  of  the  sisterhood,  oelo- 
hratcd  mass  everj  day  in  its  humble  chapel;  and  on  Sun- 
days, after  the  early  service  at  St.  Joseph's,  he  officiateil 
either  in  the  village  church  or  that  on  the  mountain.  It 
customary  for  the  sisters  to  attend  this  late  sen-ice, — ■ 
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ciKDiiialoiicc  which  wDtribukid  much  to  the  honor  of  reli 
gion,  by  the  edifjing  example  which  they  diBjiIaycd  on  theii 
vay  to  the  church,  reciting  a  part  of  the  Roeary,  and  iu  the 
holy  place  a^eietiDg  with  piety  and  recollection  at  the  divine 
office.  They  also  rendered  important  assistance  on  wich 
occasions,  in  decorating  the  saDctnsry  of  religion  and  per- 
forming the  duties  of  the  choir.  But  there  was  another  cir- 
cnmataiicc  connected  with  their  Sunday  vuita  to  the  moon- 
tain,  which  deserves  to  be  speeinlly  recorded.  After  the 
morning  ceremony,  they  and  the  yonng  ladies  under  their 
charge  would  assemble  at  a  pincc  milled  the  "Grotto,"  whow 
associations  arc  sacred  in  the  recollection  of  nil  who  ever 
frc(|uented  that  int«reRting  spot.  The  ^tto  was  a  roman- 
tic part  of  the  monntain,  a  little  above  the  seminary,  where 
nature  displayed  itself  in  all  its  rude  and  picturesqne  beauty. 
Huge  rocks,  ovoi^rown  with  luiifiK,  and  projecting  over  a 
ravine  where  a  crystal  stream  gurgled  down  the  hiU  iu  the 
midst  of  dense  foliage  and  wild  flowers  of  various  hues, — 
such  were  the  atcractions  that  had  made  it  a  favorite  resort. 
Here,  too,  the  hind  of  piety  had  planted  the  cross — the  sym- 
bol of  our  redemption, — and  erected  the  image  of  her  who  is 
justly  styled  tte  Help  of  Christians.  Here  would  Mother 
Seton,  before  taking  the  simple  repast  with  her  little  band, 
invoke  the  divine  blessing,  by  reciting  the  "  canticle  of  the 
three  children;"  and  none  that  ever  witnessed  it  could  ever 
foi^et  the  tones  of  that  voice  and  the  fervor  of  that  heart 
which,  in  the  midst  of  the  wild  scenery  of  nature,  called 
upon  all  creatures  to  bless  and  magnify  their  Creator. 

Christian  mortification  was  a  characteristic  feature  of  the 
sisterhood ;  and,  from  the  description  which  Mother  Seton 


of  it,  1 


i  may  infer  that  its  inmates  had  bcgjr 


earnest  to  labor  at  the  work  of  their  sunctifieation. 


"So 


earnest  was  every  heart,"  she  says,  "that  carrot-coffee,  salt 
pork,  and  bntt«rmilk,  seemed  yet  too  good  a  living."     One 


,  of  tbe  asters  who  hud  lived  ir  ensu  lH3fiirc  her  rctirciucm 
from  the  world  is  thuH'pokcn  of  iu  a  letter  written  fnim  St. 
rToaeph's  at  this  time : — "  She  is  mating  fine  progress  in  th« 
paths  of  penaoce,  and  drinks  carrot-coffee  with  as  good  a 
grace  aa  if  she  hud  been  used  to  mortification  all  ht?r  life, 
•nd  takes  dry  bread  at  breakfast  as  if  it  was  really  her  choice, 
licsidi^,  her  eloquent  tonj;no  has  a  continnal  embargo  on  it, 
except  in  recreation;  and  this  is  no  small  penance,  yuu  niLiy 
Boppose,  to  us  all."  The  contracted  residence  of  the  sisters 
not  allowing  tbem  to  conduct  a  school  which  would  afford  the 
means  of  support,  and  the  funds  of  the  house  being  entirely 
absorbed  by  the  purebase  and  improvement  of  tbc  property, 
the  rerentie  of  the  institution  wus  not  <;oiuiueQsunite  with 
the  expenditure  required  for  so  nunierona  a  family;  and, 
owiDg  to  these  c  iron  matinees,  the  conuiiunity  were  at  first 
reduced  to  a  very  destitute  condition.  For  this  reason,  b 
bevcr^ie  was  manufactured  from  carrots,  to  supply  the  placa 
of  coffee,  and  was  sweetened  with  molasses.  The  bread 
oaed  by  the  sisters  was  made  of  rye,  and  of  the  coarsest  de- 
scription. "  For  many  months,"  writes  one  of  the  com- 
munity, "we  were  so  reduced  that  we  often  did  not  know 
where  the  nest  day's  meal  would  come  from."  On  Christ- 
mas-day  they  considered  themselves  fortunate  in  having 
some  smoked  herrings  for  their  dinner  and  a  spoonful  of  mo- 
lasses for  each.  But  these  privations,  far  from  being  unac- 
ceptable to  the  sisters,  were  wclcoined  as  marks  of  the  divine 
protection;  and  they  vied  with  etteh  other  in  making  light 
of  the  inconveniences  they  had  to  suffer.  Mother  Setou, 
notwithstanding  the  difficulties  to  be  encountered,  seemed 
to  be  tho  more  rejoiced  that  the  Sun  of  Oud  found  her  com- 
monity  worthy  of  ahoring  his  crosa.  Often,  in  a.  kind  of 
tnngport,  she  would  exclaim,  her  anus  extended  toward 
heavCD,  "  Oh,  my  sisters !  let  us  love  him :  let  us  ever  be  ready 

I  te  his  holy  will.    He  is  our  father.    Oh,  when  we  «halt  be 
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in  our  dcsr  eternity,  then  «e  will  know  the  value  nf  saf- 
fering  here  below!"  She  never  ceased  to  inculcate  to  her 
ipirituol  daughters  the  duty  of  Banctifjing  thetr  sonis,  and 
hhas  preparing  themBelvea  for  any  good  work  ia  which  it 
would  please  Uod  to  employ  them;  but,  knowing  well  that 
they  could  besome  worthy  instrumenta  of  the  divine  good- 
ness only  by  an  entire  diseagagement  from  themsclvoB  and 
the  world,  she  endeavored,  both  by  word  and  example,  to  in- 
Kpirc  them  with  a  sincere  love  for  the  cross  of  Christ.  Nor 
were  opportunities  wanting  for  the  generoua  practice  of  self- 
dcuiul.  8S  the  preceding  narrative  showti  and  as  will  appear 
still  more  from  the  sequel. 

But,  in  the  midst  of  many  trials,  the  community  of  St. 
Joseph's  presented  abundaut  sources  of  consolation,  among 
which  the  admission  of  Miss  Harriet  Setnn  into  the  Catho- 
lic Church  is  deserving  of  particular  notice.  We  have  seen 
that  this  young  lady,  convinced  of  the  truth,  foimed  the 
generous  resolution  of  embracing  it,  despite  the  formidable 
difficulties  which  such  a  step  would  naturally  create  on  the 
part  of  her  relatives  and  friends  abroad.  From  the  mo- 
ment she  resolved  upon  it,  her  whole  aim  was  to  prepare 
herself  for  a  worthy  reception  of  the  sacmmenta.  Every 
means  of  promoting  her  spiritual  welfare  was  set  to  profit. 
She  joined  the  sisters  of  St.  Joseph's  in  all  their  exercises 
with  a.  most  cheerful  grace,  and  united  with  them  in  the 
most  common  labors,  bearing  the  hardships  of  their  living 
as  if  she  had  always  been  accustomed  to  it.  Bat,  an  the 
hnppy  day  approached  on  which  she  was  to  seal  her  conse- 
oration  to  the'  service  of  Ood  by  a  first  union  with  Jesus 
Christ  in  the  sacrament  of  his  love,  her  soul  was  filled 
with  holy  raptures,  and  the  joy  which  she  felt  displayed 
itself  visibly  in  her  ardent  zeal  to  adorn  the  altar  for  (hat 
blessed  occasion.  It  was  the  festivalof  Our  Lady  of  Mercy, — 
the  24th  of  September, — a  day  of  heavenly  delight  to  bet 
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■nd  of  lively  joy  to  tbe  whole  community,  but  particnlfLrly 
to  Mother  Seton.  The  folIowiDg  aeutiintiutB,  which  she 
peDDed  OD  the  same  day,  will  better  illustrate  the  Htate  of 
her  mind  than  any  words  of  description.  "Is  it  bo,  0  my 
■reauB  I  source  of  all  delight  ?  Have  I  thta  diiy  received  yon 
into  my  heart  ? — a  thought  too  ecatntic ;  a  thought  replete 
vith  the  purest,  the  nii^t  celestial  happiocsa!  Isitsof 
JiisuH,  my  all,  has  condescended  to  enter  my  unworthy  breast, 
to  eonveree  with  roe,  to  "^!  me  his  own  !  He  will  no  lonf^er 
permit  me  to  be  a  stray  aheep ;  he  has  taken  me  on  hia 
shoulders,  and  carried  me  home  to  repoae  in  peace  on  hia 
divine  bosom.  Eternal  praises  and  thanksgivings  would 
come  short  of  what  I  would  wish  to  render  to  him  for  all 
his  mercies  in  calling  me  to  his  holy  Catholic  Church,  the 
only  true  faith.  Oh,  may  this  day  of  heavenly  happiness  be 
marked  in  heaven, — this  day  on  which  my  fervent  and  firm 
reflolutions  to  remain  until  death  therein  were  seaJed  and 
signed  by  hia  precious  body  and  blood !  May  I  ever  find  in 
hiB  adorable  sacrament  the  same  ardent  desire,  the  same 
fervent  wish,  to  bo  for  eternity  united  to  Jesua!" 

To  consolidate  this  happiness  by  setting  to  profit  the 
opportunities  which  she  enjoyed  in  the  aolitude  of  St.  Jo- 
seph's Valley,  she  solicited  from  her  friends  in  New  York  a 
further  leave  of  absence  than  had  at  first  been  obtained 
Her  request,  however,  not  being  granted,  she  took  occasion 
to  urge  it  still  more  forcibly  upon  their  favorable  conaidera- 
letler  to  a  married  sister,  whom  she  viewed  iu 
the  light  of  a  mother, she  says,  "Your  long-expected  letter, 
iny  beloved  mother,  has  at  length  arrived,  but,  with  it,  not, 
I  had  fondly  anticipated,  a  compliance  with  the  wish  I 
had  recently  expressed, — an  intention,  I  thought,  very  fnr 
from  displeasing  or  giving  you  the  STnallest  pain,  and  one 
which,  from  the  very  particular  and  critical  situation  of  our 
Ceuilia's  health,  might  naturally  be  espectcd.      Bul^ 
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agaimt  oveiy  opposition  to  the  step  she  had  laLcn.  Home 
and  kindred,  the  favor  of  friends,  the  pleasure^of  the  world, — 
sll  were  accounted  aa  nothing,  so  far  as  the^  ooaflicted  with 
the  one  thing  necessary — tho  salvntion  of  her  soul.  She 
woold  rather  be  denounced  in  the  company  of  true  beliOvera 
and  endure  the  hardshipa  and  privations  which  the  humble 
cot  of  St.  Joseph's  then  imposed,  th^n,  at  the  sacrifice  of  her 
interior  peace,  shine  in  the  gay  circles  of  the  world  or  taato 
of  its  fescinating  hut  delusive  joys.  In  this  generous  re- 
solve she  was  doubly  confirmed  bj  the  grace  of  that  inyigor- 
^ng  sacrament  in  which  the  Holy  Ghost  with  his  manifold 
gifts  descends  into  the  Christian  soul.  This  happiness  she 
enjoyed  on  the  20th  of  October,  when  Bishop  Carroll  honored 
St.  Joseph's  sisterhood  with  a  first  visit  and  administered 
the  holy  rite  of  confirmation.  Additional  light  and  energy 
could  not  have  been  more  opportunely  imparted  to  this 
young  and  fervent  convert ;  for  no  sooner  did  the  intelli- 
genee  of  her  union  with  the  Catholic  Church  reach  New 
York  than  she  became  an  oliject  of  censure  and  persecution, 
while  no  small  share  of  the  dreadfnl  mischief  was  attributed 
to  the  "  siren  voice"  of  Mother  Seton.  The  reproachful 
letters  of  her  friends  and  the  learned  ones  of  controvcrtists 
were  darted  upon  her;  but,  equally  regardless  of  the  impu- 
tatioDS  cast  upon  her  sincerity  and  upon  her  wisdom,  she 
only  looked  forward  to  the  "supernal  prize,"  striving,  by  a 
freaucnt  approach  of  the  sacraments  and  by  exercising  every 
nuvk  of  faithful  souls,  to  prepare  herself  for  the  rewards  rf 
eternal  life.  She  soon  became  ripe  for  heaven.  During  the 
antuiuQ  and  winter  of  1809,  the  sisterhood  of  St.  Joseph's 
Waaaoveretytried  by  sickness  as  well  as  privation, — an  event 
wbiob  the  cautious  observer  easily  anticipated.  Bishop  Car- 
roll, writing  to  Mother  Seton  in  the  beginning  of  November, 
Kmnrks  : — ''  I  cannot  reflect  with  patience  on  your  sitnstioo 
I  Knd  tbat  of  your  dear  sisters  for  this  winter  :  for  Mr.  Da- 
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tad  ardent  deacription.  Since  her  first  coniniuaiun  &be  had 
recGiTed  weekly,  and  HometimcB  ofteuer,  this  bread  of  aa- 
'  gels,  and  during  ber  sickneBH  it  was  a  Hunrce  of  utiBpeakablu 
joy  to  her  heart.  Even  in  the  moniontfl  of  delirium  produced 
by  inflammation  of  the  hrain,  all  her  thoughts  seemed  to  be 
engroBBed  hy  that  divine  object ;  and  the  last  si^n  of  remain' 
ing  life  and  reason  that  ehe  exhibited  nas  an  effort  to  join 
the  fliatera  in  a  hymn  at  the  benediction.  She  then  sank 
into  a  stupor,  from  which  she  passed  to  the  sleep  of  death  on 
the  22d  of  December.  The  following  day  her  precious  re- 
mains were  eonvejed,  amid  the  tears  and  prayers  of  her 
companions,  to  the  xileiit  woods,  and  deposited  in  th^  very 
spot  which  she  herself  had  chosen.  During  the  preceding 
summer.  Mother  Seton  had  one  day  invited  the  sisters  to 
take  a  walk  and  select  a  place  for  a  cemetery.  Miss  Har- 
riet Seton  accompanied  them.  Some  designated  one  spot, 
some  another;  bnt  the  attention  of  Miss  Seton  was  arrested 
by  a  large  oak-treo  before  her,  and,  having  an  apple  in  her 
hand,  she  playfully  threw  it  against  the  tree,  saying,  in  a  lend 
tone  of  voice,  "This  is  my  spot."  Her  words  were  predict- 
ive; in  four  months  she  reposed  there,  tbo  "  first-fmits  of 
them  who  sleep"  in  St.  Joseph's  Valley. 

Though  the  decease  of  her  cherished  sieter  was  a  severe 
trial  to  Mother  Seton,  she  derived  abundant  consolation 
from  her  lively  faith,  which  viewed  the  aflJictiona  dispensed 
by  the  hand  of  God  as  evidences  of  his  special  favor  and  pro- 
tection. She  also  found,  in  the  particular  interest  manifested 
for  her  and  those  around  her  by  the  most  pious  and  respect- 
able eoclesiastics  in  the  country,  a  support  to  her  fortitude 
and  increased  encouragement  to  persevere  in  the  paths  of 
OhriBtian  perfection.  "As  you  are  happy  enough,"  writet 
the  Rev.  Anthony  Kohlman,  then  in  New  York,  "  to  lake 
joni  many  trials  in  that  light  in  which  the  saints  considered 
Ukaa,  as  great  favors  of  your  divine  Brid^room, — as,  instead 
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e^enl  for  herself.  Prom  what  storms  and  JangcrB  ia  sLc  noi 
delivered !  Perliaps  God  foresaw  tliat,  if  she  had  livud,  the 
perseiiutions  and  allurements  of  a  wicked  world  would  have 
aliaken  her  constancy  and  caused  her  to  forsake  her  good 
reaolutiouB.  Let  us  adore  the  unsearchable,  but  alwajs  wise 
Bud  merciful,  ways  of  Providenec;  and  let  us  more  than  evei 
convince  ourtwlvea  that  Jeaus  wishes  to  be  the  sole  fH«- 
Bessor  of  our  hearts,  and  would  have  his  spousea  above  all  others 
to  abandon  themselvos  with  perfect  resignation  into  his 
hands,  cuBting  away  all  anxious  cares,  leaving  entirely  to 
him  the  choice  of  the  good  or  evils  that  are  to  befall  them, 
with  a  total  abnegation  of  their  own  interest  and  a  full  ro- 
liancc  on  the  care  of  his  providence,  having  no  other  thought, 
in  troublesome  and  painful  eucouoters,  than  to  submit  lov- 
ingly to  whatever  Glod  will  be  pleased  to  ordain.  The  soul 
in  this  atate  of  resignation  fears  neither  sickness  nor  poverty, 
desires  neither  health  nor  riches,  but  simply  applies  to 
the  service  of  her  Master,  according  to  this  word  of  our  Lord 
to  a  beloved  spouse  of  bis :  '  Tokc  care  of  me  and  I  will  of 
thee.'  How  precious  are  the  fruits  of  this  resignation !  It 
makes  the  soul  the  dwelling  of  peace,  joy,  and  liberty,  which 
are  the  true  fruits  of  the  Divine  Spirit."  December  28, 
1809.  Such  were  the  esceljent  maxims  which  Mother  Seton 
adopted  for  the  regulation  of  her  sentiments  and  actions. 
Submission  to  the  holy  will  of  God  was  constantly  on  het 
lips  and  in  her  heart;  and,  in  the  numerous  and  severe  trials 
which  she  had  to.  contend  with,  she  found  perpetual  occa^ 
siuna  for  the  practice  and  cultivation  of  this  necessary  virtue. 
The  new  house  which  had  been  undertaken  for  (he  more 
ooDvenient  location  of  the  sisters  having  been  sufficiently 
advanced  to  allow  them  to  occupy  at  least  a  part  of  it,  they 
Feraoved  thither  on  the  20th  of  February,  1810.  It  was  a 
log-building,  two  stories  high,  fronting  to  the  south,  and 
having  the  main  entrance  e<iuidiBtuut  from  tlie  two  coda 
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At  the  eastern  extremity  a  small  kitchen  was  attached  to  it, 
and  on  the  west  was  another  addition  for  the  purpose  of  a 
sanctuary,  sacristy,  and  an  apartment  where  strangers  could 
assist  at  mass,  facing  one  end  of  the  sanctuary.  The  choir, 
where  the  community  heard  mass  and  performed  other  de- 
votions, was  immediately  in  front  of  the  altar,  and  hy  means 
of  a  foldiug-door  could  he  united  with  or  separated  from  it 
as  the  occasion  required.  The  hlessed  Sacrament  was  con- 
veyed from  its  former  locality  to  its  more  worthy  hut 
humhle  receptacle,  with  all  the  solemnity  which  circumstances 
permitted,  the  Rev.  Mr.  Dubois  officiating,  and  the  sisters 
walking  in  procession,  with  hearts  joyfully  uplifted  to  Grod. 
who  was  leading  them  another  step  in  their  way  to  useful- 
ness. The  newly-constructed  sanctuary  could  boast  of  no 
rich  decorations ;  but  there  was  a  beauty  of  virtue  and  a 
fragrance  of  devotion  that  adorned  its  precincts  and  made  it 
lovely  in  the  eyes  of  the  Almighty.  "  So  poor  was  the  little 
altar,''  says  a  cotemporary  witness,  ''that  its  chief  ornaments 
were  a  framed  portrait  of  our  dear  Redeemer,  which  Mother 
had  brought  with  her  from  New  York,  her  own  little  silver 
candlesticks,  some  wild  laurel,  paper  flowers,  &c. :  yet,  what 
a  happy,  happy  company,  far  from  the  busy,  bustling  scenes 
of  a  miserable,  faithless  world !"  In  front  of  the  altar  were 
inscribed  those  significant  words  of  our  Saviour : — "  This  is 
my  command,  that  you  love  one  another.''  The  sisters,  being 
now  provided  with  the  necessary  accommodations  for  the 
commencement  of  a  day-school,  opened  a  course  of  instruc- 
ti(»ns  on  the  22d  of  February,  many  pupils  having  been  i-e- 
ceived  from  the  village  and  surrounding  country.  In  the 
education  of  youth  they  were  directed  by  the  superiors  to 
aim  chiefly  at  the  inculcation  of  piety  and  sound  morals, 
though  secular  learning  was  not  to  be  neglected.  We  have 
seen  that  Mother  Seton  had  placed  her  community  in  a  spe- 
cial manner  under  the  patronage  ot  St.  Joseph,  the  patron 
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of  those  who  are  chared  with  the  care  a.D  1  inatructioD  of 
youth.  For  thia  reason  she  desired  that,  in  commeacing  the 
dutieg  of  the  sisterhood  in  the  new  reaideoue,  the  more 
sMemn  invocation  of  the  divine  blessinj:;  upon  the  untlertak- 
iog  Ehfluld  take  pla^^e  ander  hia  auaptces  j  and  accordingly 
the  first  high  maaa  chanted  in  the  large  ehapel  was  celebrated 
on  1 16  festival,  the  19th  of  March,  ISIO. 

But  her  attention  to  the  details  of  the  iostitution  woa 
Boon  divided  b;  the  increasing  illncaa  of  her  ^ister-in-law 
Cecilia,  whose  health  had  but  temporarily  improved  since 
her  arrival  in  the  vicinity  of  Emmettaburg.  This  heroic 
young  lady,  who  had  exhibited  in  her  conversion  a,  piety, 
wisdom,  and  intrepidity  seldom  equalled  in  maturer  jeais, 
had  always  ardently  desired  to  embrace  a  life  of  religious 
seclusion,  and  when  Providence  afforded  her  on  opportnnity 
of  joining  Mother  Seton,  she  was  determined  to  remain 
with  her,  expecting,  as  she  said,  "  not  a  life  of  ease  and 
pleasure,  but  a  life  of  penance  and  humiliation." 

Her  anticipations  were  fully  realized  [  for  the  poverty  of 
the  iustitutioii  to  which  she  had  attached  herself,  with  her 
continual  eufferinga,  afforded  her  constant  occasions  for  the 
practice  of  Christian  self-denial.  The  following  scntimenta 
which  she  wrote  in  several  letters  to  one  of  her  spiritual 
directors,  only  a  short  time  before  her  death,  will  exhibit  a 
true  picture  of  her  soul. 

"  February  1,  1810. 

"  This  day,  my  dearest  iather,  I  am  filled  with  the  idea 
that  I  shall  not  see  the  end  of  this  month.  They  tell  me  I 
■m  recovering ;  I  think  the  remainder  of  my  esile  will  bo 
very  short, — blessed  bo  G-od! — ^j-et,  strange  to  tell,  I  am 
melancholy  and  sad.  I  long  for  the  moment  when  this 
mortal jwrt  shall  be  dissolved,  and  the  soul  will  rest  in  the 
bosom  of  its  God.  Yet  I  fear  the  approaching  moment. 
Why  is  it  BO?     Because  I  know  judgment  must  follow 


death  If  tlie  saints  theinBelvea  bo  mucli  feared  the  tiiliit- 
oal,  what  mnst  /do?  You  will  tell  me,  thej  confided  in 
the  mercj  of  their  God.  Oh,  was  it  not  for  the  confidence 
with  nbtch  toy  Jesus  lUBpircs  me,  what  would  become  of 
me  ?  OftuntitDes  I  behold  nothing  but  darkness  and  glooiu 
before  me ;  'tia  then  that  the  eoul  clings  close  to  our  Adored 
— more  clueelj  tha'n  ever." 

"  March  I. 

"  The  month  of  February  post,  and  mj  tottering  frame 
Btill  stands;'  but  whence  this  change?  With  a  eheerful 
heart  X  feel  myeclf  every  day  get  wcnJter,  and  feel  huppy 
in  the  idon  that  a  few  weeks  must  end  it  all.  What  now  's 
all  the  world  to  me  ?  it  vanishoa  like  smoke.  Ni^ht  or  day, 
sunshine  or  rain— 'tis  all  one  to  me.  My  eyes  are  fixed  on 
the  eternal  day ;  pain  has  beeoaio  my  rest,  and  ray  nights 
never  more  sweetly  passed  than  when  restless  and  uneaxy. 
Dearest  Lord  !  how  good  you  are  to  me ;  you  have  indeed 
heard  my  prayer — alwaya  to  let  me  saffer  for  you,  that  so  1 
may  expiate  my  offences;  and  when  the  hour  of  death  shall 
come  I  may  pass  immediately  from  this  world  into  thy  anus 
of  merey.  Oh,  how  precious  now  is  every  hour  of  my 
time  !  Not  an  instant  shall  be  lost.  Every  thought,  word, 
and  action,  shall  tend  to  the  one  point.  And  how  ungratefni 
I  should  be  to  my  merciful  Creator  did  I  not  devote  to  him, 
to  the  uttermost  of  my  power,  the  short  remainder  of  my 
life,  which,  most  probably,  will  be  but  a  few  weeks  longer ! 

"  Since  the  last  accounts  to  my  dearest  Father,  the  soul 
has  tasted  more  peace  than  it  has  since  our  darling  Harriet 
has  gone.  Death  has  no  longer  a  frightful  appearance.  I 
can  now  meditate  on  it  with  the  greatest  composure;  my 
daily  pains  I  feel  hourly  more  precious,  though  sometimes  1 
get  wearied,  and  even  wish  to  he  released ;  yet  I  find,  in  mj 
severest  pains,  that  I  fervently  pray  our  Lord  to  gfve  ma 
ittll  more,  and  purify  and  prepare  mo  for  himself.     I  eau- 


not  help  thinking,  from  the  nature  of  mj  comptaint,  Ihiit  I 
■m  fast  approaching  toward  the  end  of  iny  exile ;  the  pil- 
grimage has  heen  wearisome,  the  mountaiD  very  hard  h> 
olimb  these  few  months  past,  which  only  niakea  me  long 
more  ardently  for  the  huveu  of  rest.  But  shall  I  ever  reach 
that  port?  May  there  uot  he  some  sins  yet  uuexpiated? 
If  so,  [  trust  our  Jesus  will  shed  a  raj  of  his  divine  light 
in  my  unworthy  bosom.  Before  the  arrival  of  that  hour 
douhte  nod  fears  will  arise ;  hut  Jesus  speaks  peace  and 
comfort.  I  cannot  express  to  my  soul's  Father  my  longing 
desires  for  the  Holy  Communion.  I  receive  as  often  as 
the  sisters,  but  I  seem  to  desire  still  more;  and  days  thit 
[  do  not  recoive  him  I  am  not  the  same  creature.  I  havti 
much  more  comfort  in  my  communions  than  formerly. 
According  to  our  necessities  he  gives.  Death  and  eternity 
ever  before  mo !  Why  is  it  so  ?  Because  thou,  dearest 
Lord,  giveat  me  some  pain,  some  bodily  uneasiness,  to  re- 
miud  me  of  the  slightness  of  that  thread  which  Lotda  my 
existence.  Was  it  always  so  ?  Once  you  saw  my  weakness, 
lod  pitied  it.  You  have  made  me  see,  dear  Lord,  the  vanity 
of  all  human  things.  I  now  truly  feel  this  life  a  weary  pil- 
grimage, and  long  for  the  hour  when  my  mnrtal  part  shiill 
be  dissolved  and  I  shall  be  at  rest.  Cut  and  crucify  this 
sinfiil  body  here;  here  let  it  pay  the  penalty  that  is  due; 
but  oh,  my  Jesus,  spare  me  hereafter ! — at  the  hour  of  death 
comfort  and  receive  me !" 

In  the  second  week  of  April,  by  the  reeommeudation  ot 
the  physieiaQS,  sister  Cecilia  Seton  was  conveyoJ  to  Balti- 
more by  Mother  Seton,  accompanied  by  her  eldest  daughter 
and  one  of  the  community.  It  was  thought  that  s  change 
of  air  and  better  opportunities  of  medical  advice  might 
prove  beneficial;  but,  toward  the  end  of  the  month,  she 
calmly  yielded  her  soul  into  the  hands  of  God,  the  adroiru- 
Uon  of  all  who  knew  her,  for  the  many  brilliant  virtues  ii-id 
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atuiuMe  (jualities  which  s 
conducted  by  a  procession  of  the  clergy,  followed  by  ■> 
numerous  concourae  of  persona,  to  the  chapel  of  St.  Mary's 
Semioary,  where  a  Bolemn  moss  of  recjuieio  was  celebrated 
for  her  repose ;  and,  after  the  ceremony,  Slother  Seton,  with 
the  Rev.  Mr.  Cloriviere  and  the  dieter  who  had  accompanied 
her  to  Baltimore,  set  out  immediately  for  BinniettsbDrg,  to 
convey  the  body  of  her  beloved  relative  to  its  final  resting- 
place  in  St.  Joseph's  Valley.  It  was  deposited  in  that  lonely 
Bpot  on  the  30th  of  the  month.  If  nature  grieved  at  the 
loaa  of  one  so  dearly  cherishedj  faith  rejoiced  at  the  happy 
event.  The  death  of  her  two  sisters-in-law,  who  were  aa 
the  dearer  part  of  Mother  Seton's  existence,  became  for  her 
a  source  of  holy  joy;  inasmuch  as  she  saw  them  sheltered 
from  many  dangers  that  would  have  been  unavoidable  in 
their  situation,  if  they  bad  beca  obliged  to  return  among 
their  kindred,  or  even  had  tbey  remained  with  ber  to  pass 
througb  the  trials  of  perseverance  to  which  they  would  have 
been  subjected.  She  thua  spealis  of  them  in  writing  to  a 
ProtoBtant  friend : — "  Dearest  Harriet  and  my  angel  Cecil 
Bleep  in  the  wood  close  beside  me.  The  children,  and  many 
of  our  good  sisters,  to  whom  they  were  much  attached,  have 
planted  their  graves  with  wild-flowers,  and  the  little  en- 
closure which  contains  them  is  the  dearest  spot  t«  me  on 
earth.  I  do  not  miss  them  half  as  much  as  you  would 
think,  as,  according  to  my  mod  notiom,  it  seems  as  if  they 
are  always  around  me.  At  all  events,  separation  will  not  be 
long." 

Vastly  different  were  the  sentiments  which  the  departure 
of  these  two  young  ladies  in  the  bloom  of  life  awakened 
among  some  of  their  anti-Catholic  friends.  For  them  it 
was  a  sore  vexation,  and,  in  consequence,  they  Tisited 
Mother  Seton  with  expressions  of  the  strongest  indigna- 
tion.    According  to  them  she  waa  "  the  peat  of  society,"  a 
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"  hypocrite  atid  bigot,"  becanae  sbe  would  Dot,  like  tbcm,  act 
tlie  tji'ant  over  the  consciences  of  others :  but  ull  this,  bb 
■he  observed  to  a,  friend,  was  "  music  to  the  spirit  loDgiug 
only  to  be  coaformed  to  Him  who  was  despised  and  rejected 

Keleased  from  her  attendance  upon  the  sick,  Mother 
SetoD  applied  bereelf  unremittingly  to  the  duties  of  tbe 
opening  school  sod  of  the  spiritual  community  under  ber 
charge.  On  the  14th  of  May,  the  first  boarding-pupils  were 
received  from  Frederick  county,  five  in  number,  aud  were 
Boon  followed  by  others.  In  June,  the  total  number  of 
scholars  at  St.  Joseph's  was  forty,  and  before  the  close  of  the 
year  tbe  boarders  alone  bad  increased  to  thirty.  The  instita- 
tion,  however,  according  to  its  original  design,  was  intended 
TSitber  for  the  benefit  of  the  poorer  class  than  for  the  educa- 
tion of  the  rich;  but  tbe  indebtedness  of  the  house,  and 
tbe  want  of  an  adequate  support,  rendered  tbe  admission 
of  tbe  latter  unavoidable.  Aided  by  excellent  tutoreeses, 
Mother  Seton  confined  herself  principally  to  a  general  super- 
intendence of  the  school,  particularly  as  ber  feeble  health 
did  not  permit  her  to  assume  any  laborious  duty.  Her  part 
iras  to  visit  the  classes,  to  exercise  the  talent  of  smiling  and 
caressing,  to  give  the  look  of  eucouragoment  or  reproof,  and 
in  this  way  to  inspire  both  the  pupils  and  their  mistreased 
witb  a  cheerful  zeal  in  tbe  performance  of  their  respective 
duties.  Tbe  applications  for  admistiions  into  tbe  sisterhood 
were  also  frequent,  and,  witb  tbe  prospects  of  the  school, 
gave  reason  to  believe  that  tbe  divine  blessing  would  con- 
tinue to  attend  tbe  institution.  Mothor  Seton  thus  alludes 
to  the  condition  of  the  house  toward  the  end  of  May,  1810. 
After  mentioning  some  of  tbe  difBeulties  she  had  eucouD- 
tered  in  the  beginning,  sbe  says ; — "  You  know  the  enemy 
of  kH  good  will  of  course  make  his  endeavors  to  destroy  itj 
but  it  eeems  our  Adored  is  determined  on  its  full  suceess, 


liy  tbo  oxccllent  subjects  he  has  placed  tii  it.  We  are  lioif 
twelve,  and  aa  many  again  arc  waiting  for  aduiissioo.  I 
bave  a  very,  very  large  school  to  superintend  every  day,  and 
the  entire  charge  of  the  religious  intitniction  of  all  the 
country  round.  All  apply  to  the  SislerB  of  Charity,  who 
are  night  and  day  devoted  to  the  sick  and  the  ignorant 
Our  blessed  Bishop  intends  removing  a  detachment  of  ua 
to  Baltimore,  to  perform  the  same  duties  there. _  We  have 
here  a  very  good  house  though  a  log  building,  and  it  will 
be  the  mother-house  and  retreat  in  all  coses,  be  a  portion 
of  the  sisterhood  will  always  remain  in  it,  to  keep  the  spin- 
ning, weaving,  knitting,  and  school  for  country-people,  regn- 
larly  progressing.  Our  blessed  Bishop  is  bo  fond  of  oui 
establiahtuent  that  it  seems  to  be  the  darling  part  of  hifi 
chaise ;  and  this  consoles  me  for  every  difficulty  or  embor- 
rassment.  All  the  clergy  in  America  support  it  by  their 
prayers;  and  there  is  every  hope  that  it  is  the  seed  of  an 
immensity  of  future  good.  You  must  admire  how  our  Lord 
should  have  chosen  such  a  one  as  /  to  preside  over  it,  but 
you  know  he  loves  to  show  his  strength  in  weakness  and 
bis  wisdom  in  the  ignorant;  his  blessed  name  be  adored 
forever !  It  is  in  the  bumble,  poor,  and  helpless  he  delights 
to  number  his  greatest  mercies  and  set  them  as  marks  to 
encourage  poor  sinners." 

Though  Mother  Seton  deemed  herself  unworthy  of  the 
Btatioa  which  she  filled,  the  rapid  progress  of  her  iusdtn- 
tion  proved  that  she  was  fully  adequate  to  the  office  that 
had  been  assigned  her.  During  the  years  1810  and  1811 
several  candidates  applied  for  aduiiasion  into  the  sisterhood, 
which  steadily  increased  in  numbers,  while  it  continued  to 
flourish  in  the  fervent  practice  of  the  Christiau  virtnee. 
Of  these  Mother  Seton  furnished  a  bright  example.  A 
ipirit  of  mortification,  love  of  holy  poverty,  strict  fidelity  to 
rules,  recollection  of  mind,  with  a  cheerful  countenance, 


ehuno  conspicuously  in  all  her  actions.  No  one  couH  risit 
St,  Joseph's  House  without  being  edified  by  the  leoJ  3j)d 
regularity  which  prevailed  there.  Upon  a  visit  which  tha 
Rt  Rev.  Bishop  Ohevems  made  to  the  valley  io  Noveiuber, 
1810,  in  company  with  Bishop  Egan,  of  Philadelphia,  he 
was  sensibly  affected  by  the  spirit  of  fervor  which  he  wit- 
nessed among  the  sisters.  Writing  to  their  Molher-Supe- 
Hor  shortly  after,  he  saya,  "The  happy  moments  I  have 
spent  with  you  and  them  are  present  to  my  mind,  and  still 
more  to  my  heart,  I  almost  envy  their  happiness  and 
yours.  I  hope  their  pious  example  has  not  been  lost  upon 
me."  On  the  other  hand,  the  truly  religions  spirit  of  St. 
Joseph's  coTumuuity  was  not  less  clearly  manifested  in  thu 
lively  joy  which  the  presence  of  those  eioellent  prelates  in- 
spired. "I  need  not  teil  you,"  says  Mother  Sctou,  in  a 
letter  to  Arohbiahop  Carroll,  "  our  consolation  in  reueiviiig 
the  blessed  bishops,  nor  how  many  benedictions  they  poured 
upon  us.  Wo  have  been  very  sensible  of  this  special  favor," 
To  Mother  Selon  the  visit  of  Bishop  Cheverus  waa  a  source 
of  peoatiar  satisfaction;  and  theimpressiona  which  it  awakened 
may  be  more  easily  imagined  than  described.  He  had  been 
her  friend  and  counsellor  before  and  eyer  since  her  conver 
sion }  had  ^ded  her  in  various  and  important  junctures  by  tiii; 
wise  instructions,  ajid  still  maintained  with  her  a  corre- 
spondence in  which  he  manifested  the  liveliest  interest  in  the 
welfare  of  herself,  her  children,  and  her  spiritual  daughters. 
But  this  valued  and  venerated  guide  she  bad  never  seen 
until  he  presented  himself  at  the  sisterhood  on  the  occasion 
just  mentioned,  "  No  sooner  did  he  make  himself  known  to 
her  than  she  fell  upon  her  knees,  seized  his  hands,  bathing 
them  with  her  tears,  and  remained  in  that  posture  more  than 
Gve  minutes,  without  feeing  able  to  articulate  a  word."*'"' 
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At  tliis  lime  Mother  SeUin  doriveil  the  most  efficient  aid 
from  the  wise  direction  of  the  Bcv.  John  B.  David,  who, 
upon  the  resignatioa  of  Mr.  Dubourg,  bad  been  uppointed 
Buperior  of  St.  Joseph's  community.  Mr.  David  wua  bom 
neur  Angers,  in  France,  in  1761,  of  pious  purentH,  whose 
earnest  efforts  were  directed  to  liis  religious  education. 
Blessed  from  hie  earlj  childhood  with  a  disposition  to  piety, 
and  endowed  with  eicellent  talents,  he  rapidly  advanced  in 
knowledge  and  virtue,  and  passed  through  his  oollegiate 
course  amoug  the  Oratoriaos  with  distiaguisbed  success. 
Having  embraced  the  ecclesiastical  state,  he  studied  theology 
in  the  seminary  of  Nantes,  and  afterward,  when  a  deacon, 
he  joined  the  society  of  St.  Sulpitius.  Upon  his  ordination 
*j  the  priesthood,  in  1785,  he  was  employed  by  his  superiors 
in  the  seminary  of  Angers,  as  a  professor  of  philosophy, 
theology,  and  Scripture ;  but  the  institution  having  soon  been 
cl  ised  by  the  revolutionary  Diovements,  Mr.  David  toolt 
shelter  in  a  private  family,  where  he  lived  retired  for  two 
years,  and  then  sailed  for  the  United  States  in  the  company 
ofKev.  Messrs.  Fliiget  and  Badin,  in  1792,  During  the  voyage 
he  applied  himself  to  the  study  of  the  EngUsh  language;  for 
be  made  it  a  rule  lo  be  always  employed  iu  some  useful  oc- 
cupation Hence,  on  bis  arrival  iu  this  country,  having  soma 
knowledge  of  English,  he  was  at  once  appointed  by  Bishop 
Carroll  to  the  charge  of  a  mission  in  Maryland,  where  be 
labored  for  twelve  years  with  great  assiduity  and  Buccess. 
He  was  the  first  to  introduce  among  the  faithful  io  the 
United  States  the  salutary  practice  of  spiritual  retreat;),  and 
he  found  them  most  effectual  means  of  reviving  the  spirit 
of  piety  among  the  members  of  bis  different  congregations. 
In  ISOl,  Bishop  Carroll  named  him  to  a  professorship  is 
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Georgetown  Cfjllcgo,  whiuh  he  filled  with  ability  ;  ami  two 
years  after,  he  was  called  to  St.  Mary's  Semiuary,  in  Balti- 
more, under  the  charge  of  the  Sulpitians,  Kr  which  hody  he 
belonged.  Here  he  was  laboriously  occupied  in  varioua 
offices  of  the  institution,  and  in  the  duties  of  the  saered 
tnioistry,  when  in  the  full  of  1809  be  was  appointed  to  super- 
intend the  spiritual  concerns  of  the  rising  community  in 
St.  Joseph's  Valley.  For  thia  office  be  was  well  qualified  by 
his  skill  in  the  direction  of  souls  a.nd  his  zeal  for  the  striot 
obserranee  of  discipline.  Obedience  and  simplicity  werw 
poiiitB  ou  which  he  insisted  in  a  special  manner  in  his  io- 
Btniotions  to  the  sisters.  They  were  virtues  in  which  bo 
excelled  himself,  and  which  be  was  carefiil  to  impres«  upon 
aU  under  big  charge.  The  second  retreat  of  the  comniuiiity, 
which  comnieuced  on  the  8th  of  October,  1810,  waa  con- 
ducted by  him.  At  this  time  there  were  fifteen  members  ia 
the  sisterhood.  Tho  foUowinj;  direction,  which  he  gave  to 
Mother  Scton,  selected  from  tho  few  fragments  of  hia  inatruo- 
lions  that  have  been  preserved,  may  still  be  read  with  profit, 
and  will  perhaps  be  intereatiug  to  those  who  now  belong  to 
the  society.  ''  I  am  sorry  to  hear  of  your  being  ao  much 
iodisposijd.  Undoubtedly,  Lent,  though  not  very  severe  in 
these  oui"  wretched  times,  ought  nevertheless  to  abate  some- 
thing of  ita  rigors  for  those  who  are  in  your  case.  Your 
pastor  aid  confessor  will  prescribe  in  hia  prudence  what 
'  your  Bitu&tion  requires,  and  I  doubt  not  but  that  the  love  of 
penance  will  yield  in  our  dear  infirm  sisters  to  the  voice  of 
obedience,  for  obedience  Is  better  than  sacrifice.  I  mucU 
npprore  of  the  maxim  that  complaining  is  a  sort  of  infidelity 
when  it  has  for  its  principle  impatience  or  an  anxiety  for 
relief.  But,  on  the  other  side,  obedience  and  sincerity  ro« 
qnire  that  infirm  aintrers,  when  asked  about  their  state  of 
health,  should  candidly  declare  what  they  suffer,  neither  add- 
throu^-h  exaggeration,  easily  suggested  by  self-love  to 
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meeAj,  owdor,  amplici^,  bo  nraek  reeominetided  to  its  in 
tbe  f<»p«I ;  and  to  remind  them  ottea  that  the  true  spirit 
af  religion  is  a  spirit  of  infanej,  wbich.  knows  no  di^uise. 
It  mnet  be  a  rale  among  the  eisurs  tbat,  wbenever  tbe^  are 
ia  Ji^Keed,  tbej  do  not  wait  till  tbey  are  asked,  bnt  go  and 
dedaie  it  to  their  Mother,  not  bj  manner  of  complaint,  bnl 
eimply  tbnH^h  pradence  and  obedieDce  to  the  rule;  and, 
when  qneetioned,  they  onght  also  to  answer  in  all  simplici^ 
and  trath." — FebniarT  23,  1811.  A  few  months  after  he 
had  written  this  letter,  St.  Joseph's  was  deprived  of  the  valu- 
able services  of  Mr.  David,  io  conseqnence  of  bis  determi- 
Dation  to  follow  the  Rt.  Rev.  Bishop  Flaget,  bis  old  friend 
aad  compBnioD.  to  hb  new  Geld  of  labor.  Tbey  set  out 
for  Kentucky  in  the  spring  of  that  year.  Mother  Seton 
having  always  relied  for  direction  chiefly  upon  the  wige 
counsels  of  Archbishop  Carroll,  she  became  still  more  the 
object  of  his  paternal  care  now  that  another  change  in  the 
government  of  St.  Joseph's  Uuuse  bad  become  necessary  by 
the  departure  of  Rev.  Mr.  David.  She  had  maintained  an 
uninterrupted  correspondence  with  that  venerable  prelate, 
who  evinced  a  most  lively  interest  for  the  happiness  of  her- 
self, her  children,  and  ber  community.  On  this  occasion  be 
wrote  to  ber  assuring  her  of  his  continued  solicitude  and  of 
hia  earnest  attention  to  all  that  would  be  Tequisito  for  the 
"benefit  and  perfect  contentment  of  herself  and  her  inte- 
resting family."  At  this  period,  and  until  the  appointment 
of  another  ecolosiastical  superior,  be  assumed  a  more  parti- 
cular superintendence  of  her  affairs,  owing  to  ciroiimstsncoi 
that  will  be  mentioned  in  the  sequel. 

\Vith  tbo  income  from  the  school  and  the  occasional  d(j- 
nations  of  i>er8oris  friendly  to  the  institution,  St.  Joscph'i 
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Hiuse  liai!  sti  far  iiilvannpiJ  without  embarrasgmcnt.  As  wa 
have  seen,  Mr.  Anthony  Filiccht,  of  Leghorn,  had  no  BOODei 
heard  of  the  inatitutjon  undertaken  by  Mother  Seton  in 
Baltimore,  than  he  contributed  largely  to  the  furtherance  of 
it,  directing  her  at  the  same  time  to  draw  without  he«itattoD 
upon  his  agents  for  any  additional  aid  she  might  roquiit). 
Ad  occasion  soon  preficut^d  itself  for  another  appeal  to  his 
libeiality.  Rov.  Nicholas  Zocchi,  an  Italian  clergyman,  who 
was  pastor  of  Taneytown  and  other  places  in  Maryland, 
was  about  to  visit  Italy,  and  he  requested  Mother  Seton.  to 
exchange  a  thousand  dollars  with  him  for  a  bill  on  her 
friend  in  Leghorn,  which  she  readily  did,  having  need  of 
funds  at  the  time ;  but,  fearing  lest  she  might  have  calcu- 
lated too  much  upon  bis  generosity,  she  thna  espressos  her 
appTehengions : — "  It  is  almost  useless  to  tell  you  that  the 
New  Yorkers  have  given  me  up  altogether  and  entirely.  .  .. 
I  find  my  name  cannot  be  iiientioned  before  them.  .  .  .  Does 
it  hurt  you  that  I  pressao  hard  on  you  and  make  no  further 
application  to  them  ?  Consider,  how  can  I  apply  to  them 
for  means  which  would  go  to  the  support  only  of  a  religion 
and  institution  they  abhor? — while  what  is  taken  from  you  is 
promoting  your  greatest  happiness  in  this  world  and  bring- 
ing you  nearer  and  nearer  to  the  Adored  in  the  nest.  But, 
again,  let  me  repeat,  if  I  have  gone  too  far,  stop  me  short 
forever,  if  you  find  it  necessary,  without  fear  of  the  least 
wound  to  the  soul  you  love,  which  receives  all  from  your 
hands  ns  from  that  of  our  Lord,  and,  whenever  they  may  be 
iloBod,  will  know  that  it  is  He  who  shuts  them  who  u 
foi  his  own  glory  as  He  pleases.  I  Uo  not  write  your  Fi- 
lippt  now,  as  this  latter  will  serve  to  say  all  to  both — except 
the  feiVeucy  and  attachment  of  my  very  soul  to  you  in 
Ohrist.  May  he  he  blessed  and  praised  forever '  How 
great  that  attaAmciit  la,  and  with  how  much  reason,  con 
only  ba  known  by  one  who  oiit^  was  what  I  have  been,  and 
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rm  conceive  how  great  the  contnurt  of  past  and  present  is, 
Ttiia  IS  undersUioiI  b;  Ilim  ulone  who  gave  you  to  me  and 
ne  to  jou;  for  whicli,  I  tmst,  tte  will  love,  praise,  and  adore 
through  eternity."  Mother  Seton  had  no  Deed  of  apolo- 
gizing for  her  appeal  to  Mr.  Filicchi's  continued  liberality. 
The  friendship  of  this  tmly  Chriit^ian  ^ntleman  knew  no 
boimds.  He  not  only  honored  her  draft  upon  him,  but  be 
ni^ed  her  in  the  most  pressing  terras  to  repeat  her  demande 
in  any  other  emergency  that  might  arise,  "  Chase  your  dif- 
fidence away,"  said  he;  "speak  to  jour  brother  the  wtints  of 
a  Eiister,  and  trust  in  the  One  who  knows  bow  to  clothe  and 
feed  the  birds  of  the  air  aud  make  the  grass  of  the  earth  to 
shine."  The  progress  of  St,  Joseph's  sisterhood,  and  the 
beaoGta  that  began  already  to  accrue  from  it  to  society  and 
reli^on,  were  a  source  of  the  most  lively  joy  to  the  heart  of 
Mr.  Filicchi ;  for  he  could  not  but  fed  that,  under  God,  he 
had  been  vastly  instrumental  in  accomplishing  this  good 
work.  In  the  catablishment  that  had  risen  up  at  St.  Jo- 
Beph's  be  beheld  the  happy  results  of  his  own  zeal  and  mu- 
nificence, to  which  the  Almighty  had  imparted  a  copious 
blessing.  Such  waa  the  view  of  it  which  Mother  Seton 
also  entertained.  In  writing  lo  him,  she  would  say,  "Pray 
for  your  own  work,  that  it  may  be  crowned  at  last."  But 
no  language  can  express  the  heartfelt  gratitude  with  which 
she  recajled  the  numerous  and  signal  favors  which  she  had 
received  at  the  hands  of  the  Messrs,  Filicchi.  She  looked 
upon  them  as  friends  whose  benefactions  eould  never  be 
sufficiently  repaid.  We  might  infer  this  from  the  portiona 
of  her  letters  already  cited;  but  the  following  will  show  thai 
tier  gratitude  was  of  the  most  practical  character,  and  thai 
nothing  was  omitted  on  her  part  to  draw  an  abundant  bles» 
ing  and  reward  upon  those  true  friends  who  never  weariec 
in  well-doing. 
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"My  dear,  a  thousand  times  dear,  Aptonio,  you  cannot 
even  guess  my  joy  to  hear  once  more  of  you  and  your  most 
dear  ones ;  that  our  Filippo,  for  whom  so  often  the  sighs 
and  aspirations  of  regret  and  desire  for  his  rest  iiiid  repose 
have  ascended,  and  so  many  commuaions  of  gratitude  and 
affection  have  been  offered,  (fully  convinced  that  he  was  no 
longer  with  you,)  to  hear  uot  only  that  he  is  nlive,  hut  cti- 
tainly  recovering,  and  that  neither  of  you  are  angry  with 
the  poor  little  aister  or  have  thought  of  renouncing  her. 
Oh,  what  true  and  heartfelt  comfort  and  blciaing  is  this,  tci 
compare  with  the  many  acts  of  resignation  I  have  heen  con- 
stantly making,  not  only  of  your  precious  life  in  the  dangers 
of  your  sitnation,  but  of  that  friendship  and  protection 
which  is  our  only  earthly  possession.  .  .  .  Dearest  and  most 
generous  of  all  hearts,  your  possessions  will  never,  never 
fail.  ...  If  you  have  received  no  other  letters  than  those 
yon  mention,  you  do  not  perhaps  know  of  the  happy  conver- 
sion and  subsequent  death  of  our  Harriet  Seton.  Cecilia's 
death  Mr,  Zocchi  must  have  meotioned  particularly.  Har- 
riet's was  also  everyway  consoling.  I  have  them  both  lying 
close  by  our  dwelling,  and  there  say  my  Te  Deuni  every 
evening.  Oh,  Antonio,  could  you  and  Filippo  know  half 
the  blessing  jou  have  procured  us  all !  My  Anna  now  treads 
in  their  steps,  and  is  an  example  of  youth,  beauty,  and  grace, 
iotemally  and  externally,  which  must  be  and  is  admired  aa 
a  most  striking  blessing  not  only  to  her  mother,  but  to  many. 
My  two  little  girls  are  very  good,  and  know  no  other  lan- 
guage or  thoughts  but  of  serving  and  loving  our  dear  Ijord — 
I  do  not  mean  in  a  religious  life,  which  cannot  be  judged  at 
Aeir  age,  but  of  being  His  wherever  they  may  be.  Tbo  dis- 
tant hope  your  letter  gives  that  there  is  a  possibility  of  yoni 
eoming  to  this  country  is  a  light  to  my  gloomy  prospoota 
for  my  poor  children,— not  for  their  temporal  good :  a\u 


Txinl  tnows  I  would  m^vet  jp-icvo  to  see  tlicni  even  btjr^n 
if  tlicy  preserve  and  pructiec  their  faith ; — but  their  protipoci 
in  ths  came  of  my  death  is  as  desolntc  tie  it  citn  be,  unlcsa 
they  are  givuu  up  to  their  old  frieade,  which  would  be  almoet 
their  cortaio  ruin  of  principle.  I  give  all  up,  jou  may  bo 
eure,  to  Him  who  feoda  the  birda  of  heaven,  as  you  say;  but, 
in  the  wealc  and  decaying  state  of  my  health,  which  is  almoBt 
broken  down,  cob  I  look  at  the  five  without  the  fears  and 
forcbodinga  of  a  mother,  whose  only  thouj^ht  or  desire  is  fot 
thoir  eternity  ?  Our  blessed  Ohevenia  seemed  to  have  many 
hopes  of  them  when  he  came  to  see  us  last  winter,  and  en- 
couraged rae  to  believe  he  would  do  all  he  could  for  their 
prutectioD.  To  him  and  your  Filicchi  hearts  I  commit  them 
in  this  world.  Our  succena  in  having  obtained  the  eon£- 
denco  of  bo  many  respectable  parents,  who  have  conimitted 
the  whole  charge  of  their  children  to  ua,  to  the  number  of 
about  fifty,  bcaidoa  poor  children  who  have  not  means  of 
education,  has  enabled  ua  to  get  on  very  well  without  debt 
or  embarrassment;  and  I  hopeour  Adored  has  already  done  a 
groat  deal  througli  our  establishment.  The  reverend  Superior 
of  St.  Mary's  in  Baltimore,  who  was  our  first  director,  has 
eealoualy  endeavored  to  do  a  groat  deal  more;  hut  ho  did 
not  find  mo  as  ready  as  converts  generally  are,  aa  I  had  to 
include  the  cousideratioa  of  my  poor  children  in  my  reli 
gioua  character,  which  has  greatly  pleased  and  satisfied  out 
blessed  Cheverns  and  Archbishop  Carroll,  who  is  now  more 
my  protcolor  than  ever,  more  truly  attached  to  us,  and, 
finally,  takes  the  superior  charge  of  our  house,  which  at  first 
ho  had  bestowed  on  another;  bo  that  every  thing  I  do  or 
act,  even  in  points  less  material,  is.  and  will  be  solely  di- 
rected by  them.  .  .  .  Oh,  Pilicchi !  how  is  the  bleBsing  you 
most  love  increased  and  increasing  in  our  wooden  land,  aa 
you  used  to  call  it!  Blessc'i,  a  thousand  times  blessed,  be 
Uia  holy  name  forever!     You  direct  your  letter  to  Bait:- 
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more,  but  wu  ate  fifty  miles  from  it,  ■□  tlie  niiilst  of  noods 
and  mountJiius.  If  we  had  but  the  dear  Cbristiuu  thlldrcu 
and  tlii^ir  father  and  mother,  it  would  be  an  eartbly  paru- 
diae  to  me.  No  wars  or  rumora  of  wars  here,  but  fields  ripe 
with  harvest;  the  mountain  church  St.  Mary's,  the  village 
church  St.  Joseph's,  aad  onr  spacious  log-house,  coDtaiuing 
a  private  chapel,  (our  Adored  (ilioaj/8  there,)  is  all  nut  riches, 
ind  old  Bony  would  not  eoTct  then),  though  one  of  the  most 
eloquent  and  elegant  orators  at  the  bar  of  New  York  wrote 
our  poor  Harriet,  among  otbcr  reasons  why  she  should  not 
listen  "  to  the  siren  voice  of  her  sister,"  that  in  a  few  years 
every  Catholic  building  should  be  razed  to  the  ground  and 
our  house  shortly  be  pulled  about  our  ears.  That  would  be 
odd  enough  in  the  land  of  liberty.  Will  you  tell  your  most 
honored  brother  that  my  prayers  shall  not  now  go  beyond 
the  grave  jbr  him,  but  will  be  equally  constant  ?  All  the 
children  go  to  eominuDiou  once  a  month,  except  little  Re- 
becca, (Aunina  ouce  a  week,)  and,  believe  me,  their  mother's 
example  and  influence  is  not  wanting  to  excite  every  devo- 
tion of  gratitude  and  lively  affection  for  their  true  and  dear- 
eat  friends  and  best  of  fathers,  through  whom  they  have  re- 
ceived a  real  life  and  been  brought  to  the  light  of  everlast- 
ing life.  Our  whole  family,  sisters  and  all,  make  our  cause 
their  own ;  and  many,  many  conuiiuniona  have  been  and  wilt 
be  offered  for  you  both,  by  souls  who  have  no  hope  of  know- 
ing you  but  in  heaven.  Eternity,  eternity,  my  brother  I 
Will  I  pass  it  with  you  ?  So  muuh  has  been  given  which 
uot  only  I  never  deserved,  but  have  done  every  thing  to 
provoke  the  adorable  hand  to  withhold  from  me,  that  I  even 
date  hope  for  ihat,  that  which  I  forever  ask  as  the  dearest, 
moet  desired  favor.  If  I  never  write  you  again  frcim  thiR 
world,  pi-ay  for  me  coTitinually.  If  I  am  heard  in  the  next, 
oh,  Auttiuio,  what  would  I  not  obtain  for  you,  your  Filippo, 
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anil  fill  yours  !  .   .  .  May  tlie  bleaaiags  you  be&tow  on  ua  Im 
rewarded  to  you  a  thouaaud  times!     Ever  yours." 

From  the  statements  here  unde  by  Mother  SetoD,  we 
learn  tliat  the  institutioD  nndcr  ber  charge  cootinucd  to 
floarish  and  to  produce  the  moat  precious  fruits.  Her 
children  in  the  order  of  natore,  her  daughters  at  St.  JoBeph'a 
end  her  two  sons  at  the  mouotain  college,  were  growing  up 
in  knowledge  and  piety;  the  pupib  whose  education  was 
oommitted  to  her  uare  were  steadily  tnoreasing  in  number; 
her  spiritual  daughters  were  also  nillyiug  thickly  around 
her,  and  the  work  of  charity  was  done  to  the  poor.  Exte- 
riorly St.  Joseph's  House  wua  moving  in  a  tide  of  uaefuluess, 
while  internally  it  was  the  abode  of  peace  and  sanctity,  and 
afforded  a  happiness  which  was  unknown  in  the  busy  world. 
Mother  Seton  has  thus  depicted  the  blessings  of  her  religious 
retirement,  in  a  letter  to  a  dcnr  friend  who  was  thinking  of 
visiting  the  institution,  "  The  very  thought  of  your  visiting 
gives  a  delight  to  us  you  can  never  imagine.  The  solitude 
of  our  mountains,  the  silence  of  Cecilia's  and  Harriet's 
graves,  your  skipping  children  oyer  the  woods,  which  in  the 
spring  are  covered  with  wild-flowers  they  wonlJ  gather  for 
you  at  every  step,  the  regularity  of  our  house,  which  is  very 
epacious,  and  in  an  end  wing  contains  our  dear,  dear  chapel, 
BO  neat  and  quiet,  where  dwells,  as  ice  betieve,"  night  and 
day,  you  know  Wliu;  this  is  no  dream  of  fancy,  and  only  a 
smaU  part  of  the  reality  of  our  blessing.  You  must  be  a 
witness  to  believe  that,  from  Monday  to  Saturday,  all  is 
quiet,  no  violation  of  each  other's  tranquillity,  each  helping 
the  other  with  a  look  of  good-will  which  must  indeed  be 
Been  to  be  believed.  All  the  world  would  not  have  persuaded 
me  if  I  had  not  proved  it ;  so  you  may  be  incrcdulouj 
till  you  come  and  see.     We  have  no  kind  of  society  but  ool 
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nomitaiD  pastor,  who  it 
Bays  n 


s  a,  pDltsbed,  simple,  truly  holy  man, 
.e  all  the  year  rtHind.     If  aoy  one 
&  trouble,  it  is  carried  to  tim ;  they  receive  their  eoaso- 
Ution.  and  it  ia  buried  iu  silence." 

The  blessings,  bowever,  enjoyed  by  the  inmates  of  Si, 
Joseph's,  and  the  useiuliMse  of  the  institution,  would  noi 
have  been  penuaoent  without  increased  and  strenuous  exer- 
tions OB  the  part  of  Moliier  Seton.  The  mainleaaoce  of  the 
lionBe  found  a  praviaion  in  the  ineoiue  from  the  hosxd  aud 
tuition  of  the  pupils  ;  but  the  dehis  contracted  by  the  ini- 
provement  of  their  property  were  yet  to  be  liquidated,  and 
threatened  la  place  it  in  a  very  embarra^siag  position.  In 
this  situation  of  affiiirs,  different  plans  were  devised  for  the 
relief  of  the  house,  anwng  which  it  was  proposed  that  Mother 
8etoQ  should  make  a  tour  through  the  country,  and  solicit 
aid  from  those  who  were  friendly  to  the  objects  of  tie  insti- 
tution :  but  this  sehemo  was  cv«ntua]ly  abandoited.  Bishc^ 
CheTcms,  writing  to  her  on  this  subject,  says,  "  I  am  much 
grieved  at  the  troubles  you  a,re  in,  and  the  more  so  because 
I  do  not  see  how  you  will  be  estrieat«d  from  tbeiu.  Your- 
self to  leave  your  house  and  travel  to  make  coltections,  &C. 
does  not  appear  to  me  an  eligible  plan,  although  it  would 
procure  me  the  happiness  of  seeing  you  in  Boston ;  aoA,  in 
the  present  situation  of  affaire,  very  little,  I  am  afraid,  would 
be  mllected.  Aa  application  by  a  circular  letter  would 
hardly  prodace  any  thing,  but  at  least  it  would  aot  be  nt^ 
tended  with  the  same  inconvenieiiees  as  your  personai  attend- 
ance. .  .  .  I  nm  still  in  hopes  th^  some  pious  aud  generous 
Mula  will  give,  or  at  least  advance,  the  money  you  owe,  and 
that  your  invaluable  eslablisluiieiit  will  subsii^tAnd  floorisli." 
To  avert  the  destruction  of  the  iustjtutioa,  illlother  Seton 
pri  "^tely  appealed  to  the  liberality  of  friends,  among  whom 
General  Robert  G.  Harper  was  conspicuous,  both  for  the  in- 
lertwt  he  mauiliested  in  the  welfare  of  Sl  Joseph's  Houw 
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•nil  for  ihe  eminonce  of  Uia  position  in  society,*  The  fol- 
lowing letter,  addressed  to  him  bj  Mother  Seton,  will  servo 
to  show  the  dilBcaltiea  Bhe  hud  to  conteud  with,  and  the  elo- 
qneoco  of  her  pen  in  pleading  the  cause  of  religion  and  hu- 
raanitj : — "  Will  you  pennit  the  great  distance  between  ub 
(o  bo  forgotten  for  a  moment,  and  suffer  the  force  of  those 
Bentiments  which  your  liberality  and  kindness  to  ub  have 
created  to  act  without  reserve  in  speaking  to  you  on  a  Bub- 
jeot  I  brieve  you  think  interesting?  The  promising  and 
uni&ble  perspective  of  eatabliahiug  a  house  of  plain  and  use- 
ful  education,  retired  from  the  extravagance  of  the  world, 
connected  also  with  the  view  of  providing  nurses  for  the  Bick 
and  poor,  an  abode  of  innocence  sod  refnge  of  affliction,  is,  I 
fear,  now  disappearing  under  the  pressure  of  debts  coutraeted 
at  its  very  foundation.  Having  received  the  pensions  of  our 
boarders  in  advance,  and  with  them  obliged  not  only  to 
maintain  oorselvea,  but  also  to  discharge  the  endlesa  de- 
mands of  carpenters  and  workmen,  wc  are  reduced  now  to 
our  credit,  which  is  poor  indeed.  The  credit  of  twenty  pool 
women,  who  are  capable  only  of  earning  their  dwly  bread 
IB  but  a  small  stock,  particularly  when  their  flour-merchant, 
grocer,  and  butcher,  are  more  already  in  advance  than  they 
are  willing  to  afford.  What  is  our  resource?  If  wc  sell 
our  house  to  pay  our  debts,  we  must  severally  return  to  our 
separate  homes.  Must  it  be  bo,  or  will  a  friendly  hand  aa. 
sist  us,  become  our  guardian  protector,  plead  our  cause  with 
the  rich  and  powerful,  serve  the  cause  of  humanity,  and  be  a 
father  to  the  poor  ?  Would  Mrs.  Harper  be  interested  for 
ns,  or  is  this  an  extravagant  dream  of  female  fancy?  Oh, 
no  1  Mrs.  Harper  has  a  heart  of  pity;  she  has  proved  it  un- 
solicited.    If  we  were  relieved  hut  from  a  momentary  em- 
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bwrassmeiit,  Iier  name  would-  be  bleeeed  by  fntnro  genera- 
tions; for,  BO  eimple  aod  nnpretendiDg  is  our  object,  we  can- 
not fail  of  success  if  Dot  crushed  Id  our  begiuniog.  Thr 
Bev.  Mr  Ihibourg  hais  eserted  bimgelf  continually  for  ws, 
Rod  bestowed  all  lie  could  perKouullj  give.  From  him  we 
are  to  expect  no  more.  What  shall  we  do?  How  dare  I 
ask  you,  dear  air,  the  question?  But,  if  addressing  it  to 
you  gives  you  a  moment's  displeasure,  forgire;  and,  consi- 
dering it  aa  any  other  occurrence  oT  life  which  is  differently 
judged  of  according  to  the  light  in  which  it  is  viewed,  then 
blot  it  out,  and  be  assured,  whatever  may  bo  your  impression 
of  it,  it  arose  from  a  heart  filled  with  the  sentiment  of  yonr 
generosity  and  overflowing  with  gratitude  and  respect.  .  .  . 
Dear  Mrs.  Harper,  t«ll  your  sweet  nieces  to  look  at  the  price 
of  a  shawl  or  veil,  and  think  of  the  poor  family  of  St.  Jo- 
seph's."    December  28,1811. 

Happily  for  reli^on  and  society,  the  institution  was 
rescued  from  its  impending  danger  by  the  timely  aid  of  its 
friends;  and,  though  it  had  to  struggle  on  amid  difficulties 
and  trials,  it  gradually  became  more  and  more  consolidated, 
and  an  instrument  of  great  and  cstensive  good  in  the  bantb 
of  Divine  Providence. 
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BOOK  vn. 

Colony  of  Sisters  expected  from  France — Their  disappointmont — Origfai 
and  diffusion  of  the  '<  Daughters  of  Charity" — Object  and  spirit  of  thi 
Society — Qovernment  of  St  Joseph's  House — Mother  8eton*s  peculiar 
position — She  consults  Archbishop  Carroll — His  advice  to  her  and  ap- 
proval of  the  rules — Adoption  of  them  by  the  Community — Final  con- 
firmation— Mother  Seton's  humility — First  election  of  officers — Cos- 
tume of  the  Sisters — Increase  of  the  Society — Sister  Annina  Seton — 
Her  illness,  piety,  and  death — Mother  Seton's  sentiments. 

It  has  been  stated  in  the  preceding  book  that,  with  &  view 
to  form  St.  Joseph's  community  upon  the  institute  of  the 
" Daughters  of  Charity"  founded  by  St.  Vincent  of  Paul,  the 
society  in  France  waa  requested  to  depute  some  of  itq  mem- 
bers to  aid  in  establishing  a  branch  of  the  sisterhood  at  Em- 
mettsburg.  The  Rt.  Rev.  Mr.  Flaget,  who  had  been  intrusted 
with  the  negotiation  of  this  matter,  succeeded  in  awakening 
a  lively  interest  in  favor  of  the  contemplated  institution,  and 
obtained  from  the  society  in  Europe  its  assent  to  the  pro- 
posed measure.  As  the  following  communication  will  show, 
several  sisters  were  appointed,  and  were  expecting  soon  to 
embark  for  their  new  mission  in  the  United  States  of 
America : — 

**  Bordeaux,  July  12, 1810. 

''My  dear  Sisters  : — 

"As  it  is  not  yet  in  my  power  to  leave  France,  I  write 
for  the  purpose  of  proving  to  you  that  you  are  the  object 
of  my  thoughts.  I  hope  I  shall  have  the  pleasure  of  seeing 
you  in  a  few  months,  as  the  Almighty,  who  calls  you  to  our 
holy  state,  and  has  inspired  me  as  well  as  many  of  my  com- 
panions with  the  desire  of  being  useful  to  you, -will  not  faH 


to  prepare  the  way  for  our  ilopirtiirc.     That  all-powerful 
God  who  made  choice  of  poor  fishermeu,  weak  and  ignorant 
men,  to  become  the   fouudations  of  his  Church,  ia  pleaeed 
also  in  oar  da^  to  employ  the  most  feeble  iustrumeiite,  for 
the  greater  glory  of  hia  name,  to  fonud  an  establishment 
that  will  be  agreeable  to  him,  since  it  has  for  its  object  the 
icrvice  of  his  suffering  members.    Oh,  how  beautiful  is  that 
nailing  which  enables  us  to  walk  in  the  footsteps  of  oui 
Divine  Saviour,  to  practise  the  virtues  which  he  practiaod, 
ond  to  offer  ourselves  3  sacriSce  to  him  as  he  offered  him- 
self for  us  !     What  gratitude,  what  love,  do  we  not  owe  to 
that  tender  Father  for  having  chosen  us  for  so  sublime  a 
Tocation !    Let  us  thank  him,  dear  sisters,  and  pray  him  for 
each  other,  that  he  will  grant  us  the  grace  of  corresponding 
'faith^lly  to  this  inestimable  privilege.    Let  us  have  recourse 
•o  the  Blessed  Virgin,  to  St.  Vincent  of  Paul,  our  father,  to 
ilademoiselle  Legras,  our  blessed  mother,  that  tliey  may 
«jbtain  this  happiness  for  their  cherished  daughters.     There 
^jan  be  no  doubt  of  our  being   dear  to   them,  since  we  love 
"Chem  and  desire  to  be  subject  to  them.     As  MonHcigneur 
I^laget  will  have  made  known  to  you  the  dispositions  whioh 
%iis  zeal  and  holy  interest  for  you  have  awakened  among  US, 
'^K.  will  conclude,  dear  sisters,  (soou  to  be  companions,)  by  as- 
^fturing  you  of  the  sincere  and  entire  devotedneas  and  re- 
^spect  of 

"Your  very  humble  sister, 

"Makie  Bizeray, 

"  DBworthj'  danghWr  of  oharity. 
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vino  I'roTidonce  to  he  realized.  (Iwin<;  to  iibstaclea  thrown 
JD  the  way  by  llie  governiHent  of  Bonaparte,  the  colony  of 
Kreouh  aiaters  could  Dot  obtain  the  necessaiy  poBaports,  aod 
accordingly  their  arrungementa  were  fruatrated.  The  Bt. 
RcT.  Mr.  Fla^et,  however,  obtained  a  cjopy  of  tbeir  rules, 
and  brought  it  with  him  on  his  return  to  America,  ia 
August  of  the  same  year. 

The  end  which  the  Sisters  of  Charity  of  St.  Joeepb  pro- 
posed to  themselves  was  to  honor  our  Lord  Jesus  Christ  as 
the  source  and  model  of  ail  charity,  by  rendering  to  him 
every  temporal  and  spiritual  service  in  their  power,  in  the 
persons  of  the  poor,  the  sick,  prisoners,  and  others  ;*  also, 
to  honor  the  sacred  infancy  of  Jeaus  Christ  in  the  young 
petBona  of  their  ses  whom  they  may  be  caJled  upon  to  form 
to  virtue,  while  they  sow  in  their  minds  the  seed  of  useful 
Itnowledge.'t'  Thus  the  poor,  of  all  dcsoriptiuns  and  ages, 
the  aiek,  invalids,  foundlings,  orphaDs,  and  even  insano  per- 
sons, were  embraced  within  the  sphere  of  their  solicitude  and 
care.  Another  object  of  their  zeal,  no  less  important  at  that 
time  in  America,  was  the  instruction  of  young  persona  of 
their  sex  in  virtue,  piety,  and  various  branches  of  useful 
learning.  This  instruction  they  were  to  extend  gratia  to 
poor  orphans,  as  far  aa  eircumstances  would  permit.  The 
educatioQ  of  female  youth  in  general  did  not  enter  into  the 
plan  contemplated  by  St.  Vincent  of  Paul.  On  the  one 
band,  the  great  facilities  which  France  and  other  partis  of 
Europe  offered  for  the  instruction  of  young  ladies  in  the 
knowledge  and  accomplishments  of  their  sex,  made  it  need- 
less for  the  good  of  society;  while,  on  the  other,  the  liberal 

■  "  The  kipg  snBweriiis  shall  en;  1o  thorn ;  Amea  I  m;  to  yon,  u 
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oiidowmcul"  by  wIjilH  Ijis  sjiirituiil  iluuglitei-s  were  enabled 
to  pursue  their  eharitdbk  laLiArs  diapctiecd  them  from  tha 
necessity  of  earning  the  meaus  of  support  But  the  case 
was  Tcry  different  in  the  United  States.  The  auperiora  of 
Ht.  Joseph's  comtniinity  thought  it  esscntiul  to  the  VC17  ex- 
iatGuce  of  the  society  that  it  should  embrace  in  its  object 
the  eduoatioQ  of  young  Isdies  who  ncre  uble  to  pay  fur  their 
iostructioD,  as  without  this  its  resources  would  be  insufficient 
for  the  maintenance  of  the  mother-house  and  on  orphan 
Jlsylum.  Moreover,  this  modification  of  the  rules  of  St.  Vin- 
«ent  appeared  the  more  desirable,  as  it  would  extend  the 
lanefits  of  religious  inBtruction  to  a  class  of  society  which 
lias  the  greatest  influence  upon  public  morals,  and  which 
V hen  possessed  but  scanty  facilities  in  the  United  States  for 
^nbtaining  a  solid  and  virtuous  education. 

To  carry  out  the  above-mentioned  objects,  the  society  is 
«3onipoaed  of  such  as  were  never  married,  and  of  widows,  who 
s*re  required  to  be  sound  of  mind  and  body,  and  free  from 
all  defects  that  would  prevent  them  from  discharging  the 
functions  of  their  state.  They  must  be  of  good  character 
and  respectable  connections,  of  an  ago  coiniuouly  not  short 
of  sixteen  nor  exceeding  twenty-eight,  and,  above  all,  fully 
disposed  to  serve  God  during  their  whole  life  in  the  persons 
of  the  poor  and  the  education  of  youth,  with  an  entire  suh- 
Knigsion  to  the  guidance  of  superiors  and  a  great  fidelity  to 
the  rules  of  the  institute. 

Candidates  for  admission  into  the  sisterhood  are  per 
initted,  after  mature  deliberation,  to  enter  the  novitiate,  01 
(enn  of  probation,  during  which  they  are  instructed  partiou 
larly  in  the  duties  and  spirit  of  their  vocation.  At  the  ox 
piration  of  this  period,  if  judged  competent  by  the  superiora 
^ey  are  allowed  to  make  the  simple  vows  of  poverty,  chas- 
tity, and  obedience,  and  permanency  in  the  company,  accord- 
ing  to  their  rales,  and  thia  for  one  year  only,  conformably  to 
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the  praptico  of  the  cnmmunity.  These  yowa  are  intended  to 
check  the  inconstancy  of  the  hnraan  mind,  and  to  present  • 
hasty  return  to  the  world  which  might  be  followed  by  regre* 
nnd  remorse;  bat,  as  they  bind  only  for  a  period  of  twelvn 
nioDths,  the  sisters  are  at  liberty  to  withdruw  at  the  espinv- 
tion  of  this  time,  though  they  are  supposed  to  make  their 
rows  in  the  first  instance  with  a  determiiuition  to  letn&iiL 
during  their  whole  life  in  their  holy  vocation. 

As  nothing  could  be  more  eicellent  and  sublime  than  ths 
end  contemplated  by  the  sisterhood  of  St.  Joseph's,  the  moM 
perfect  dispositions  are  required  in  ila  members,  and  tho 
rules  prescribed  for  their  observance  tend  no  less  to  theif 
own  personal  sanctification  than  to  their  preparation  for  tho 
service  of  the  neighbor.  That  they  may  correspond  with 
the  grace  of  their  vocation,  and  fulfil,  with  merit  to  them- 
Bclves  and  benefit  to  others,  the  great  obligations  annexed  to 
it,  they  are  strenuoualy  exhorted  to  the  practice  of  hoiioess, 
to  aim  at  Christian  perfection,  and  to  join  the  exercises  of 
an  interior  and  spiritual  life  with  their  exterior  employ- 
ments, according  to  the  regulations  of  the  institute,  the  faith- 
fijl  observance  of  which  is  considered  the  most  effectuai 
means  of  attaining  the  ends  of  their  holy  state.  Though 
they  do  not  belong  to  u  reli^ous  order,  (such  a  slate  being 
incompatible  with  the  objects  of  their  society,)  yet,  aa  they 
are  more  exposed  to  the  world  than  members  of  a  religious 
order,  having  in  most  circumstances  no  other  monastery 
tlian  the  houses  of  the  sick  or  the  school-room,  no  other  cell 
than  a.  rented  apartment,  no  other  chapel  than  the  parish 
chnreh,  no  cloister  but  the  public  street  or  hospital,  no  cb- 
ijloBure  but  obedience,  no  grate  but  the  fear  of  God,  no  veil 
but  that  of  holy  modesty,  they  are  taught  to  aim  at  the 
highest  virtue,  and  to  comport  themselves  under  all  circum- 
stances with  as  much  edification  as  if  they  were  living  io 
the  seclusion  of  a  con'-ent.     The  salvation  of  their  soul  u 
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ihe  paroniouut  oonsideration  thoy  are  to  have  in  view.  The 
cuItiTB^on  of  humility,  i^harity,  iirid  eiiiiplicity,  the  pi^rform- 
ance  of  their  actionii  in  union  with  the  Son  of  God,  (.-outempi 
of  tte  world,  disengagement  from  created  things,  love 
abjection,  patient  and  even  cheerj'ul  endurance  of  all  earthly 
crosses  and  trials,  and  a  great  confidence  in  Divine  Provi- 
dence, are  practices  which  the  sisterB  consider  essential  to 

In  addition  to  these  holy  maxiins,  which  may  he  said  to 
form  the  cbaracteristio  spirit  of  the  society,  the  sisters 
animated  in  a  special  manner,  by  the  reqairementa  of  the 
holy  vows  of  poverty,  chastity,  and  obedience,  ta  pursue  with 
teal  the  objects  of  their  institute.  The  most  admirable 
rales  are  laid  down  for  the  practice  of  mntoal  charity  among 
themselves,  and  also  for  the  proper  fulfilment  of  the  duties 
that  may  he  assigned  to  them,  whether  attending  the  sick 
in  hospitals  and  private  houses,  conducting  free  schools  and 
asylums,  or  discharging  other  offices  of  their  state.  The 
dangers  to  be  met  with  in  various  situations  are  pointed  out, 
as  well  as  the  precautions  to  be  adopted.  In  a  word,  no 
instruction  is  omitted  that  could  tend  to  qualify  the  Sister 
of  Charity  for  the  worthy  and  successful  performance  of  her 
high  functions. 

But,  as  she  would  in  vain  hope  to  acquit  herself  faith- 
fully of  these  onerous  duties,  and  in  that  proper  spirit  which 
they  demand,  without  the  assiduous  exercise  of  prayer  and 
reflection,  a  strict  attention  is  required  to  various  practices 
of  piety,  such  as  morning  and  evening  prayer,  meditation, 
epiritnal  reading,  self-esaminutionj  frequentation  of  the  sa- 
oraments,  and  other  devolioos,  which  tend  to  enkindle  in 
the  Eoul  the  love  of  God  and  the  neighbor,  to  nourish  tho 
eprit  of  faith,  and  to  maintain  a  perpetual  triumph  of  grace 
uver  the  weakness  of  nature  and  the  suggestions  of  th« 
world.      In  any  of  the  situations   in   which  a  sister  njaj  be 
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employed,  whether  lit  the  mothcr-houHO  or  on  the  misBlons, 
ji  large  portioa  of  hur  daily  time  ia  appropriated  fo  prayer 
and  other  spiritual  exercises,  while  the  remainder  is  filled  ap 
with  the  duties  of  her  calling, 

The  power  and  authority  which  were  necessary  t«  maiD- 
taia  the  epirit  of  the  iiietitutc,  to  iusure  ita  objects,  and  re- 
gulate its  TarinuB  operations,  nere  Tented  ina  central  govem- 
nicDt,  composed  of  a  superior-general,  (who  is  a  clergymati,)  a 
mother-superior,  an  assistant,  a  treasurer,  and  a  procuratris. 
The  superior  of  the  Seminary  of  St.  Sulpitius  is  Baltimore 
was  ex  officio  protector  of  the  constitutions  of  the  society, 
and  had  an  eye  to  their  faithful  obaervanee.  The  auperior- 
general  was  to  be  consulted  on  nil  important  matters,  both 
tomporul  and  spiritutd.  The  mother-superior  was  to  eserciss 
a  more  immediate  supervision  over  affairs,  and  particnlarly 
over  the  principal  establishment  in  which  she  resides.  To 
be  eligible  to  this  office,  it  was  required  that  a  sister  should 
be  thirty-five  years  of  age  and  hare  been  a  member  of  the 
community  twelve  years ;  moreover,  that  she  should  possess 
a  mature  judgment,  with  the  talent  of  governing,  and,  above 
all,  be  exemplary  in  the  practice  of  the  different  virtues 
which  the  vocation  of  a  Sister  of  Charity  demands.  The 
mother  was  to  be  elected  in  a  general  assembly  of  the  aiatera, 
by  a  majority  of  votes,  for  a  term  of  three  years,  and  could 
be  re-elected  a  second  term,  but  not  longer.  The  offices  of 
assistant,  treasurer,  and  procuratrix,  were  also  to  be  con- 
ferred by  a  majority  of  votes,  and  for  only  olie  tona  af  three 
years.  These  officers  formed  the  council  of  the  mother; 
and  te  their  joint  deliberation  were  referred  all  matters 
relating  to  the  iuterest^  of  the  company.  Besides  the 
mother  and  her  council,  there  was  a  mistress  of  novices  in 
the  principal  house,  appointed  by  the  mother  with  the  aid 
of  her  advisers,  to  fonn  those  who  were  admitted  into  the 
Uilcirhood  to  the  spirit  and  duties  of  (heir  vocation.      Onv 
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at  the  sistors  was  also  appointed,  in  the  same  way,  to  tegulata 
and  euperiDtend  the  exercises  of  St.  Joseph's  Academ/.  The 
establiBhmeDts  abroad  have  each  a  presiding  officer  to 
watch  over  ita  concerns,  who  is  appointed  by  the  same  au- 
thority, and  is  called  the  sister-servant.  All  other  inferior 
offices  are  distributed  by  the  mother,  according  to  her  judg> 
Dient  and  discretion. 

In  coDsequcnce  of  the  peouliar  position  of  Mother  ScIod, 
surrounded  by  five  children,  who  depended  entirely  upon 
her  maternal  care  and  vigilance,  especially  for  the  security 
of  their  religious  principles,  it  was  at  first  thought  iuiprao- 
ticable  for  her  to  bind  herself  permanently  to  a  religious 
company  and  to  assume  the  government  of  it,  obliged  as  she 
was  to  take  the  principal  part  in  the  superintendence  of  her 
children's  welfare.  She  herself  was  fully  convinced  that, 
without  her  continual  solicitude  and  efforts  for  the  guidance 
of  her  sons  and  daughters,  they  would  be  much  esposed  to 
the  influence  of  their  Protestant  relatives,  who  were  nume- 
rous and  wealthy;  and  for  this  reason  she  could  never  en- 
tertain the  idea  of  assumint^  obligations  that  would  bo  in- 
compatible with  her  previous  and  paramount  duty  as  a  mo- 
ther. Writing  to  a  friend  on  tins  aubjett,  she  says,  "  By 
the  law  of  the  Church  I  so  much  love,  I  could  never  take  an 
obligation  which  interfered  With  my  duties  to  the  children, 
eioept  I  had  an  independent  provision  and  guardian  for 
them,  which  the  whole  world  could  not  supply,  to  my  judg- 
ment of  a  mother's  duty."  Under  the  circumstances  in 
vbich  Mother  Seton  was  placed,  it  was  a  matter  of  serious 
eoDsideration,  pending  the  discussion  of  the  rules  and  con- 
ttJtatioDS  to  be  adopted  by  the  sisters,  whether  she  ought 
not  to  confine  herself  to  a  literary  institution  independent 
of  St.  Joseph's  community.  There  seems  to  have  been  a 
ipinion  among  the  pious  and  learned  indivi- 
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iitals  who  were  consulted  upon  the  suhject ;  but  MotJiei 
SetOD,  ID  this  as  in  every  other  emer^ncj  regai'diog  the 
happiness  of  herself  nnd  those  uround  her,  submitted  ull  to 
the  decision  of  Archbishop  Carrull,  her  constant  and  iatimatH 
adviser.  In  a  letter  to  him,  dated  September  5,  ISll,  she 
thus  conGdes  the  case  to  his  superior  wisdom,  with  iienti- 
ments  of  entire  resignation  id  rega.rd  to  its  issae.  '  Fou, 
mj  moBt  veoerutfid  father,  know  every  thing  that  has  passed, 
from  my  first  union  with  this  honae  until  the  present  mo- 
ment,—temptataons,  trials,  &o.  &c. ;  and  now  I  cast  all  at  the 
feet  of  the  Adored,  placing  every  consideration  and  all  my 
concerns  in  your  hands,  as  His  represcnbitive,  to  decide  my 
fate.  The  rules  proposed  are  nearly  such  as  we  had  in  the 
original  mannscript  of  the  sisters  in  France.  I  never  had  a 
thought  discordant  with  them,  as  far  as  my  poor  power  may  go 
in  fulfilling  them.  Tbo  constitutions  proposed  have  been 
discuBsed  fay  uur  Reverend  Director,  and  I  find  he  makes  soiue 
observations  on  my  situation  relative  to  them ;  but  sorely  an 
individual  is  not  to  be  considered  where  a  public  good  is  in 
question  ;  and  you  know  I  would  gladly  make  every  sacri- 
fice you  think  consistent  with  my  first  and  inseparable  obli- 
gations as  a  mother.  I  shall  beg  the  kindness  of  Mr.  Du- 
bois 10  hide  nothing  from  you  of  my  dispositions  and  situa- 
tion as  he  knows  them,  and  certainly,  as  far  as  I  know  ray- 
self,  they  are  known  to  hira  as  to  God."  The  answer  of  the 
arohhishop  to  this  communication  shows  what  great  import- 
ance he  attached  to  the  subject  of  it,  and  how  earnestly  he 
applied  himself.  Id  the  esamination  of  the  rules  by  which 
St.  Joseph's  House  was  to  be  governed,  to  make  sueh  ar- 
rangements Bs  would  best  promote  the  interests  of  the  so- 
ciety at  large  and  of  each  member  individually.  In  rcgaid 
to  Mother  Scton,  he  thought  that  her  particular  situation 
required  special  rules  of  guidance  in  her  connection  with 
the  sitttorhood.     After  having  examined  the  constitution! 


and  roles  submitted  to  him  by  the  superior.  Rev.  Mr.  Du- 
boiB,  he  addressed  the  following  letter  to  Mother  Setoa : — 


"BALTiMonn   SeptemlxT  II,  1SIL 
"  HOKORET)  AND  DEAR  MaDAM  : —  ' 

"Shall  I  confess  that  I  am  deeply  humiliated  at  being 
eallod  on  to  ^ve  a  final  sanction  to  a  rule  of  conduct  and 
pivi  of  religious  government  by  which  it  is  intended  to 
promote  and  preserve,  among  many  beloved  spouses  of 
Jesus  Christ,  a  spirit  of  solid  and  sublime  religious  perfee- 
tion  ?  When  I  remember  how  many  prayere,  fastings,  watch- 
inga,  &o.  were  employed  by  the  holy  founder  of  religious 
institutions  to  obtain  light  and  assistance  from  the  Holy 
Ghost  to  render  their  constitutions  and  rules  adapted  to 
the  objects  of  their  pious  zeal,  I  am  so  sensible  of  my  un- 
worthiucBS  that  I  would  certainly  decline  from  the  task,  if 
I  did  not  entertain  a  confidence  that  it  may  please  Ood  to 
bestow  a  blessing  on  the  ministerial  acts  of  the  ministers  of 
religioD  whom  he  has  constituted,  to  which  blessing  they 
are  not  entitled  if  only  their  private  worth  were  considered. 
Under  this  impression,  therefore,  I  shall  and  do  now  give 
my  approbation  to  the  uonstitutions  eshibitcd  to  me  by  Mr. 
Ihibois,  after  thoy  shall  receive  the  alterations  su^eated  tc 
and  by  him.  You  will  know  from  him  what  these  are;  and 
it  affords  me  great  pleasure  to  Icaro  that  all  the  material 
points,  on  which  a  difference  of  opinion  was  thought  to  exist, 
bave  been  given  up  by  Messrs.  de  St.  Sulpicc  io  their  last 
deliberations.  If  they  had  not,  1  do  not  think  that  I  should 
have  approved  the  constitutions  as  modified  in  the  copy 
thereof  which  has  been  before  me.  Mr.  Dubois  has  not  ex- 
hibited the  rules  of  detail  and  particular  duties  of  the  sis- 
lera;  but  these  being  matters  of  which  yourselves  and  your 
bthor-auporior  will  be  the  beat  judges,  I  commit  yon  and 
them  with  the  utmost  confidence  to  the  guidance  of  the  Dv> 
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Tine  Spirit.  I  am  esoeedinglj  anxious  that  cToiy  alioiraDM 
nhall  be  made,  not  only  to  tbe  sisters  gcnerallj,  but  to  each 
one  in  particnlur,  nhich  can  serve  to  give  quiot  to  their  cod- 
acienoes,  provided  that  tliia  be  done  without  ciiduagering 
the  hDrmon;  of  tfa*  commnnitj;  and  therefore  it  must  be- 
come a  mutter  of  regulation.  I  am  rejoiced  likcwiae  to 
know  that  the  idea  of  any  other  coDoection  thau  of  Gharit;^ 
is  abandoned  between  the  daughters  of  St.  Joseph  and  tba 
Society  of  St.  Sulpice; — I  mean  that  their  interests,  adrai- 
BiBtration,  and  governmeDt,  are  not  to  be  the  same,  or,  at  least, 
noder  the  same  control.  This  removes  many  inconveniences 
for  yon  and  for  Messrs.  of  St.  Sulpice.  No  one  of  that  body 
but  your  immediate  superior,  residing  near  you,  will  have  any 
share  in  the  government  or  ooncerna  of  the  sistera,  except 
(on  Tciy  rare  aod  uncommon  occasions)  the  superior  of  the 
Seminary  of  Baltimore,  but  not  his  society.  This,  however, 
!■  to  be  understood  so  as  not  to  exclude  the  essential  super- 
intendence and  control  of  the  archbishop  over  every  commu- 
nity in  his  diocese.  Your  own  peculiar  situation  required 
special  consideration,  on  account  of  your  dear  children.  It 
seemed  to  me  that  only  general  principles  for  you  and  your 
family's  case  should  be  now  established,  grounded  on  justice 
and  gratitnde;  and  that  special  considerations  should  be  de- 
ferred to  the  period  when  the  circumstuaces  may  require 
them.  At  present,  too  many  persons  would  be  consulted, 
and,  Among  them,  some  who  arc  incompetent  to  judge;  and 
even  they  who  are  most  competcut  might  find  their  most 
equitable  provisions  rendered  useless  by  tbe  changes  pro- 
duced ID  a  few  years.  Mr.  Dubois  has  been  very  explicit 
in  communicating,  I  believe,  whatever  it  was  proper  for  me 
to  know.  On  my  side,  it  has  been  my  endeavor,  when  I 
read  the  constitutions,  to  consult,  in  the  first  place,  the  in- 
dividual  happiness  of  jonr  dear  sisters,  and,  conaeqneDtly, 
jma  own ;  secondly,  to  render  their  plan  of  life  useful  to  reli- 
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rdly,  to  ooafine  the  adminiatration  of 
e  iatemal  and  domostio  gorerDment, 

!S  possible,  to  your  own  institutiooa  once  adopted, 
ftad  within  your  ovn  walls.  Your  superior  or  confessor 
alone  need  be  informed  or  consulted  in  matters  where  the 
mother  and  her  couDcil  Doed  his  advice.  I  shall  congratu- 
late jou  and  your  beloved  sisters  when  the  constitution  is 
•dopted.  It  will  be  like  freeing  you  from  a  state  in  which 
it  was  difficult  to  walk  straight,  us  you  had  no  certain  way 
in  which  to  proceed.  In  the  mean  time,  assure  yourself  and 
them  of  my  utmost  solicitude  for  your  advancement  in  the 
service  and  favor  of  Godj  of  my  reliance  on  your  prayere; 
of  mine  for  your  prosperity  in  the  important  duty  of  education, 
which  will  and  most  long  he  your  principal,  and  will  always 
beyourpartial,  employment.  A  century  at  least  will  pass  be- 
fore the  esigencies  and  habits  of  this  country  will  require, 
and  hardly  admit,  of  the  charitable  exercises  toward  the  sick 
Buffictent  to  employ  any  number  of  tho  sisters  out  of  our 
Ifli^esC  cities;  and  therefore  they  nmst  consider  the  business 
of  education  aa  a  laborious,  charitable,  and  permanent  object 
of  their  religious  duty. 

"  I  am,  with  esteem  and  respect,  honored  and  dear  madam, 
your  servant  in  Christ, 

"J.,  Ab'p  of  Bait." 

Agreeably  to  the  views  expressed  in  this  communication 
of  Archbishop  Cajroll,  Mother  Scion's  relations  with  her 
children  were  specially  provided  for  in  the  conatitutionj 
which  were  about  to  be  adopted.  In  the  article  which  re- 
(Quired  widows  who  apply  for  admission  into  the  sisterhood 
to  have  previously  arranged  the  temporal  concerns  of  their 
cliildi'eD,  so  as  to  be  free  from  all  future  molestation  on  this 
point,  an  exception  was  made  in  favor  of  Mother  Seton,  who 
was  authorized,  even  after  having  taken  her  vows,  to  watch 
over  her  children's  welfare,  and  to  administer  her  and  their 


I 


propeit^r,— butli  tlmt  whic-li  was  then  in  her  bands  and  wlut< 
ever  should  afterward  be  ai;i|uired.  It  wus  ulso  provided, 
in  her  fiivor,  thut,  in  case  she  shuuld  be  elected  for  s,  third 
term  tu  tbe  charge  of  luotber,  and  the  superiors  uf  the  so- 
ciety should  deem  her  continuauce  io  uffice  udvibable  for  the 
publiu  good  and  on  iiccount  of  her  situatioD  with  her  ehildreo, 
ber  election  might  be  ratified.  D^r  these  wise  rugalatione 
the  valuable  services  of  Mother  Seton  were  Eecured  to  the 
rising  community  of  St.  Joseph's,  while  she  herself  enjoyed 
in  tU  peaceful  seclusion  ull  the  advantages  of  religions  re- 
tirement, without  relin(|uishiug  the  cluims  which  five  beloved 
children  held  upon  her  materual  cure. 

The  rules  and  constitutions  having  been  maturely  con* 
sidercd  by  the  superior,  the  llev.  Mr.  Dubois,  in  conjunction 
with  the  superior  of  St.  Mary's  Seminary  in  Baltimore,  aud 
the  Most  Reverend  Archbishop,  they  were  submitted  W  the 
siatersof  St.  Joseph's  House,  inorder  that  any  proper  represcn- 
tatiou  might  be  iiitide  in  relation  to  them,  previous  to  thcii 
final  ratification.  The  sisters  were  informed  on  this  occa- 
sion that  they  were  uuder  no  obligation  of  abiding  by  these 
rules  escept  of  their  own  choice;  that  they  were  free  to  ac- 
cept, them  or  to  retire  from  the  community.  AU,  however, 
were  invited  Io  remain,  notwithstanding  any  infirmities  they 
might  have  contracted  since  their  entrance  intu  the  house; 
and,  having  been  ref|UQsted  to  espress  their  sentiment  of 
appioval  by  raising  their  hand,  all,  with  one  exception,  deter- 
mined to  embrace  the  mlcs  as  they  had  been  arranged  by 
the  Bupeiiora  and  presiding  officers  of  the  community.  At 
this  time,  (January,  1812,)  there  were  twenty  sisters  in  the 
institution.  Immediately  after  this,  the  constitution)'  were 
again  referred  to  the  archbishop  and  the  superior  of  St 
Bulpicc  in  Baltimore,  who  gave  them  a  definitive  confiraiA' 
tion,  (January  17,)  and  returned  theni  for  the  observanca 
of  the  sisters.      Mother  Setou  welcomed  them  us  a  preeioui 
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depoaite,  to  be  aacredlj  cliuriHhed  by  Ler  aud  her  com- 
panioas,  and  she  aever  ceHHed  tu  hIiciw  her  luve  UDd  vene- 
ration for  these  holy  regalations.'"' 

The  objects  of  the  society  being  dow  cleurly  defiaed,  aod 
the  spirit  of  the  rule,  with  the  form  of  governiuent,  beiug 
diatinctlj  understood,  it  only  roiiiained  for  the  siBtcrs  to 
enter  upon  the  pnictice  of  what  had  been  bo  wisely  matured 
fin  the  welfare  of  the  institution  and  the  saocti filiation  of  its 
members.  With  this  vievr,  as  soon  aa  circuiustances  per- 
mitted, an  election  was  held  for  four  officers,  to  fill  the  places 
of  Mother,  Assistant- Mot  her,  Treasurer,  and  Procuratrix. 
Id  a  letter  to  Mother  Seton  at  this  time,  Archbishop  Carroll 
did  not  fail  to  suggest  that  the  election  should  be  conducted 
*'  with  that  spirit  of  charity  and  humility  and  entire  submis- 
Bon  to  its  event,  and  with  that  preparation  by  prayer  for  the 
guidance  of  the  Holy  Spirit,  which  would  insure  constant 
tranquillity  and  regularity."  Such  were  the  dispositions  in- 
dicated in  the  coostitutionsfor  this  important  proceeding;  and 
the  fervent  souls  who  then  composed  St.  Joseph's  oomiua- 
nity  were  fully  sensible  of  the  duty  that  devolved  upon 
them.  Ab  to  Mother  Seton,  the  general  opinion  and  desire 
of  the  sisterhood  having  marked  her  out  as  the  person  who 
would  be  called  to  the  highest  rank  in  the  government,  she 
could  not  conceal  the  alarm  and  diffidence  with  which  she 
anticipated  such  a  result.  She  had  hitherto,  indeed,  pre- 
rided  over  the  institution;  but  now  that  the  affairsof  the  house 
were  to  assume  a  greater  regularity,  and  its  inmates  were  to 
take  a  new  flight,  aa  it  were,  toward  Christian  perfection,  she 
felt  her  inabUity  to  dischai^e  the  duties  of  supeiior,  and  re- 
quired encouragement  to  undertake  them.  On  this  occasion, 
one  of  her  companions  contributed  much  by  her  excellent 
tulviae  to  tranquillize  her  mind.  She  observed  to  her  that 
the  qoalifications  of  a  superior  are  only  those  of  a  Christian 
Horent;  that  in  both  prudence  should  be  combined  with  judg 
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''prescribed  vows.  No  particular  forai  of  habit,  to  be  worn 
By  the  sisters,  was  detenuiued  by  tbe  coiistitutions ;  it  wm 
1  matter  left  for  decision  at  some  future  period,  when  the 
communitj  would  be  more  numerous.  Until  then,  they 
were  directed  to  wear  the  costume  which  had  been  used 
&om  the  commencement  of  the  sisterhood,  and  to  which  wf 
hUTO  already  referred.  It  may  bt  remarked,  Lowevcr,  that 
for  some  years  neither  the  form  nor  material  of  the  commu- 
oity-dreas  had  a  very  definite  character.  Some  weeks  after 
the  Bipters  were  established  in  the  valiey,  the  biac-k  cap  wna 
intriMluced  and  afterward  retained.  The  color  of  the  dress, 
IS  well  as  the  material,  waa  not  very  uniform.  The  straitened 
fiuidn  of  the  house  required  the  observance  of  a  very  rigid 
economy,  and  for  this  reason  habits  for  the  sistcra  were  fre- 
queutly  made  from  the  articles  of  olothiog  which  they  had 
brought  with  them  to  the  institution.  In  the  year  1812, 
one  piece  of  linsey,  pepper-and-salt  color,  was  purchased  for 
this  purpose,  and  the  habits  manufactured  from  this  stuff 
insidered  by  the  members  of  the  house  as  remarkably 
genteel,  compared  with  others  then  in  use.  We  may  judge, 
however,  that  they  scarcely  reached  the  proper  standard,  from 
a  humorous  observation  of  Bishop  Cheveros,  who,  seeing  one 
of  the  sisters  in  her  linsey  habit,  inquired  of  Mother  Seton 
if  Bhe  was  "under  penance."  At  a  lator  period,  when  the 
income  of  the  establishment  had  increased,  black  bombazette 
waa  introduced  for  tbe  habits  of  the  sisters ;  but  during  the 
war  between  Great  Britain  and  the  United  States,  in  conse- 
quence of  tbe  difficulty  of  procuring  this  article,  flannel  wafl 
■abstituted  in  its  place,  and  was  used  afterward,  during 
winter  and  summer. 

By  the  introduction  of  a  settled  rule  of  life,  Mother  Se« 

had  the  consolation  of  seeing  the  community  under  her 

i^rge  acquire  a  still  greater  prospect  of  pcmianeney  and 

tucfnlness,  which  was  cojifirmed    in    no   email  dep;rec  by 
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the  fervor  of  ber  apiiitual  daughtera  and  the  numerous  up- 
plicationa  for  ailiuiseioti  iaU>  the  sisterhood.  During  the 
course  of  iha  year  allowed  for  the  trial  of  the  rules,  and  as 
a  term  of  further  probation  fur  those  who  hud  ah-eud^  eu- 
tered  the  commuaity,  Dot  less  thua  ten  kdiea  were  received, 
inaQj  of  whom  were  afterward  diBtiaguished  omaiDeuls  of 
tbeti  profession.  But,  among  the  bright  examples  which  the 
eisterhood  preeented  of  zeal  for  the  acquirement  of  religion* 
perfection,  there  was  one  that  afforded  Mother  Setoo  a  pe- 
culiar subject  of  joy  and  thanksgiring.  In  the  society 
arouad  her,  her  eldest  daughter  Anniua  was  oonspicuous. 
This  young  lady,  from  her  earliest  youth,  had  been  remark- 
able for  the  beautiful  qualities  of  ber  mind  and  heart,  which, 
with  her  personal  charms,  acquired  greater  lustre  in  propor- 
tion as  she  advanced  to  a  maturer  age.  While  she  resided 
in  Baltimore  with  her  mother,  previous  to  her  remoTa]  to 
Emmettaburg,  although  but  a  child  in  her  fourteenth  year, 
ihe  was  the  admiration  of  all  who  linew  ber,  more  for  her 
discretion  and  propriety  of  behavior  than  even  for  ber 
beauty.  A  year  later  she  won  the  affectious  of  a  young 
gentleman  of  Guadaloupe,  of  great  wealth,  superior  talents, 
and  finished  education;  and  such  were  the  advantages 
which  this  union  seemed  to  promise  that  it  was  readily  ap- 
proved by  Mother  Seton  and  the  friends  of  her  family. 
Shortly  after  the  match  had  been  arranged,  the  favorite  of 
Annina  set  out  for  bis  native  place,  to  make  the  necessary 
preparations  for  his  settlement  in  the  United  States;  but 
the  opposition  which  he  met  with  from  a  mother,  his  only 
parent,  thwarted  his  views,  and  finally  succeeded  in  prevail- 
ing over  his  plighted  faith.  Mother  Setoa,  throughout  thit 
whole  affair,  conducted  herself  as  a  wise  and  truly  Chrietiai 
parent.  Although  she  would  have  preferred  not  to  see  her 
daughter,  at  so  early  an  age,  absorbed  in  the  romance  of 
touthful  passion,  she  thought  it  better  to  aid  her  with  hai 


Dipath^  and  love  tliau  to  oppuse  her  iDcliuutiuDS.  Hef 
■'  prospect  in  life,  ho  far  an  humau  Miliiulaliuns  vuuld  diauern, 
was  indeeJ  oil  that  could  flatter  the  heart  of  a,  mother;  yet 
-she  tnial«d  not  to  the  appenraDcea  of  this  world,  hat  com' 
mitted  the  nhole  matter  to  the  good  providence  of  God,  that 
he  might  bring  it  to  the  most  favorable  issue.  Her  prayern 
were  not  in  vain.  The  Almighty  permitted  that  a  union 
vhteh  would  have  dmwn  her  eldest  child  into  the  vortex  of 
worldly  cares  and  temptations  should  never  take  pluce,  be- 
cause he  desired  himself  to  be  her  oulj  spouse,  and  called 
her  to  the  enjoyment  of  his  spetiaJ  graces.  "  Oh,  how  good 
hsB  the  Source  of  all  good  been  to  her !"  exclaimed  Mother 
Seton,  in  alluding  to  her  escape  from  the  ties  that  had 
bound  her.  Her  daughter  viewed  the  result  of  her  engage- 
ment in  the  same  light.  Although  she  was  prepared  to  fulfil 
her  promises  with  the  utmost  fidelity,  maturcr  reflection  had 
eoQvinced  her  of  the  superior  happiness  which  they  enjoy 
who  make  God  the  sole  object  of  their  affections;  and  when 
she  learned  that  she  was  free  from  the  bonds  she  had  con- 
tracted, she  rejoiced,  and  thanked  God  fur  the  favor  he  had 
bestowed  upon  her.  Availing  herself  of  the  facilities  which 
the  blessed  retirement  of  St.  Joseph's  Valley  atfordcd,  she 
made  rapid  progress  in  the  formation  of  her  character,  and 
in  the  practice  of  the  Christian  virtues.  When  absent  from 
the  valley,  she  sighed  to  return  to  its  peaceful  shades,  where 
the  could  devote  herself  more  faithfully  to  her  religious 
dnties.  At  one  time,  being  on  a  visit  to  Baltimore,  although 
she  resided  with  an  omiablo  and  virtuous  family,  she  wrote 
earnestly  to  her  mother  to  send  for  her,  that  she  might 
be  free  from  the  distractions  and  temptations  to  which  a 
■ecular  life  exposed  her.  Uer  language  is  that  of  the  moat 
fervent  and  unaffected  piety.  In  one  of  her  lettere  she 
■ays  : — "The  waving  poplars  before  my  window  is  all  that 
B&tolcB  like  home;  but,  looking  through  them,  I  see  no  pure  1 
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I  gave  to  a  ctild  who  waa  preparing  for  lier  firat  c 

■  is  remarkable  for  its  Himplicitj,  and  for  the  zeal  which  it 

f  Weathea  for  the  spiritual  welfare  of  hor  neighbor : — 

"Bbab  Theresa  : — 

"  I  only  write  to  you  to  put  you  in  mind  of  the  great 
I  ■otion  you  are  going  about;  and  do,  my  dear  lore,  try  to  pre- 
'  pare  your  heart  to  receive  our  blessed  Lord.  Oh,  think  how 
good  he  iE  to  yuu  in  granting  you  such  a  favor!  Spend, 
erery  day  till  ChristmBS,  a  quarter  of  an  hour  in  the  chapel, 
to  offer  your  heart  tu  our  blessed  Lord  and  beg  him  to  pro- 
pare  it.  You  know  you  cannot  do  it  yourself.  Offer  your- 
■elf  to  the  Blessed  Virgin;  beg  her  to  make  you  her  child. 
Pray  our  dear  Lord  to  be  born  in  your  heart,  aa  he  was  in 
the  stable  of  Bethlehem  for  our  salvation.  Oh,  remember, 
Theresa,  you  can  make  your  first  communion  but  onco:  try 
to  make  it  well,  then.  Think,  my  love,  how  happy  you  will 
be  if  you  receive  him  for  your  salvation.  Oh,  when  death 
comes,  how  you  will  wish  that  yon  had  made  it  well!  but  it 
will  be  too  late  then,  and  how  dreadful  if  yon  have  made  it 
ill!  Take  care :  throw  yourself,  in  spirit,  at  the  foot  of  the 
cross;  say  to  our  Lord  you  are  a  weak  child,  you  can  do  no- 
thing of  yourself  Beg  him  to  send  the  holy  spirit  of  his  love 
in  your  heart,  to  oonsume  it  with  this  blessed  fire;  beg  him 
to  enlighten  your  faith,  that  yon  may  receive  him  worthily. 
Oh,  how  happy  would  I  think  myself  if  1  could  again  makn 
my  first  commiinioa  I  J  tuoidd  think  I  could  never  jire- 
oare  mi/nelf  enoiit/h.  In  the  course  of  the  day,  while  yon 
ve  at  your  lessons,  sometimes  think,  '  Oh,  how  happy  am  1 1 
Jesus,  my  dear  Jesus,  is  coming  to  me.  0  dearest  Lord, 
prepare  me  for  yourself.'  Try  to  serve  him,  and  make  reso- 
Jutions  to  do  your  best.  Try,  when  yon  think  any  thing 
^Will  moke  you  angry,  to  reflect, '  la  this  preparing  to  receivB 
Hfay  Jesuef     When  you  are  at  your  prayers,  keep  your  head  I 
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bnwcd  dowD  Bod  your  hands  joined,  and  do  not  1uok  about 
the  cbnpel,  because  you  need  not  think  our  Lord  will  liateD 
to  jour  prayers  wlien  you  do  not  even  think  of  wlint  you 
■re  saying  to  him.  .  .  .  Oil,  ray  love,  if  you  knew  what  I 
feel  for  jou  and  the  girls  who  are  t«  make  their  first  com- 
muuion !  All  I  ask  of  you  is  to  beg  Him  to  prepare  your 
heart  and  to  ^ve  you  a  true  sense  of  what  you  arc  going  to 
do.  I  know  I  need  say  nothing  if  our  Lord  pleases  to  make 
you  hisj  all  I  wish  is  to  put  you  in  mind,  because  I  would  be 
so  happy  to  think  you  would  be  forever  his.  Pray  for  me, 
doar  loye;  beg  our  dear  Lord  to  make  me  hia  and  to  teach 
me  bow  to  love  him." 


The  beauty  of  this  letter  consists  chiefly  in  its  adaptation 
to  the  simplicity  of  the  child  to  whom  it  was  addresHcd,  who 
could  not  have  understood  its  excellent  lessons  had  they 
been  couched  in  any  other  language.  The  absent  pupils 
of  St.  Joseph's,  as  well  as  those  in  the  institution,  were  ob- 
jects of  Anna  Seton's  virtuous  leal.  They  who  had  been 
her  companions  recalled  with  gntteiiil  emotions  her  example 
and  conversation,  which  had  produced  impressions  equally 
profonnd  and  salutaiy.  They  remembered  with  joy  the 
happy  influence  she  had  exerted  over  them,  and  thanked 
God  for  the  privilege  of  having  formed  her  acquaintance. 
On  her  part,  she  sought  by  the  wisest  admonitions  to  cherish 
and  cultivate  the  precious  seed  which  had  been  sown  in  their 
hearts,  and  to  prevent  it  from  being  dissipated  by  the  storms 
of  temptation  ao  common  in  the  world.  Writing  to  a  young 
friend  who  was  called  to  bmve  its  dangers,  she  thus  encou- 
rages and  directs  her  for  the  conflict ; — "  You  say  you  wish 
to  be  resigned  to  live  in  the  wicked  world,  as  you  call  it; 

but,  dearest  H ,  jou  have  many  oppwtunities  of  Berviog 

and  pleasing  our  dear  Lord  in  it.     Make  use  of  them  :  it 
u  for  thcin  you  will  be  oullcd  to  account.     Here  Is  the  first 
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<bj  of  Advent,  and  we  are  chiefly  to  keep  iq  mind  the  jadg- 
ment-day :  never  cease  praying,  my  sweet  friend,  that  W8 
may  meet  one  another  joyfully  in  tlint  day  of  terrora.  When 
W6  thini  of  the  eternity  which  follows,  we  may  well  tremhte 
How  good  a  use  should  wo  make  of  the  few  moments  which 
our  God  gives  ua  here,  to  gain  a  happy  one  !  Be  not  care- 
less. If  those  momenta  are  lost,  eternity  will  also  be  lost. 
Whon  we  meet  there,  yon  may  thaolt  me  for  reminding  you, 
thongh  I  think  Bo  little  myeelf  of  that  awful  day  so  soon  to 
eome.  Meet  me  at  the  foot  of  the  cross,  next  Sunday,  at 
eight  in  the  morning.  Pray  for  your  Anna."  In  another 
letter  to  her  aister,  she  says ; — "  Come,  we  must  walk  on 
resolutely,  though  the  way  is  so  rough  and  strewn  with 
thorns.  Don't  forget  lo  say  the  prayers  we  joined  in  for  a 
happy  death.  You  know  we  ought  to  take  a  little  trouble 
for  that  whieh  should  bo  the  concern  of  our  whole  life." 
"Well  could  thia  fervent  yonng  lady  admonish  others  of  the 
thing  necessary  ■"  for  she  made  it  the  continual  object 
of  her  own  thoughts  and  efforts.  Eternity  was  tho  great 
eonaideration  that  occupied  her  mind  and  formed  the  incos- 
to  which  all  her  actions  were  directed.  Whatever 
ghe  said,  whatever  she  wrote,  all  turned  to  one  point, — to  be 
prepared  for  death,  that,  like  the  wise  virgins  in  the  gospel^ 
she  migbt  be  always  ready,  with  her  lamp  trimmed,  to  meet 
the  heavenly  Bridegroom.  Such  was  Anna  Seton,  a  model 
of  piety,  regularity,  and  modesty  to  her  companions,  and  a 
most  edifying  example  of  virtue  to  the  sisters  thontselves. 
To  promote  her  spiritual  advancement  and  consecrate  her- 
self more  perfectly  to  the  service  of  God,  she  applied  for 
admission  into  the  sisterhood,  which  was  re.idily  granted; 
but  tliiB  fervent'soul  was  already  ripe  for  heaven,  and  was 
HMD  to  be  called  to  the  eternal  rewards  for  which  she  had 
K  diligently  labored.  Toward  the  end  of  September,  1811, 
jriic  woM  taken  with  chills  and  fever,  and  pain  in  the  brcaal 


TnK  Ltri  or 

)f  Um  CD(iaeqacDC«  of  exposiire  lo  the  rain,  utd  in  ■ 
e  rcdaccd  to  the  ncccaaty  of  oonfinaaeDt 
bed.  Id  additum  to  Uieae  s^mploiiu,  ■ 
iDperreDed,  which  left  no  doabt  as  to  tlu 
i,  which  proved  to  be  &  conSrmed 
phthtaia.  Ilnriag  her  loDg  illnese,  the  Tiituce  of  Anns 
Seton  sboae  forth  with  increased  spleodor,  particolarlj  ker 
patience,  loortification,  disengagement  from  creatures,  and 
oonformitjr  to  the  will  of  God.  Her  beaatifal  sentiments 
and  glowing  fervor  have  thus  been  traced  by  the  pen  of  her 
nuitlier,  io  the  form  of  dialogue  and  narrative : — 

''  When  first  we  found  her  comphunt  obstioah;,  epcaking 
of  her  danger,  she  said : — '  I  never  can  believe  that,  after  all 
our  dear  Lord  has  done  for  luc  iu  this  house,  and  attaching 
me  BO  much  to  it,  he  will  ever  let  me  leave  iL  lie  knows 
I  always  will  be  his  and  his  alone.'  '  Well,  but,  my  Anna. 
if  poor  niother  shoulJ  die,  or  bo  no  longer  Mother, — if 
Htraogera  should  fill  her  place, — could  you  have  courage  to 
stay?'  'Why,  dearest  mother,  if  another  was  iu  jour  place, 
they  would  uot  hinder  me  from  serving  our  Lord,  when  they 
saw  I  did  my  beat;  but  if  our  Dearettt*  will  take  me  with- 
out trying  me,  I  am  very  willing.  But  oh,  how  I  have 
abused  his  graoea !  If  only  I  had  made  use  of  the  oppor- 
tunities he  has  giveu  uie  here  !  K  the  girls  did  but  know 
how  sorry  I  am  for  every  vexation  I  have  given  the  sisters, 
and  every  fault  I  have  committed  agiiiiist  silence  at  table, 
and  every  bid  example  !  Oh,  if  I  get  better,  I  will  be  dif- 
ferent ia  OTTy  respect.'  When  it  was  proposed,  with  a 
view  of  rdijving  her,  to  put  a  aetun  in  her  side,  she  ob- 
servod,  'Yes,  my  mother,  I  agree  to  it,  though  1  do  not  be- 
lieve it  will  do  my  body  any  good;  but  Jet  me  pay  my 
penanoe  fur  so  often  drawing  in  my  waist  to  look  ^mall  aoJ 

*  IbM  ii,  our  Lard.    It  wai  a  aoiamtn 
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imitate  the  lookd  of  mj  companions.  Let  the  ribs  aov 
draw  with  paio  for  having  drawu  with  vanity.'  When  the 
^Operation  waa  postponed,  'Oh,  no,'  she  said;  'to-day  ia 
J^day ;  let  it  bo  done  to-day ;  it  is  the  best  day,  my  dear 
JDtrd.'  Through  all  the  painful  dressing  of  the  wound,  and 
^drawing  the  cord  every  day,  she  gave  no  other  espresaion 
'fiian  the  lifting  of  her  BtreoiuiDg  eyes,  and  the  csclamo- 
jtion,  '  My  dear  Lord  I'  Sometimes  ghe  would  say,  when 
taking  her  powders,  '  My  mother,  why  would  you  keep  me  ? 
If  my  life  is  prolonged  a  little,  it  must  be  done  at  last,' 
.fihe  once  observed,  'Every  one  will  think  in  Baltimore  my 
[Ul  health  is  occasioned  by  disappuiutment,  that  is,  morti- 
'Sxtnt'ioa  J  but  our  dear  Lord  knows  how  much  1  have  thanked 
biin  fur  my  escape  ;  he  kuows  how  I  dreaded  being  obliged 
to  fulfil  my  foolish  promises.'  To  her  former  coiupanioDS 
she  wrote  : — 'I  am  suffering  now  in  earuest,  nut  as  wo  used 
to  <Io  on  our  knees,  when  meditating  the  passion  of  our  dear 
Lord;  we  used  to  wish  to  suffer  with  him,  but,  when  called 
to  prove  the  wish,  how  different  is  the  reality  from  the 
imagination  !  Let  aiy  weakness  be  a  lesson  to  you,'  When 
I  half  reproached  her  for  her  little  care  of  her  health,  rising 
at  the  first  bell  and  even  being  on  the  watch  to  ring  it  the 
Btoment  the  cluck  struck,  washing  at  the  pump  in  the  se- 
Terest  weather,  often  eating  in  the  refectory  what  siekeaed 
her  BtoTuach,  'Ah,  dear  mother!'  she  replied,  coloring 
deeply,  as  if  she  was  wounding  humility,  'if  uur  Lord  called 
me  up  to  meditate,  was  I  wrung  to  go  ?  If  I  washed  at  the 
pimp,  did  Dot  others  more  delicate  do  it  7  If  I  ate  what  I 
did  not  tike,  was  it  nut  proper,  since  it  is  but  a  cummon 
ChriHtiuD  act  to  control  my  appetite  F  Besides,  what  would 
my  example  have  been  to  my  decury,  if  I  had  done  other- 
H'ac  in  any  of  those  uu«es  f  Indeed,  I  have  given  too  much 
fcitd  example  nithout  that.  Dearest  l^rd,  pardon  me.'  " 
What  the  fecliugB  of  Mother  Sctou  were  in  witueBsing 
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the  suff(,riDgs  and  rapid  decline  of  ber  daughter  caa  b> 
better  ima^^iucd  than  described.  To  see  so  gifted  aod  be- 
loved a  oliild,  in  nbom  ^outh,  beauty,  talents,  pietj,  all 
combined  to  make  her  the  idol  of  a  parent's  heart,  sensibly 
lading  from  her  view,  was  more  than  nature  could  bear, 
unaided  by  tbe  influeDoes  of  religion.  But,  where  nature 
was  wanting,  grace  superaboiiDded  to  streogtben  and  anp- 
port  her.  With  all  tbe  devotedncss  that  maternal  lovs 
could  inspire,  she  watched  day  and  nigbtby  the  couch  of  ber 
dying  Annina,  bestowing  every  care  and  administering  eveiy 
comfort  with  the  most  unremitting  attention,  and  exhibiting 
the  most  heroic  courage  and  reaignatjon  to  tbe  will  of  God. 
Mother  and  daughter  seemed  to  vie  with  each  other  in  the 
display  of  Christian  sentiment  under  this  painful  trial ;  and 
it  would  be  difficult  to  decide  which  was  the  more  worthy 
of  admiration, — the  daughter  pressiug  forward  with  eager- 
ness to  her  heavenly  home,  or  the  mother  generously  offer- 
ing the  sacrifice  of  her  first-born  child.  The  beauty  of  the 
scene  now  passing  in  St.  Joseph's  Valley  was  felt  far  beyond 
its  hallowed  limits.  From  every  quarter  was  the  voice  of 
sympathy,  comfort,  and  encouragement,  addressed  to  Mother 
Scion  and  her  sufl'ering  daughter.  The  Rev.  Mr.  Duboui^, 
of  St.  Mary's  College,  Baltimore,  thus  wrote  to  tbe  for- 
mer:— "From  your  report,  I  entertain  litlio  hopi 
but  the  dispositions  of  Anuina  must  console  yon.  Happy 
mother,  amid  all  your  trials  1  Already  have  yon  sent  up 
before  you  two  adopted  daughters.  Annina's  aniietj  to 
follow  them  does  not  surprise  me,  and  must  afford  you  great 
Spiritual  comfort.  Why  did  you  bring  them  to  light  but  to 
prejiare  them  for  heaven  ?  The  sooner  they  have  done  wllb 
the  trials  of  the  passage,  the  better  for  them,  tbe  more  con- 
soling for  you.  I  am  sometimes  thinking  of  the  generous 
mother  of  the  Maccabee.1,  or  of  St.  Felicitus,  who  both  ha<l 
the  happiness  to  exhort  their  seven  sons  to  juartyrdom  ami 


to  be  uiiit4K]  n-icli  tliem  in  the  Lord.  But  I  h.iu  still  more 
moved  at  the  remcmbmnce  of  Mar^  ut  the  foot  of  the  cross. 
Yoar  Bitufttion  comes  near  lo  theirs,  and  jou  will  find  in 
your  faith  ihe  same  motives  of  courage.  Look  up;  yea, 
look  up.  Nothing  here  below  is  worthy  of  jonr  attention. 
Nothing  aurelj  ca,n  offer  yoii  a  substitute  for  your  daily 
losaes."-"'  From  Archbishop  Carroll,  who  took  the  liveliest 
interest  iu  the  welfare  of  Mother  Seton  and  her  family,  she 
neeived  the  most  grateful  expression  of  his  sympathy  and  ad- 
vice : — "  While  the  situation  of  your  dear  Aniia  Maria  filU 
with  sorrow  the  hearts  of  your  and  her  friends,  tbey  liavi) 
at  the  same  titno  occasion  to  bless  God  for  her  singular  re- 
ngnnljon  of  herself  into  the  arms  of  Providence,  her  bumble 
eonGdenoe  in  divine  mercy,  and  your  truly  Christian  forti- 
tude, the  effect  of  lively  faith.  Indeed,  it  is  to  ine  a  matter 
of  doubt  whether  you  will  not  stand  in  greater  need  of  that 
fortitude,  to  wipe  off  the  tears  and  aJlay  the  anguish  of  dear 
Anna's  brothers  and  sisters  when  she  will  be  removed  from 
them,  than  to  moderate  the  vehemence  of  your  own  aenai- 
Inlity  at  losing  the  visible  presence  of  such  an  angel.  May 
the  Prinee  of  peace  continue  to  calm  the  emotions  of  your 
BOul  !  Wc  will  unite  our  prayers  to  those  of  the  fevoritea 
of  heaven  by  whom  you  are  surrounded,  that  the  holy  will 
of  God  may  be  done  and  hia  glory  thereby  increased.  ,  , 
liet  dear  Anna  know  that,  viewing  her  almost  as  the  happy 
inhabitant  of  a  better  world,  I  feel  for  her  an  awful  respeot, 
and,  may  I  not  add,  veneration."  Bisbop  Cheverus,  of 
lloston,  wrote  to  ber  in  a  similar  strain: — "Since  I  r* 
cjived  your  last,  I  am  every  day  with  you  at  the  bedside  of 
«u  dear  Anna,  I  cry  with  you,  I  rejoice  with  you,  I  pray 
irith  you  and  the  dear  child,  and  think  I  hear  her  repeat 
the  admirable  and  moving  words  she  addressed  lo  you. 
loEtead  of  consoling,  I  can  hardly  help  congratulating  yen 
your  sweet  and  holy  daughter."     These  words  of  c 


fort  and  inHtructiuD  froiu  distinguinhcd  pastors  of  tlia 
Church  were  carefully  treasnred  np  by  Mother  Seton  and 
her  suffering  child.  The  situation  of  the  luttcr  becoming 
daily  more  criticul,  it  whb  deemed  adTiaable  to  administer 
the  Inst  sacraments,  which  she  received  with  estnuirdinary 
eentimenls  of  fervor  on  the  30th  of  January.  Death  was 
now  advancing  at  a  rapid  paoej  hut  she  witnoHSod  ila  ap- 
proach  with  the  most  adoiirablo  composure,  and  with  a  rare 
energy  of  soul  encouraged  and  soothed  the  grieving  heartfl 
of  all  around  her.  We  cannot  better  describe  her  real  dis- 
positions and  those  of  her  saintly  parent  at  this  time  than 
in  the  words  of  the  latter  to  a  friend : — 

"It  is  true:  the  dear,  lovely,  and  excellent  child  of  my 
hoart  is  on  the  point  of  departure.  The  last  week  (second 
in  February)  she  hai<  been  every  moment  od  the  watch,  es- 
pcoting  every  coughing-fit  would  be  the  last;  hut,  with  a 
peace,  resignation,  and  contentment  of  Houl  truly  consoling, 
— not  suffering  a  tear  to  be  shed  round  her, — she  has  some- 
thing comforting  to  say  to  all,  telling  all  her  many  com- 
panions who  come  occasionally  to  her  bedside,  '  See  how  soon 
you  may  die!  think  bow  you  would  wish  to  be,  if  you  were 
on  this  bed  of  death  with  me '.' — always  calculating  with  me, 
'If  I  was  to  live,  dearest  mother,'  and  drawing  all  her  con- 
clusions that  she  is  not  only  williug  but  happy  to  go,  before 
she  passes  the  dangers  and  trials  of  future  years.  When 
the  lust  change  took  place,  and  cold  sweat,  gasjiing  breathing, 
and  agoniiing  pain,  indicated  immediate  dissolution,  the 
pain  of  her  eyes  so  great  she  could  no  longer  fix  them,  she 
said,  'I  can  no  longer  look  at  yon,  my  dear  crucifix,  but  I 
enter  my  agony  with  my  Saviour :  I  drink  the  cup  with  hire. 
Yea,  adorable  Lord,  your  will,  and  yours  alone  be  doncl  E 
will  it  too.  I  leave  my  dearest  ra  tl  e  becau.  e  you  will  it— 
my  dearest,  dearest  mother.'  Poor  the  j  u  will  eayj 
and  yet,  happy  mother  1      You  c;     w  II  uud    ■ht      ltUis:foF 
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me,  dear  frieud, — to  ace  ker  receive  tho  lostsacranicotBwitlt 
mj  sentiinenta  of  theui,  her  precious  aoui  stretching  out  to- 
ward heaven,  the  aiugular  purity  of  her  life,  of  which  I  could 
^ve  you  the  uioat  auuuble  proofs,  uj  calculations  of  this 
world, — all,  dear  friend,  combine  to  aileuee  poor  nature." 
Nature,  indeed,  vae  hushed  on  thig  oecusion,  that  faith 
might  have  its  perfect  triumph.  On  the  Sunday  before 
Aunin^'s  death,  the  mother,  with  a  martyr's  finutiesa,  and 
the  daughter,  with  equal  energy  of  soul,  desired  that  the 
young  ladies  of  the  acSidemj  should  be  introduced  into  her 
chamber,  that  the  contempktion  of  the  wasted  form  and 
faded  beauty  there  presented  might  teach  them  a  lasting  tea- 
Bon  of  the  frailtj  of  human  life.  The  boarders,  fifty  in  num- 
ber, were  distributed  int«  bands,  who  were  admitted  one  after 
the  other;  first,  the  children  who  had  made  their  first  com- 
munion, then  the  class  that  was  preparing  fur  it,  and,  lastly, 
those  who  composed  Aunina's  decury.  Ou  appearing  before 
lier,  she  addressed  them  in  the  most  impressive  manner,  her 
voice  being  like  that  of  one  from  the  grave: — "My  dear 
^rls,  come  and  look  at  your  poor  Anna;  see  how  I  am  re- 
duced who  but  a  few  weeks  ago  was  as  well,  as  gay,  as  play- 
ful, and  as  happy,  as  you  arc.  See  me  now  in  the  arms  of 
death;  look  at  the  state  of  my  breast:  I  must  now  go  to 
eternity.  The  mortification  has  already  commenced."  Here, 
uncovering  her  neck,  to  let  them  behold  its  sad  condition, 
after  the  dreadful  suiFerings  she  had  endared  the  night  be- 
fore,  "See,"  she  continued,  "the  body  which  I  used  to  dresB 
Mid  lace  up  so  well:  what  is  it  now?  Look  at  these  hands: 
tiie  worms  will  have  poor  banqueting  here.  What  is  beauty? 
what  is  life?  Nothing;  nothing.  Ob,  love  and  serve  God 
bithfully,  and  prepare  for  eternity.  Some  of  you,  dear 
.girls,  may  soon  be  as  I  am  now;  be  good,  and  pray  for  me." 
Sobe  ftfld  tears  were  the  only  reply  to  this  moving  addrew, 
'^hich  Btuli  deeply  into  the  heartt<  of  all  present. 
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The  Dearer  sUe  drew  lo  lier  last  hour,  the  luure  absorbed 
did  eliB  becuuie  with  the  thouf;ht  and  desire  of  her  etemoj 
hume.  She  delighted  in  hiariug  liur  favorite  canticlea  of 
piety  sung  in  her  pnsence,  or  iu  repeating  Buch  parts  of 
them  OS  most  inflamed  her  devotion.  "  Eternity,  eternity !" 
ehe  would  often  exclaim,  "of  never-ceasing  joys.  Kternilj 
of  never-ceasing  sighs!  Oh  may  I  escupe  those  dreadful 
noee  V  Deeirous  of  completing  the  sacrifice  which  abe  had 
made  to  Ood  of  her  heurt  and  ita  affections,  Sister  Annioa 
requested  the  favor  of  being  permitted  to  die  a  professed 
Sister  of  Charity;  and,  although  the  time  had  not  yet  arrived 
for  any  of  the  community  Iti  be  admitted  to  the  usnal  vows, 
she  was  allowed,  on  the  day  preceding  her  death,  tu  bind'ber- 
self  by  those  sacred  obligutiona  of  poverty,  chastity,  and  obe- 
dience, thus  becoming  the  first  profcssod  member  of  the  si^ 
terhood.  On  the  morning  of  her  departnre,  she  called  her 
two  younger  sisters,  requesting  them  to  kneel  at  the  foot  of 
dor  bed  and  sing  these  favorite  lines: — 


"ThooKhnlUho  powers 

NocvilHill  I  fear; 

For  whilo  my  Jeaus  ii 

Xo  dauger  can  cuuii 


ir  ball  iDmit 


It  yne  a  heart-rending  scene.  The  desire  to  please  s 
loved  and  dying  siKter  nerved  tbe  young  ereatures  to  over- 
oome  their  feelioga,  and  with  streaming  eyes  and  throt  bing 
hearts  they  entered  upon  the  task;  but  the  overpowcrings  of 
grief  soon  compelled  them  to  desist.  Mother  Seton,  with  i 
fortitude  rarely  to  be  seen,  sat  supporting  her  expiring  child, 
while  the  silent  tears  coursed  dowu  her  cheeks,  until  the  last 
Bad  conflict  of  nature  became  too  severe.  Some  of  the  sisters 
prevailed  upon  her  to  change  her  position,  when  she  retired 
before  the  Blessed  Sacrament,  until  the  scene  was  over  and 
the  pure  spirit  of  Sister  Annina  had  winged  its  flight  to 
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leavcn.     Slie  departed  this  lifeoii  the  12th  of  Mnrch,  1812, 
D  the  17th  year  of  her  age.     No  sooner  was  the  iiitelligenne 
ref  the  event  communicated  to  the  jouog  ladies  of  the  Bchool, 
I  together  with  the  last  adviue  and  farewell  of  their  venerated 
I  companion,  than  the  houne  resounded  with  sobs  and  lameuta' 
I'tUius.      Kvery  one  was  eager  to  kiss  the  last  words  of  tho 
■  Ikngel  of  Ihe  school.     Then  they  all  retired  before  the  altar 
r  precious  sou!  to  the  nierey  of  its  Creator. 
On  the  following  day,  her  rcniaios  were  deposited  in  the 
grave,  amid  the  prajera  nnU  regrets  of  the  whole  commu- 
nity,— the  girls  of  the  academy  clothed  in  white,  as  an  appro- 
priate emblem  of  the  pure  and  spotless  character  of  her 
whose  loss  they  so  deeply  deplored.     Mother  Scton,  in  fol- 
I    towing  her  sweet  child  to  her  resting-place,  appeared  more 
i  fike  a  statne  of  grief  than  a  living  being.     But  one  tear  was 
n  upoQ  her  uheek,  as  she  returned  from  the  overwhelming 
ue;  and,  raising  her  eyes  to  heaven,  she  uttered  slowly,  as 
pelding  to  the  full  force  of  the  sentiment,  "Father,  thy 
I  will  be  done."     Among  her  companions,  Sister  Annina  waa 
^  never  forgotten.     For  several  years,  the  children  of  the  vil- 
lage delighted  in  covering  her  grave  with  moss  and  the  lily 
of  the  valley.      Every  time  they  came  to  St.  Joseph's  school 
they  would  bring  their  collection  of  beautiful  floweis  to 
adorn  the  spot  where  reposed  the  beloved  preceptress  who 
had  taught  them  so  many  lessons  of  virtue.     Kach  one  pos- 
sessed some  cherished  memento  of  Miss  Aunina  Seton's 
I  IdndnesB  and  affection. 

The  departure  of  her  eldest  child,  in  the  bloom  of  life  and 
idearing  qualities,  could  not  but  ba 
Knsibly  felt  by  Mother  Scton,  although  faith  sustaiaed  her 
md  controlled  her  feelings.  As  she  says  herself,  in  writing 
o  a  friend,  "  The  separation  irou  my  angel  has  left  so  new 
[upression  on  my  mind  that,  if  I  was  not 
ibligod  to  live  in  these  dear  oneB,  (her  children,)  I  shouli) 
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nnconacioualy  die  in  hen— unconscioUMly,  for  never,  by  a  fre« 
ftct  of  tlie  mind,  would  I  ever  repret  Ari  icilt"  "  Who  can 
tell  the  silent  Bulitudc  of  the  mother's  soul  1  ita  pence  and 
rest  in  God  I"  At  another  time,  the  anniversary  of  Anna's 
birthday,*  which  brouirht  her  forcibly  to  her  mind,  she  pours 
forth  one  of  those  phitotive  strains  which  religion  does  not 
refuse  to  nature  when  indulged  with  due  subordination  tu 
the  spirit  of  faith.  Augustin  would  not  be  condemned  foi 
the  tears  shed  over  a  beloved  parent,  who  had  ao  often  wept 
in  her  solicitude  for  him.  Uere  the  mother  could  be  al- 
lowed to  mourn  over  the  loss  of  a  child  who  had  become 
endeared  to  her  by  every  eonsidoratiou  of  filial  duty.  "  The 
romembmnce  of  my  lovely  one,"  she  writes,  "  now  forces 
itself  in  every  moment.  Her  singular  modesty  und  grace 
of  action,  the  lifting  her  eyes  from  the  ground  U>  cast  the 
raya  of  her  very  soul  into  mine,  which  was  often  her  only 
expression  of  her  desires  or  wishes,— and  now  I  am  so  happy 
that  I  never  contradicted  any  of  them, — her  rational  and 
pare  scntimoDts  set  down  in  so  many  ways,  the  neatness  and 
order  of  all  her  little  affairs,  and  ingenious  way  of  uniting 
economy  und  elegance  in  her  plain  and  simple  dreas, — thia 
was  always  a  delight  to  poor  mother,  but  now  an  admiration, 
and  it  appea.rs  to  me  I  never  6aw  or  shall  see  any  thing  to 
be  compared  to  her.  Poor,  poor  mother,  let  her  tall  to  you, 
dear  Eliza ;  if  you  could  have  seen  the  moment  when  kneel- 
ing a,t  the  foot  of  her  bed  to  rab  her  cold,  cold  feet  a  day 
or  two  before  I  she  sow  the  tears,  and,  without  being  able  to 
hide  her  own,  although  smiling  at  the  same  time,  she  re- 
peated the  Bo-ofton-asked  question,  'Can  it  be  for  mel 
Should  you  not  rejoice  ?  It  will  be  but  a  moment,  and  re' 
ouited  for  eternity,  a  happy  eternity  with  my  mother !  Whal 
a  thought !'   These  were  her  very  words,  and  when  in  dcath't 
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y  lier  (jaivaricj;  lips  cnuld  with  difficulty  utter  ona  wnri, 
I  feeling  a  tear  tall  o.;  her  fucc,  she  smiled,  and  said  wiih  great 
effort,  '  Laugh — mother — Jeaus,'  at  bftervals,  as  she  could 
not  put  two  words  to^ethar.  Oh,  the  laEt  look  of  the  tyes, 
as  if  piercing  the  alouds,  and  her  dear  hiindd  locked  on  the 
breast  and  nevoi  uucliisped  ! — the  dear  oistcT  who  dressed 
her  in  her  white  Led-gown  cut  the  eleoTes  to  prflserve  hor 
posture, — poor  mother  must  Bay  no  more  now ;  only  pray 
that  she  may  be  strengthened.  .  .  .  You  helieve  me  when  1 
Boy,  with  my  whole  soul,  '  Tey  will  be  done  forever.' 
Eternity  wm  Anna's  darling  word.  I  find  it  written  in 
efciy  thing  that  belonged  to  her :  mnsic,  books,  copies,  the 
waJls  of  her  little  chamber, — everywhere  that  word.  .  ,  . 
What  would  you  give  to  adorn  our  white  enclosure,  contain- 
ing the  precious  three,*  with  your  myrtles  and  jeasamineaV 
The  children  have  covered  them  with  violets,  and  all  the 
spring-ftowersf  of  the  neighborhood  are  collected  there,  the 
lily  of  the  valley  in  abundance.  So  familiar  they  are  with 
death,  they  have  marked  out  niy  plaee  nest  to  Nina,  and 
every  day  some  now  rosebush,  or  shrub,  or  flower,  is  carried 

there.     K will  sometimes  kiss  me  in  a  tranaport,  nnd 

ask,  '  Oh,  mother,  won't  we  be  happy  when  we  are  there  1" 


Little  I 


ind  often 


'If  I 


Bhould  be  left  behind  !'  "J 

No  sooner  did  the  intelligence  of  Sister  Annina's  death 
reach  her  friends  abroad,  than  expressions  of  the  wanuesi 
sympathy  were  directed  to  Mother  Seton.  But  she  waa  ad- 
dressed rather  in  a  tone  of  congratulation  than  of  grief,  for 
haring  sent  before  her  a  child  so  remarkable  for  hor  piety 


•  Harriot  Selon,  Bister  CeeUia  BeWn,  a 
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"  Iliippy  mother!"  exeliiLina  one  of  liei 
former  pupils,  "  iu  baviug  such  a  diiughter  to  return  to  oat 
dearest  Lord.  Happy  I  think  myself  in  having  such  a  fncnd 
IB  bcavea." 
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Released  from  the  coostant  care  which  the  illness  of  her 
daughter  had  imposed,  Hother  Seton  turned  her  attention 
more  piuticularly  to  the  wanta  of  the  sisterhood  aud  aca- 
demy, which  afforded  continual  oraployment  to  her  charity 
and  leal.  In  Septemher,  1812,  her  community  had  the  hap- 
piness of  receiving  the  tegular  services  of  the  Kev.  Simon 
Gahriel  Brut^,  who  had  been  appointed  the  assistant  of  the 
Bev.  Mr.  Dubois.  The  duties  of  the  latter  clergyman  had 
been  daily  increasing;  and,  fJthough  since  the  year  1810 
he  had  been  aided  in  his  arduous  kboura  by  the  Rev.  Charles 
Dnhamcl,  who  had  the  pastoral  charge  of  the  uougregatioa 
it)  Emmettsburg,  he  required  additional  help  fur  his  vaiied 
ftnd  important  occupations.  Besides  having  the  charge  of 
Mt.  St.  Mary's  congregation,  whose  members  were  scattered 
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over  the  c<  untry  round  utiil  called  upun  liim  in  the  time 
Af  sickDess  and  other  emei^euciea,  he  wua  the  prcsidcut  of 
the  College  and  superior  ul'  the  Siatera  uf  Charity,  either  of 
which  offices  wotild  have  been  eufficieot  to  occupy  a  man  of 
.erdiuary  zeaJ.*  To  these  engrossiug  occupations  he  devoted 
himself  with  unrciiiittiDg  attecitiou,  and  almost  alooe,  as  at 
this  time  ho  could  command  but  a  very  liu 
Every  morning  he  went,  before  the  dawn  of  day,  t* 
brat«  mass  at  St.  Joseph's,  nearly  two  miles  distant,  a 
mediately  on  his  return  he  entered  upon  a  round  of  u; 
rupted  duty  in  the  college,  where  he  acted  not  only  a; 
dent,  but  aa  the  professor  of  the  chief  hraoches  that  wera 
taught.  This,  with  the  intended  enlargement  of  the  courae 
of  study,  and  constant  demand  upon  his  time  for  the  visit- 
,ilig  of  the  sick  and  the  administration  of  the  sacraments, 
lodered  it  all-importaot  that  he  should  have  the  aid  of  a 
Milous  and  efficient  priest  to  relieve  him  from  a  portion  of 
the  labor  that  threatened  to  overpower  him.  Such  was 
the  Rev.  Mr.  BrntC,  whose  distinguished  talents  and  virtues 
became  a  most  valuable  acquisition  to  the  two  institutions 
in  the  vicinity  of  Emmettsburg  and  to  the  Catholic  popu- 
lation generally. 

Mr.  Brats  was  bom  at  Bennes,  in  France,  in  1779,  of 
wealthy  and  respectable  parents,  whose  first  care  was  to  edu- 
cate their  son  in  the  fear  and  love  of  God.  During  the 
French  revolution,  tho  fortunes  of  bis  family  being  scattered, 
he  assisted  his  mother,  the  only  surviving  parent,  in  a  print- 
ing eatahlishment,  which  she  had  undertaken  as  a  means  of 
Bnbaistence.  As  soon  aa  cinmmstances  pennitted,  he  en- 
tered upon  a  course  of  medical  study,  and,  notwithstanding 
^tiie  spirit  of  irreligion  which  prevailed  at  the  time,  he  fear- 
^kttly  professed  his  faith  and  fulfilled  its  dutjcs.     In  1803, 
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lie  gnulualcd  in  mcditinc  wiih  the  IiigUest  boDois;  but,  b» 
liovliig  that  tbe  will  of  GcmI  called  h-m  lo  another  Ephen:  of 
lire,  he  commenced  the  stndj  of  theology  ia  the  semiuaijof 
St.  Sulpitiun,  at  i'aris,  and,  after  five  jeare  of  contioua]  ap- 
plicatioN  to  ac<|uire  the  knowledge  and  virtaes  of  the  eccle- 
iiastionl  Btatc,  he  wnB  promoted  to  the  holy  order  of  pneet- 
hood.  After  his  ordiDatioD  Mr.  Brut^  becfline  a  ueuiher  of 
the  8u1pitian  Hociety,  and  taught  theology  in  the  seraioco^ 
of  Ills  Dative  place  until  the  year  ISIO,  when  he  embarked 
for  Ameriea  in  the  company  of  the  Rt.  Rev.  Mr.  Plagct. 
On  his  arrival  in  Baltimore,  he  became  a  director  in  St. 
Mary's  Seminary,  and  tuught  a  class  of  philosophy  in  the 
ucillegc  adjoining  it.  Here  he  soon  distingniithed  himself 
by  his  ability  us  a  sehular  and  divine,  particularly  in  a  con- 
tnivcrsy  which  was  soon  afterward  provoked  by  the  adver- 
wirioH  of  Catholicity,  and  during  which  he  gave  ^goal  proof 
of  his  xeol  for  religion  and  of  the  eminent  talent  and  learn- 
lug  whioli  ho  wufl  capable  of  wielding  in  ita  defence.  No 
olorjomian  oouM  have  been  more  suitably  appointed  to  aid 
Mr.  Bubois  thnn  Mr.  Brut^,  whoso  physical  activity  was  not 
teas  remarkable  than  his  intellectnal  and  moral  qnolitiea. 
Itosidoa  sharing  in  the  duties  of  the  college  and  the  holy 
itiinistry,  be  oolelrutod  maaa  four  times  in  the  week  at  St. 
■TiiHe]ili'B  siittorhuod.  Mother  Seton  derived  the  greatest 
boiieUt  from  hia  excellent  eonnsels.  She  and  Mr.  Brol^ 
were  oongenial  spirits;  their  minds  would  seem  to  have 
been  enst  in  the  same  mould.  A  vivid  fancy  and  ardent 
tempornmont,  will,  an  entire  yielding  of  himself  to  the  im- 
piilaea  of  fuith,  cnuaod  Mr.  Brut^  to  feel  most  powerfully  the 
truths  of  religion,  and  with  a  corresponding  fervor  to  bd- 
Dounoo  them  in  word  or  writing.  His  idess  flowed  so  ra- 
pidly that  M  times  he  would  not  stop  to  give  them  a  fidl 
•spressioD  in  language;  but  he  poured  forth  his  subjects,  a^ 
it  wore,  in  flashes  of  word  and  sentiment,  leaving  much  to  be 
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pfnpplied  and  fclt  by  those  to  whom  he  Hddi'cssod  himself. 
tn  Mother  Scton  ho  fouud  a  soul  who  could  follow  him  in 
hie  lofty  and  beautiful  flights  on  the  wings  of  faith,  who 
Roiild  catch  the  fire  of  hia  thoughts  and  coinmune  with  him 
in  the  enjoyment  of  their  elerating  power.  From  him  in  a 
great  measure  did  she  Icaru  how  to  preserve  her  aoul  in 
peace  amid  the  trials  of  her  position,  and,  abandoning  her- 
Relf  to  the  will  of  Ood  in  all  things,  to  look  forward  in  hope 
and  joy  to  the  terra  of  all  earthly  suffering  and  viciseitnde. 
Soon  after  Mr.  Brute's  arrival  at  the  Mountain,  St.  Jo- 

»Beph's  valley  was  cheered  "by  a  Tiait  from  Archbishop  Car- 
|oll,  who  administered  the  sacrament  of  confirmation  at  the 
rtflterhood.  It  was  always  a  happiness  for  Mother  Seton  lo 
Kceive  the  directions  of  this  enlightened  prelate,  who,  on  hia 
part,  was  ever  charmed  with  the  edifying  seeocs  which  St 
Joseph's  house  presented  to  his  view.  At  this  period,  ho 
beheld  the  community  all  vieing  with  each  other  in  the  prac- 
tice of  Christian  perfection,  andpreparingthemselrea,  by  the 
duties  of  the  novieeship,  for  a  more  solemn  consecnition  to 
the  service  of  God.*  Mother  Seton,  both  by  ber  inatnietions 
and  example,  animated  them  in  the  pursuit  of  their  holy 
vocation.  She  addrensed  them  fre<|ueDtly  on  this  subject, 
sometimes  reading  to  them  the  observations  of  some  spiritnal 
writer,  and  then  adding  her  own  refleetinna.  The  principal 
lesBona  which  she  inculcated  were  a  spirit  of  sacrifice  and 
mortification,  a  generous  and  willing  service  to  God,  and  a 
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disposition  of  poul  to  be  ready  for  auj  miinifeatatloii  oF  lb< 
divine  will.  Bui  what  she  preached  U)  otbere  as  the  praper 
spirit  of  those  who  aspired  to  be  the  favored  spouBca  of  Jeaiis 
Christ,  she  Devcr  fulled  to  illustrate  io  her  own  daily  life; 
convinced  that  the  highest  duty  of  a  euperior  is  to  lead 
Boula  to  God  by  the  ioflueoce  of  oxample.  Nor  was  ehe 
disappointed  in  her  expectations.  Her  spiritual  daughters 
cealously  aimed  at  the  practice  of  the  virtues  which  she  in- 
culcated, and  gave  joy  to  her  heart  by  their  progress  in  the 
ways  of  God.  "  You  would  not  believe,"  she  writes  to  a 
friend,  "how  beautifully  our  affairs  go  on.  Oh !  what  per- 
spective for  eternity !  To  be  sure,  the  beauty  of  the  cross 
is  the  greatest  eharm,  but  it  is  that  which  makes  the  pros- 
pect ao  good." 

Among  those  most  distinguished  for  theii  virtue  in  St. 
Joseph's  house  was  Sister  Maria  Murphy,  the  second  person 
who  had  joined  the  community.  She  vas  a  native  of  Ire- 
land, and  a  nieee  of  Matthew  Carey,  Esq.,  of  Philadelphia,  ao 
well  known  for  his  active  philanthropy  and  the  vindication 
of  his  countrymen  against  British  oppression.  Possessed  of 
a  singular  sweetness  of  disposition  and  of  great  personal 
eharma,  she  beheld  a  bright  prospect  before  her  in  the  world: 
but  the  grace  of  God  inspired  her  with  an  aversion  for  its 
empty  enjoyments,  and  led  her  to  seek  a  more  perfect  hap- 
piness in  religioufi  retirement.  From  the  day  on  which  she 
took  the  habit,  she  was  conspicuous  for  the  holiness  of  her 
life;  her  humility,  modesty,  and  recollection  being  objects 
of  admiration  and  edification  to  all  around  her.  Such  was 
her  gentleness  of  manners  that  Mother  Seton  gave  her  tie 
name  of  "dove."  AlthougbaJover  of  silence,  from  her  habit 
of  recollection,  she  always  met  her  companions  and  othon 
with  a  smile.  Notwithstanding  her  delicate  health,  holy 
pijvcrty  and  mortification  were  her  favorite  virtues.  She 
«K9  known  to  select  the  oldest  and  w^rst  articles  of  clothing, 
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tnd  to  deligtit  la  taking  for  her  meal  the  refuse  of  the  table. 
Ab  it  was  feared  that  her  austerity  might  bo  injurious  to 
her  health,  she  became  an  object  of  vigilance.  One  day, 
being  obliged,  on  aceaunt  of  her  oecnpatioos,  to  dine  with 
tnother  sister  after  the  coinmuuitj  hour,  and  finding  that 
the  supply  was  too  scanty  for  two  persons,  she  relinciniahed 
her  portion  to  ber  eompanioa  without  being  observed,  placing 
herself  in  such  a  position  as  to  conceal  what  ihe  was  eating. 
Bat  the  other  sister,  having  been  led  by  suspicion  to  exa^ 
mine  more  closely  into  the  matter,  discovered  that  she  waj 
dining  on  a  bit  of  hard  bread  and  a  cup  of  watery  and  she 
observed  to  her,  "Dear  sister,  if  you  do  not  take  your  por- 
tion, I  will  tell  mother.  Tou  are  killing  yourself."  Upon 
this,  Sister  Maria  looked  at  ber  companion  with  an  air  of 
seriousness,  and  said,  "Ah,  I  did  not  expect  thnt  of  you; 
joa  know  how  much  I  have  ofTended  God,  and  how  great  a 
penance  I  owe  for  mj  sins.  I  do  so  tittle  in  satisfaction  foC 
them.  Why  would  you  prevent  me?"  On  saying  this,  she 
took,  with  great  humility,  the  part  that  had  been  assigned 
her,  but  not  without  mingling  it  with  her  tears.  Natumlly 
of  a  weak  constitution,  she  was  subject  to  frequent  attacks  of 
rickness,  wbicb  at  length  resulted  in  a  disease  of  the  lungs. 
On  one  occasion,  she  was  directed  to  bathe  her  feet  in  warm 
water,  which  the  sister  infirmarian  having  brought,  she  put 
her  feet  into  it  and  immediately  withdrew  them,  observing 
that  the  water  was  too  hot.  But  her  attendant  insisting  that 
it  was  not  too  warm,  she  returned  her  feet  into  the  vessel 
and  held  them  there  as  long  as  she  was  required,  although 
it  caused  her  intense  pain,  and  produced  an  inftammation  from 
vhich  she  suffered  for  a  long  time  after.  By  ihis  assiduous 
prautice  of  the  virtues  of  her  state  she  soon  became  ripe  for 
heaven.  During  her  last  illness,  when  the  holy  Viaticum  was 
rought  to  her,  such  was  the  transport  of  her  joy  in  hehold- 
K  the  Sacred  Host  before  her,  that  she  almost  fell  from  her 
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bed  in  an  effort  to  go  and  meet  her  heavenly  Spouse.  H<*f 
countenance  beaming  with  inexpressible  delight,  she  ex- 
claimed, "  Oh,  my  Jesus,  my  dear  Lord !"  and  then,  as  if  re- 
collecting herself,  she  fell  back  on  the  pillow,  and  received 
with  great  composure  and  fervor  the  adorable  object  of  hei 
love.  She  calmly  expired  on  the  15th  of  October,  1812, 
leaving  her  memory  in  benediction  among  all  who  knew  her. 
In  alluding  to  her  death,  Mother  Seton  exclaimed,  "What 
a  delight  for  poor  mother  to  have  been,  and  to  be  still,  her 
mother  I  The  natural  one  was  present,  but  the  spiritual 
one,  who  had  all  her  little  secrets  of  the  soul,  was  the 
dearest." 

During  the  period  allotted  for  the  trial  of  the  rules  and 
for  determining  the  vocation  of  those  who  had  joined  the 
community,  abundant  opportunities  were  presented  of  culti- 
vating that  spirit  of  poverty  which  was  characteristic  of  the 
society.  The  war  between  Great  Britain  and  the  United 
St4ites  had  caused  a  considerable  rise  in  the  price  of  mer* 
chandise,  and  made  it  necessary  to  introduce  a  more  rigid 
economy.  With  this  view,  it  was  proposed  that  the  use  of 
sugar  should  be  dispensed  with  among  the  sisters, — a  sacrifice 
to  which  they  readily  assented.  A  deliberation  waa  also 
held  respecting  the  use  of  cotton  instead  of  linen,  the  former 
being  a  much  cheaper  article  and  more  conformable  to  the 
spirit  of  holy  poverty.  Though  the  change  involved  no  little 
inconvenience  for  many,  especially  in  the  warm  season,  all 
were  in  favor  of  adopting  the  coarsest  material  of  clothing, 
as  best  suited  to  the  servants  of  God.  This  disposition  to 
practise  the  evangelical  counsels  was  the  best  preparation 
which  the  sisters  of  St.  Joseph's  could  bring  to  those  solemn 
engagements  by  which  they  were  to  seal  their  consecration 
to  God  in  the  service  of  their  neighbor.  They  had  left  the 
world,  with  all  its  attractions,  to  sanctify  themselves  by  la- 
boring in  the  cause  of  charity;  and  the  time  had  now  arrives? 
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for  completiog  the  sacrifice,  by  the  simple  tows  of  poTertj, 
ehitstitj,  and  obedience,  tbits  binding  themselves  in  a  special 
naoiier  tc  Ibij  rcDunciation.  of  earthly  things,  and  even  of 
their  own  will,  that  they  might  be  free  to  execute  the  will  of 
God  in  any  employmeuts  Ui  which  they  would  be  coiled, '"* 
More  than  a.  year  had  heen  allowed  them  as  a  term  of  pni- 
.batiou,  at  the  expiration  of  which,  eighteen  members  of  the 
«ommunity  were  admitted  to  the  above-men ti on od  ohliga 
*ioiiB,  viz. : — Afofker- Superior,  Mary  Eliza  Ann  Seton,  and 
Sisters  Eose  White,  Catharine  Mullen,  Ann  Gmbor,  Eliza- 
beth Boyle,  Angela  Brady,  Cecilia  O'Conway,  Susan  CIosbj, 
Mary  Ann  Butler,  Adele  Salva,  Louise  R<^r,  Mai^aret 
George,  Sarah  Thompson,  Eleanor  Thouipeon,  Martina 
Quinn,  Fanny  Jordan,  Theresa  Conway,  and  Julia  Shirk. 

»This  impressive  and  joyful  ccrentony  took  plaee  on  the  19th 
of  July,  1813,  and  gave  a  new  impulse  to  the  zeal  and  piety 
«f  the  sisterhood.  The  following  month  a  novitiate  waa 
established  in  due  fonn.  Sister  Catharine  Mulleu  being 
appointed  mistress  of  noviees,  who  were  then  about  t^n  in 
nomber,  eight  of  whom  bad  entered  the  community  during 
.  ibe  previous  year.  By  thif  admission  to  the  vows  and  the 
pipening  of  the  novitiate  the  society  became  complete  in  its 
jOigiLDiiation,  and  was  prepared  to  eslend  its  usefulness 
|p,broad,  as  soon  as  Divine  Providence  would  indicate  the 
iroper  moment.  In  the  mean  time  the  sisters  were  full  of 
eal  and  activity  in  the  various  occupations  assigned  them, 
rhich  was  a  source  of  great  joy  to  the  heart  of  their  venera- 
ble Buperior.  Though  she  felt,  as  her  humility  expressed  it 
a  letter  to  Archbishop  Carroll,  "lite  a  dry  and  barren 
z"  io  the  midst  of  bur  spiritual  daughters,  she  was  the 

rp  and  enconragcmont  of  all  around  her,  animating  them 
her  exhortations,  and  displaying  a  bright  example  of  eveij 
.Sirtuo  that  hecame  their  profeesion.  The  following  extraota 
fcora  her  writings  will  serve  to  show  the  style  and  spirit  of 
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the  inHtroctiona  which  she  gave  to  those  aD<Ier  her  diiro- 

Spoeking  of  the  interior  lifo,  she  says,  "  You  mnrt  bo  in 
right  earnest,  or  yoo  will  do  little  or  nothing.  First,  it  re- 
quires I)  conttnnt  guard  over  rrar  senses.  What  sort  of  inte- 
rior life  wcmld  yon  lead,  if,  every  time  the  door  opens,  or  if 
utjone  passes  yon,  you  must  look  up?  if  yoamost  heamhat 
ia  said,  though  it  does  not  concern  yonf  or,  if  you  remain 
silent  and  in  your  modest  atteution  to  your  duty,  what 
would  be  your  interior  life  if  yon  let  your  thoughts  wander 
from  God7  I  once  heard  a  eilent  person  say  that  she  W8B 
listening  to  evciy  thing  around  her  and  making  her  Judas 
reflections  on  all  that  was  said  or  done,  and  another  that 
she  delighted  in  silence,  because  she  could  be  thinking  of 
her  dear  people.  But  you  know  better  than  that.  Stiil,  I 
will  tell  you  what  ia  my  own  great  help.  I  once  read  or 
heard  that  an  interior  life  meant  but  the  continuation  of  our 
Sayiour'a  life  inns;  that  the  great  object  of  all  his  mysteriee 
waa  to  merit  us  the  grace  of  this  interior  life  and  communi- 
cate it  to  us,  it  being  the  end  of  his  mission  to  lead  us  into 
that  sweet  land  of  promiae, — i  life  of  constant  union  with 
himaelf.  And  what  was  the  first  rule  of  our  dear  Saviour's 
life  ?  You  know  it  was  to  do  his  Father's  will.  Well,  then, 
the  first  end  I  propose  in  our  daily  work  is  to  do  the  will  of 
Ood;  secondly,  to  do  )t  in  the  manner  he  wills  it;  and 
thirdly,  to  do  it  because  it  is  his  will.  I  know  what  his  will 
is  by  those  who  direct  me;  whatever  they  bid  me  do,  if  it  ia 
ever  so  small  in  itself,  is  the  will  of  God  for  me.  Then,  do 
it  in  the  manner  he  wills  it, — not  aewingan  old  thing  as  if  it 
was  new,  or  a  new  thing  as  if  it  was  old  ;  not  fietting  be- 
eanBe  the  oven  is  too  hot,  or  in  a  fnss  hecanse  it  is  too  eold. 
.You  understand:  not  flying  and  driving  because  you  are  hur 
ried,  nor  creeping  like  a  snail  because  no  one  pushes  yoa 
Our  dear  Saviour  was  never  in  extremes.     The  third  objeel 


1  h  (o  do  this  will  because  God  wills  it, — that  is,  to  be  ready 
I  to  quit  at  any  moment,  and  to  do  any  thing  elte  we  may  bo 
[  called  to." 

Discouraing  on  the  virttie  of  walking  in  the  presence  of 
Ood,  one  of  the  principal  helps  in  the  spiritual  life,  she  says, 
"  Yoii  know  how  apt  your  mind  is  to  wanderj  and  how  easily 
you  are  led  away  by  sensible  objccla.  You  will  never  re- 
ceive any  lively  improaaions  of  grace  until  you  overcome  this 
dissipation  of  mind.  If  you  are  ever  so  fervent  at  yoni" 
prayers,  or  desire  ever  so  much  to  be  good,  it  will  be  all 
lika  putting  hartshorn  in  a  bottle  and  leaving  the  cork  out: 
— what  wiD  it  be  worth  ?  So,  all  the  prayers,  readings,  and 
good  talk  you  love  so  much  wilt  be  to  little  purpose  unless 
you  place  a  sentinel  at  the  door  of  your  heart  and  mind 
You  often  lose  in  ten  minutes  by  your  dissipation  of  mtud 
more  than  you  had  gained  a  whole  day  by  mortification. 
See  your  dear  Saviour  alone  in  tbe  midst  of  your  soul; 
like  a  shepherd,  he  calls  for  all  the  powers  of  your  soul, 
b11  the  affections  of  your  heart,  to  come  around  him  like 
his  OWD  little  flock.  But  how  they  arc  scattered  about  1 
See,  be  holds  a  paper  in  his  dear  hand ;  what  is  written  on 
it  ?  'Speak  little,  ray  child;  pray  ranch;  cherish  no  attach- 
DieDt;  keep  close  to  me;  let  every  thing  tlwt  passes  pass; 
znind  nothing  but  what  is  eternal.  I  never  take  my  eyes  ofi 
of  you  night  or  day :  how  can  you  forget  nie  so  otteu  f  " 

In  exhorting  her  sisters  to  be  faithful  in  corresponding 
to  the  grace  of  God  and  to  act  with  purity  of  intention,  she 
would  Bay,  "  Not  a  single  grace  is  given  you  but  was  bought 
with  the  blood  of  Jesus,  your  compassionate  Saviour.     Not 

Ine  grace  is  given  but  might  by  your  fidelity  to  it  become 
for  yon  an  eternal  treasure.    Not  one  grace  is  given  you  but 
you  must  gije  an  account  of  it  in  your  hour  of  death  and  • 
.judgment.   ...  St,  Augustin  says,  Our  lenat  action,  when 
toio  for  God,  is  precious  to  him,  while  the  greatest  aetion* 
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without  this  pare  intention  are  worthleas  and  eont«n)pti1!)lB 
in  hb  eyee.  With  whu  >  lively,  clioerfa]  heart  we  go  to 
work,  pvon  when  the  thing  we  are  to  do  displeases  poor 
nature,  if  only  p^c«  cries  out  couia^cously,  '  It  is  all  for 
yuu,  my  God !'  You  know  every  step  we  take  all  day  long  ia 
a  step  of  nature  or  a  step  of  grace  ;   or,  as  our  blesfcd  SL 

■  Ftatiob  de  Sales  says,  we  are  always  obeying  onr  bad  Mary 
or  our  good  Mary; — our  bad  Mary,  who  is  the  daaghler  d 
Eve,  or  our  good  Mary,  daughter  of  tho  Blessed  Virgin, 
who  Bolieits  ns  to  folluw  her  dear  Mutber's  holy  example 
and  do  evciy  thing  for  the  glory  of  God.  And  think  how 
KTcat  is  our  blindness  and  misery  when,  for  vaot  of  directing 
our  inlentiona  to  this  end,  we  loeo  the  merit  of  all  we  do,  in- 
Mond  of  gathering  up  benvoaly  treasures  and  weaving  oui 
bright  crown  for  eternity.  Alas  !  says  St.  Angustin,  why, 
for  the  xhort  time  we  have  to  live,  tire  we  not  busy  in  gain- 
ing our  rowiirds  ?  When  so  rich  a  harvest  is  before  us,  why 
do  wo  not  gatlior  it  ?  All  is  in  our  hands,  if  we  will  but  use 
it.  Wc  sufTor  and  toil  through  our  days;  and  after  aJl  our 
labor,  instcitJ  of  coming  before  God  loaded  with  merits,  we 
will  stand  omply-hnndcd  in  his  presence,  and  have  nothing 
to  offer  but  our  useless  regrets  and  bitter  remorse,  when  both 
will  bo  unavailing.  You  have  been  many  times  told  that  to 
avoid  this  sud  evil  wo  must  take  care  not  to  do  our  actiooH 
as  through  custom  and  without  motive ;  not  to  do  them 
through  vanity  or  pride;  not  to  do  them  through  huroaa  ro- 
apeot  or  solf-lovo,  which  triea  to  poison  all  we  do. 

"The  rule  given  us  for  securing  the  heavenly  practice 
of  pure  intention  is  to  be  careful  of  our  morning  offering, 
whioh  seals  the  whole  day :  since  F£n(!lon  saye,  that  after  it 
b  uiude  fully  and  sincerely,  if  we  should  forget  f«  renew  it 

.  Ihuii  hour  to  hour,  (as  good  souls  commonly  do.)  and  not  re- 
tract it  by  any  act  of  our  will,  (if  no  mortal  sin  comes  in  th« 
vay,)  ttur  first  good  offering  secures  all  we  do  for  the  day. 
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Wbnt  a  comfort  that  is !  Yet  do  not  neglect  u>  renew  jmx 
•ffering  from  time  to  time,  when  you  can  think  of  It, — ospo- 
oially  our  principal  actions, — uniting  thcni  to  those  of  our 
dear  Saviour,  and  reviewing  thorn  now  and  then ;  for  it  often 
happens  that  we  begin  well,  but  suffer  many  mif  «ries  of  na* 
tare  to  slip  in  before  we  finish.'' 

After  stating  the  fundamental  principles  of  a  spiritual  , 
Kfe,  ahe  explains  the  difficulties  that  stand  in  the  way  of  it. 
"  Yon  wifch  bo  much  to  be  good  aod  to  please  onr  dear  Lord, 
(hat  you  will  not  be  tired  if  I  tell  you  what  the  spiritual 
goide  says  of  the  obstacles  to  our  interior  life.  The  first  is, 
fbe  little  knowledge  we  have  of  ourselves  and  of  our  faults; 
for,  as  by  an  interior  life  we  wish  to  be  united  to  our  Lord, 
K  pure  heart  muist  be  prepared,  in  which  He  may  reign  as 
in  his  own  kingdom.  Self-love  does  not  like  to  hear  it,  but 
T  heart  ia  very  corrupt,  and  wc  must  do  continual  violence 
our  bad  nature  to  keep  it  in  order.  Our  love  of  God  is 
always  opposed  by  our  self-love ;  our  love  of  one  another  by 
the  miserable  pride  and  pretension  which  creates  jealousy, 
,  rash  judgment,  and  the  pitiful  dislikes  and  impatience  which 
"to  often  trouble  us  and  wound  charity.  Curiosity,  too,  which 
,'Jceepa  us  engaged  in  whut  is  doing  and  saying,  brings  home 
httany  a  foolish  companion  for  our  thoughts,  to  break  the 
'liilenoe  and  peace  our  Lord  desires  to  find  in  us.  Who  that 
■"reflect  on  their  own  nature  can  doubt  of  its  corruption  and 
^^ttisery?  You  know  how  unwilling  we  arc  to  deny  ouratlves, 
liliow  unwilling  to  be  reproved  oe  contradicted,  how  trifling  a 
^thing  will  make  us  sad,  how  we  delight  to  be  commended, 
Wbile,  with  a  sort  of  natural  cruelty,  we  see  blame  abd  fault 
Is  others  which  we  are  scarcely  willing  to  excuse.  How 
3  live  an  interior  life  until  some  of  our  natural  rub- 
t^sfa  is  removed?  how  walk  valiantly  with  our  Saviour,  drag- 
ng  oar  foolish  attachments  after  us,  and  ready  to  faint  if 
e  loaat  weight  of  his  cross  presses  on  ua?  The  less  sensible 
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we  are  of  oar  misor;  the  greater  our  evil  ia,  for  sd  iiBmor- 
tified  soul  cannot  bear  to  hear  the  truth  nor  to  be  leproved 
even  for  its  cviilentfaulU;  bo  it  remains  buried  iu  its  dark- 
ness, and  the  enemy  tries  to  double  its  blindness,  while,  sick 
■nd  weak,  it  scarcely  strngglea  against  ita  imperfections, 
much  less  thinks  of  entering  the  sanctuary  of  an  interior 
life.  Uow  is  it  that  many  of  us  keep  the  rule  as  to  the 
letter  of  it,  and  also  look  pious  enough?  there  is  no  want 
of  good-will  nor  idleness  indulged ;  and  in  a.  house  where 
it  would  seem  ao  easy  to  become  saints,  you  would  tay,  What 
is  the  matter?  why  are  we  not  sainta?  why  is  there  so  little 
progress  in  perfection,  or  rather,  why  are  so  many  tepid, 
heavy,  discouraged,  and  going  along  more  like  staves  in  a 
workhouse  than  children  iu  their  own  home  and  the  house 
of  their  Father  ?  Why  ?  Because  we  do  not  watch  over  out 
interior,  do  not  watch  the  impulse  of  nature  and  grace  in 
our  actions,  nor  avoid  the  occasions  of  the  habitual  &ulta 
we  live  in,  when  it  is  in  our  power,  or  keep  a  good  guard 
on  ourselves  when  it  is  not.  Frequent  indulgence  of  useless 
thoughts,  inconsiderate  words,  expressions  of  natural  feel- 
ing, and  changes  of  temper,  all  stand  ut  variance  with  our 
Bwcet  interior  life,  and  stop  the  operations  of  grace,  loo 
often,  indeed,  even  to  grieving  the  Biviue  Spirit  and  send- 
ing bim  away.  One  immortified  potion,  a  single  bad  habit 
not  corrected,  a  natural  attachment,  though  innocent  as  to 
appearances,  will  stand  like  a  big  stone  at  the  door  of  our 
heart,  and  prevent  us  for  whole  years  from  advancing  in  the 
kingdom  of  our  Lord.  For  how  can  tuch  imperfection  and 
miseries  produce  a  spiritual  harvest,  any  more  than  a 
laborer,  throwing  his  grain  in  bard  aad  dry  earth  covered 
with  thorns  and  weeds,  could  expect  to  reap  his  produce  f 
WiU  you,  too,  shut  your  heart  to  grace  ?  You  can  make  bo 
fnir  a  beginning  uow;  if  you  only  go  to  work  courageously, 
you  will  so  soon  gather  the  fruits  of  your  care;  but  if  yon 
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I  do  not,  ^oursoul,  unfaithful  to  its  beautiful  graoe,  will  grow 
weaker  and  weaker,  and  drag  life  along  like  a  Bad  slavery, 
instead  of  a  prelude  to  the  juys  of  eternity,  which  it  leally 
shouid  be  in  our  blesaed  condition,  when  our  very  painti  and 

(trials  are  but  gems  for  our  crown,  if  we  use  thcra  in  the 
.beautiful  spirit  of  our  rule.     One  particular  point  you  must 
tttend  to ;  as  soon  as  jou  have  corauiitted  a  fault,  luaho  your 
-^ick  act  of  contrition  for  it,  for  fear  it  draw  you  into  an- 
other, aa  one  weight  pulls  another  after  it.     Make  your  sin- 
cere aots  of  contrition  by  a  loving  and  sorrowful  turn  of 
jour  heart  to  our  dear  Saviour;  and  then,  instead  of  ponder- 
ing on  the  fault,  try  to  think  uo  more  about  it,  only  to  guard 
against  repeating  it,  or  to  say  Paten  and  Aoes  in  penance 
for  it  while  JOU  work.      Every  day  muat  bring  its  trials  ; 
why,  then,  should  we  he  troubled  and  surprised  ?     Young 
people  especially  should  fight  cheerfully,  since  our  Lord  has 
BO  kiadly  called  you  in  the  morning  of  your  days,  and  not 
[  exposed  you  to  the  anguish  and  remorse  we  feel  after  so 
Ctnany  years  of  sin.    It  moves  my  very  soul  to  see  you  young 
■ones  taken  and  sheltered  by  our  dear  Lord  ;  and  yet  you 
^often  look  ungrateful.  .  .  .  Can  you  espect  t^  go  to  heaven 
nothing  ?    Did  not  our  dear  Saviour  track  the  whole  way 
a  it  with  his  tears  and  blood?   and  yet  you  start  at  every 
Sttle  pain  I .  .  .  The  gate  of  heaven  is  very  low ;  the  humble 
nly  can  enter  it ;  the  path  to  it  is  very  narrow,  and  beset 
JUT  bad  habils,  our  evi!  inclinations  and  deceiving  paa- 
BtODS ;  they  all  unite  together  to  draw  us  aside,  and,  unless 
we   are  always  on  the  watch,  we  soon  go  astray.  .  .  .  Yob 
-think  it  very  hard  to  lead  a  life  of  such  restraint,  unless  yon 
leep  your  eye  of  faith  always  open.     Perseverance  is  a 
^rcat  grace.    To  go  on  gaining  and  advancing  every  day,  we 
»i]iist  be  resolute,  and  hear  and  suffer  what  our  blesaed  fore- 
banners  did.    Which  of  them  gained  heaven  without  a  com- 
^^kt  ?     Which  way  did  they  get  there,  and  by  what  road  I 
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8ome  of  tLem  came  out  of  caves  nnd  deserts  in  whicb  tbej 
had  lived  buried  from  the  world  nud  the  enemiea  of  God; 
othera  from  prisona  and  dungeons — glorious  confessors  of 
the  fiiith ;  nthc^rs  eovered  with  tbcir  blood,  which  they  shed 
for  it.  We  are  iaherilors  uf  this  faith,  but  ure  not  ti'ied  w 
they  ttere.  What  are  our  real  trials  ?  By  what  uarae  shnll 
we  call  them?  One  cuts  herself  out  across  sf  pride,  anutber 
of  canaclesa  disconteut,  another  of  reatleHS  impalience  ot 
peevish  fretfulncss  j  but  is  the  whole  any  better  than  chil- 
drea's  play,  if  looked  at  with  the  commoo  eye  of  reoeon, 
much  more  the  pure  eye  of  faith  Y  Yet  we  know  certainly 
(hat  our  Gkid  calls  us  to  a  holy  life, — that  he  gives  ub  every 
grace,  every  abundant  grace;  and,  though  we  aro  bo  weak 
of  ourselves,  this  grace  is  able  to  carry  us  through  every  ob- 
stacle and  difficulty;  but  we  want  courage  to  keep  the  con- 
tinual watch  over  nature,  and  therefore,  year  after  year,  with 
our  thousand  graces,  multiplied  resolutions,  and  fair  pro- 
mises, we  run  around  in  a  circle  of  miseries  and  imperfec- 
tions, and,  after  a  long  time  in  the  service  of  God,  coint 
nearly  to  the  point  from  whence  we  set  out,  and  perhaps 
with  even  less  ardor  for  penance  and  mortification  than 
when  we  began  our  oonseeration  to  him.  You  are  now  in 
your  first  set-out:  be  above  the  vain  fears  of  nature  and  ef- 
forts of  your  enemy.  You  are  children  of  eternity:  youi 
immortal  crown  awaita  you,  and  the  best  of  Fathers  waits 
there  to  reward  your  duty  and  love.  You  may  sow  here  in-  ■ 
deed  in  tears,  but  you  may  be  sure  there  to  reap  in  joy." 

These  heavenly  maxima,  which  Mother  Seton  delivered  to 
her  spiritual  daughters  as  the  means  of  conducting  them  tij 
the  heights  of  Christian  perfection,  were  forcibly  inculcated 
by  her  example.  Obedience  to  the  rule,  oonfomiity  to  the 
will  of  God,  renunciation  of  self,  opposition  to  natnre,  fide- 
lity to  every  grace,  all  this  was  elearly  visible  in  her  actions. 
Shu  strictly  rbscrved  the  regulationa  of  the  house,  and  wm 
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tnceesantly  occupied  in  the  duties  of'Tier  'situation,  yet 
■IwajB  calm,  self-possessed,  even-tempered,  nod  ber  soul  ap- 
parently collected  in  God.      It  was  a.  favorite  practice  wilh 
ker  to  tarn  to  good  account  all  tbc  little  piiiiis  of  body  and 
loind  which  every  day  brought  forth.     She  was  remarkable 
fir  her  love  of  poverty  and  mortification  of  the  senses.    Hct 
dothing,  furniture, — even  the  paper  and  pens  whichshe  used, 
— ind.'oated  this  spirit  of  self-denial.     Paper  of  fine  quality 
■he  denied  herself,  always  preferring  that  of  the  coarsest 
and  cheapest  description.     Her  pens  were  the  refuse  of  the 
class-rooms.     One  day  a  sister  having  observed  to  her  that 
her  pens  were  nothing  hut  stumps,  she  replied,  smilingly, 
"  Well,  my  dear  one,  that  is  to  atone  for  your  waste  of  pens.'' 
This  remark,  though  made  in  a  gay  and  playful  manner, 
contained  a  lesson.     Her  mortification  was  not  less  con- 
epiououB.    Though  her  health  was  delicate  and  her  stomach 
natorally  weak,  she  would  have  no  other  fare  than  that  of 
Lr4he  community,  and  if  any  thing  were  prepared  especially 
BA)t  her  she  would  decline  it,  saying  that  she  owed  an  ex- 
■    ample  to  others,  and  that  what  she  eat  could  not  injure  her 
jf  taken  in  small  quantity.     Particularly  assiduous  herself 
in  frequenting  the  holy  communion,  she  endeavored  to  in- 
spire her  corainunify  with   the  same   sentiments  of  lively 
fjrith,  love,  and  devotion,  which  glowed  in  her  own  bosom. 
She  once  gave  a  gentle  but  keen  reprimand  to  a  young  sla- 
ter who  had  omitted,  on  a  communion-day,  to  approach  the 
holy  tahle.     Meeting  her  after  mass  and  looking  her  stead* 
fastly  in  the  fecc,  she  asked,  "  Why,  my  dear  child,  did  yon 
not  come  to  our  Lord  for  your  recompense  this  rooming?" 
'*  Mother,"  replied  the  sister,  "  I  felt  a  little  weak,  and  took 
S  cup  of  coffee  before  mass."     "Ah,  my  dear  child,"  re- 
joined Mother  Seton,  "how  could  you  sell  your  God  for  a 
■.'  .^dserable  cup  of  coffee  ?"    The  sick  were  special  objects  ot 
■Atr  cure  and  attention.     She  visited  them  twice  every  da^ 


procuring  for  tbeiu  all  the  helps  and  comforts  in  her  power 
When  not  able,  in  conaeqnence  of  indispoaition,  to  see  them 
herself,  ehe  sent  her  assistant,  through  vhom  ahe  msda 
every  inquiry  respecting  their  situation.  She  would  oft«D 
say  that  the  eick  were  the  blessing  of  the  house,  iutioiating 
to  her  spiritual  daughters  the  mauy  occasions  of  virtue  and 
merit  which  the  infirmities  of  nature  present  when  viewed 
in  the  light  of  faith,  and  diaplitjing  that  example  of  lender 
and  eoni  passion  ate  care  which  they  would  be  called  npoo, 
at  some  future  day,  to  eiereise  in  behalf  of  their  suffering 
fellow-croatures.'*' 

EuHghtened  and  led  by  such  a  guide,  St.  Joseph's  com- 
munity advanced  rapidly  in  the  ways  of  Christian  perfection, 
and  acquired  a.  character  which  made  it  an  object  of  univer- 
sal admiration.  It  whs  an  BHylum  of  virtue,  happiness,  and 
peace.  The  world,  with  its  hamssing  cares  and  dangerous 
allurements,  found  no  admittance  within  its  hallowed  pre- 
cincts. There  God  was  loved,  fraternal  charity  flourished, 
the  maxims  of  the  gospel  reigned  supreme,  and  the  fruits  of 
piety,  which  alone  give  true  contentment  to  the  soul,  were 
gathered  in  the  utmost  profiision.  Such  was  St.  Joseph's 
Valley,  justly  deserving  the  name  bestowed  upon  it  by  a  dis- 
tinguished clergyman  of  that  day, — "  a  paradise  upon  earth," 
— for  here  bloomed  in  all  their  loveliness  the  flowers  of  hea- 
venly virtue. 

During  the  year  following  the  establishment  of  the  novi- 
tiate, several  of  the  sisters  were  called  to  their  reward,  leav- 
ing behind  thera  a  vivid  recollection  of  their  eminent  virtues. 
8ister  Eleanor  Thompson,  who  died  on  the  28th  of  Novem- 
ber, 1813,  had  been  one  of  the  flrst  to  enter  the  community 
at  Emmcttsburg.  Her  health  being  very  feeble,  she  was  an 
almost  constant  sufferer;  but  she  edified  all  around  her  bj 
her  patience,  meekness,  and  humility,  united  with  great  sim- 
plicity of  maatiers  and  a  solid  and  unaffected  piety.     Her 


HRB.    E.   A.    BETDN.  B3I 

nngukr  puritT  of  soul  justified  tUe  belief  that  she  had  never 
forfeited  ber  bapti§iual  iuuoeence.  Sis  weeks  after,  (January 
14, 1»14,)  the  institution  witnessed  the  deiith  of  Sister  Bane- 
dicta  Corish,  who  in  the  brief  space  of  nine  months  waa  a 
pupil,  a  Dovjce,  a  professed  sister,  and  an  inhabitant  of  eter- 
nity. Her  departure  from  life  at  the  early  age  of  aeventeen, 
■trengthened  with  all  the  consolations  of  faith,  led  Mother 

fSeton.  to  call  her"a  true  child  of  benediction;"  and  such,  in- 
deed, did  she  deserve  tobcuonsiiJered;  for  she  had  displayed 
■  most  beautiful  example  to  her  companions,  and  always  ap- 
proached the  holy  comniDDion  as  if  for  the  last  time,  and 
with  the  sentiments  of  the  prodigal  child,  except  on  two  oc- 
casions, when  she  went  to  the  hiily  table  more  in  the  spirit 
of  Mary  when  she  said  to  the  angel,  "  Behold  the  hanilniaid 
of  the  Lord !"  Ou  the  1st  of  December,  the  same  year,  Sister 
Agnes  Duffy  exchanged  the  trials  of  this  world  for  the  recom- 
pense of  the  juBt.  She  was  remarkable  for  meekness  and 
amiability,  which  shone  conspicuous  in  her  couutenance  and 
actions.  In  a  few  weeks  the  community  was  deprived  of 
another  ntenibcr,  whose  eminent  talents  and  virtues  caused 
lier  loss  to  be  deeply  felt.  Siater  Cutharine  Mullen  had  be- 
cotoe  an  associate  of  Mother  Setoa  before  the  removal  of  the 
sisterhood  from  Baltimore.  From  her  earliest  years  she 
liad  given  her  heart  to  God,  who  rewarded  her  fidelity  with 
the  grace  of  a  relipous  vocation.  Though  her  constitution 
"WOB  very  delicate,  she  filled  several  important  offices  at  the 
Bisterhood.  At  the  first  election  in  1812,  she  was  appointed 
treasurer,  and  as  such  held  a  place  in  the  council,  for  the 
duties  of  which  she  was  particularly  qualified.  The  foUow- 
ii^  year,  ft  novitiate  having  been  opened,  she  waa  charged 
irilh  the  important  duty  of  instilling  into  the  candidates  fol 
tiie  BiBterhood  the  epirit  of  their  sacred  calling.  No  mem- 
ber  of  the  house  could  hdve  performed  this  office  with  greater 
^k  advantage  tn  religion.     She  was  little  acquainted  with  the 
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wisdom  of  ibe  world,  bat,  well  veTsed  in  the  science  of  th* 
aalnte,  she  wns  eminently  fitted  to  lead  souls  in  the  way  to 
periectioD.     Zeal  for  tbc  common  good,  humility  witb  a 

total  disregard  of  self,  a  spirit  of  mortification  and  an  exact 
obaerTance  of  rule,  were  the  digtioguishing  traits  in  the  Tlr- 
tue  of  Sister  C&tharine.  One  of  her  practices  was  to  inspire 
others  with  a  contempt  of  her  person.  She  bad  very  delicate 
and  well-formed  hands,  which  were  much  admired  by  the 
young  ladies  of  the  sohool.  One  day,  perceiving  that  her 
bands  bad  attracted  attention,  she  stained  them  with  walnut- 
juice,  in  order  to  give  them  an  unsightly  appearance.  Such 
was  her  tender  devotion  to  the  sacred  infancy  of  our  Lord 
that  ahe  could  not  name  the  Divine  Infant  without  bdng 
affected  to  tears.  Gifted  with  a  particular  tident  for  the  in- 
stmetion  of  young  persons,  she  took  great  delight  in  teaching 
tbc  children  of  the  village  and  the  boarders  of  the  academy, 
in  preparing  them  for  their  first  communion,  and  pointing 
out  to  them  afterward  the  means  of  persevering  in  the  love 
and  service  of  Qod,  It  seemed  as  if  the  Alniigbty  wished 
to  manifest  a  special  favor  toward  his  faithful  spouse,  even 
in  this  world;  for  bodily  sufferings  were  never  wanting,  par- 
ticularly during  the  last  two  years  of  her  life,  which  she  ter- 
minated, in  the  most  fervent  sentiments,  on  the  festival  of 
Christmas, — a  day  peculiarly  cherished  by  her,  it  being  de- 
voted to  the  commemorution  of  the  temporal  birth  and  infancy 
of  the  Word  made  floah.  Early  in  the  morning  of  that  day 
she  had  the  happiness  of  being  united  to  the  Pivioe  Infaut 
in  the  sacrament  of  his  love,  having  been  conveyed  to  the 
ebapcl  in  an  ann-chair;  but,  her  last  moments  rapidly  ap- 
proaching, she  had  tbo  privilege  of  again  receiving  him  in 
the  holy  Viaticum,  and  before  midnight  her  spirit  hod  taken 
its  flight  to  enjoy,  says  Mother  Seton,  "a  third  aommnuioD 
at  the  foot  of  the  throne  above." 

While  some  among  the  sisters  of  St.  Joseph  were  thui 
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'   called  to  their  heavenly  reward,  others  w 

esigns  of  I'mvidence  to  exteod  the  labors  of  the  loKtitatA 
rin  earth,  and  to  diffuse  in  the  midst  of  populous  cities  the 
blessiogs  of  that  charity  which  burned  with  so  mnoh  fervor 
in  the  mother-houso.  Oftentimea,  when  eojoyiag  their 
recreation  in  soinc  shady  grove  or  on  the  baoks  of  tha 
pleasantstreaui  that  flowed  by  the  institutioD,  had  the  sisters 

»  conversed  together  on  the  future  that  was  in  store  for  the 
kociety      On  these  occasions,  Enrrounding  their  venerated 
■Uperior,  they  would  speak  their  sentiments  freely,  each  one 
ozpressiDg  her  own  ideas  od  the  subject.     Some  woodercd 
if  the  Almighty  would  ever  enable  them  to  extend  their 
sphere  of  usefulness;  others  said,  "Here  we  are  buried  in 
the  midst  of  woods  and  valleys :  nobody  knows  what  we  are 
L  floiDg,  and  truly  tho  world  forgets  us."     One  day,  amid  the 
K  various  speculations  that  were  put  forth,  a  young,  playful 
1    sister,  who  had  been  listening  in  silenqp  to  the  remarks  of 
the  others,  cried  out,  "  My  dear  children,  don't  grieve  so 
much;  depend  upon  it,  the  valley,  r|uict  as  it  is,  will  give 
Buch  a  roar  one  day  that  the  noise  will  sound  over  all  Ame- 
nca.     Don't  you  remember  what  was  said  of  the  silence  of 
I  St.  Thomas  Aquinas?"   .  Mother  Seton  was  highly  amused  at 
■  OiC  gravity  of  this  young  prophetess,  while  many  observed 
■liiat  the  predictioij  would  not  bo  accomplished  in  their  time 
e  period  of  its  fulfilment,  however,  had  now  arrived. 
Since  the  year  1797,  a  charitable  effort  had  been  made, 
u  association  of  persons  in  Philadelphia,  for  the  main- 
tenaace  of  the  children,  male  and  female,  whose  parents  had 
en  victims  to  the  yellow  fever.     These  orphans  were  at 
I   boarded  with  a  suitable  person,  but  were  subsequently 
■amoved  to  a  house  rented  for  the  purpose,  adjoining  the 
^;hureh  of  Holy  Trinity  where  they  were  placed  under  the 
_Tl|n— (•"  of  a  matron.     From  i(s  commencement  this  good 
BpvArk  had  tn  c<>ni<^ud  with  many  difficulties.     To  the  Rot, 
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Micbnel  Hurley,  who  had  become  pastor  of  St.  iugnttio'i 
(Jburch  in  1807,  it  was  much  iadubted  for  bis  indefati^ble 
exertione  in  its  bebalf.  Mr.  Cornoliua  Tiera  also  descrrfi 
to  be  nientioned  in  this  conneetion  for  the  generous  and  op- 
portune aid  which  he  rendered  to  the  institution.*  The 
truatee?  of  Trinity  Church  were  the  manners  of  the  asylam, 
Bud,  with  a  view  to  its  better  organ iiati on,  they  applied  la 
1814,  through  the  Rev,  Mr.  Hurley,  tu  procure  the  servicei 
of  the  twisters  of  Charity.  Not irithebiD ding  the  difficulljes  of 
the  timea.f  the  government  at  St.  Joseph's  readily  acceded 
to  their  reqilest.  Mother  Seton  was  filled  with  joy  and 
gratitude  at  the  opportunity  of  serving  the  poor  orphans. 
Three  aistera  were  at  once  appointed  for  the  miaaion  at 
l'hiladelpbi&,  of  which  Sister  Hose  White  waa  to  have  the 
superior  charge,  under  the  title  of  Siator-aervaut.  On  hear- 
ing thnt  she  had  been  seleated  to  preside  over  the  asylnm, 
her  humility  waa  gieatlj  alarmed,  and  she  wrote  to  Arch- 
biahop  Carroll,  expreaaing  to  him  her  fears  leat  the  good 
work  ahould  suffer  from  her  want  of  talent  aud  virtue.  Hei 
aentinients  deaerve  to  be  recorded  ; — 


"  Most  Reverend  and  dear  Father: — 

"  I  think  I  can  see  your  sorpriae  when  you  heard  of  the 
choice  made  to  send  poor  Rose  to  Philadelphia,  knowing  ao 
well  as  you  do  how  little  capacity  I  have  for  any  good  aud 
ray  little  Judgment  for  managing,  and  how  much  may  be 
spoi.cd  by  my  being  sent  as  aister-servant  to  any  city ;  but 
God'fl  will  be  done  !  and  pray,  my  dear  Father,  that  I  may 
frovB  no  obBtaele  to  the  good  in  view  nor  a  scandal  to  tho 
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eomiiitinity.  I  am  aa  one  Btupid  and  all  surprii<ed ;  I  know 
ftothiDg,  iiDd  can  see  notbiDg  but  luy  ignorance  and  weak' 
Oew,  which  is  eycr  before  me.  If  any  good  is  done,  it  will 
lie  God  alone,  who  will  and  can  do  it;  as  for  me,  I  koow 
nothing  but  ain,  and  an  unhappy  disposition  of  impetleDCo, 
iWbicIi  has  caused  mjself  and  others  much  pain  in  thi» 
itieescd  family,  where  T  have  often  rendered  myself  an  uii- 
'   worthy  member  of  it." 

Such  was  the  true  Bpirit  in  which  she  prepared  herself 
to  obtain  the  blessing  of  Heaven  upon  her  charitable  labors ; 
for  God  resists  the  proud  and  gives  liis  grace  to  the  humble, 
nad  never  fails  to  crown  with  success  the  efforts  of  those 
who  rely  solely  upon  his  assistance.     Having  made  the 
necessary  preparations,  the  sisters  set  out  upon  their  jour< 
ncy  on  the  20th  of  Scptemhcr,  1814,  and  travelled  ia  a  hired 
conveyance  by  land, — as  it  was  the  timeof  the  embargo,  when 
the  Chesapeake  Bay  was  infested  with  the  hostile  fieet  of  tha 
British,  and  packet  navigation  was  unsafe.    For  the  purpoaa 
of  saving  expense,  they  were  directed,  so  far  as  circumstaocea 
'Would  permit,  to  ask  hospitality  on  the  way ;  and  they  ex- 
j)erienced  much  kindness  from  the  Catholic  families  that  ea- 
t.ertaJned  them.     On  arriving  at  the  asylnm  in  Philadel- 
phia, the  sisters  immediately  repaired  to  the  church  adjoin- 
ing it,  tji.ofier  their  homage  of  adoration  end  gratitude;  aftet 
>Thich  they  took  lodgings  at  the  residence  of  a  friend,  where 
t  hey  remained  for  several  days,  the  asylum  being  still  ocou- 
Ijieil  by  the  matron,  who  also  owned  the  furniture  of  tha 
lioiise.    The  requisite  arrangements  having  heeu  made,  they 
took  possession  of  the  institution  on  the  6th  of  October,  har- 
ing  thirteen  children,  boys  and  girls,  under  their  care.*    But 

■  Tbe  liKler"  did  not  Bpproye  of  recutiiog  boTB  nad  gir\s  into  Iba 
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sucli  ivflp  the  condition  of  the  uylum  that  it  afforded  aniiilt 
work  for  the  Beal  of  the  good  Biatera,  The  children  were  in 
a  ragged  Etat«,  with  scuiceily  a  change  of  clothing,  and  the 
small  number  of  beds  in  the  house  was  not  half  sufficient  for 
tlicir  proper  accommodntion.  Nor  was  the  prospect  of  meet- 
ing the  wants  of  the  establishmeut  very  cheering.  Four 
thouaand  dollars  were  Htill  dae  npou  the  house;  the  sum  al- 
lowed by  the  managers  for  the  support  of  the  asylum  wa« 
limited  to  six  hundred;  and  the  price  of  provisions,  inconse- 
quence of  the  difficulties  with  Great  Britain,  was  remarkably 
high.  A  society  of  ladies  had  been  formed  to  aid  the  funds- 
of  the  asylum,  and  by  this  means  some  portion  of  the  ex- 
pense was  paid ;  but  the  sisters  were  disposed  to  rely  chiefly 
upon  their  economical  management  and  their  influence  with 
the  public,  in  order  to  defray  the  expenses  of  the  institution 
from  the  charities  which  they  solicited.  Ilence,  they  suf- 
fered many  privations  in  the  beginning,  procuring  for  them- 
selves and  the  children  the  bare  necessaries  of  life.  For 
three  months  they  ato  no  bread  whatever  at  their  prinoipaJ 
meal,  but  used  potatoes,  which  during  the  first  year  were 
their  chief  subsistence.  Their  coffee,  made  of  corn,  was 
taken  without  sugar,  and  the  fuel  for  their  fire  was  gathered 
from  the  tanyards.  As  soon  a^  their  wants  became  gene- 
rally known,  many  persons  presented  themselves  as  friends  of 
the  institution.  One  day,  the  sisters  being  too  much  occu- 
pied at  home,  -an  orphan  was  despatched  to  the  market  with 
twelve  and  a  half  cents,  all  the  money  in  the  house,  to  buy  a 
shin  of  beef  A  few  hours  afler,  the  child  returned  to  the 
•sylum  with  a  large  piece  of  meat,  her  twelve  and  a  half 
cents,  and  fifty  cents  more,  telling  the  Histers  that  an  old 
market-woman,  finding  that  she  was  one  of  the  orphans,  Lad 
given  her  the  money  and  meat,  and  authorized  them  to  call 
upon  her  for  aasistanee  whenever  they  were  in  want.  This 
bIJ  woman  became  a  generous  friend  of  the  institution,    Uj 
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the  benevulcDcc  of  herself  and  others  it  {^dually  acquired 
ampler  rceuurcee,  and  whs  enabled  to  maiutain  under  ita 
cliariuble  roof  an  increasing  number  of  orphans.    The  spiril 
ot  diaiutereatieduciHS  displayed  by  the  sisters,  and  tbeir  self- 
deuying  devotion  to  the  care  of  the  helpless  and  forlorn, 
made  a  deep  imprcssioa   upua  those  wbo  witnessed  their 
charitable  lahore,  and  won  for  the  institution  the  sympathy 
and  aid  of  a  uutncrous  circle.     It  was  also  a  proud  diiy  for 
tlic  Catholics  of  Philadelphia  when  they  could  point  to  St. 
Joseph's  Attylum  as  an  illustratioa  of  that  emiaeut  virtue  for 
which  the  true  Church  alone  ia  distinguished,  which  leads 
her  children  lo  sacriliec  all  the  uoinfort^  of  life  for  the  love 
of  Christ  and  the  cause  of  suSering  humanity.     "Whoa  1 
oontraet  the  amiable  aod  devout  conduct  of  our  sisters  with 
that  of  worldlings,"  writes  u  ludy  of  that  place,  "  I  love  reli- 
gioQ  and  our  Lord  tenfold  more.    They  are  the  pride  of  our 
city  and  the  ornanieat  of  our  religion  :  they  arc  loved  by 
CTcry  one."     Thus  did  the  first  institution  of  the  Sisters  of 
Charity  abroad  commence  under  many  difficulties,  which, 
Iiuwever,  soon  disappeared  by  the  effect  of  a  wise  administra- 
tion and  of  the  edifying  zeal  with  which  they  performed  the 
duties  of  their  charge.     In  the  course  of  three  years  the 
house  was  free  from  debt  mid  gave  promise  of  inereasing 
jiroeperity.     From  this  humble  beginning,  which  Mother 
SetoD  used  to  call  the  "  little  mustard-seed,"  has  arisen  iu 
t.h(i   course  of  time  a  magnificent  institution,  which  now 
graces  the  city  of  Philudelpbia  and  exliibita  thj  exercise  of 
the  noblest  charity  ou  the  most  extensive  scale.*' 

About  this  time,  the  Rev.  Mr.  David,  who  had   csta- 
■jblished  a  society  of  Sisters  of  Charity  in  Kentucky,  conceived 
>  project  of  incorporating  them  with  the  society  at  Ew- 
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roettaliurg.  The  inatitnlton  in  Kentucky  had  been  com- 
menced toward  the  end  of  the  year  1812.  "Besidea  aspi. 
ring  to  the  practice  of  reiigiona  perfection,  by  fulfilling  the 
three  ordioary  vows  of  porerty,  chaBtity,  and  obedience,  tlie 
merabere  of  the  sisterhood  were  to  devote  their  liveg  to  ancb 
Torka  of  mercy,  both  corporeal  and  spiritual,  in  behalf  of  the 
neighbor,  aa  might  come  within  their  reach;  and  hLki  tu 
apply  tbemselTea  to  the  eiluuatioa  of  yonng  persoQB  of  theii 
own  sex  in  nil  the  branches  of  female  inatractioD.  To  tbeM 
occupations  they  were  to  add  the  iuBtruction  of  poor  chil< 
drcn  and  serranta  in  the  catechism,  and  the  vieiting  of  the 
fick,  without  distinction  of  ;reed.  v¥  far  as  might  be  eoin- 
patiblo  with  the  other  duties  of  their  institution."*  Thia 
Hociety,  as  is  commonly  the  cose  with  institntioos  of  a  similar 
nature,  had  an  humble  beginning,  but  soon  inoreased  in  num- 
ber, and  prospered  beyond  the  most  sanguine  expectations 
of  ita  holy  founder.  "The  ataters  edified  all  by  their  piety 
and  laborious  life  "  For  two  years  they  observed  a  provi- 
sional rule  which  had  been  drawn  up  by  Father  David;  hut  it 
was  at  length  determined  that  they  should  adopt  the  consti- 
tntionsoftheDanghters  of  Charity  founded  by  St  Vincent  of 
Paul.  At  the  same  time  they  chose  a  religious  uniform, 
consisting  of  a  black  habit  and  cape,  and  of  a  cap  which  was 
at  first  black,  but  waa  afterward  exchanged  for  one  of 
white,  j"  Such  waa  the  commencemeut  of  that  eacellent  so- 
oietj  wboEe  mtmbera  are  known  under  the  title  of  Siatere  of 
Charity  of  Naiareth  and  have  their  mothcr-buuse  in  tfat 
vicinity  of  BsrdBtown.  By  their  pious  labors  they  have  ren- 
dered and  still  render  to  religion  and  society  the  moat  ira- 
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I,  by  the  various  educational  and  charitable 
tablif  limcQls  under  their  charge. 
After  the  society  had  adopted  the  rules  observed  by  the 
prituul  daughters  of  St.  Vincent  of  Paul,  Father  David 
ODDceived  the  idea  of  uniting  it  with  the  institution  at  Em* 
mettsburg,  which  was  governed  by  the  same  constitutions, 
(hough  dtatinguished  by  a  Boiiiowhat  different  uniform.     Tc 
effect  his  purpose,  he  addressed  eeveral  letters  ou  the  sab- 
ject  to  the  Kev.  Mr.  Dubois,  superior  of  the  Bisters  of  tit. 
Joseph,  who  assented  to   the  proposal,  but  on  conditions 
which  were  considered  too  onerous  by  Father  David.     Tho 
latter  desired  a  separate  novitiate  to  be  established  In  Kea- 
tuc^,  and  also  that   the  superior  should  have  the  title  of 
.MotAer,  as  given  to  the  head-sister  at  St.  Joseph's.     To  the 
Hfetter  requirement,  Mr.  Dubois  made  an  absolute  objection, 
Hnid  the  former  he  was  wiliing  t«  accept  only  on  eonditioD 
nfluit  it  could  be  justified  by  a  precedent  among  the  Daughters 
of  Charity  in  Frauce.     lie  also  demanded  that  the  branch  in 
Kentucky  should  not  admit  a  greater  number  of  meuihers 
than  the  bishop  of  the  diocese  would  engage  to  support, 
until  a  security  for  their  maintenance  had  been  otherwise 
provided.     TbcsQ  views  on  one  aide  and  the  other  gave  rise 
to  difficulties  which  could  not  be  satisfactorily  adjusted,  and 
thus  caused  the  failure  of  the  negotiation.     The  event,  how- 
ever, showed  that,  although  oi^nized  under  separate  govern- 
ments, the  two  sociotioa  could  pursue  their  labor  of  love  with 
«  perfect  union  of  hearia,  and  by  the  divine  blessing  co- 
ciperutc  most  successiiilly  in  the  accomplish mcut  of  the  sama 
j^lorionB  object. 

In  the  institution  over  which  Mother  Scton  presided,  she 
^raf^  the  guiding  spirit  of  the  literary  as  well  as  of  the  reli- 
giaUB  department.  In  the  early  days  of  the  academy  she 
lelf  took  charge  of  the  highest  class  among  the  pupils; 
n  she  had  the  aid  of  more  numeruus  instructors  she 
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rusigiic.il  iiiijst  of  her  soholastio  duties  to  other  hands.  Every 
day  she  visited  the  claaa-roomB,  to  show  the  intorcHt  whicli 
ehe  felt  la  the  improvenieot  uf  the  pupils,  to  speak  a  few 
worda  of  encouragement  uud  edification,  and  to  giTe  such 
direotiona  aa  uircutnstaoccs  might  require.  Nothing  but 
eicknosa  provcated  her  from  manifesting  this  murk  of  hcc 
Bolicitudc  for  the  ohildrt^n  confided  to  her  care.  On  one 
oceaeion,  when  confined  to  her  room,  she  observed  to  tha 
Muter  who  had  the  principal  care  of  the  boarders: — "I  feoJ 
UDcasj  sometimes  that  I  cannot  take  mj  dailj  walk  and  see 
tho  dear  girls;  yet  I  console  myself  with  the  thought  of 
your  being  there,  for  jou  have  a  mother's  heart."  She  felt 
all  the  iiupurtance  and  responsibility  of  her  station  ns  tho 
guide  and  instruetress  of  female  youth,  and  it  was  her  con- 
tinual efiurt,  by  word  and  example,  as  well  as  by  constant 
vigilance,  t«  promote  the  moral  and  physical  welfare  of  all 
under  her  ehurgo.  The  young  ladies  of  the  school  she  re- 
pirdod  as  a  saared  trust,  oonunitted  to  her  by  Divine  Provi- 
dence, and  to  be  cultivated  with  a  solicitude  similar  to  that 
whieh  the  Almighty  himself  evinces  fur  his  oreatures.  Her 
direction  to  the  sisters  who  had  the  particular  care  of  tliem 
was,  "  Be  to  them  as  our  guardian  angels  are  to  us."  Such 
was  tho  character  which  she  herself  exhibited  in  their  re- 
gard; watching  over  them  with  the  most  unremitting  atten- 
tion, and  forming  them,  by  her  actiooa  and  instraclions,  to 
the  practice  of  the  moral  and  souiat  virtues.  When  she  ap- 
peared before  them,  they  beheld  in  her  a.  lady  who  hod 
adorned  the  most  polished  circles  of  life,  and  whose  manners 
and  disposition  they  might  justly  lorivc  to  imitate,  to  be- 
come at  a  future  day  the  ornameiiis  of  spciety.  In  her  they 
beheld  a  woman  who  had  travenwd  the  various  relations  of 
daughter,  wife,  and  mother,  wi.A  the  highert  honor  to  her- 
Bolf,  and  whose  lessons  were  thu  fruit  of  reflection  matured 
by  experieneo.      Bui,  above  al,,  they  saw  in  her  tl't  a.'COU 
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piiflhcd  Cbrialinn,  whose  narineHt  iiBpimtinnH  v/cjo  forhcnvcD 
kod  for  the  aalvation  of  houUj  wlio  codeavoreU  by  a  aiiifunn 
charity  and  swcetoess  of  manner  to  nin  all  to  the  love  aod 
service  of  God.  Hence  the  presence  of  Mother  Seton  wad 
hailed  with  pleasure  by  her  pupils.  On  her  visit  to  the 
ulaases  every  eye  beamed  a  welcome;  for  it  was  the  signal 
that  their  befit  friend  and  true  mother  had  come  anicing 
dicm.  To  excite  the  emulation  of  the  pnpila,  the  moet 
effectual  means  were  employed,  but  chiefly  those  which  ap- 
pealed to  their  sense  of  honor  and  obligation.  Weekly  re- 
ports, regarding  their  diligence  in  study  and  their  deport- 
ment, wore  read  alond  in  the  refectory,  in  presence  of  the 
whole  community;  and  to  such  as  had  distinguished  thora- 
telves  by  their  spplicatioo  and  good  coaduet,  honorable  tes- 
timonials were  awarded  at  the  eod  of  the  scholastia  year. 
The  health  of  the  young  ladies  was  a  special  object  of  Mo- 
ther Seton's  vigilance.  She  took  care  that  they  were  sup- 
plied with  a  wholesome  and  abundant  diet,  and  that  the 
hours  of  study  were  interrupted  by  proper  intervals  of  re- 
creation, during  which  they  indulged  in  a  variety  of  healthy 
amusements.  Frequently  they  made  excursions  to  the 
neighboring  mountain,  forming  a  pic-nic  party,  or  engaging 
in  other  diversions  equally  profitable  and  delightful.  Upon 
the  sick  pupils  Mother  Seton  bestowed  the  most  watchful 
attention.  Every  comfort  was  provided  for  them  that  the 
lioiise  could  afford,  and,  that  nothing  might  be  omitted  ia 
this  respect,  she  never  failed,  when  the  importance  of  the 
vase  seemed  to  require  it,  to  give  timely  notice  to  parents  of 
«beir  children's  indisposition.  It  was  hor  custom  also  to 
keep  them  duly  informed  in  re"ard  to  the  proficiency  of  their 
ai&u^hters,  and  occas  o  ally  to  re  [uest  their  co-operation  in 
4  he  correction  of  the  r  faults  wh  n  the  ordinary  methods  of 
doing  this  had  prov  d  neffectual  In  general,  however,  she 
lugbt  it  wore  wise  not  tn  ac  |U    nt  parents  with  the  fail- 


342  THE  1.1  rt 

ings  of  iheir  childrcD,  knowiug  how  peculiarly 
Americans  are  on  this  poiut.  According  to  her  view,  whew 
the  fault  ifi  not  to  be  corrected  ini mediately  by  the  paretits, 
but  rather  b;  advice  and  education,  it  is  best  not  to  iiifonu 
tbeui  of  it,  as  ihey  would  consider  it  a  reflcctioD  on  tbem- 
Belvcs;  aud  although,  if  you  referred  tho  uiatter  to  them, 
tliey  would  oppuretitly  acijuiesoe  in  what  you  say,  iu  their 
lioart  they  would  exleouate  the  fault,  whatever  it  might  be, 
excuaiug  to  their  children  what  they  condemn  to  their  aupe- 
riots,  and  thus  rendering  fruitless  any  subsequent  efforts  for 
their  improvement.  In  this,  as  well  as  in  all  other  matters 
appertaining  to  the  interest  and  happiness  of  those  under 
bur  cbar<;e,  Mather  Seton  pursued  that  course  which  ap- 
peared best  calculated  to  promote  their  welfare  and  at  the 
same  time  to  save  (heir  parents  unnecessary  pain  and  ans- 
iety.  Knteriujr  fully  into  the  feelings  of  the  parental  heart, 
^be  knew  what  tboy  could  boar  and  what  it  was  expedient 
for  them  to  receive,  and  with  the  ^eatest  delicacy  did  she 
regulate  her  communications  to  the  parents,  always  endes- 
Toriug  to  impart  the  word  of  comfort  and  ^tification,  and 
never  withholding  what  it  was  necessary  for  them  to  know. 
On  one  occasion,  writing  to  a  person  who  had  a  daughter  at 
St.  Joseph's,  she  says,  "I  have  continually  defeired  an- 
swering your  obliging  letter,  always  hoping  to  say  sumeChing 
Cunaoling  to  the  heaxt  of  a  parent,  and  unable  to  force  my- 
self (o  do  the  contrary;  and  now  with  pleasure  can  assure 
you  that  your  dear  daughter  has  shown  a  considerable  per- 
seretance  in  her  good  determinations  for  some  time  past," 
&e.  Another  time,  a  pious  lady,  very  solicitous  about  the 
spiritual  welfare  of  her  child,  and  expecting  rather  more 
than  she  was  capable  of  at  her  age,  received  from  Mother 
SetoQ  the  following  answer: — "My  dearest  loved  frieud — 1 
think  you  are  too  anxious  for  the  fruit  of  your  dear  little 
tree,  which  is  ripening  very  fast,  and  will  soon  be  aa  yov 
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wish  it.  Quite  sure  aa  to  the  point  of  iostmctiou — yet  I 
tried  to  draw  out  ail  her  little  thoughts  on  the  queetionfl 
you  proposed,  and  see  n  heavenly  simplicity  and  purity  of 
mind  prepuriiig  the  viay  tu  the  most  blessed  fruits  of  faith. 
But  we  must  .wait  for  these  fruits ;  for,  if  there  is  a  true  dan- 
ger for  one  of  her  turn,  it  would  be  to  push  her  too  fast,  atd 
force  an  eiterior  look  without  the  interior  spirit."  Well 
oonld  parEDta  intruat  their  children  to  the  direction  of  m 
wise  and  prudent  a  preceptress;  for,  if  she  avoided  on  the 
one  hand  that  weak  coodeseension  which  overlooka  inrtead 
of  correcting  a.  fault,  she  understood  on  the  other  the  neces- 
flity  of  training  the  heart  gradually,  and  not  forcing  habila 
which  most  be  the  result  of  repeated  and  patient  instruction, 

I  and  the  formation  of  which  can  be  expected  only  after  hav- 
ing gained  the  confidence  of  yo(ith.  She  thus  wrote  to  a 
pious  gontletnan  who  h=d  a  relative  at  St.  Joseph's  school, 
whom  he  had  lectured  in  too  reproachtiil  a  tone  by  way  of 
■compelling  her  to  her  duty: — "You  and  I  speak  all  foreter- 
3iity;  but  take  an  advieo  from  your  old  mother.  I  am  a 
hundred  to  jour  thirty  in  eiperionee, —  that  cruel  Irieud  of 
«ur  earthly  journey.  When  you  a«k  too  much  at  firet,  you 
^tftcn  gain  nothing  at  last;  and  if  the  heart  is  lost,  all  ia 
lost.  If  you  use  such  language  to  your  family,  they  cannot 
love  yon,  since  they  have  not  our  microscope  to  see  things 
918  they  are.  .  .  .  The  faults  of  young  people  must  he  moved 
1»y  prayers  and  tears,  because  they  arc  constitutional  and 
^^annot  be  frightened  out." 

Twice  a  week  Mother  Seton  gave  familiar  instractions  to 
"Ahe  elder  boarders,  which  were  most  gratifying  to  them  as 
'>reil  aa  to  the  sehooI-sisterH,  some  of  whom  were  generally 
^reeont  on  theso  occnsions.  In  these  conferences  she  dis- 
;^lnyod  her  peculiar  aptitude  fur  the  edueatioa  of  iemale 
^untb.  Vou  would  see  there,  not  the  stiffness  of  the  scliool- 
^nistress  or  the  cold  atalelineas  of  authority,  that  begets  diffi- 
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deuce  or  fenr;  bat  the  fond  and  enlightened  parent,  whosa 
clevikted  parpoaes, ttincero  eco],  and  afiectionate  manour,  won 
the  hearts  of  her  children  and  iuspired  equaJ  cuafidence  and 
ftdiiiiratiuD.  She  then  npoke  to  tLcm,  in  the  most  simple 
style,  of  the  faults  the;  were  to  avoid,  the  virtues  thej  should 
pruotise,  and  freqncDtly  illustrutud  the  subject  bj  allusions 
most  interesting  to  the  youthful  mind.  She  would  say,  for 
instanoe,  "  Your  little  mother,  my  darlings,  does  not  come 
to  teach  jou  how  to  bo  good  nuns  or  Sistere  of  Charity;  but 
rather  I  would  wish  to  fit  you  for  that  world  in  which  you 
are  destined  to  live ;  to  teach  you  how  to  be  good  mistresses 
and  mothen)  of  families.  Yet,  if  the  dear  Master  selects 
one  among  you  to  be  closer  to  him,  happy  are  you  1  he  will 
teach  you  himself."  During  these  instructions,  the  ehildron 
often  proposed  questions  to  Mother  Seton,  who  permitted 
and  encouraged  them  to  do  so.  "  Mother,"  said  a  pupil  on 
one  of  these  occasions,  "  I  met  with  the  word  benignity  in 
my  catechism,  and  I  don't  know  exactly  the  meaning  of  it" 
Mother  Seton,  with  a  smile,  replied,  "  My  dearest  one,  I  can 
give  no  better  answer  to  your  (juestioD  than  to  say,  'Look 
at  Archbishop  Carroll,'  and  you  will  sec  the  meaning  of  this 
word  on  his  countenance  as  well  as  in  his  manners." 

liut  the  great  and  absorbing  object  of  Mother  Seton  in 
the  education  of  her  pupils  was  to  form  their  hearts  to  vir- 
tue, and  to  inspire  thcra  with  a  proper  aversion  for  the  detn* 
aive  vanities  and  sinful  pursaits  of  the  world.  She  laid 
before  them  at  various  times,  but  especially  during  the  exer- 
cises of  a  spiritual  retreat  or  the  preparation  for  a  first  com- 
inunion,  the  necessity  of  salvation,  the  importance  of  attend- 
ing  to  their  sanotification,  and  the  means  of  promoting  the 
peace  of  their  souls.  Her  instructions  also  were  character- 
ixed  by  a  reasoning  accommodated  to  the  circumstances  of 
her  hearers.  She  thus  wanted  them  against  the  inconsisU 
ency  of  those  who  have  the  course  to  brook  the  opinions  aai 
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^rrutiona  of  the  world  for  tlic  ^^tiGcation  of  their  ranitj 
'«  pride,  while  they  fear  that  same  world  on  the  question  of 
•erring  God.  ."  I  have  seeu  mauy  girls  in  the  world  delight- 
ing even — thnrngh  what  they  called  an  independent  spirit, 
but  in  truth  a  silly  pride — to  practise  many  singularities  in 
dress  and  manner.  They  said,  'I  cannot  help  what  paople 
think,'  and  they  did  what  was  much  more  difficalt  than  t« 
utwerre  the  little  practices  yon  are  bound  to,  and  the  sub- 
jection to  the  spirit  of  piety,  whjch,  while  you  would  preser?e 
your  pecice  of  conscience,  could  at  last  but  secure  jou,  aft«r 
the  first  obstacles  were  overcome,  the  truo  love  and  respect 
eren  of  those  whose  blame  would  most  discourage  you.  Such 
will  be  the  case  when  they  see  that  your  porBevemnoe  is 
through  a  principle  of  duty :  whereas  this  dirty  world  is  the 
first  to  laugh  at  those  who  subject  themselves  to  it,  especially 
if  this  subjection  ia  against  a  better  light,  as  must  bethc 
case  with  any  one  of  you,  who  have  so  often  been  told  your 
plain  duty."  To  impress  upon  her  pupils  sound  principles 
of  morality,  in  opposition  to  the  false  maxims  and  corrupting 
gcB  of  the  world,  was  a  particular  object  of  Mother 
qu'b  attention.  She  taught  them  that  beauty  was  but  a 
iperficial  grace;  that  when  a  fair  soul,  however,  is  in  a 
fiur  body,  the  latter  may  be  cherished  oa  a  gift  of  the 
Creator.  Beauty  should  be  used  ns  an  attraction  to  virtue. 
When  profaned,  it  is  a  violation  of  the  temple  of  God  and 
tearing  away  the  victims  which  should  have  been  offered  at 
his  altar."  In  regard  to  dress,  her  advice  was  to  shun  sin- 
gaisntj,  and  to  follow  a  middle  course,  avoiding  extrava- 
gance on  the  one  hand  and  carelessness  on  the  other.  But 
fbe  danger  of  being  present  at  balls,  the  theatre,  &c.  she 
>ioted  in  a  forcible  and  impressive  manner.  "The  fable 
ijB  that  a  butterfly  aaked  an  owl  what  she  should  do  t« 
frora  burning  her  wings,  since  she  could  never  come  tc 
withoui  singing  them.     The  owl  counselled  hei 


tu  abstaiii  from  looking  even  at  tki!  smoke  of  it.  IIow  can 
a  soul  belonging  to  God  frecjuent  auch  eceoes  as  daoces,  &c. 
Sk.,  wbere  purity  is  so  easily  blemished  and,  wounded  snJ 
vanity  is  Bure  to  bo  fed!'  But  you  will  first  buru  your 
witigs,  poor  litllu  moth,  before  you  will  withdraw  from  the 
flume.  In  all  these  cusce  there  la  more  safety  in  our  feu 
tfasQ  iu  our  strength :  it  is  ever  easier  to  abstain  from  sueh 
pleasures  th&D  to  use  them  well."  She  represeulc-d  the  mis- 
fortune of  losing  the  divine  gra«e  in  language  calculated  to 
iuspira  a  lively  dread  of  so  great  an  evil.  "  To  fait  from 
grace,"  she  said,  "  was  Ui  disfigure  and  deface  the  image  of 
Ood  in  our  eoula.  Their  dignity  is  foc^tten,  and,  while  we 
ore  receivicg  the  admiration  of  our  exterior  loveliness  in  the 
world,  we  become  in  the  eyes  of  Ood  like  senseless  beasts, 
lost  to  the  society  of  angels,  associated  with  devils,  and  slaves 
to  our  possiona." 

Besides  cautioning  her  pupils  against  the  dangers  ana 
evils  they  hud  to  fear,  she  endeavored  to  provide  them  with 
the  most  excellent  rules  for  sanutifying  their  actions  and 
drawing  upon  themselves  the  copious  benedictions  of  the 
Almighty.  "  Remember,"  she  said,  "  it  is  a  great  point  to 
direct  your  notions,  and  have  some  simple,  good  intention, 
even  in  the  least.  If  a  painter  should  draw  his  lines  with- 
out proposing  any  idea  tu  himself,  his  work  would  be  a  blot; 
or  should  a  sculptor  give  a  number  of  strokes  to  his  block 
without  intention  to  shape  it,  whut  would  he  do  hut  weary 
himself  to  no  purpose '!  while  the  least  of  our  actions  ma; 
cany  its  grace  with  it,  if  we  turn  it  right.  Every,  good 
action  is  a  grain  of  seed  for  eternal  life.  It  was  an  excel- 
lent word  of  St.  Bernard,  '  As  your  actions  pass  on,  lei.  :hem 
aot  pass  away.'  "  In  referring  to  the  dispositions  required 
for  a  profitable  recepliou  of  the  Holy  Euchurint,  ahe  said 
that  "  the  heart  preparing  for  communion  should  be  aa  a 
Qi^stal  vial  filled  with  clear  water,  in  which  the  least  moU 
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^  of  unoleannesa  may  be  seen,"  and,  in  thanksj^ving  for  itii 
heavenly  graces,  should  "  unite  witli  the  praiBS  of  heaven 
and  earth,  plajiug  its  part,  as  it  were  its  little  string  to  the 

»    great  harp  of  creiitiun."      On  days  when  the  young  ladiea 
had  approached  the  Blessed  Sacrament,  Eho  did  not  fail  to 
oongrutuJate  them  on  the  gl-eat  happiness  they  enjoyed. 
Entering  the   hall  where  they  were  assembled,  she  would 
open  her  arms,  ^nd  express  the  delight  she  had  experienced 
in  seeing  them  around  the  holy  table,  at  the  same  time  re- 
minding them  that  their  hearts  were  the  tabernacles  of  the 
(divinity,  and  they  should  watch  carefully  the  casket  con- 
taining BO  precious  a  jewel. 
Besides  instructing  her  pupils  orally  on  various  occasions 
in  reference  to  their  religious  obligations.  Mother  Setoo 
distributed  among  them  virtuous  sentenoes,  which  served 
as  apiritual  bouquets  to  remind   them  at  times  of  the  par- 
tionlar  habits  which  they  ought  to  cultivate,  and  the  spirit 
with  which  they  should  perform  their  daily  actions.'"'    De- 
enries,  or  associations  ooosisting  of  ten  members  each,  were 
ir->..aJso  established,  the  object  of  which  wna  to  cncourat^e  the 
H    joung  ladies  to  spend  their  moments  of  recreation  in  inno- 
I     «eut  conversation  and  amusement,  by  the  recital  of  edifj'ing 
"       'traits,  and  such  other  practices  as  would  guard  thoni  against 
^he  spirit  of  levity  and  dissipation.     Eech  decury  had  a 
nister  to  preside  over  it,  and  Mother  Soton  would  furnish 
:from  her  omtu  well-stored  mind,  or  from  Other  sources,  a 
"Variety  of  interesting  anecdotes  and  narratives,  for  the  in- 
teraction and  entertainment  of  thee-!  little  bands.    Thus  did 
nhe  instil  into  the  youthful  mind  the  principles  of  Christian 
^iety.     Her  own  soul  was  full  of  the  beauty  of  religion,  and 
^hc  sought  to  win  all  hearts  to  tiie  practice  of  it  by  the  same 
^hdvnis  which  it  eierciscd  over  her.     Hence  she  led  her 
pupils  to  consider  the  attributes  of  God  as  father  and  friend, 
mad  to  love  him  for  these  qualities,  much  more  than  to  rft- 
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ganl  him  ui  the  attitude  of  an  avenging  nod  inexoRibli 
judge.  She  frcqneDtly  uttered  those  impreesive  words : — 
"  Love  God,  my  dear  children,  and  joa  may  fui^t  there  ia 
ft  hell."  LcssouB  like  these,  ilclivered  ta  her  earnest  and 
maternal  mauuer,  produced  an  irresistible  offecL  It  was 
Uiipoeaible  to  listen  to  the  ardeut  aud  affectionate  appeals 
by  which  she  enforced  the  maxima  of  divine  truth,  wilhout 
feeling  one's  heart  warmed  by  the  holy  fire  that  glowed  in 
her  own  boBoni.  Her  whole  soul  seemed  to  be  present  in 
her  cuunteDauee. 

It  may  be  truly  said  that  Mother  Seton'a  mauocr  vm 
the  secret  of  her  extraordinary  influeDCo — a  happy  blending 
of  ardont  zeal  with  maternal  sweetness.  A  moment's  ioter- 
ooane  with  her  was  Bufficieul  to  show  that  she  acted  from 
the  deepest  convictions  of  truth,  while  the  kindness  which 
she  nianifeated  easily  prepared  the  way  for  its  villing  re- 
ception by  others.  This  was  visible  in  all  the  departmcuta 
of  her  office  as  superior  of  St.  Joseph's  Academy.  She 
easily  ooncilialod  the  esteem  and  confidence  of  new  comers 
to  the  school,  causing  them  hy  her  affectionate  manner  to 
forget  the  endearments  of  home,  and  to  feel  satiafied  and 
pleased  in  a  position  which  commonly  begets  for  the  pupil 
tlio  most  sorrowful  momenta.  "  Never  can  I  fot^t,"  saja 
a  lady,  alluding  to  her  entering  the  academy,  "  never  can  I 
forget  my  first  meeting  with  our  beloved  Mother.  Sepa- 
rated from  my  parents  aud  home,  a  child  of  but  eight  years, 
I  alighted  from  the  carrii^e  at  St.  Joseph's,  and  felt  for  the 
moment  I  was  a  stranger.  A  baud  of  young  ladies  oame 
forth  with  joy  to  meet  my  travelling  companions  whom  they 
knew,  and  in  advance  of  them  there  walked  a  lady  with 
ouiBtrettiiiciI  arms,  who  kindly  welcomed  and  embraced  us. 
So  maternal  was  her  manner  that  she  gained  my  heart  at 
onee,  and  I  was  happy  under  the  same  roof  with  Mother 
Setou."     She  eshibitod  the  same  tenderness  of  manner  in 


MHa.    K.   A.    8ET0N. 


M9 


ber  general  attention  to  the  wants  and  wishos  of  tbo  TOOng 
laiTies  Un  one  ocuaaiun,  n  thuDder-Btomi  having  Arisen,  all 
the  children  in  a  panio  crowded  to  the  chapel,  where  they 
fell  on  their  knees  in  prayer.  The  sister  who  had  ohai^ 
of  theiu,  with  more  zeal  than  discretioa,  immediately 
[  iirdered  them  away  from  the  holy  place,  observing  that  they 
I  Were  very  leady  to  fly  to  Uod  in  the  hour  of  danger,  while 
tt  other  tim&s  ii^j  did  not  seek  him  so  willingly.  Bnt 
Mother  Seton,  hearing  of  the  circumatance,  calmly  reversed 
I  the  order,  and  permitted  the  children  to  go  into  the  chapel, 
intimating  to  the  sister  that  their  conduct  was  rather  dep 
eerviug  of  eommendation.  "  To  whom,"  she  asked,  "  should 
they  fly  in  time  of  danger,  if  not  to  our  Lord  ?"*  Even  in 
reproving  the  faults  of  those  under  her  charge,  she  did  not 
forget  that  love  is  the  most  powerful  ingredient  in  the  re- 
medy of  evil.  Her  lecture  iu  such  cases  was  that  of  a  mo- 
ther in  every  sense  of  the  word, — kind,  yet  firm  and  per> 
'  Bnaaive.  If  the  delinquent  proved  refractory  at  the  momen^ 
I  flfae  was  placed  alone  on  a  bench,  under  the  image  of  the 
onicifis,  which  generally  succeeded  in  bringing  her  to  a 
Menso  of  duty;  and  then  she  was  dismissed  with  a  kiaa  on 
the  forehead.  Her  tenditrncss  was  so  deeply  felt  in  the 
mildness  of  her  reproo&  that  she  acf^uircd  in  this  way  & 
greater  ascendency  over  the  minds  of  her  children  than  if 
fibc  had  pnnished  them  with  severity.  The  young  ladies 
were  bound  to  her  by  the  tie  of  affection;  and  such  was  the 
titve  and  reverence  she  inspired,  that  they  dreaded  t«  incur 
h(!r  displeasure ;  lieuec,  all  were  ambitious  to  serve  her  in 
.every  possible  way,  and  for  the  same  reason  one  word  or 
look  from  her  was  frequently  sufficient  to  correct  any  fault 
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thpy  liiid  commitl«d.  Mother  Seton'a  govemineDt,  lioir 
ever,  was  not  deGuient  in  that  firmness  which  is  neceamry 
to  n  wise  ndrainiHtralion.  She  knew  huw  to  distinguieb  tha 
CDlifilitened  affection  of  a  parent  from  a.  weak  and  injndi- 
ciouB  condeBcension,  and  corrected  the  faults  of  her  pnpiU 
with  becoming  encr^;  but  in  her  reproofs  or  punishmenta 
the  element  of  maternal  kiodneas  waa  bo  conspicuous  that  it 
Beldom  failed  to  accomplish  its  end.  I(  was  obvious  bi  alt 
that  she  desired  only  their  good,  and  employed  the  no^t 
amiable  means  of  effecting  it ;  and  hence,  when  she  reasoned 
with  them  on  their  Grst  duty  to  tiod  or  on  their  geneiTi] 
conduct,  her  language  produced  a  deep  iiuprcsBion ;  the 
bettor  part  of  their  nature  was  aroused,  and  they  strove  to 
become  all  that  Mother  Seton  wished  them  to  be. 

From  what  has  been  said,  it  may  be  easily  imagined  how 
BuceesafuUy  she  exhorted  her  pupils  to  the  love  and  service 
of  God.  During  her  administration,  St.  Joseph's  Academy 
was  B  sanctuary  of  piety,  where  the  Christian  virtues  all 
shone  resplendent.  Of  this  some  idea  may  bo  formed  from 
the  deeply  religious  sentiments  which  accompanied  the 
young  ladies  into  the  world  and  made  them  aigh  for  the 
happiness  of  being  again  within  its  precincts.  One  of  them, 
writing  to  Mother  Seton,  says  : — "  At  St.  Joseph's  evciy  one 
united  with  me  le  praise  and  love  our  dearest  Jiord.  I 
thought  I  would  meet  with  the  same  invitations  from  the 
world ;  but  they  seldom  say  any  thing  t*  me  of  the  love  of 
our  crucified  Saviour.  Few,  I  fear,  know  how  sweet  is  his 
love,  .  ,  .  Oh,  happy  inhabitants  of  St.  Joseph's  Valley!" 
Another  says: — "I  cannot  help  contraBting  my  present  situa- 
tion with  that  of  last  year  :  for,  although  I  am  very  happy. 
yet  I  would  like  to  spend  the  Lent  at  St.  Joseph's  "  A 
third  exclaims : — ^"The  clock  strikes  three;  what  sweet  odors 
from  theinhabitanlaof  tho  valley!"  A  fourth  regrcta  that 
she  cannot  ho  allowed  to  receive  confirmation  at  St.  Joseph's, 
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u  tLere  she  wuuld  have  so  mueli  betler  opportuDitics  of  pre- 
paring herself  in  a.  worthy  manner.  Various  other  testi* 
monies  might  be  ndduced  to  ahuw  the  great  fervor  which  pro- 
vailed  among  the  pupils ;  but  the  following  extract  from  a, 
letter  addressed  to  Mother  Seton  may  not  he  unprofitably 
placed  before  the  young  reader,  who  will  find  here  an  esauf- 
ple  of  the  value  that  Bbonld  be  att^iched  to  the  lesaona  of 
pions  and  enlightened  tutors,  and  of  the  grateful  vcricratioa 
that  should  be  mauifeated  toward  those  who  have  labored 
to  promote  our  happiness.  "I  remember  with  pleasure  and 
gratitude  the  interest  my  own  ever  dear  Mother  used  to 
manifest  in  my  happinesa;  and  it  ia  now  my  most  soothing 
oocnpation  to  recall  to  mind  the  happy  days  I  have  spent  at 
St.  Joseph's.  When  I  was  afflicted  and  depressed  in  mind, 
I  ever  found  relief  in  yocr  maternal  bosom ;  from  jou  I 
heard  the  voice  of  comfort  which  could  ease  my  heart.  Now, 
alasl  I  have  none  near  me  whom  I  can  call  by  that  tender 
appellation;  but  I  still  and  will  ever  consider  and  love  you 
BH  a  mother,  and,  although  I  am  separated  from  you,  I  hope 
often  to  be  favored  with  your  dear  letters,  which  will  be  both 
a  source  of  pleasure  and  inatmctiou.  .  St.  Joseph's !  the 
blest  abode  of  innocence  and  virtue,  how  I  long  to  aee  ill 
kow  widely  does  it  differ  from  tliia  corrupt  world !" 
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Hotbci  SslDo'i  iDliiitude  for  bw  cbildren— I 
rutlier— Death  of  Mr.  FhjLJp  PUici 


'  etdeat  son  emliarki  ia  lUk 
.  oompaDj  with  Ur.  Bruit 

— Dlnets  of  Min  Reboeca 


Bmon— ller  piolj— SeoUmanW  of  hor  mothur— Hor  li»Bly  (tUb—Ba 
deUb^Uiipogition*  of  Mulhw  Selon — S  jinp«tby  of  hor  friends-  -I«  re- 
Blecled  UDtbar-Superiac— Thrnssifteraseot  (qthefloUagsMtlwlluuB- 
Uia— nealli  of  Arcbblihop  CiutoII— Uii  sacceBaar— BiEhoi»  Chevenu 
TJrib  lbs  Sletiriiood— Tbs  eiiten  idaarporB.lad— RemBrkuble  dtwtb  ol 
Mr.  Emmelb— Tbnio  alsUrs  Bonl  to  Nst  Yurk— Return  of  Holh« 
BeWn'a  sua  from  Eunpe — Entcni  tbe  Nurj' — Ilu  former  placa  oeca- 
plsd  b;  hii  brotber-~Blabop  Dubgurg  visits  the  Siilerbood— Death 
of  Rev.  Mr.  Dahainol—Uatiei  of  Mr.  Dabuia— Fcogreas  of  the  college 
and  ebuuter  of  its  PreaidenI— Mr.  Bral£  letclcs  Bt  Ibe  Monntajn— 
IllnBM  of  Muihcr  Solon— la  eleetfld  Motber-Sopsrior  fur  a  thlrf  lorm 
—Her  oounseJi  to  eialera  an  tho  Miaaion— Project  of  building  ■  Dbank 
— House  for  frea-aihool  ereolod — Deatba  in  Ibe  oommuoitj. 

Mother  Seton  had  now  reached  that  period  of  life  which 
ia  the  most  productive  of  Boticitude  and  apprehension  for  & 
Chrietifin  parent  who  ia  devoted  to  the  true  welfare  of  her 
children.  When  joang  persoDB  are  summoned  from  this 
world  ere  they  have  mingled  in  its  sinful  pursuits,  they  eao 
be  readily  yielded  into  the  hands  of  God,  whose  laercifiil 
providenue  is  then  rather  a  cause  for  joy  and  thanksgiving 
than  an  oaossion  uf  sorrowing  and  regret ;  because  there  ia 
a  well-founded  hope  of  tbeir  having  attained  the  great  end 
of  their  existence — the  orijoyineot  of  eternal  happiness.  But 
when  they  are  about  to  he  emancipated  from  the  parental 
charge,  to  launch  upon  the  boisterous  ocean  of  lite  and  to 
grapple  with  the  difficulties  which  are  so  often  fatal  to  the 
innocence  of  youth  or  iiivolve  in  such  fearful  uncertainty 
ihcir  perseverance  in   goml,  the  purent  cannot  but  feel  the 


deepest  nnzietj,  aa  if  now  the  &ait  of  all  her  vigilance  and 
toil  is  to  be  exposed  to  the  most  imminent  danger.  Such 
were  the  sentiments  of  Mother  Seton.  She  was  grateful  to 
God  when  it  had  pleased  hira  to  aall  her  eldest  daughter  to 
hiiDBclf  while  yet  in  the  bloom  of  life;  but  she  feared  for 
those  of  her  children  whom  he  destined  to  move  on  the  wide 
theatre  of  the  world;  and  hence  she  had  not  only  sought  to 
prepare  theui,  by  a  solid  and  virtuona  education,  fo  enibark 
safely  upon  the  course  that  hia  providence  would  assign  to 
them,  but  she  embraced  every  opportunity  of  impressing  up- 
on their  minds  the  fear  of  Ood  and  the  necessity  of  salvation, 
as  the  only  means  of  securing  thcui  against  future  dangers. 
On  the  very  day  that  her  eldest  son  completed  hia  eighteenth 
year,  November  25,  1814,  she  addressed  the  following  note 
Ui  him  : — "  My  own  desre^it  child  !  your  birthday!  You 
know  your  mother's  boart.  it  hod  u  dear  communion  for 
yoa  for  our  elernify.  Ha  blessed  a.  thousand,  thousand 
times !  Tuhe  a  few  little  momcnl^  in  the  church  to-day,  in 
union  with  your  mother's  heart,  to  place  yourself  ar^ain  and 
again  in  the  hands  of  God.     Do,  my  dearest  one." 

Having  now  arrived  at  an  age  when  it  became  necessary 
to  embrace  some  vocation  in  life,  this  her  eldest  son  was  the 
pemiUar  object  of  her  solicitude.  Tho  circomstanccs  of  the 
times  were  such  that  it  was-  not  very  easy  to  determine  the 
couTBe  which  would  prove  most  to  his  advantage.  War  was 
■till  carried  on  between  Great  Britain  and  the  United  States, 
whioh,  in  disturbing  tho  usual  operations  of  trade,  created 
that  alarm  and  mistrust  which  are  inseparable  from  such 
agitations  of  commercial  life.  While  Mother  Seton  feared 
lest  her  eldest  hoy  should  enter  the  naval  profession,  the 
unsettled  state  of  commerce  made  it  difGcult  to  obtain  for 
him  a  desirable  siiuatiun  iu  a  mercantile  establishment. 
8nch  was  the  state  of  things  when  the  Rev.  Mr.  6rut6,  of 
Mi.  St.  Mary's  College,  was  called  to  France  on  business  of 
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importancu ;  and  Mot.lier  Seton  resoked  to  embrace  tlie  fa- 
vorable opportunitj  of  sending  her  aon  to  Kurope  under  hie 
protection,  and  to  place  him,  at  least  for  a  time,  Doder  the 
friendly  cure  of  the  Messrs.  Filiechi  of  Leghorn,  where  he 
could  acquire  b  knowledge  of  business.  Those  gentlemen, 
as  we  have  eeen,  were  the  {■eneroaa  friends  of  her  and  hor 
family;  and,  though  she  could  give  them  no  previous  intimS' 
tion  of  her  design,  she  hoped  everj  thing  from  their  noble 
and  virtuous  character,  convinced  that  their  unbounded  kind- 
ness would  not  be  withheld  at  a  time  when  it  oould  be  ezer 
cised  with  ro  much  advantage.  The  letter  which  she  ad- 
dressed to  them  on  this  occasion  is  a  model  of  epistolary 
style,  full  of  eloquent  persuasion  and  of  those  beautiful  sen- 
tiwents  which  ought  ever  to  animate  the  heart  of  a  Christiaa 
mother.  The  predominant  coosideration  with  her  was  the 
spiritual  welfare  of  her  children.  This  waa  the  absorbing 
object  of  her  thoughts  and  desires  aa  a  mother,  and  every 
thing  else  in  coujpariaon  was  looked  upon  as  utterly  insigni- 
ficant. Hence,  when  about  to  t^e  leave  of  her  eldest  son, 
at  his  departure  for  a  foreign  land,  she  furnished  him  with 
the  most  excellent  oounsela,  in  which  the  first  and  the  last 
lesson  was  to  look  constantly  to  the  interests  of  hie  immortal 
soul,  though  she  did  not  omit  the  necessary  directions  foT 
his  temporal  good  and  general  conduct  among  strangers. 
The  advice  which  she  gave  him  was  full  of  the  most  prac- 
tical wisdum,  inculcating  a  due  respect  for  the  character  of  the 
reverend  gentleman  who  waa  to  be  his  protector,  a  grateful 
deportment  toward  her  friends  in  Italy,  habits  of  economy,  a 
proper  regard  for  the  customs  that  be  would  witness  among 
pe4)ple  abroad,  but,  above  all,  the  avoidance  of  sio, — the  only 
real  evil  that  a  Christian  has  to  fear  in  this  world.  "Oui 
God,  our  eternity;"  such  was  the  last  thought  in  the  admi- 
rable directions  which  she  gave  him  while  she  bathed  them 
ID  her  tears.     In  parting  from  her  son.  Mother  Seton  liad 


le  coDsulatioM  to  know  that  he  yna  governed  by  the  highest 
^nciples  jjf  religion  and  filial  duty, — the  aweeteat  comfort 
I  the  heart  of  a  Chrifitiaii  parent.  If  there  was  a  joy  that 
le  experienced  after  this  and  for  which  she  offered  hor  fer- 
mt  thanks  to  henyen,  it  was  to  eee  her  son  bo  aecuielj 
leltered  under  the  proteeting  care  of  the  Rev.  Mr.  Brut^ 
T  whom  she  justly  entertained  the  profoundest  ^enerution, 
id  whose  kindness  made  her  feel,  as  she  herself  expressed 
it,  aa  contented  as  old  Tobias  when  he  placed  his  boy  under 
guardianship  of  the  angel  Kapbael.  The  travellers  em- 
barked at  New  York  on  the  6th  of  April,  and  had  a  success- 
b1  voyage  to  Bordeaux.  Hero  Mr.  Setjin  parted  from  hii 
Bnerated  friend,  and  proeeded  to  Leghorn,  where  he  met 
fith  a  most  friendly  reception  from  the  Filicchi  family. 

While  Mother  Seic-c  vas  aolicitously  occupied  in  the 
^e  direction  of  her  ii'r'ijc:'t  scs,  she  was  equally  devoted  to 
lie  intfircsts  of  his  brotlier  at  home,  who  wae  now  preparing 
B  enter  upon  some  setthd  course  of  life.  In  providing  for 
his  emergency,  she  was  governed  by  the  same  lofty  prinei- 
les  which  had  always  actuated  her,  looking  to  the  security 
F  hia  faith  and  the  salvittiou  of  his  eoul  as  the  paiainount 
bJGcta  of  concern ;  for,  as  she  remarked  on  this  occasion, 
'Religion  must  never  be  sacritioed;  for  what  is  man  without 
'flool,  B,nd  what  is  a  soul  without  faith?"  Id  the  spring  of 
$16,  her  second  son  was  admitted  into  the  counting-house 
t  one  of  the  principal  merchants  in  Baltimore,  who  was  also 
^  of  the  most  influential  members  of  the  Catholic  Church 
I'  that  city. 

Swn  after  this,  Mother  Seton  received  the  painful  inlel 

gcnee  that  Mr,  Philip  Filicchi,  to  whom  she  owed  so  much 

for  this  world  and  the  next,  had  died  at  Leghorn  on  the  22d 

of  August.     This  event  was  indeed  a  hard  etroko  to  a  hean 

here,  which  had  known  so  well  how  to  appicciate  the 

lie  qualities  of  her  Ilidiao  friend.     His  zeal  aud  intelli- 


^Dce  had  ticen  chieflj  iiKtniniental,  under  dirine  grace,  » 
opening  her  eytm  to  the  light  of  troth,  and  in  conjunction 
with  his  distingnished  brother  he  wag  readj  to  share  libciallj 
vith  her  and  her  family  even  the  earthly  treasures  which 
ProTideoce  had  bet<towed  npon  him.  White  gratitads 
prompted  her  to  convey  her  deepest  sympathies  to  hi> 
afflicted  relatives,  and  to  have  prayera  and  sacrificca  con- 
tintudly  offered  np  for  the  repose  of  his  aool,  she  rejoiced  fci 
her  son  that  he  hud  known  so  eminent  a  pattern  of  virtue 
and  hcheld  in  him  an  exani[Jeof  wealth  sanctified  by  reli^on. 
Alluding  to  the  event  in  a  letter  to  her  son,  she  aajs: — 
"Our  tnie  and  dear  benefactor's  death!  Long  I  dreaded 
it,  but  our  God  alone  in  every  thing!  What  an  example 
has  he  left  to  yon,  my  love,  of  tho  trae  Christian  and  tnin 
[Tcutlcmanl  How  I  pity  Mr.  Antooiol  and  Signora  Maria 
must  be  desolate  indeed !  Do  all  yon  can,  my  son ;  I  knuw 
and  am  sure  you  will;  and  do,  do  remember  how  narrow  is 
tko  way  that  leads  where  they  arc  gone  so  dear  to  us.  This 
moment  from  communion  I  What  does  not  my  heart  say 
for  yon  continoally  1  .  .  .  ,  Say  every  thing  for  me  to  oor 
dear  friends."  The  death  of  Mr.  Filicohi  was  not  the  loss 
of  a  few  only:  it  may  be  said  to  have  been  a  public  cala- 
mity; for,  besides  the  gloom  which  it  spread  over  the  commu- 
nity by  the  departure  of  one  whose  bright  virtues  had  won 
for  him  uoiversal  reverence  and  whose  wisdom  contributed 
so  much  to  the  public  weal,  hundreds  of  poor  fed  at  his 
hands,  orphans  depending  on  his  support,  and  prisoners  re- 
lieved by  hia  charity,  now  mourned  for  a  lost  benefactor. 
Their  loss,  however,  was  his  gain;  for  he  had  kept  his  soul 
free  from  the  defilements  of  the  world,  and,  having  made  hia 
riches  subservient  to  religion,  and  placed  his  honor  not  in 
wealth,  but  in  Ood,  he  had  sent  his  treasures  before  him, 
tnd  secured  to  himself  friends  to  receive  him  in  the  eternal 
tabarnacles. 
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Two  munths  had  scarcely  elapsed  when  the  tender  affec- 
tion of  Mother  Seton  wm  put  to  a  still  severer  trial  bj  tlie 
loss  of  her  youngest  dausrhter, — a  loss  which  is  rather  to  bo 
felt  than  described;  for  they  who  were  personally  and  inti- 
mately acquainted  with  this  young  lady  represent  her  aa 
gifted  with  the  Gnest  qualities  of  mind  and  heart.  She  was 
naturally  of  a  gay  and  happy  disposition,  which  won  the  love 
of  her  companions;  but  her  piety  made  her  far  more  worthy 
of  admiration.  Ever  einee  the  winter  of  1812,  when  she 
was  injured  by  a  fall  on  the  ice,  she  had  been  more  or  less 
a  continual  sufferer.  To  have  the  advantage  of  the  best 
medical  attendance,  she  was  sent  to  Baltimore;  but,  though 
partially  relieved  by  her  physician,'  she  was  far  from  being 
restored  to  health.  During  her  sbiy  in  Baltimore,  her 
mother  addressed  several  letters  to  her,  in  which  she  em- 
ployed the  moat  persuasive  langoagc  of  maternal  affection 
to  impress  upon  her  mind  the  lessons  which  her  situatton 
required  and  to  render  her  pains  an  occasion  of  spiritual 
profit.  In  one  of  her  notes  she  says: — 
"My  Sodl's  LiiTLE  Darling : — 

'Mother's  eyes  Gil  with  tears  even  when  she  thinks 
of  you — but  loving  Ijjars  of  joy  that  my  dear  one  may  suffer 
aud  bear  pain,  and  resign  herself  to  the  will  of  our  Dearest, 
and  be  the  child  of  his  cross.  You  know  mother  has  often 
told  you  that  the  one  who  suffers  most  ia  the  dearest  to  me, 
and  BO  our  Dearest  loves  the  child  he  afflicts  with  a  double 
love.  Remember,  my  dear  one,  what  mother  told  you  about 
love  and  obedience  to  our  so  kind  and  tender  friend,*  and 
our  Dearest,  not  to  foi^et  him  a  moment;  you  know  ho 
DRvei  forgets  you;  and  do  not  mind  kneeling,  but  speak 
your  heart  to  him  anywhere.  May  his  dear,  dearest  blessing 
beonyoul  .  .  .  Jesus,  Mary,  and  Joseph  bless  and  love  you." 


■  ItM  Udy  of  Ibo  ph>>t|[ 
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While  in  Baltimore,  Misi  Setoo  hud  nlso  tlie  happinen 
of  receiving  the  Muranieut  of  conQnuatiun,  the  grace  of 
which  was  so  desiroUe  in  her  suffering  condition.*  Tbfl 
wicred  ^ifts  thus  communicated  to  her,  iind  the  constant  id- 
vice  of  her  truly  Christian  mother,  were  not  without  tie 
iiappient  QBeuts.  They  encouraged  her  under  the  piiiul'ii] 
OuU  which  she  siilTcred,  and  taught  her  to  fioek  for  HtreDgUi 
and  coDsuIatiuu  where  alone  they  can  be  found, — in  the  Iots 
of  Ood  and  iu  union  with  his  divine  Son.  She  frequently 
•pproached  the  sacraments,  and  by  her  advice  and  esample 
encouraged  her  fellow-pupils  to  a  more  fervent  practice  of 
virtue.  Many  little  nssociutiona  were  introduced  by  hci 
BmonR  the  boarders,  gerteraJly  under  the  protection  of  Slary 
Queon  of  Heaven,  whose  name  through  a  spirit  of  devotion 
she  added  to  her  own.  These  asRociations  had  their  parti- 
cular regulations,  by  which  the  young  ladies  were  led  to  the 
exercise  of  patience,  charity,  obedience,  aud  other  virtues  of 
a  Christian  life.  Often  waa  she  seen  in  presence  of  the 
Blessed  Sacrament,  alighted  taper  in  one  hand  and  her  book 
iu  the  other,  performing  with  the  utmost  recollection  the 
pious  duties  which  she  had  undertaken  with  some  of  hci 
companions.  By  this  exemplary  conduct  and  her  amiable 
deportment  she  became  a  universal  favorite  at  St.  Joseph's 
House.  Whea  the  orphans  educated  there  wore  formed  into 
a  class,  separate  from  the  boarders,  they  at  first  were  pained 
by  the  humiliation  which  this  distinction  seemed  1«  imply; 
but  Miss  Seton  caused  all  their  uneasiness  to  vanish  by  join- 
ing the  class  herself.  To  see  her  daughter  at  this  tender 
agef  so  diligent  and  fervent  in  the  cultivation  of  piety  was 
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>  M)urcc  of  inexpremible  delight  to  Mothei  Setoii,  who  lost 
no  opportnuitj  of  eDcouragiiig  si)  happy  a  di»ipositioD  hj  the 
moat  solid  and  impressive  counsols.  The  following  note  she 
Bent  to  her  in  answer,  it  appears,  to  a  question  abont  ap- 
proachiug  the  sacranients.  "With  the  little  pen  I  answei 
my  dear,  every  day  dearer,  little  darling,  how  much  I  desir* 
she  should  go  and  unite  still  closer  to  our  onlj  Beloved.  .  .  . 
Go  either  Tharsday  or  Sunday,  as  the  rest  do,  and  make 
your  careful  preparation  of  the  purcat  heart  you  can  bring 
him,  that  it  may  appear  to  him  like  a  bright  little  star  at  the 
bottom  of  a  fountain.  Oh,  my  Rebecca  1  child  of  eternity !  let 
peace  and  love  stay  with  you  in  your  paiuB,  and  they  will 
I  tighten  and  sweeten  them  all.  Be  blessed  forever  T'  The 
only  direction  of  thia  note  was,  mj  own  child  ofeterml^, — aa 
expression  which  Mother  Setoa  applied  to  her  sufieriug 
daughter,  becauE«  she  !oved  to  contemplate  her  gradually 
ripening  for  the  eternal  crown  by  an  humble  and  patient  re- 
signation to  the  will  of  God  under  the  afflictions  which  he  had 
it  her.  Such  was  the  consolation  and  joy  of  this  Christian 
raother  to  see  her  beloved  child,  not  decked  off  in  the  vanity 
of  the  world,  hut  wearing  the  livery  of  Jesus  Christ,  and 
3Bsing  in  her  painful  diaeefie,  borne  in  his  spirit  and  in 
a  with  him,  a  happy  mark  of  predestination  "  Oh  the 
.^oy  to  that  mother's  aoul !"  ahe  wrote  on  another  occa.'ion  to 
*ber  daughter,  "  the  love  of  her  Mother  in  heaveu  1  the  de- 
BKglit  of  her  good  angel  presenting  every  moment  of  the  suf- 
^ifering  darling  to  her  crucified  Saviour,  who  counts  her  pains 
My  soul's  darling,  in  her  cradle  and  bandage, 
Ititting  on  this  swift-rolling  earth — moments  and  hours  pass- 
ing BO  swiftly  to  our  glorious  happy  eternity!  Trust  all 
indeed  to  him,  my  dear  one^  put  all  in  his  hands,  and  we 
will  see  by-and-by,  when  we  get  home  in  our  JeruBalom, 
ind  tender  he  has  been  in  giving  you  the  thomj 
The  sufferings  of  Miss  Seton  having  become  aggn^ 
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nXcd  bj  the  formation  of  a  tunor  on  the  thigh,  which  wv 
the  scat  of  her  diEeuc,  it  was  thoi^t  advisable  to  send  ha 
to  I'hihidelphia,  for  Uie  parpoM  of  cODsalting  an  emineni 
phjncian  of  that  plaice.  While  there,  she  remaiDed  at  tbt 
asflnm  cooducted  by  the  Sifteis  of  Charity,  from  whom  she 
rcfeiviMl  the  kindest  nttcationa;  hnt  her  complaint  baffled 
all  the  cffurts  of  luedioal  skill  and  friendly  care,  and  left 
little  or  DO  hope  of  her  recoveiy.  Mother  Seton,  far  from 
flatteriag  hor  child  with  such  a  hope,  turned  her  thonghti 
and  aspiratioDB  continually  to  that  better  world  where  lean 
and  sorrowJDg  are  exchanged  for  never-ending  joys.  On  tha 
other  hand,  nothiog  could  exceed  the  affectionate  tenderness 
with  which  ^he  inculcated  the  lessons  of  Cbri^tian  faith,  and 
kindled  in  the  heart  of  her  daughter  a  desire  of  her  heavenly 
home.  "Oh,  could  I  but  take  your  jalaps  and  every  pain, 
and  your  precious  soul  yet  be  adorned  with  the  blessed  graces 
they  will  bring  to  you!  My  Rebecca  I  he  alone  knows — un 
your  bed  and  little  pillow — but  yet  a  little  while — I  hope 
every  thing  for  our  dear  eternity,  since  you  must  Buffer  no 
much  here."  In  the  hope  of  relieving  her  pains,  if  not  reinof- 
ing  her  disease,  the  physician  ordered  the  use  of  an  apparatoa 
the  application  of  which  cauaed  hei  the  greatest  suffering, 
n^ough  agonizing  to  a  mother's  feeliogs  to  witness  the  tor- 
ture whicii  the  use  of  this  instrument  gave  to  her  child,  sha 
persevered  with  heroic  fortitude  in  obeying  the  orders  of  tha 
physician,  until,  perceiving  after  a  fair  trial  that  it  would 
prove  of  no  avail,  she  diaoontinued  it,  saying,  "  Let  the  holy 
will  of  God  be  dooe.  If  bo  pleases  to  taU  the  darling  to 
himself,  happy  for  her  to  escape  the  dangers  of  a  sinful 
world !" 

With  the  increase  of  her  sufferings,  this  admirable  child 
Bceroed  to  increase  in  patience  and  conformity  to  the  divina 
will.  During  sis  months  previous  to  her  death  she  had 
Boui'cely  an  interval  of  repuso;  yet  (die  never  lost  her  lively 
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knd  clicerful  manner,  and  offered  her  sufferings  oontinucJlj 
lo  God  in  union  with  those  of  Jeans  Chriat.  Mother  Seton 
ma  in  couatant  attendance  upon  her,  heing  up  half  of  the 
night  and  never  leaving  her  bedelde  during  tliQ  daj;  but 

»heT  ambition  to  perfect  that  soul  for  the  meeting  of  tho 
beavenly  Spouse,  and  the  beautj  of  holiness  which  she  bo- 
fceld  in  it  incrensing  from  dfiy  lo  day,  supportijd  her  strength 
and  nerved  her  for  the  trying  scene.  ''Our  God!"  she  es- 
ctainied,  "'how  sweet  to  see  his  love  in  our  little  beloved  I" 
Viewing  the  holy  sentiments  of  her  daughter,  she  could 
yield  her  even  with  joy  into  the  hands  of  God.  "  There  are 
ntomenta  of  life,"  she  wrote  to  her  absent  sou,  "  when  resig- 
nation and  Gouragc  are  scarcely  to  be  thought  an  exertion ; 
tad  this  is  one  with  us,  with  you  even,  so  thr  from  the  daily 
•cene  of  the  heavenly  virtues  she  continually  displays,  and 
n^ich  promise  so  certainly  the  blessed  conBe(|uence  of  hei 
early  call  from  this  world  of  uncertainty;  for,  if  she  re- 
mained with  us  through  the  succession  of  pains  and  trinJa 
which  she  must  have  passed  in  a  longer  life,  we  should  be 
quite  insecure  for  her  eternity;  but  now  we  see  her,  aa  it 
were,  exhaling  to  heaven  in  all  the  purity  of  her  innocence. 
Be  not  selfisb,  my  beloved;  lethcrgo."  SeptembGr4,  1816, 
But  the  nearer  the  youthful  sufferer  approached  the  last 
moment  of  life,  the  more  fully  did  she  respond  to  the  che- 
rished hopes  of  her  saintly  mother.  While  the  bodily  frame 
was  faat  falling  to  decay,  the  faculties  of  her  soul  and  her 
Christian  virtue  shone  forth  more  brightly  than  ever.  She 
was  not  only  willing  to  die,  but  she  was  convinced  of  the 
happiness  of  leaving  the  world  at  so  early  a  period  of  life, 
•nd  rejoiced  at  the  prospect  of  her  crown  in  heaven 
lOugh  full  of  humility  at  the  thought  of  having  proved  so 
lUe  her  love  for  God,  and  penetrated  with  a  salntary  feat 
his  judgments,  yet  she  had  a  tendei  and  peaceful  con- 
in  the  merits  of  Jesus  Christ,  and  joyfully  hoped 
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that  through  him  her  eSoita  to  plesK  God  vould  be  ci  Liwntd 
wilh  the  rewards  of  eternal  life. 

On  one  oecaaion,  her  sufferings  being  Tory  violeul,  A» 
expressed  a,  desire  to  receive  extreme  unction ;  and  although 
her  director,  the  llev.  Mr.  Daboia,  perceived  no  iuimediata 
daoger,  be  heard  her  confeaaion,  with  the  intcotion  of  aooint- 
ing  her  od  the  following  daj.  "  It  ia  impossible,"  said  be, 
"to  g^ve  an  idea  of  the  composure  of  mind  and  heavenlj 
reHgnation  of  this  blessed  angel.  After  her  confession  was 
over,  '  Father,'  said  she,  '  is  there  a.aj  barm  to  hope  that  I 
will  go  to  heaven  as  soon  as  I  am  dead  '('  '  No,  my  beloved 
child,'  said  I,  '  if  this  hope  ia  grouuded  not  on  any  con- 
fidence jou  have  in  your  owu  merits,  but  gn  the  mercy  uf 
God  and  the  merits  of  our  Jesus.'  '  Oh,'  said  she,  it  ia  so 
lunderstaud  it;  what  merits  could  Euch  a  ohild  aa  I  have? 
But  when  I  look  at  the  cross  and  consider  that  our  Lord  has 
shed  his  blood  to  save  me,  then  I  hope  that  my  sufferings 
will  be  accepted  as  my  penance,  without  going  to  pui^toiy. 
Oh  !  bow  I  would  like  to  go  to  heaven  !  Then  I  would  love 
God  and  would  not  be  afraid  to  lose  him.'"  She  recalled 
Tith  mueb  comfort,  at  this  eventful  hour  of  her  esietence, 
the  efforts  wbicb  she  bad  always  made  to  prepare  herself 
well  for  the  sacrament  of  penance  and  to  obtain  the  grace 
'  c^  It  OOOD  ABSOLUTION.  Her  support  under  the  violence 
of  her  sufferings  was  the  consideration  of  her  Divine  Sa- 
Tioni  on  the  cross  Her  ejea  were  almost  continually  fixed 
on  the  cmcifis,  the  sight  of  which  animated  her  to  endure 
every  pain  after  the  example  of  Jesus  Christ,  while  it  lO' 
Bpired  the  most  consoling  hopes  for  ber  cterniU  reward. 
A  few  weeks  before  ber  death,  she  seemed  to  shrink  at  the 
idea  of  snch  an  event,  and  gladly  received  the  visits  of  liei 
■choolmafes,  to  cheer  the  hour  of  suffering.  Mother  Seton, 
fearing  lest  her  thoughts  might  be  diverted  from  thi 
■idemtioD  if  what  she  now  desired  to  be  tbe  sole  obji 
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T  atteotioQ,  had  i 

1  of  the  sisters  to  make  a  nuvena  with  her  ii 
St.  Joseph,  to  obtuiD  for  her  beloved  daughler  tl 


I  «  hoi;  and  huppy  death.    The 


)  prayer.     She  requeEt«d  BevC' 


e  gra<»  of 
1,  Kebecca 


a  being  e 


r  absorbed  i 

moments.     She  called  her  mother  and  desired  that  none  of 

oer  compuniona  should  be  admitted  that  day  lo  her  room. 

Her  pa]>en)  haviug  been  brought  to  her  at  her  request,  she 

made  a  selection  of  some,  which  she  directed  her  mother  to 

destroy,  as  they  contained  her  confessions  and  the  advices 

which  she  had  received  on  those  occasions.     Others  were 

Li^rayers  and  devotions  to  the  Blessed  Vii^n,  or  resolutions 

i'Which  she  had  formed  after  approaching  the  sacrament  of 

tnd  her  sentiments  during  retreats.     From  this 

I  woment  to  that  of  her  final  departure,  her  time  was  almost 

V  entirely  employed  in  pious  colloquies  with  her  mother,  who, 

B  jo  lavishing  upon  her  all  the  care  that  the  most  tender  af- 

Kfection  could  suggest,  beheld  with  delight  the  beautiful  di»- 

K  Jiositions  of  her  dying  child,  who  now  spoke  as  familiarly  of 

rdeath  as  of  an  ordinary  journey,  and  tried  to  soothe  the  dis- 

8  of  those  around  her  by  words  which  only  the  most  cou- 

B  faith  could  inspire.     "Death,  death,  my  mother," 

le  would  say  in  theagony  of  her  pains;  "  it  seems  so  strange 

'  that  I  shall  be  no  more  here.     You  will  come  back,  (from 

the  graveyard,)  dearest  mother,  alone.     No  little  Rebecca 

behind  the  curtain.    But  that  is  onlyooe  side:  when  I  look 

■  III  the  other,  I  forget  all ;  you  will  be  comforted.  ...  If 

-  w"'ud  say,  Rebecca,  you  will  get  well,  I  would 

lot  wish  i'   —no,  my  dearest  Saviour  I     I  am  convinced  of 

'  an  early  death,  and  to  sin  no  more.     That 

i  the  point,  my  mother,"  throwing  her  aims  arouud  her, 

■■d  repeating,  "  sin  no  more  !"    On  the  vigil  of  All-SaJntfl, 

Beliii)    much  worse,  she  desired  to  receive  the  last  sacra- 

Beuttf  the  blessings  of  which  she  appreciated  with  the  most 


but 
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lively  faith  Tt  happened  that  her  mother  uod  heraelf  hail 
just  befuro  been  reading  and  conversing  about  the  holy  via- 
ticum nnd  extreme  unction,  bo  that  all  preparaUona  ware 
already  made.  After  these  consoling  rites  had  been  per- 
formed, in  which  she  participated  with  the  greatest  piety 
and  recollection,  she  awaited  inamentarily  the  call  of  hor 
Divine  Master,  requesting  diiferent  prayers  to  be  recited, 
her  ardent  faith  strongly  depicted  on  her  countenance,  her 
thouglils  fixed  on  God,  and  her  heart  pouring  itaelf  forth  in 
acts  of  love  and  thanksgiving  for  the  graces  then  bestowed 
upon  her.  When  her  first  communion-candle,  which  bad 
been  lighted  at  her  request,  dropped  into  tbe  socket,  she 
expressed  the  disappointment  of  a  child,  because  she  had 
hoped  that  with  the  extinction  of  the  candle  she  would  be 
Buramoned  from  the  world;  yet  she  resigned  herself  with 
the  Btrongest  nnd  tenderest  submission  of  bcr  will,  closely 
uniting  iu  the  agony  of  Jesus  in  the  garden.  Her  pains 
were  now  excruciating,  and  she  had  some  fears  lest  her  pa- 
tience might  fail,  when  the  Rev.  Mr.  Dubois  arrived,  and, 
finding  her  in  ao  pitiable  a  state,  offered  to  remain  with  her. 
For  BO  valued  a  favor  her  gratitude  was  inexpressible.  The 
presence  of  a  priest  seemed  to  arm  her  against  every  powei 
of  the  enemy;  she  even  begged  him  to  say  his  office  near 
her,  and  reminded  her  mother,  with  a  smile,  that  the  Bev. 
Mr.  Brut6  called  their  little  room  the  tabernacle  of  the  just. 
The  two  following  days  were  passed  with  increased  weakness 
and  pain.  "  Our  God !  our  God  !"  esolaima  Mother  Seton, 
hour  for  an  object  every  moment  expected  1 
but  poor  Rebecca's  hours  and  agonies  are  known  to  yoa 
alone ! — her  meek,  submissive  look,  artless  appeals  of  sonow, 
id  unutterable  distress  : — the  hundred  little  acts  uf  piety 
that  All-Souls  day,  so  sad  and  sorrowful, — tbe  fears  of  th« 
poor  mother's  heart,  her  bleeding  heart,  for  patience  and 
perseverance  in  so  weak  a  child, — tbe  silent,  long  looks  at 
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«u1i  other, — feare  of  interfering  in  any  way  vikh  tha  d». 
ngns  of  infinite  We  : — oh  that  day  and  night  and  followiog 
day !  The  reverend  Superior  told  her  he  would  not  wish 
her  dcfferings  shortened ;  she  qaietly  gave  np,  felt  her  pulae 
no  iiiure,  inquired  no  more  about  going,  or  what  hour  it  was, 
but,  with  her  heart  of  sorrow  pictured  on  hur  countenance, 
looking  now  at  the  cruci&s,  again  at  her  mother,  aeemed  to 
miud  nothing  else."  In  thia  full  union  of  her  houI  with 
God,  and  with  words  of  comfort  to  those  around  bcr,  she 
foil  into  her  agony,  and  her  head  sank  upon  the  bosom  of 
her  mother,  while  her  spirit  took  its  flight  above.  "  This," 
nys  an  eye-witness,  "  was  the  moment  of  victory  over  na- 
tnro."  When  Mother  Scton  had  helped  to  lay  the  little 
gorpHo  on  the  bed,  having  embraced  it  with  the  tender 
words,  "  My  Uebccca,  my  darling,"  sho  turned  toward  one 
of  the  Eisters,  saying,  "  My  dear  sister,  bring  me  a  change 
of  linen  ]  now  that  my. chains  are  broken,  I  will  bless  the. 
Lord-"  Baising  her  eyes  and  arms  in  a  holy  transport  to< 
murd  heaven,  she  exclaimed,  ''  0  my  Lord  !  my  darling  ia 
irith  you ;  she  will  no  more  be  in  danger  of  offending  yon ; 
%  give  her  to  you  with  all  my  soul,"  In  making  thia  offer- 
ing to  God,  Mother  Seton  felt  the  full  honor  and  happiness 
(tf  returning  pure  and  holy  into  his  hands  tho  child  of  het 
kosom,  who,  though  ao  young,  was  adorned  with  every 
■Christian  virtue,  and  of  whom  it  may  be  truly  said,  with 
Ae  inspiied  writer,  that  her  brief  career  had  fulfilled  tho 
kopes  of  a  long  existence.  Nature,  indeed,  would  urge  its 
aJaima;  the  tears  of  affeution  would  flow  in  homage  to  so 
inch  worth  J  bat  faith  was  ever  triumphant,  joy  and  grati- 
pervading  the  heart  where  grief  could  eo  justly  have 
permitted  to  enter.  Mother  Seton  thus  wrote  to  a 
end,  announcing  the  loss  of  her  daughter ; — "  You  only 
1  understand  her  delight  and  triumphs  in  the  last  sacra* 
iDt8,  and  dearest  hopes  through  the  diviuc  sacrilivc  of  ths 


'AGS  TBB    LIFK    OP 

iLttar,  ctea  after  dentil.  I  could  give  jou  no  possible  iilea 
of  the  peace,  swectueas,  furtitude,  and  piety  of  that  bcauliful 
soni,  which  ehoae  so  well  and  bo  purely  on  hor  face,  tliat 
from  being  only  a  good-lookiog  child,  as  when  you  lojit  guw 
her,  she  became  a  real  beauty  even  in  death.  High,  high 
up  your  heart,  dearest  friend ;  no  sad  and  unavailing  re- 
grets ;  sec  her  now  where  she  ia,  and  that  will  silence  all." 
Bat  in  writing  to  her  absent  son,  in  reference  to  the  sama 
event.  Mother  Seton  displays  all  the  heroic  sentiments  of 
her  heart ; — 

"  My  Houl's  W ,  what  would  I  give  to  be  with  you  st 

the  moment  you  hear  the  lost  sad  anticipated  newa  for  whicb 
all  my  maoj  late  letters  have  been  preparing  you  I  There  are 
momenta,  my  son,  whea  gratitude  to  Ood  must  overrule  even 
the  tendereKt;  deepest  feelings  of  nature;  and  this  is  one, 
ray  beloved ;  for  scarcely  could  you  be  more  sure,  if  you  had 
Been  your  Rebecca  ascend  in  the  form  of  an  angel  to  heaven, 
that  she  was  actually  there,  than  you  may  be  through  faith, 
after  the  death  we  have  witnessed.  It  would  be  too,  too 
selfish  in  us  to  have  wished  her  ineipresaible  sufieriogs  pro- 
longed and  her  secure  bliss  deferred  for  onr  longer  poBses- 
sion  of  this  dear  creature,  though  in  her  I  have  lost  the 
little  friend  of  my  heart,  who  read  every  pain  or  joy  of  it, 
and  soothed  by  the  most  doting  affection  every  daily  care, — 
the  darling  of  my  soul  though  her  so  unesampled  sufferings 
and  patience.  Yet  I  look  up  with  joy,  and  fee!  only  for 
you,  so  far  away.  She  said  often,  if  it  was  possible  to  show 
herself  to  you  she  would;  but  one  thing  she  was  sure  oui 
Lord  would  not  refuse,- — to  let  her  see  you;  and,  from  tba 
heavenly  graces  he  tiivored  her  with  in  this  world,  we  may 
well  think  he  would  deny  her  nothing. 

"It  is  not  possible  to  givn  you  a  true  idea  of  the  virtues 
of  Rebecca:  her  beauty  of  soul  and  body  increased  daily  even 
to  the  arms  of  death.     Your  last  letter  arrived  the  day  be- 
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I  (ore  she  died,  while  ahe  was  even  in  her  long  ai^ny,    I  told 

r  your  tender  love,  and  ahe  raised  her  eyes  to  the  crucifix, 

jssing  you  with  love  in  every  feature,  yet  the  eipreasion 

fe  of  distress  which  she  always  felt  only  for  you — the  only  re. 

I  gret  she  ever  expressed  for  this  world.     'Tell  him  only  to 

I  meet  me,'  ahe  would  say.  and  never  could  bear  ua  to  speak 

■of  you  but  for  a  moment.'    In  the  arma  and  on  the  doting 

heart  of  her  mother  ahe  gave  the  last  sigh.     Nine  weeks, 

night  and  day,  I  had  her  in  my  arma, — even  eating  my  meal 

vith  one  hand  often  behind  her  pillow,  while  &he  rested  on 

y  knees.     Her  pains  could  find  no  relief  or  solace  hut  in 

!r  own  poor  mother,  ao  happy  to  hear  them  with  her  that 

I  truly  it  has  in  no  way  hurt  me."     November  21,  1816. 

TJnder  this  painful  trial,  it  waa  a  great  consolation  to 

Mother  Seton  to  receive  from  ao  many  distinguished  and 

valued  friends  an  expreasion  of  their  aympathy  according 

perfectly  with  her  own  elevated  feelings.     Bishop  Chevema 

»of  Biffiton,  Eev.  Dr.  Matignou,  and  others,  wrote  to  her,  not 
in  a  strain  of  condolence,  but  congratulating  her  on  the  hap- 
piness of  herself  and  the  child  whom  she  had  so  successfully 
trained  to  be  the  companion  of  angels.  The  following 
language  of  Kev.  Mr.  Moranvillfi,  the  saintly  pastor  of  St. 
Patrick's  Church  in  Baltimore,  will  convoy  the  sentimenta 
Mjot  all  and  show  the  high  esteem  which  waa  enlcrtained  for 
^Bfte  character  of  Miaa  Seton. 

^^    "  Our  dear  Rebecca  has  at  last  met  a  better  change.     She 

ia  now  in  the  emhmoes  of  Him  whom  she  ao  ardently  loved. 

Her  last  trials,  borne  with  such  unalterable  joy  and  in  a 

»itate  of  so  great  purity  of  mind  and  heart,  have  no  doubt 

entitled  her  to  the  long- wished- for  reward.     No  doubt  aha 

Miotr  looks  with  complacency  upon  her  mother  and  her  fricnda 

^be  has  left,  behind,  and  solicits  for  us  all  a  share  in  the 

fcjleascd  portion  she  now  enjoys  forever.     Happy  child !  takes 

^n  the  very  bud  of  lite,  and  permitted  only  to  live  long 


enoQgh  to  flecure  to  herself,  bybcrmcritaand  virtue,  areTer- 
fading  cniwal  Dear  Motbcr,  I  coold  not  but  rejoice  at 
your  situation,  in  hearing  so  many  edifying  things  of  thi^ 
child  of  blessiDg  She  waa  long  since  ripe  for  a  blisafiil  im- 
mortiility;  and  the  Lord,  who  has  taken  her  away  from  your 
presence,  has  comforted  you  with  this  reviying  hope.  We 
pray  for  her  more  for  our  own  interest  than  from  a  eensa  of 
bet  being  in  want  of  any  assistance."'"' 

It  waa  a  great  happiocsa  for  Mother  Seton  that  she  oould 
contemplate  with  joy  those  of  her  children  who  were  yet 
travelling  the  journey  of  life,  as  well  aa  those  whom  she 
had  already  yielded  into  the  hands  of  God. 

While  she  was  devoting  herself  unceasingly  to  their  true 
welfare,  the  institution  over  which  she  presided  was  faal 
rising  in  importance.  The  steady  increase  in  the  number 
of  liistors  and  pupils  at  St,  Joseph's,  with  the  fervent  proe- 
liee  of  the  Christian  virtues  that  prevailed  there,  was  a  proof 
that  the  Almighty  still  favored  it  with  his  bcnedielioiu 
According  to  the  constitutions  of  the  sisterhood,  a  second 
election  fur  the  appointment  of  a  Mother-superior  had  been 
held  on  the  20th  of  July,  1815,  which  resulted  in  the  rett- 
ing of  Mother  Seton  in  the  ofGce  which  she  bad  already  so 
ably  filled.  Sister  Elizabeth  Boyle  was  appointed  Assistant- 
Mother  ;  Sister  Margaret  George  continued  the  duties  of 
Treasurer,  and  Bister  Joanna  Smith  entered  upon  the  office 
of  Proeuratrix.  About  the  same  time,  three  of  the  ststera — 
Bridget  Farrel,  Ann  Gmber,  and  Anastasis  Nabbs — wore 
sent  to  Mt,  St.  Mary's  College,  "  full  of  desire,"  saja  Mother 
Seton,  "  to  relieve  the  oares  of  theit  dear  superior,  and  make 
some  little  return  of  bis  long  labora  for  the  house,  by  trying 
to  serve  his  interesting  establishment  there."  The  Rev.  Mr 
Dubois  still  continued  his  eminent  services  to  St.  Joseph'i 
BoauQunity,  amid  his  other  arduous  occupations,  wbieh 
liteiall;  overwhelmed  him,  partioolarly  since  the  depuian 
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'■qf  Hev.  Mr.  Brute  for  Europe.  Ho  waa  often tiuits  obliged 
abstain  from  his  meals  on  account  of  the  fatigue  under 
wbicfa  he  labored;  and  it  was  uselesi"  to  repreBcnt  to  him 
the  necBBsity  of  paying  more  regard  t«  his  health,  for  lji> 
enterprising  spirit  and  indcfatigalde  seal  made  him  indiffer- 
ent to  his  personal  wants.**  Under  these  circumstances,  to 
reooivo  the  aid  of  the  sisters  was  a  great  relief  to  him  in  his 
reaponsiblo  charge;  while  their  superior  management  iu  at- 
tending to  the  infirmary,  cluthea-ruom,  and  other  depart- 
ments of  the  bousehoid,  contributed  mii(;h  to  elcvato  the 
college  in  the  public  estimation.  This  was  the  second  mia- 
sion  which  the  Sisters  of  Charity  undertook  out  of  the  mo- 
l^er-house. 

Such  was  the  progress  of  the  institution,  when  its  chief 
superior,  the-  Most  Eev.  John  Carroll,  Archbishop  of  BaJti- 
niore,  was  called  to  his  reward  on  the  3d  of  December,  in 
Ihe  eightieth  year  of  his  age  and  the  twenty-sixth  of  hia  epia. 

»eopal  career.    The  profound  grief  which  this  event  esctted, 
(lot  only  within  the  limits  of  his  diocese,  hut  over  the  whole 
country,  was  particularly  felt  at  St.  Joseph's  sisterhood,  in 
the  establishment  and  governmaut  of  which  he  had  so  largely 
Go-operated.      lie  had  watched  its  progress  with  the  deepest 
ioterost;  and  he  had  the  high  satisfaction,  before  he  left  the 
^RHiorld,  to  see  it  advancing  in  usefulness  and  promising  to 
^■jj^come  an  instruuient  of  the  most  extensive  good  for  the 
Hl^jiierioan  Church.     For  Mother  Seton  and  her  family  he 
^faad  alwaj>s  cherished  a  peculiar  iegj,rd,  and,  accustomed  at 
^Ue  was  to  rely  much  on  the  wisdom  of  hia  counsels,  hia 
'«5eath  was  a  severe  stroke  to  her,  although  she  bowed  with 
^nbiuission  to  the  decrees  of  Providence. 

■  One  iln^heiud  to  Mothe[SetnD,laugbi>ig,  "Vou  8ce  my  bnirentr  I 
■:«>«t  (ha  b&rher  in  tlia  woods,  nod  I  sal  down  on  n  alone  tu  let  him  do  U 
■_H,iiir:  (ice  !i  Ro  K'ws  "I  h.:inc."     Tliin  inoidunt  unfiilda  (be  wbol*  oh*. 
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Arclibtahop  Carroll  was  sncceeded  in  the  metropoTitu 
tee  by  his  coadjutor,  the  Rt,  Rev.  Leonard  Neale,  who,  woti 
oat  with  Bge  and  infirmity,  applied  without  delay  to  the 
Holy  See  to  haTe  Bishop  Chovenis  of  BosUin  aasociated  wita 
him  in  the  episeopal  charge.  For  the  purpose  of  oonferriag 
with  him  on  this  important  buaineaa.  Bishop  Ncale  invited 
him  to  Baltimore,  and  on  his  arrival  made  known  to  him  bit 
wishca  and  the  request  which  he  had  presented  to  the  Sove- 
reign Pontiff;  but  he  could  not  obtan  the  consent  of  Bishop 
Chevems  to  be  separated  from  his  cherished  flock  in  New 
England.  He  availed  himself,  however,  of  hia  visit,  to  re- 
ceive at  his  hands  the  pallium — the  badge  of  bis  arcbiepis- 
copal  rank  and  authority.  This  ceremony  took  place  in  the 
parish  church  at  Geoi^town,  on  the  24th  of  November, 
1816.  In  a  letter  of  Bishop  Cheverus  to  Mother  Seton,  he 
informed  her  of  this  circumstunue,  adding  that  at  an  early 
hour  on  the  same  day  he  had  celebrated  mass  in  the  chapel 
of  the  Visitation  Convent,  where  the  edifying  scene  around 
him  recalled  vividly  to  his  mitid  and  heart  the  happy  mo- 
ments which  he  had  spent  six  years  before  among  the  pious 
linmates  of  St.  Joseph's.  Nor  could  he  refrain,  on  this  occa- 
■sion,  when  circumstances  had  brought  him  so  near  his  vene- 
rated friend,  the  Mother-superior  of  the  sisterhood,  from 
paying  another  visit  to  her  excellent  institution.  Ilis  stay 
at  Emmettfibnr^  was  short;  but  it  was  fruitful  in  the  con- 
solations of  their  mutual  faith.  The  terms  in  which  he  al- 
ludes to  the  occaxiun  show  at  once  the  pleasure  and  edifioa- 
tion  which  he  had  received  and  which  he  had  diffused 
BTound  him: — "The  Sth  and  9th  of  December,  treapnred  ap 
in  the  memory  and  affections  of  my  heart  1  Vour  excellent 
sisters,  their  happy  and  edifying  pupils,  the  mother  with  hei 
children  in  heaven  and  on  earth, — all,  oil  in  my  heart  and  io 
my  pra.yers,  and  will  nlwiiya  be  !"  ^h 

Since  the  esUblishmcnt  of  the  aistorhood,  tho  prop«|^| 
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Pirhicli  belanged  to  it  had  been  held  in  the  name  of  tbe  Rev. 
Mr.  Oooper,  its  generous  benefactor,  and  others;  but,  as  tbe 
inBtitution  waa  now  floarishing,  and  its  meana  were  likely  to 
increase,  it  wiis  considered  prudent  to  obtain  for  the  society 
an  act  of  incorporation,  in  order  to  guard  against  any  diffi- 
culties that  might  arise  from  imperfection  or  informality  in 
their  legal  tenure.  When  the  subject  was  mentioned  to 
Muther  Seton,  she  asked  what  advantages  would  be  derived 
from  the  incorporation  of  the  sisterhood,  and  she  was  told 
that  one  of  the  principal  objects  of  the  measure  was  to  ob- 
bkin  for  the  sisters  the  right  to  "  sue  and  be  sued."  '*  I  can- 
not think  that  an  advantage,"  she  replied;  but,  as  the  friends 
of  the  establishment  recommended  the  step,  she  was  pleased 
that  it  should  be  adopted.  An  act  for  the  incorporation  of 
the  sisterhood  was  passed  by  tbe  legislature  of  Maryland,  in 
January,  1817,  principally  through  the  esertiona  of  Qeneral 
Harper.*     Immediately  after  tliia,  the  farm  occupied  by  tbe 

Kters  was  transferred  to  theiu  in  their  own  right  by  those 
o  had  previously  held  it.  As  a  mark  of  the  divine  pro- 
lion  over  St.  Joseph's  community,  it  ia  worthy  of  remark 
Vhat  an  effort  was  made  by  Mr.  Emmett,  who  formerly  owned 
'Che  land  belonging  to  the  sisters,  with  a  large  portion  of  the 
surrounding  country,  to  recover  the  possession  of  it.  Under 
*;he  pretence  of  thero  being  n  ilaw  in  tbe  early  deeds,  by 
'■*rhich  tbe  property  had  paaaed  from  hia  hands,  be  instituted 
^^  suit  against  the  siiiterbood  which  threatened  to  involve  it 
S  n  difficulty.  But  Providence  did  not  permit  the  schemes 
^;*f  injustice  to  prevail.  Motlier  Seton  and  her  community 
^*^d  recourse  to  prayer.  One  morning,  aflor  they  bad  in- 
"^^oked  in  a  special  manner  the  divine  protection,  that  the 


tu  wflB  tbirtj.five  ojsi  nnd  twenty-fnur  n 
n  of  kntmlcdgo  nud  Iho  relief  of  suffori 
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legtil  c«iiU»t  inUi  wliich  ihej  had  been  drawn  miglit  have  t 
iBTonhlt!  idsiic,  tlic  intclligeucc  wua  brought  Ihcm  that  Mr. 
Kmmett,  while  walking  through  the  Btrecta  uf  the  village 
which  bore  his  name,  ihongh  apparently  in  good  hedth,  bad 
Baddenlj  fallen  and  expinMl.  The  CTcnt  pruduced  a  great 
aensatiuQ  thmughont  the  country,  nnd  was  consiJcred  na  aa 
intervention  of  the  Almighty  tu  arrest  the  further  progn^s 
of  injustice  against  hia  pious  servants.  In  fact,  the  death 
of  Mr.  Knmiett  put  an  end  to  the  proccedingB  in  court. 

While  CJod  was  thus  watching  over  the  welfare  of  St.  JtK 
acph'a  community,  he  was  opening  a  wider  field  for  the  exer- 
cise of  its  noble  charity.  New  York,  emulating  the  example 
of  Philadelphia,  applied  for  the  services  of  the  Eistcrs  and 
obtained  them.  The  request  was  presented  through  the  lit. 
Rev.  Dr.  Conolly,  bishop  of  the  former  city.  It  being  the 
native  place  of  Mother  Seton,  the  selection  of  the  sisters 
who  would  be  sent  thither  was  a  matter  of  no  iimall  import- 
ance, as  they  who  were  to  represent  her 'abroad  in  the  life  of 
perfection  which  she  had  embraced  would  be  narrowly 
watched  by  her  former  acquaintances,  and  would  reflect  honor 
or  discredit  upon  her  profession  according  to  their  ability 
and  faithfulness  in  attending  to  the  duties  of  their  chai^ 
The  mission  was  confided  to  the  care  of  Sister  Rom  White, 
whose  leal,  piety,  and  engaging  manners  had  already  contri- 
buted vastly  to  the  snocess  of  the  orphan  aeyluin  in  Phila- 
delphia, and  eminently  qualiUcd  her  fi^  undertaking  an  in- 
stitution of  the  same  kind  in  thci;ity  of  New  York.  She  set 
out  for  that  place  with  two  other  members  of  the  Kucioty — 
Sister  Cecilia  O'Coiiway  and  Sister  Felicit<S  Brady — on  the 
20th  of  June,  1817,  and  commenced  in  an  humble  way  an 
institution  which  was  destined  to  become,  in  the  course  of 
time,  a  most  flourishing  house  of  orphans.  On  this  ocett- 
uon,  as  before,  Mother  ReL^n  delivered  eonci.se  but  ciimpre- 
hensive  iiisLnictiony  to  her  gpirituul  duughtcm,  roiomu^ad- 
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tog  to  tbem  especially  a  spirit  of  union  and  uhnrity  among 
tlicrnselTes,  fidelity  to  their  rules,  and  a,  kind  maaDer  to 
strangers.  By  obserring  ber  wise  counBela  the  sisters  sua- 
ceeded  in  their  work  of  charity;  it  went  on  prospering  and 
triuniphiug  over  all  the  diflicultiea  which  are  usoally  met 
with  in  the  conimeueemeut  of  such  undertakings,  until  it 
biuj  risen  to  a  degree  of  usofulness  unsurpassed  by  any  other 
institutioQ  of  the  kind  in  the  United  States.  Wheu  the 
sisters  went  to  New  York,  they  occupied  as  an  asylum  a 
Bmall  frame  house  which  stood  on  the  sit*  of  the  present 
Hpaoious  building  in  Prince  Street,  and  only  five  orphans 
were  confided  to  their  care  during  the  first  twelve  months. 
In  the  coarse  of  another  year  the  number  bud  increased  to 
twenty-eight,  one-tbird  of  whom  were  boys.*'"' 

Shortly  after  Mother  Seton  had  sent  a  eolony  of  her 
Bpiritual  children  to  New  York,  she  had  the  joy  of  agiun 
embracing  in  her  arms  ber  eldest  son.  During  his  stay 
abroad  she  had  never  failed  to  direct  him  by  her  enlightened 
counsels,  bis  practical  respect  for  which  filled  her  with  inex- 
pressible consolation.  "  I  see  well,"  she  wrote  to  him,  "  that 
integrity  and  filial  love  overrule  all  your  youthful  and  natu- 
ral feelings,  and  I  can  but  be  most  grateiiil  to  our  Qod  and 
you  that  tbey  have  hi  long  held  you  under  circumstances  so 
painful  to  you;  for  now  I  have  gained  my  main  object  in 
parting  with  you,  my  beloved  son,  which  was  not  so  much  to 
Sx  you  with  affluent  friends,  or  in  a  tide  of  fortune,  as  to 
you  time  to  know  yourself  a  little,  to  know  the  worid  a 
tttle,  and  to  overcome  your  firat  ardent  propensity  for  the 


B  been    romovBd  from  the  hou 
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nsTj — whtct  I  know  is  even  now  l.ha  pRRsion  of  your  lieart; 
yet  I  would  be  unjust  to  our  tender  aifectiuu  if  I  witlihelU 
my  whole  mind  from  jou,  who  have  so  well  unfolded  youn 
to  iiic,  and  should  conceiil  from  yoQ  my  fea.rfl,  not  for  yoor 
dear  person,  my  darling  aon,  hut  for  the  deitr  immortal  ol>- 
ject  whicU  your  deceused  sisters  would  now  solicit  you  foi 
even  mure  earnestly  thiin   your  poor  mother.       My  soul's 

W ,  I  need  not  tell  you  to  rise  ahove  the  clouds  that 

surround  ua.  You  know  well  euouL'h  that  we  moat  pass  our 
course  of  triuls  with  the  rest  of  human  hcings;  those  who 
have  least  of  them  are  not  the  most  enviahle.  For  my  part, 
I  would  think  all  the  pains  I  ever  endured  fully  rewarded 
by  the  sweet  and  uuspeaknblc  pleasure  I  received  in  reading 
your  seotimcuts  of  love  and  duty  contained  in  your  last  let- 
ters." What  WHS  the  joy  of  the  meeting  between  such  a 
mother  iind  such  a  son,  after  a  separation  of  mure  than  two 
years,  mny  be  nioie  easily  imagined  than  described.  Pur- 
BUJng  his  bent  for  the  naval  profession,  Mr.  Setou,  after 
some  montha'  stay  near  his  beloved  parent,  embarked  on  a 
cruise  of  three  years.  The  eiprcssioos  of  respect  and  love 
in  wliich  he  wrote  to  her  on  the  eve  of  his  departure  are 
worthy  of  his  mind  and  heart. 

"For  the  third  time  I  sit  down  to  address  you  a  few 
lines.  .  .  .  I  know  your  dearest  heart  is  always  near  me,  and 
I  can  truly  say,  that  employed  or  at  leisure,  in  bed  or  on  my 
wateh,  your  dear  image  is  never  absent  from  me.  When  I 
think  of  my  little  room  at  the  Mountuin  and  my  daily  visits 
to  St.  Joseph's,  and  compare  them  with  my  present  situa- 
tion, I  cannot  but  wonder  at  my — I  could  almost  call  it 
infatuation,  in  ever  wishing  to  leave  a  spot  where  now,  i! 
scema,  I  could  be  happy  for  life;  but  there  is  something 
which  impels  me  forward.  Surely,  as  some  writer  says,  Ihera 
is  a  tide  in  fate;  else  I  cannot  conceive  what  could  havB 
taken  mc  from  you.      Yet,  I  look  forward  with  pleasure  U) 


MRB.   K,    A.    BETOIT.  STO 

^e  time,  if  it  please  Qod  to  BpRre  ine,  when  I  stall  ngsin 
told  you  iu  my  arms.     Till  then  we  must  be  content  to  reatl 
ich  tithsr'a  thoughts."'"' 
The  place  yacated  by  Mr,  William  Seton  in  the  mercati- 
*tilo  astabliahment  of  Mr.  Filicchi  at  Leghorn  haTing  been 
offered  to  his  brother  Richard,  Mother  Seton  embraced  with 
thankfulness  the  opportnnity  of  locating  her  second  son  in 
■0  favorable  a  situation  for  bej^inning  the  world.     He  ao- 
oordingly  set  out  for  Italy  in  the  autanm  of  1817,  after  re- 
ceiving from  his  excellent  parent  the  necessary  counsels  to 
jgnide  him  in  hia  new  position. 
^L    About  the  time  of  hia  departure,  Mother  Seton  and  her 
^Epommunity  had  the  pleasure  of  receiving  a  viait  from  the 
Bitt.  Eev.  William  V.  Duhourg,  who  had  been  the  chief  in- 
gtmrnent  with  her  in  the  foundation  of  the  sisterhood  at 
Emmettfiburg,  and  its  first  ecclesiastical  superior.     Return- 
ing from  Rome,  where  he  had  been  consecrated  Bishop  of 
^^few  Orleans,  be  could  not  deny  himself  the  satisfaction  of 
^Bnewing  the  progress  of  an  institution  with  whose  interests 
^Hte  had  been  so  immediately  connected,  but  from  which  he 
bad  been  for  several  years  far  removed  in  the  discbarge  of 
other  arduous  duties.      He  now  witnessed  the  abundant 
fmits  of  the  undertaking  which  he  had  originally  suggested 
^Und  BO  earnestly  promoted.      The  little  niusturd-seed  had 
^Bprung  up  into  a  tree  of  stately  growth,  and  was  diffusing  far 
^■md  wide  itfi  refreshing  shade.     The  sisterhood,  with  upward 
of  thirty  memberE,  filled  with  zeal  for  their  sauctification, — 
the  academy,  with  more  than  seventy  pupils,  who  were  receiv- 
iug  the  blessings  of  a  solid  and  religions  education, — orphans 
ai  home  and  abroad  sheltered  from  the  frowns  of  a  pitiless 
world,  under  the  maternal  care  of  the  SiBtere  of  Charity, — 
suub  was  the  gratifying  spectacle  which  St.  Joseph's  House 
pix^seoted,  and  the  contemplation  of  which  could  not  hut 
^Mwaken  sentiments  of  mutual  and  most  lively  joy  between 
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him  and  Mother  Sekin.  During  liia  atay  at  Emmcllsbnrg, 
Bishop  Dubvurg  administered  the  mcramctit  of  confirmar 
tion  to  several  of  the  pupils  and  DOTlcee.  After  having 
taken  a,  last  farewell  of  the  institution,  he  addressed  a  vet; 
friendly  letter  to  its  venerated  superioress,  in  which  he  says: — 
"In  a  few  days  I  am  to  launch  into  the  career  allotted  to 
me.  Fray  that  I  niay  ru(  it  to  the  term  with  unwearied 
cODatuney,  not  withstanding  the  great  obstacles  that  may  ba 
thrown  in  my  way.  Pray  that  I  may  become  the  model  of 
my  flock,  and  that,  by  avoiding  all  those  faults  which  perhaps 
were  the  cause  of  my  failure  in  my  first  attempt,  I  may  de- 
serve to  be  the  instrument  of  the  mercy  of  my  Ciod  upon  so 
many  thousand  ignorant,  deluded,  or  corrupt  souls,  whose 
salvation  is  in  a  certain  measure  committed  to  my  care.  Ob, 
my  dear  Mother,  what  a  char^ !  J^nough  to  moke  one  sink 
under  its  weight,  if  a  proportionate  assistance  should  for  a 
moment  he  withdrawn.     Pity  me,  and  pray  for  me.''*' 

la  the  month  of  Febniary,  1818,  the  church  at  Em- 
mettsburg  suffered  a  severe  loss,  by  tlio  death  of  the  Rev. 
Charles  Buhamcl,  who  had  for  several  years  attended  the 
congregation  of  the  villugo  and  occasionnlly  assisted  the 
Rev.  Mr.  Dubois  in  his  duties  at  the  sisterhood.  He  had 
formerly  exercised  the  holy  ministry  at  Cayenne,  in  Prench 
Ouiana,  whither  he  had  been  sent  from  the  seminary  d« 
ifiainl  Enprit  at  Paris,  in  1784,  together  with  the  Hev. 
Messrs.  Moroiivill6  and  H^rard,  his  fellow-students  in  the 
same  institution.  His  physical  strength,  however,  was  fur 
from  being  equal  to  the  labors  of  that  trying  inission,  and  he 
came  to  the  United  States,  where  he  was  appointed  by  Arch- 
bishop Carroll  to  the  pastoral  chai'ge  of  Hagerstown,  In 
Maryland,  and  subsequently  to  that  of  the  eongregatioD  of 
Emniettsbut^.*     He  was  a  zealous  and  energetic  priest,  uikI 
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pBn6ti»«d  important  services  m  tie  last-mentioned  eitaation; 
but  the  bodily  infirmities  which  he  suffered  frequently  inter. 
rapt«d  hie  useAil  labors,  tind  at  length  terminated  his  life. 
"  By  the  loss  of  Rev.  Mr.  Duhamcl,  Mr.  Dubois  felt  mora 
Ifbsarily  the  pressure  of  his  multiplied  snd  arduous  occupa- 
beUB.     His  onerous  duties  at  Mt.  St.  Maiy's  College  and  St. 
Hweph'e  sisterhood  and  academy,  which  were  steadily  in- 
'  oreaeiog,  together  with  those  of  his  parochial  charge,  maxie  it 
absolutely  uecessury  that  he  should  faa.ye  the  aid  of  some 
active  aud  efficient  clergyman.     This  was  the  more  requisite 
as  the  Kev.  John  Uiokey,  who  had  for  several  years  assisted 
bim  ID  bis  miniBtemI  functions,  was  bood  recalled  to  St. 
Mary's  College  in  Baltimore.     Tbc  ardent  zeal  and  indomi- 
table energy  of  Mr.  Dubois  could  alone  have  sustained  him 
amid  the  labors  and  difGculties  of  his  situation.     Since  the 
year  1813,  the  course  of  study  at  the  college  bad  been  con- 
siderably enlarged.     Besides  the  elementary  branches  of  an 
English  education,  the  French  language  had  been  introduced, 
and  the  Latin  and  Greek  mare  extensively  taiight;  to  which 
Wore  added  the  higher  departments  of  mathematics,  with  a 
course  of  rhetoric  and  moral  philosophy.      "As  the  original. 
design  of  Ht.  St.  Mary's  Seminary  was  to  prepare  young 
men  for  the  study  of  theology,  those  of  the  students  who 
gave  evidence  of  a  true  vocation  were  transferred  to  St. 
Mary's  Seminary,  at  Baltimore,  as  soon  aa  their  preparatory 
studies  were  completed.     So  eagar  was  Mr,  Dubois  to  supply 
that  great  want  of  our  country, — i  body  of  educated  and  edi- 
^fying  priests, — so  improvident  almost  in  the  liberality  with 
-which  be  opened  the  doors  of  bis  humble  institution  to  all 
"^ho  longed  to  devote  themselves  to  the  work  of  the  holy 
Kuinistry,  that  he  furnished  from  year  l«  year  a  considerable 
toumbcr  of  ecclesiastical  candidates,  most  of  whom  have  sinoB 
ttecoiuc  ornaments  of  the  sanctuary,  to  which,  in  all  proba- 
%)iltty,  they  would  never  have  been  admitted  but  for  the  littls 
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Durserj  tUen  established  near  Emiiiettsburg.  When  it  ii 
remembered  that  Mr.  Ihiboia  came  from  Frederick  penoi- 
leas, — that  oil  his  property  was  acquired  od  credit, — that  be 
was  continually  making  expensive  improvements, — and  when  * 
it  is  added  that  he  "was  frequently  imposed  upon  in  his  deal- 
ings with  others, — that  his  uccounts  were  not  strictly  kept, 
aud  thut  however  poor  and  straitened,  he  could  never  turn  a 
deaf  ear  to  the  cry  of  want,  and  did  not  hesitate  even  cot  of 
bis  own  poverty  to  aid  other  meritorious  undertakings, — we 
cuDUOt  be  eurpri£«d  that  he  should  soon  Gnd  himself  cmbai- 
rsssed  and  almost  overwhelmed  by  pecuniary  difiScuItiea. 
Still  he  struggled  ou  with  his  charactnristio  energy  end  per- 
severance, with  a  noble,  sejf-sacrifieing  devotion  to  hia  good 
cause,  and  with  a  firm  reliance  on  the  protection  of  God. 
He  was  cheered,  too,  by  the  visits,  aud  aided  and  encouraged 
by  the  friendly  counsels,  of  the  first  Archbishop  of  Balti- 
more, of  the  sweet  and  saintly  Cheverus,  and  of  Mr.  Da- 
bourg,  the  prime  mover  in  many  of  the  greatest  works  that 
have  beeu  uud'tTtjikeu  in  this  country  for  tbe  promotion  of 
education  and  religion."*  As  superior  of  the  institationi 
.under  hia  charge,  Mr.  Dubois  enjoyed  the  highest  regard 
and  confidence.  "  He  was  respected  and  beloved  by  his 
teachers  and  pupils.  He  wai  dignified,  witbont  being  dis- 
tant; always  kind  aud  amiable,  yet  firm  iu  exacting  diligence 
and  maintaining  discipline.  He  took  evident  pleasure  in 
applauding  and  rewarding.  He  always  carried  with  him  the 
iifioction  and  admiration  of  those  about  bim."f  In  the  hap- 
py results  of  his  paternal  and  successful  administratiou  he 
found  a  true  solace  and  compensatiou  under  the  trying  and 
oftentimes  disheartening  circumstances  of  bis  position,  while 
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I  he  was  greatly  reliuvotl  in  his  ni'dtinua  iliitLHH  by  tlie  youug 
[  mun  who  were- asp i rants  to  the  ttiinutuory.  But  hiB  chief 
f  consolation  and  support  were  derived  from  "the  friendship 
I  and  co-opemtJDn  <it'  hiiu  who  wue  justly  styled  '  the  aogel- 
lian  of  the  mountain.'"  This  was  the  Eev.  Mr.  Brutfi, 
a  already  known  to  the  reader.  Sinee  his  return  from 
£arope,  in  the  autumn  of  1815,  be  bad  been  presideut  uf  St. 
'  tMary's  College  at  BaJtimore,  and  filled  that  office  with  di»- 
'tinction.  In  tlie  rising  institution  at  Emmettsboi^  he  felt 
~$he  liveliest  interest,  and  neglected  no  opportunity  of  fur- 
Bering  its  prosperity.  "  Without  his  assistance,''  observes 
•the  writer  already  quoted,  "it  was  impossible  that  the  great 
'Works  for  the  proniotion  of  religion,  education,  and  eharity, 
cwmmenced  in  the  neighborhood  of  Emmettsburg,  should 
liave  been  successfully  carried  ou."  Mr.  Brut^  became  again 
a  resident  at  the  Mountain  and  the  assistant  of  Mr.  Ihihois,  in 
the  winter  of  1813.  Soon  after  hia  arrival  in  this  new  field 
of  labor,  the  study  of  theology  was  introduced  iuto  the  semi- 
nary, and  he  waa  appointed  professor  of  divinity  and  lecturer 
on  Sacred  Scripture.  At  the  same  time  he  bad  charge  of 
_  one  or  two  classes  in  the  collegiate  department,  where  he 
W  displayed  an  extraordioary  tact  in  the  communication  of 
lowledge.  The  institution  also  derived  coosiderable  benefit 
t  from  the  large  and  valuable  library  which  he  hud  brought 
L  with  him,  consisting  of  nearly  five  thousand  volumes.  In 
r  xldilion  to  these  occupations,  Mr.  Brute  was  pastor  of  the 
igation  at  Emmettsburg  and  confessor  to  the  growing 
I  aonununity  &t  8t.  Joseph's ;  and,  notwithstanding  the  variety 
I  >nd  importance  of  hii  duties,  he  fulfilled  them  all  with  n 
I  leal  and  ability  that  are  rarely  witnessed.  "liis  lessons 
\  of  heavenly  wisdom  and  piety,  illustrated  and  enforced  by 
f  Ua  own  example,  were  irresistible  in  their  effects,"  and 
f  ail  his  efforts  were  crowned  with  the  most  abundant  suo- 
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Mother  Seton  eiitertoiued  a  high  rpgaril  for  Mr  Brutd 
IB  a  director  of  souls,  nnd  during  his  late  resideD<:e  in  BalU- 
more,  as  well  as  previously,  bad  maintained  a  coDslaot  cor- 
respondence with  him  on  Hpiritual  subjecta.  About  the 
time  that  he  entered  npun  bis  duties  at  the  sisterhood, 
Motber  Seton  wns  luboring  under  tt  violent  inflammation  of 
the  lungs,  which  tbreutenod  to  put  an  end  to  ber  invaluabls 
life.  Wbile  others  were  filled  with  grief  at  the  uacert^un 
Btate  of  ber  health,  she  herself  rejoiced  at  the  prospect  of 
her  departure  from  this  vale  of  tears.  She  had  never  con- 
sidered herself  any  thing  more  than  the  cement  of  her  good 
sisteis;  and  now  that  the  institution,  both  as  a  house  of  reli- 
gions perfection  and  an  establishment  of  education,  had  bo- 
come  consolidated  and  promised  to  be  permanently  usefiil, 
and  ber  children  in  the  order  of  nature  hod  reached  a  ma- 
ture age,  she  thought  that  it  was  a  proper  moment  for  her  to 
leave  the  world.  She  therefore  directed  all  her  thoughts  to 
the  happiness  of  a  good  death,  which  was  the  object  of  her 
most  ardent  aspirations;  and  in  soliciting  the  prayers  of  her 
friends  she  be^;ed  them  not  only  to  dismiss  their  anxiety, 
but  to  bless  the  providence  of  God  which  seemed  to  call  her 
to  her  rest.  Writing  to  one  of  ber  former  pupils  at  this 
time,  on  the  anmversary  of  the  birth  of  ber  youngest  daugh- 
ter, she  closes  her  letter  with  a  most  lively  expression  of  her 
faith  and  her  desire  to  be  released  from  the  bonds  of  mor- 
tality:— "Itebecca's  birthday!  she  would  bo  sixteen:  but 
connts  time  do  more.  What  a  thought  I  to  go  to  her,  and  our 
AnninaI  to  go  to  GOD!"  Bishop  Cheverus,  on  reoeivin? 
the  intelligence  of  her  illness  and  of  her  desire  to  be  wiih 
Christ,  wrote  to  her,  that,  far  from  pitying,  be  envied  her 
nitnation,  hastening  aa  she  was  to  the  embraces  of  Him  who 
is  love  and  of  the  saints  of  whom  she  bad  been  the  happy 
mother.  "You  will  meet  in  heaven,"  he  contim 
venerublc  and  dearest  friend  who  is  going  to  be  taJceu  from 
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Dear  sister,  pray  that  1  luaj  bo  enduwcd  with  soma 
nrtioD  of  your  faith  unil  rcsigouliun," 

Divine  ProviUcnce,  however,  did  not  permit  thefic  two 
oly  Bouk  to  quit  the  world  together.     Dr.  MaligDon,  to 
a  Jtisbop  Cheverus  alluded,  was  bood  called  to  the  ro- 
mpense  of  hia  many  virtues,  wliile  Mother  Seton  waa  re- 
rred  for  the  greater  blessing  of  the  eoininnnity  over  which 
l«Iie  presided. ""     That  same  jear,  by  a  spotial  exception 
'vhich  the  coDstitutious  of  the  society  had  made  in  her  euso, 
Icr  eleetion  to  the  office  of  Mother  for  a  third  consecntive 
torm  was  eonfirmed.*     Ketained  in  this  responsible  situa- 
tion, sbi!  disebarged  the  duties  which  it  imposed  with  as 
iiiucb  activity  as  was  permitted  by  the  very  feeble  slate  of 
lier  health.     The  disease  which  had  seized  upon  her  cucisti- 
lutioD  was  gradually  undermining  her  strength,  and  she  held 
berself  in  readioess,  by  a  coatinnal  preparation  of  heart,  for 
the  call  of  her  heavenly  Spouse.     "I  cannot  die  one  way," 
she  wrote  to  a  friend;  "so  I  try  to  die  the  other,  and  keep 
the  straight  path  to  God  alone.     The  little  daily  lesson,  to 
keep  soberly  and  qnietly  in   his   presence,  trying  to  turn 
''Areiy  little  action  on  his  will,  and  to  pmise  and  love  through 
Jload  or  sunshine,  is  all  my  care  and  study.     Satan  offers  his 
fiiicB  from  time  to  time,  but  our  Beloved  stands  behind 
he  wall  and  keeps  tbo  wretch  at  his  distanEe." 
,  Mother  Seton  extended  her  vigilant  care  to  the  charituble 
Ts  of  faer  spiritual  daughters  abroad,  as  weU  as  to  matters 
e  immediatelj  under  ber  eye.     She  not  only  taught  them 
f  her  wise  counsels  how  to  proceed  in  the  holy  work  they 
1  andertoken,'  inculcating  maxims  of  prudence,  charity, 
1  patient  endurance  of  the  trials  they  had  to  encounter; 
a  mtched  particularly  over  their  wants,  and  manifested 

>  In  ■  latter  Id  a  Eliter  of  ChnritT,  she  silled  thia  ud  eleetian  of  Ibt 
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toward  th  ;m  in  every  respect  the  tender  solieitude  of  a 
mother  She  thiu  wrote  to  a  sister  on  one  of  the  missiooB, 
who  ira§  indispoaed,  and  a  little  dtecouraged  in  not  being 
able  to  attend  fully  to  her  charge.  "  My  own  dear  sister, 
I  take  a,  laugh  and  a  cry  at  your  flannels  and  plMt«rs 
Never  mind;  God  is  God  in  it  all.  If  you  are  to  do  hif 
work,  the  rtrength  will  be  given  you  :  if  not,  my  precioM 
child,  so[ne  one  else  will  do  it,  and  you  may  cotne  back  to  your 
comer.  No  great  affair  where  his  dear  atom  is,  if  only  hia 
will  is  done.  Peace,  dearest  soul,  from  our  Jceua.  I  look 
a  loug  look  at  our  dear  onicifix  for  you.  All  are  here  nearly 
as  you  left :  our  faithful  God  the  same !  Ever  yonr  little 
mother."  She  thus  directs  a  sister  about  to  undertake  a 
distant  charge  : — "  Knowing  as  I  do  so  well  your  heart's  full 
desire  f-o  serve  our  Lord  purely,  I  can  say  nothing  to  you, 
dearest  soul,  but  to  keep  well  to  what  you  believe  to  bo  the 
(frace  of  the  moment.  You  will  so  often  be  at  a  stand  for 
what  is  best  in  a  situation  so  new;  but  only  do  for  the  best 
as  you  always  have  done,  and  leave  the  rest  for  our  dear 
God.  Try  only  to  keep  in  mind,  as  I  know  you  wish,  to  be 
guarded  and  very  careful  in  disapproving  or  changing  any 
thing  until  you  have  been  there  a  while  and  can  sec  through 
the  meaning  of  every  thing.  Oh,  may  our  dear  Lord 
Htrcngtheu  you  in  that  point,  and  you  will  see  how  well  all 
will  go  after  a  little  while. .  We  separal^),  denr  child,  but 
you  go  to  do  what  we  stay  to  do, — the  dear  will  of  God, — all 
we  core  for  in  this  poor  life.  May  he  bless  you  forever!" 
On  another  occasion,  Mother  Seton  having  resolved  to  send 
abroad,  on  the  work  of  charity,  a  sister  who  had  a  partioulai 
attraction  for  a  cloistered  life,  put  into  her  hand  the  follow- 
ing instruction  previously  to  her  departure : — "  My  own  deal 
Bister  :  goiug  on  her  heavenly  errand,  and  to  crucify  sel/t 
Bad,  wicked  thing!  you  owe  it  a  good  grudge;  payilwell. 
Hy  ohild,  often  I  shall  siy  in  niy  solitude  among  a  handred, 
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['ily  sister  ia  with  you,  my  God  !  I  find  her  in  you  ;  every 
mouiont  bIic  will  beservingyou  and  lovingyijuwithmo-'  .  .  . 
LoTQ  our  Mother  aboTe :  she  will  comfort  you.  I  do  not  fuel 
the  least  UDeasiness  about  you.  If  you  Buffer,  so  mucli  the 
better  for  our  high  journey  above.  The  ou!y  fear  I  have  ia, 
that  you  will  let  the  old  string  pull  too  bard  for  aoliiudo  and 
wicnce :  bu^  look  to  the  kingdom  of  souls — the  few  to  work 
io  the  lineyard  of  our  Ijord.  This  is  not  a  country  for  soli 
ftade  and  silence,  but  for  warfare  and  crucifixion.  You  are 
Mot  to  stay  in  hia  sileot  agonies  of  the  garden  at  night,  but 
go  from  post  to  pillar,  to  the  very  fastening  of  the  cross. 
_And  mind,  my  lady,  how  you  glance  a  thought  at  pulling 
out  the  nail  which  he  put  in  with  my  hand,  while  his  own  so 

I  clear  will  hammer  it  up  to  the  very  head,  I  expect !  I  beg 
liim,  with  a  mother's  agony,  to  do  it  softly  and  tenderly 
X  would  wish  to  hold  your  dear  head  while  he  does  itj 
H)ut  he  answers,  'no  one  held  his;'  but  yet  be  will  hold 
'faimsclf,  supporting  with  one  hajid  and  fastening  with  the 
'4>ther.  My  sister,  child  of  my  soul,  to  God  I  commend 
you." 

One  of  the  objects  most  dear  to  the  heart  of  Mother 
Seton  was  the  erection  of  a  chapel  which  would  redound  to 
the  greater  honor  of  God  and  afford  better  aocoraniodations 
for  her  community.  "  We  have  a  dwelling  for  ourselves  and 
pupils,"  she  said;  "why  cannot  we  have  a  small  but  neat 
chapel  for  the  dear  Maxter  who  condescends  to  reside  auiong 
08  ou  oar  altars  ?"  Having  been  informed  by  the  treasurer 
that  the  house  was  out  of  debt  and  held  funds  to  the  amonnt 
)f  sisteen  hundred  dollara,  she  thought  that  prcpnrationa 
might  be  commenced  for  the  proposed  building.  As  soon  as 
her  health  permitted,  she  walked  over  the  premises  with 
wme  of  Ihe  sisters,  and  pointed  out  the  spot  where  the 
ehuTch  should  be  situated.  At  the  same  time,  a  portion  of 
4ie  materials  was  obtained  for  the  purpose ;  but  upon  fw- 


,  tber  tioljf>eru(ioD  it  wns  deemed,  more  pmiJeDt  ta  defei  it* 
ozecution.* 

Anotbcr  project  that  Mother  Seton  fondi;  clierisheJ 
was  to  provide  a.  suitable  building  for  the  gratuitous  iuatruc- 
tioQ  of  the  poor  ehildren  of  the  Doighborhood.  A  free  eohool 
had  been  conducted  at  St.  Joseph's  ae  fer  as  the  limited  ac- 
oommodations  of  the  house  permitted ;  but  it  waa  desirable 
to  make  better  amingcnieDle  for  this  deportmetit  of  the  in- 
Btitntion.  For  this  purpose  a.  two^torj  brick  building  wua 
erected  iu  1820,  where  the  children  of  the  poorer  class  re- 
ceived the  benefits  of  daily  inBtructton  and  were  nlso  pro- 
vided with  a  subBtautial  meal.  About  twenty  ohildreu  at- 
tended this  sehool  in  its  coramenoement,  and  were  alway§ 
objects  of  the  tenderest  care  on  the  part  of  Mother  Seton. 
A  free  school  had  also  been  opened  in  Philadelphia,  in  1818, 
for  the  children  of  the  German  Ohuroh.  Thns,  by  the  sup- 
port of  the  orphan  and  the  instmetion  of  the  poor,  did  the 
work  of  chajity  advance  toward  that  vast  system  of  benefi- 
cence which  was  to  arise  at  a  later  period  from  the  aelf- 
sacrificing  devotion  of  the  siatera  of  St.  Joseph's  community. 

While  the  community  was  thus  extending  its  usefujnesa, 
it  pleased  the  Almighty  to  call  several  of  its  more  valuahlo 
members  to  their  heavenly  reward.  The  firet  of  these  was 
Siater  Mary  Joseph  Llowollen,  who,  with  three  of  her  com- 
panions, had  entered  the  society  in  1814,  after  having  been 
candidates  for  the  order  of  Trappists.'"'  She  was  remark- 
able for  her  piety,  and  closed  her  life  on  the  25th  of  May, 
1816,  by  a  death  precious  in  the  sight  of  the  Lord.  She  waa 
'  followed  to  her  eternal  home,  the  nest  day,  by  Sister  Martina 
Quinn,  who  had  entered  the  society  in  1810.  This  young 
person  possessed  great  simplicity,  and,  during  the  six  years 
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that  ehe  pasxed  at  St.  Joseph's,  was  employed  chiefly  in  tbe 
Mademy,  where  she  made  hereelf  very  useful  by  her  talenta 
and  her  kind  and  afinble  manner.  At  the  time  of  hei  de- 
cease  she  had  Dot  jot  reached  her  twenty-second  year.  On 
the  20th  of  Deoember,  Sister  Magdalen  Gu<5rin  closed  her 
career  of  self-denial  by  a  most  peaceful  and  happy  death. 
Having  come  with  her  sister  from  La  Martinique,  in  1811, 
■be  also  accompanied  her  to  St.  Joseph's,  where  the  latter 
entered  tbe  community  as  a  candidate  for  tbe  sisterhood, 
while  she  herself  remained  there  us  a  boarder,  and  placed 
het  son  at  Mt.  St.  Mary's  College.  During  the  voyage  from 
La  Martinique  to  the  United  States,  amid  the  dangers  of  tbe 
sea,  Madame  Gu^rin  had  made  a  vow  to  wear  a  brown  droea 
for  three  months,  in  honor  of  the  Blessed  Virgin  Mary,  if 
she  reached  her  destination  tn  safety.*  On  her  arrival  at 
St.  Joseph's,  she  faithfully  fulfilled  her  obligation ;  and  such 
were  the  impressions  of  divine  grace  in  her  heart  that  she 
resolved  to  make  an  entire  offering  of  herself  to  God  in  the 
•ervice  of  her  neighbor.  Before  the  time  for  wearing  the 
brown  dreas  bad  expired,  she  requested  to  be  admitted  among 
the  candidates  of  St.  Joseph's  community,  and  afterward 
■asumed  the  name  of  Sister  Madeleine.  Having  beeuaeous- 
tomed  to  the  ease  and  luxury  of  a  West  India  life,  she  had 
many  privations  to  endure  in  her  new  situation ;  but,  led  by 
the  spirit  of  Qod,  she  cheerfully  embraced  these  opportuni- 
ties of  self-denial,  and  soon  made  rapid  progress  in  the  way 
of  perfection.  She  sought  with  avidity  the  most  humble 
offices)  and  ofentimes  her  hands,  which  were  very  delicate 


•  The  Blessed  Virgin  is  ho 
buiug  a  penitential  color,  an 
MI  act  ot  humililj  and  aelf.d 
■mUu.  This  dreu,  which 
■r  adapting  the  tume  color 


.red  by  nny  pot  of  Christi.n  virion.  Bmwo 
unnsuBl  amoug  livliei  in  the  world,  it  wu 
ibI  in  Usdume  GuSrio  to  wear  it  for  thres 
Le  won  at  SL  Joasph'a,  inggestad  the  idea 
or  tho  habit  of  the  novicne,  to  diitinguiata 
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■nd  well-fonned,  would  bleed  from  esposare  during  th« 
winter,  in  performing  the  rough  work  in  vrhich  she  waa  em- 
ployed. On  one  occnaioQ,  as  she  was  d^cending  the  stair- 
ir&y  with  a.  bucket  in  her  hand,  she  luet  the  reverend  su- 
perior, who  wuH  on  his  way  to  administer  the  Blessed  Sacra, 
meat  to  one  of  the  sisters.  Fearing  lest  she  had  manifested 
Bome  disreepect,  though  she  was  not  aware  that  the  Blessed 
Sacrament  was  paesing  ber,  she  took  the  first  opportumty  of 
going  OQ  her  knees  to  the  superior,  to  ask  his  pardon  ;  but 
ho  replied,  "  What  offence  have  you  given  1  The  God  of  all 
charity  met  a  Sister  of  Charity  performing  an  act  of  charity, 
How  could  be  be  displeased  i"'  Though  her  union  with  God 
made  ber  generally  silent,  ber  ever-ready  smile  and  obliging 
disposition  showed  that  she  was  only  the  more  willing  to 
serve  her  oompanions.  During  the  sickness  that  terminated 
her  life,  as  well  as  during  health,  she  greatly  edified  the 
oommunity  by  ber  Uvely  faith  and  fervent  piety,  and  left 
among  her  sisters  a  vivid  recollection  of  her  bright  example. 
The  following  year,  June  20,  Sister  Mary  Theresa  Kgan, 
nieoe  of  Bishop  Egan  of  Philadelphia,  died  the  death  of  the 
just,  after  the  most  diligent  efforts  to  perfect  herself  in'  the 
love  of  God.  April  21,  181S,  the  sisterhood  lost  the  edify- 
ing esBJnple  of  Sister  Ellen  Brady,  a  most  promising  novice. 
Mildness,  patience,  readiness  to  assist  and  do  her  ntmoat, 
humble  compliance  with  advice,  an  equal  temper  of  mind, 
very  willing  to  support  the  weaknesses  of  others  and  to  spare 
them  her  own, — such  were  the  characteristics  of  her  viituo. 
November  6,  died  Sister  Mary  Elizabeth  Wagner,  who  was 
bom  and  educated  in  a  Methodist  family,  but,  urged  by  di- 
vine grace,  she  was  not  sstii^ed  nutil  she  had  become  a  mem- 
ber of  the  true  Church,  which  she  designated  as  the  Church 
of  the  apostles.  "  Luther  is  Luther,"  she  used  to  say  to  her 
&mily,  who  were  not  so  solicitous  as  herself  on  the  subject  of 
religion;  "Calvin  is  Calvin;  Wesley  is  Wesley:  but  where  ii 
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the  Choreli  of  the  apoetles  ?"    With  a  view  of  obtaiuing  fur- 
ther  information  on  this  poiut,  she  was  cooducted  by  a  Catho- 
lic relative  to  St.  Joneph's,  whore  ahe  aoon  fouiid  the  object 
of  her  flearch.     She  took  great  paina  to  become  instnictod  in 
the  Cathulio  faith,  after  which  she  entered  the  novitiate,  aiid 
was  moat  happj  and  exemplary  to  her  laat  hour.     She  waa 
fallowed,  on  the  20th  of  the  same  month,  hj  Sister  Maiy 
Tgnatia  Tomej,  who  was  also  a  convert  to  the  true  faith. 
^lie  nest  year,  August  10,  oceurred  the  first  death  among 
die  sisters  employed  aa  the  miaaion  :  it  was  that  of  Sister 
<!7ainil1a  Corish,  which  took  place  at  Philadelphia.     On  the 
SOth  of  August,  1820,  the  commuDity  suffered  a  great  loss 
lay  the  demise  of  Sister  Jane  Frances  Gartland,  who,  after 
liaving  been  educated  in  the  house,  entered  the  sisterhood  in 
H.812,  and  passed  through  her  novitiate  with  much  consota- 
fcioD  to  herself  and  edification  to  those  around  het.    Endowed 
'Vrith  excellent  talents,  she  took  part  in  the  duties  of  the 
^Loademy,  and  held  the  chief  office  as  angel  of  the  school.* 
^ubsequcutly,  she  was  called   to  ihc  duties  of  treasurer  of 
f^lie   institution,  and  filled  that  employmeDt  until  her  death. 
^The  same  year,  November  17,  Sister  Mary  Theresa  Mills,  a 
Xiovice,  was  called  to  her  reward. 
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Having  now  approached  the  conoluaion  of  those  eventa 
which  fill  up'  tho  life  of  Mother  Setoii,  particularly  in  her 
relations  as  a  parent,  the  aupcrior  of  a  religious  community, 
and  the  priDcipal  of  an  acadcmj  for  yoang  ladies,  it  only 
remains,  for  the  completion  of  the  narrative,  to  record  the 
ciroumatances  of  her  last  illness.  But,  before  we  proceed 
to  this  task,  we  shall  kj  before  the  reader  other  incidents 
and  facts,  which,  belonging  more  particularly  to  her  every- 
day life,  could  not  bo  conveniently  introduced  into  the  pro- 
ceding  narrative,  yet  furnbh  materials  for  the  full  por- 
trayal of  ber  character. 

Endowed  with  a  strong  mind,  and  resolved  from  het 
early  years  upon  the  task  of  self-improvement,  she  found 
great  delight  in  books,  ospociallj  those  which  treated  on 
spiritual  Bubjecte.  Her  reading  wad  extensive  and  of  a  mis- 
cellaneous charaeter :  hut  the  Holy  Scripture  was  pre-emi- 
nently the  study  of  Mrs.  Seton.  Even  before  she  was  a 
Outbolic,  she  was  in  the  habit  of  poring  over  the  Protestant 
Bible,  especially  the  Book  of  Psalms,  and  frequently  vonid 
shut  henielf  up  in  a  room  with  darkened  windows,  for  tlif 


more  quiet  purauit  of  thiH  her  favorita  occupation.*  To  her 
intimate  acquaiatanoe  with  the  Scriptures;  even  as  she  pos- 
MSBed  tbenij  may  we  attribute  iu  a.  great  measure,  undei 
God,  her  first  coligbtened  views  of  the  true  faith  aud  her 
final  determi nation  to  abandun  the  errors  of  Protcstaatism 
After  her  admission  i[ito  the  saving  fold  of  Catbolicitj,  she 
■till  continued  the  salutary  practice  of  reading  the  inspired 
.VritiDgs.  By  it  she  acquired  a  great  facility  in  the  felicitous 
'application  of  the  eacrcd  text  for  the  illustration  of  the 
aubjects  on  which  she  cither  wrote  or  conversed.  It  waa 
lier  custom  also  to  make  extracts  from  the  divine  records  as 
-veil  as  from  other  sources  of  instruction ;  and  it  is  plain,  from 
the  manuscripts  which  she  has  left,  that  she  applied  hontelf 
to  ^is  study  with  cqoal  diligeaco  and  pleasure. 

Her  mind,  stored  with  useful  knowledge,  had  all  the  quali- 
ties that  could  render  it  a  source  of  profitable  enjoymcut  to 
herself  aad  enable  her  to  use  it  with  powerful  effect  upon 
othcrB.  With  a  penetrating  intellect  trained  to  habits  of 
reflection,  and  a  lively  fancy,  she  caught  a  vivid  perception 
of  things  and  felt  them  in  the  very  depths  of  her  soul  : 
henoe  the  copiousness  and  vigor  of  thought  and  beauty  of 
metaphorical  illustration,  with  the  persuasive  force  and 
(jegant  appropriateness  of  expression,  which  characterize  her 
Vritings.  In  her  letters  and  other  productions  of  her  pen 
the  stamp  of  genius  is  everywhere  visible.  Nature  bad 
-gifted  her  with  a  deeply  poetical  soul.  Her  mind  waa  of 
that  just  and  comprehensive  mould  that  made  it  keenly 
WHisitive  lo  the  beautiful  aud  true  and  predisposed  it  for  the 
happiest  inspirations  of  the  muse.  Few  of  her  poetical 
i^oropositions  arc  extant:  hut,  had  she  left  no  other  writing 
ti  thia  description  than  the  hymn  "Jerusalem,  my  happy 
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home,"  it  would  be  sufficient  to  win  her  the  praise  of  «jo. 
eiderablo  merit  in  this  department  of  literature.'""  The 
metod]'  which  she  adapted  to  it  was  also  her  compofitioii, 
and  ahuws  that  ahe  possessed  musical  talents  of  a  high  order. 

Mother  Seton  devoted  much  of  her  time  lo  wntiiig,  On« 
of  her  uhnracteriatics  was  to  be  alwajB  occupied  ;  and  when 
not  employed  in  the  closs-roora  or  the  choir,  ahe  was  dili- 
gently engaged  with  the  pen.  The  vaai  correspondence 
which  she  carried  on  with  the  clergy  and  laity  imposed  on 
her  a  very  arduous  duty.  Besides  the  parents  and  guardians 
of  the  children  under  her  chaise,  and  other  persona  to  whom 
she  wrote  on  busineas  afiitira,  there  were  many  in  the  former 
circle  of  her  frienda,  and  among  those  who  had  been  educated 
at  St.  Joseph's,  whom  she  favored  with  her  instnictiTO  and 
edi^ng  lettera,  and  who  deemed  it  a  happiness  to  maintain 
thia  epistolary  correspondence  with  one  whose  virtuea  in- 
spired them  with  bo  much  admiration.  The  ecclesinstJoal 
superior  of  the  sisterhood,  juatly  appreciating  the  readineas 
of  her  pen,  turned  it  to  very  profitable  aeoount  for  the  benefit 
of  her  community.  When  not  occupied  with  her  oorrft- 
spondenee  or  other  duties,  she  was  actively  employed  in  pre- 
paring instruetiona  or  meditations  for  the  inmates  of  the 
sisterhood  and  academy,  estracting  or  tnmslating  from 
varioua  authors  the  most  useful  passages  of  their  writings 
Her  acquaintance  with  the  French  ascetic  literature  was  very 
eKtensive;  and  the  translations  which  ahe  has  left,  while  they 
are  a  monument  of  her  talent  and  her  ikith,  are  also  a  valu- 
able legacy  to  her  spiritual  children,  a  fountain  of  heavenly 
inBtruotion  for  themselves  and  others.'"' 

In  conversation  Mother  Seton  possessed  a  great  conunand 
of  language,  and  was  remarkable  for  the  captivating  power 
of  her  words.  After  an  interview  with  her,  Archbishop 
Mar£chal  remarked  Ux  a  frieud  that  he  waa  struck  with  her 
peauliar  and  happy  manner  of  communicating  her  9eiiti> 


Ilients.  On  another  occasion,  when  Mr.  Duboia  wished  ta 
prevail  npon  Bishopa  Chevenis  and  Egan,  thea  on  a  viait  to 
Ae  Moantain,  to  remain  one  day  longer  than  they  had  pro- 
ved, he  had  recourse  to  Mother  Seton's  influence  as  the 
faoBt  eflectuaj  means  of  success,  assuring  her  that,  "if  her 
hfliuiuiting  eloquence  bad  half  the  effect  upon  them  that  it 
ixerted  over  him,  he  would  not  fail  to  obtain  his  request." 
Bnt  words  alone  were  not  the  secret  of  Mother  Seton's  eon- 
tersational  power.  It  was  an  ardor  of  soul  heaminj;  from 
ler  eye,  lighting  up  her  whole  countenance,  combined  with 
frsingular  mildness  and  unction  of  words  fchat  compelled  a 
^lOBt  earBest  attention  and  seldom  failed  to  accomplish  the 
tibject  in  view.  A  gentleman  of  New  York,  who  had  two 
Aanghters  at  St.  Joseph's  Academy,  paid  a  visit  to  the  insti- 
fdtion.  Ho  was  but  a  nominal  Catholic,  and  had  not  per- 
fttrmed  the  most  essential  duties  of  religion  since  the  days 
^bia  childhood.  For  this  reason,  his  children  before  their 
hival  at  Emmettsburg  had  paid  veiy  little  attention  to  the 
ttactice  of  their  faith,  being  but  slightly  acquainted  with  iti 
nportaut  truths  and  weighty  obligations.  But  when  thej 
|kd  been  more  fully  instructed,  and  had  become  sensible  ot 
tHat  the  Christian  character  required,  they  were  very  de- 
irouB  that  tbcir  father,  who  was  now  veiling  upon  the  cIom 
ef  life,  should  have  the  benefit  of  an  interview  with  Motbei 
leton.  Several  fruitless  attempts  had  been  made  by  th», 
Hergyto  reclaim  him  from  his  indifference;  but  his  daugh 
brs  entertained  the  hope  that  the  persuasive  and  impresaiv* 
banner  of  Mother  Seton  might  produce  the  draircd  effect. 
Sicy  were  not  disappointed  in  their  espectations.  Having 
irevailed  upon  him  to  visit  them  at  St.  Joseph's  Valley,  he 
Ms  introduced  to  Mother  Seton,  whose  deportment,  mien, 
bd  oonvctsation,  although  not  ostensibly  directed  to  the 
■DTenion  of  his  heart  to  Ood,  exert«d  a  magic  influence 
^bim.     He  remarked  to  others,  after  having  been  in  bei 
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oompanj,  that  he  would  willingly  travel  six  hundred  milei 
to  enjoy  a  view  of  Mother  Seton's  ejea,  though  ehe  were  not 
to  open  her  lipe  before  hitn.  To  herself  he  candidly  m- 
kuowledged  that  he  could  no  longer  resist  the  voice  of  hia 
oorificieuue,  and  that  immediately  on  his  return  home  he' 
would  prepare  himself  to  approach  the  sacraments  and  live 
in  accordance  with  the  dictates  of  his  roh^on.  Msnj 
prayers  and  commnnlooa  were  offered  for  him  at  St,  Jo 
Bcph'a;  and,after  having  faithfully  fulfilled  the  pronnae  which 
be  had  made  to  Mother  Selon,  he  died  in  sentimmts  of  th« 
most  ferveot  piety.  The  impressions  produced  upon  tha 
mind  by  Mother  Seton'a  manner  were  deep  and  lasting,  ati<I 
followed  hor  pupils  into  the  gayest  scenea  of  life,  to  guard 
them  agiunst  the  dangeiB  of  the  world.  A  remarkiblo  in- 
stance of  this  was  witnessed  in  a  young  lady  who  had  hecn 
edncntod  at  St.  Joseph's.  Having  been  invited  to  ao  even- 
ing party,  she  appeared  before  the  company  in  a  very  gay 
costume,  which  she  had  been  urged  by  her  friends  to  wear, 
but  which  did  not  accord  altogetlier  with  her  own  sense  of 
propriety.  Though  mingling  in  the  ploaanrea  of  the  seen'. 
ajonnd  her,  she  could  not  banish  the  feeling  of  self-reproach. 
The  admonitions  of  her  former  preceptress  rushed  upon  hoi 
memory  in  all  their  force.  Though  she  was  Eurrouuded  by 
every  thing  calculated  to  divert  her  thoughts  from  the  seri- 
ous, the  impressive  form  of  that  venerated  mistress  who  had 
BO  often  cautioned  her  against  the  vanities  of  the  world 
oontinually  haunted  her  mind;  it  stood  before  her,  upbraid- 
ing her  with  her  fault ;  and  such  was  tlic  effect  of  this  reproof 
that  she  retired  from  the  room,  and  exchanged  her  dress  for 
one  more  becoming  the  modesty  of  a  Christian. 

Mother  Seton  possessed  a  particular  talent  in  aaoomnu^ 
dating  herself  to  oircumstanecs.  Ilor  manner,  her  vordi, 
her  actions,  were  jiiat  what  the  ocoasion  required.  Every 
one  received  from  her  the  proper  degree  of  attention,  and  U) 
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»I1  her  roIatioQs,  whether  with  the  papils,  the  sifiterB,  tr  per- 
sons without,  she  was  governed  b;  thone  rules  of  propriety 
which  are  the  dictates  of  Christian  wisdom.  On  ooe  oeca- 
eion,  when  called  to  the  parlor,  ebe  found  three  straDgera 
waiting  to  see  her, — a  clergyman,  a  fashionable  lady,  and  & 
poor  woman  seeking  ahoritj.  Approachiog  first  the  priest 
of  God,  she  knelt  and  asked  hia  blessing;  she  then  saluted 
tiie  lady  in  a  niost  graceful  niaDoer,  after  wliich,  turuiug  to 
the  beggar,  she  took  her  baud,  spoke  some  words  of  comfort, 
and  promiaed  her  assistance,  without  appearing,  however,  to 
do  a  favor  or  cansiag  the  applicant  for  alma  to  feel  that  she 
waa  a  dependent. 

But  in  Mother  Seton  the  rarest  abilities  of  mind  were 
blended  with  the  finest  qualities  of  the  heart.  We  have  al- 
ready observed,  in  the  course  of  this  narrative,  the  tender 
and  eKtraordinary  affection  which  she  entertained  for  her 
children.  Her  estimate  of  a  mother's  duty  was  of  the  high- 
est and  most  comprehensive  nature.  No  toil,  no  sacrifice, 
was  too  great  when  their  happiness  required  it.  Hence  she 
devoted  herself  to  this  object  with  an  ardor  which  nothing 
but  the  most  unbounded  love  of  their  true  welfare  could  in- 
spire. When  they  were  near  her,  she  watched  over  them 
with  the  tenderest  solicitude;  when  absent,  she  followed 
them  in  spirit  and  by  her  letters,  to  caution  them  against 
danger,  to  assist  them  by  ber  wise  directions,  but,  above  all, 
to  fix  their  thoughts  upon  the  great  end  of  their  creation. 
Language  Bccmed  inadequate  to  convey  the  deep  feelings  ot 
her  soul  when  she  was  writing  to  her  children,  and  espe- 
cially when  counselling  them  to  pursue  the  path  of  rectitude 
knd  salvation  Her  words  were  then  moat  powerfully  ox- 
piiBsive,  identifying  her  offspring  with  herself,  or,  by  the 
TepetitioD  of  those  which  were  most  significant,  she  showed 
how  her  heart  still  lingered  upon  the  object  which  wH 
uppermost  in  her  thoughts  aod  affections. 
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Her  kind  disposition  and  blandiiess  of  manner  neloomed 
kll  to  her  presence.  During  the  hours  of  recreation  she  waa 
generally  in  her  room,  engaged  in  some  oseful  einploymeDt; 
Hud  At  this  time  many  of  the  young  ladies  and  sisters  wonM 
gather  around  her,  being  more  delighted  with  the  charm  of 
her  conversation  than  with  any  other  diversion  they  conld 
have  enjoyed.  Though  always  occupied,  she  was  always  ao 
cessible,  and  received  her  visitors  with  a  smile  and  a  cor 
diality  which  placed  them  perfectly  at  their  ease.  "  My  dear 
Mother,"  said  a  sister  who  had  been  obliged  very  frequently 
to  interrupt  her  one  day,  "I  fear  that  I  disturb  you  too 
often."  "  Not  at  all,"  she  replied ;  "  the  sunbeams  are  not 
more  welcome  through  my  windows  than  your  well-known 
Btep  at  my  door."  Toward  those  who  had  befriended  her 
she  always  manifested  the  deepest  gratitude,  and  repaid  to 
her  utaiost  the  favors  which  she  had  received.  An  ungrate- 
ful dispcuition  she  looked  upon  as  one  of  the  batiest  qualities 
that  can  tarnish  the  character  of  a  man,  and  she  guarded 
her  cbildrcn  in  the  roost  forcible  language  to  beware  of.  so 
disgracefal  a  failing.  As  the  friend  of  others,  she  was  wann 
in  her  attachments,  yet  actuated  by  the  highest  and  most 
disinterested  motives.  The  sorrows  and  afflictions  of  hei 
neighbor  she  folt  as  keenly  as  if  they  were  her  own,  and  the 
hastened  to  pour  the  balm  of  consolation  into  the  wounded 
heart.  How  truly  her  friendship  and  her  counsels  were  ap- 
preciated, may  be  gathered  from  the  high  estimate  placed 
upon  her  letters  and  the  privilege  of  corresponding  with  her. 
Mr.  Anthony  Filicchi,  whose  name  wc  have  had  frequent  OO' 
CHSion  lo  mention  in  this  narration,  and  who  was  a  uiao  of 
the  moat  eulightcned  mind  and  solid  virtue,  and  a  pnrticulai 
benefactor  of  3Ira.  Scton,  looked  upon  all  the  letters  receivod 
from  her  as  so  many  holy  relics,  which  he  referred  to  from 
time  to  time,  and  often  with  tears  in  his  eyes,  to  awaken  the 
remembrance  of  former  bleasings,  to  animate  himself  in  th« 


MRS.    E.    A.    SETON.  895 

WBideration  of  religious  truth  and  in  tlie  pumuil  of  the 
t  eternal  end  of  the  Christian,"'  Bishop  Ohevenis,  in 
loltnowledtring  the  receipt  of  a  letter  from  her,  in  which  Bha 
i  informed  him  of  her  severe  illness,  tells  her  that  he  had 
tad  it  over  "twenty  times,  with  increasing  emotions  of 
row,  affection,  admiratioo,  and  real  devotioD.  ...  I  bleu 
I  Father  of  mercies  for  the  happy  state  of  your  eom- 
mnnity,  for  the  health  restored  to  your  worthy  superior.  To 
him,  to  the  good  aieters,  to  their  happy  pupils,  I  beg  to  bo 
remembered  with  afiection  and  respect.  Their  prayera  I 
'  humbly  and  earnestly  request.  I  condole  with  them;  tbey 
J'irill  with  me.  We  cannot  help  feeling  our  loss,  although 
1*111080  we  love  and  venerate  are  bo  great  gainers  by  it.  I  beg 
&  few  lines  when  your  situation  permits  it.  They  will  be 
received  and  preserved  as  a  treasure  to  the  heart  of  him  who 
in  our  dear  Lord  is  truly  devoted  to  you."  August  11,  J81 8. 
A  few  months  after,  December  18,  the  Most  Rev.  Dr.  Ma- 
r^ehal,  Archbishop  of  Baltimore,  wrote  to  her  as  follows: — 
"Since  my  consecration,  my  dear  Mother,  I  have  received 
many  hundred  letters.  Very  few,  perhaps  none,  have  given 
me  so  much  consolation  as  yours.  Surely  my  flock  ought  to 
pray  for  me :  and  yet  who  does  fulfil  that  great  duty  of  filial 
piety?  Imagine  that  many  on  the  feast  of  8t.  Ambrose 
("Pecember  7)  have  drank  my  health!  God  bless  this  good 
people :  tbey  did  it,  I  am  sure,  through  politenesa,  nor  am  I 
60  stern  as  to  condemn  tbcm  entirely.     But  you,  Sistera  of 
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Charity,  how  much  more  enlighteaed  you  aiel  OoTitinue, 
my  dear  Mother,  to  raiee  your  hands  to  heaven,  that  the 
Supreme  Pastor  of  the  Church  may  grant  me  the  light,  the 
fortitude,  aad  the  convolution,  that  are  so  necessary  to  me  io 
my  awful  office;  and  perform  that  duty  of  charity  nut  only 
while  you  are  in  this  world  but  also  when  your  body  wi  1 
be  lying  in  the  wood  and  your  soul  in  heaven."* 

Almost  all  the  young  ladies  who  had  been  educated  in 
her  institution  were  eager  on  their  return  home  to  continue 
by  an  epistolary  coireapondenee  that  int«roourse  which  they 
could  no  longer  personally  enjoy.  On  her  part,  she  did  not 
neglect  the  opportunity  thus  afforded  of  perfonning  the  duty 
of  real  friendship,  by  adminiBteriug  the  moat  aalutaiy  advice. 
Writing  to  a  young  person  to  whom  she  was  tenderly  at- 
tached, she  says: — "Alas!  when  shall  we  all  meet  agwn! 
Only  in  our  God  now.  Yet  how  much  sweeter  is  our  friend- 
■hip  in  absence,  with  our  bright  hope  before  ua,  than  (he 
friendship  which  goes  no  larther  than  the  gravel'  Oata 
will  be  so  far,  far  beyond  it!"  The  following  extract  from 
a  letter  to  the  same  person  will  show  how  skilfully  she 
adapted  her  maternal  counsel  to  times  and  ciroumataaces. 
"My  dear  one,  it  is  so  awect  to  call  you  so;  so  often  I  do  it 
in  my  heart,  and  in  speaking  to  your  dear  ones  here  who 
love  you  so  tenderly!  Now,  this  beautiful  season  of  Ad- 
vent,— do  try  to  take  its  spirit,  my  friend;  to  think  of  it  as 
the  last.  You  have  so  many  opportunities  to  love  our  Jesus 
in  his  poor — to  make  the  little  Babe  so  many  presents  be- 
fore Christmas  comes.  You  know  in  our  sweet  ineditations 
It  says,  now  he  is  our  tender  Babe,  stretching  his  armp  and 
offering  his  tears  for  us,  by-and-by  our  awful  Judge !" 

In  writing  to  those  who  were  not  members  of  the  Catho- 
lic Church,  she  embraced  every  occasion  of  introducing  soma 
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aDu.sion  to  tfae  paramount  aftuir  of  salvation,  and  thns  evin-    ' 

cing  that  true  regard  fur  their  interests  which  a  well-ordered 

'  frieDdflhip  iDspires,     In  a  letter  to  uue  of  her  former  ;nti- 

matea  she  thus  blends  the  lan^age  of  nfiectioii  with  that  of 

Chmtian  sentiment; — "Never  had    your  poor  friend  one 

(bought  of  jou  but  love  and  dear  remerabraoces.      Your  not 

writing  as  often  as  before  often  comcA  to  my  mind  with  the 

mizturc  of  uaeasinees  and  the  nncertainties  of  so  wide  a  dis- 

tancc ;  but  never,  never  with  the  least  diminution  of  affeo- 

tioD,  which  so  for  from  cooling  is  softened  and  endeared  by 

every  thought  of  the  past,  often,  indeed,  by  things  the  moat    . 

indifferent  in  themselves;  and  iu  the  true  inconsistency  of  a 

foolish  heart  like  mine,  my  tears  will  often  start  at  the  rocol- 

Icction  of  persons  who  were  noways  connected  with  it  at 

home.      So  you  may  he  sure  those  who  have  so  lonj^  lived  in 

the  very  centre  of  that  poor  heart  retain  their  place  in  full 

jKBsession,  with  this  only  difference,  that  the  look  is  now  all 

ibr  the  dear  eternitt  to  which  I  ■slip  along  so  gently  and 

«liuost  imperceptibly,  that,  though  no  evident  change  of  eon- 

Ctitution  has  taken  place,  I  feel   the  general  decay  of  poor 

Knoking  nature  enough  to  shorten  my  perspective  of  every 

■^ccne  beyond  the  present  moment.     You  niay  be  sure  the 

■very  possibility  of  seeing  our  friend  is  like  a  foretaste  of 

%ea.ven  to  me;  and  if  she  is  only  delayed  by  the  fear  of  not 

"Ending  entrance  in  St.  Joseph's  House,  tell  her  the  front 

^oor,  the  back,  the  side-door  which  will  lead  her  in  the 

chapel,  and  all  the  windows  up  and  down,  will  open  at  her 

^*pproach." 

The  generosity  of  Mother  Setou's  nature  was  exhibited 
*.ii  her  relations  with  every  class  of  persona.  The  domestics 
~Z:^f  the  institution  found  in  her  one  who  knew  how  to  allevi- 
'^.  tn  the  trials  of  their  situation  by  a  true  sympathy  and  kind- 
*^eaj,  while  the  poor  possessed  in  her  a  benefactress  whose 
^^»-eceviileuec  was  unbounded  and  never  tired  of  wcU-dcing 
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.  In  tho  corly  days  of  St.  Joseph's  sisterhood,  circum stance) 


Liiificent  charity  which 
;  but  Mother  Scton  ■ 
ae  love  of  the  poor, 
iw  bearing  fruit  in 

0  of  charity,  while  hcl 


did  not  permit  the  excrcbe  of  that  in 
now  distinguishes  that  caccllent  mc 
Inid  its  touudntioDS  broad  and  deep  : 
She  eewtid  the  good  seed  which  i 
abnndHncG.  Her  hcHrt  wag  the  hoi 
appeals  Ui  others  in  behiil^  uf  eufiering  humanity  were  im 
bietible.  Eeturoiug  from  the  Mountain  church  one  eyeniug 
in  winter,  when  the  weather  was  escesaiyeij  cold,  she  passed 
a  miserable  hut,  at  the  door  of  which  stood  four  or  five  little 
childreu,  ahuost  perishing  lor  the  want  of  food  and  clothing, 
Uer  eharity  was  at  once  enlisted  for  their  relief.  Early  tbo 
next  morning  she  entered  the  hall  where  the  young  ladies 
were  engaged  at  study,  and  with  tearful  eyea  she  described 
the  wretchedness  of  those  suffering  menjbers  of  Jesus  Cbriet. 
She  depicted  their  situation  with  so  muuh  feeling  that  every 
pupii  made  a  cheerful  offering  of  pocket-money  and  clothing 
for  their  benefit.  Quickljj  too,  whs  the  needle  plied  by  ftianj 
busy  little  hands,  and  before  night  Mother  Setdn,  aocoin- 
pauied  by  two  of  the  sisters,  repaired  to  the  abode  of  misery, 
washed  and  dressed  the  childreu,  and  administered  to  the 
wants  of  the  parents.  On  her  return  home,  she  did  not  fail 
to  congratulate  her  pupils  on  the  generous  part  they  had 
taken  in  procuring  the  happiness  of  a,  poor  family,  adding, 
"Oh,  my  ehildren,  huw  sweet  will  be  your  repose  to-night!'' 
Full  of  kindness  and  charity  to  her  neighbor,  Mother 
SetOD  was  rigid  and  uustero  to  herself  We  have  alri^idy 
noticed  the  spirit  of  seH'-deuial  which  she  exhibited  by  the 
mortification  of  her  senses.  The  i-eniin elation  of  self  was 
plainly  visible  in  the  poverty  of  her  dress,  her  furuitnre,  »nd 
other  articles  which  she  used;  in  her  ahstemiousne^a  at 
meals,  and  in  the  severe  observance  of  rules.  She  ivm 
geuenilly  with  the  community,  at  four  o'olock,  and,  repair!  ag 
to  (iie  choir,  9bo  there  knelt  erect,  ucvor  sitting  or  leaning  (« 
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any  tbiog,  and  remaiaed  in  tbis  posture  till  after  the  mora* 
inp  pmycrs  and  meditation,  which  jaated  an  hour.  Uut  her 
chief  aim  was  l«  practise  that  interior  ubnegation  which  ia 
at  once  the  priocipk  and  end  of  all  exterior  virtue,  and 
whicli  aonsiats  in  the  crucifision  of  corrupt  nature  and  ita 
mibju^tion  under  the  dominion  of  faith.  This  is  tlie  croea 
which  she  resolutely  took  up  after  the  example  of  her  Divina 
Master,  striving  always  to  resist  and  oTercouje  the  view:^  and 
desins  jf  self,  and  follow  the  suggestions  of  grace.  Nor  did 
she  find  it  an  easy  task  to  curb  her  will  to  the  order  of 
Providence,  to  walk  fuitlifully  and  with  simplicity  iu  the 
path  of  obedience,  end  accept  with  peaceful  resiguatiou  the 
numerous  trials  which  it  presented  Frequeot  and  painful 
were  the  Btru^lea  she  had  tu  endure  in  combating  the  sug- 
gestions of  her  own  mtnd  relative  to  the  line  of  ct)ndui;t 
which  her  sanctifieatiou,  the  happiness  of  her  children,  and 
the  welfare  of  St.  Joseph's  sisterhood,  seemed  to  require. 
The  Almighty,  who  visited  her  with  these  interior  troublen 
for  the  purification  of  her  heart  and  the  increase  of  her 
heavenly  reward,  permitted  her  to  experience  an  extraordi- 
nary dryness  in  her  spiritaal  duties,  and  to  conceive  an  nl- 
moEt  invincible  repugnaDce  to  the  directions  of  her  superiors. 
She  thus  depicts  her  situation,  in  a  letter  to  a  clergyman : — 
"  Writing  ou  a  table  opposite  the  door  of  the  chapel,  looking 
at  the  tuberDacIe,  the  soul  appeals  to  Uim,  if  this  is  not  a 
^aily  martyrdom.  I  love  and  live,  and  love  and  live  in  a 
«tate  of  separation  indescribable.  My  being  and  existence, 
at  ia  true,  are  real,  because  I  meditate,  pray,  commune,  con- 
coct the  community,  &c.,  and  all  this  with  regularity,  resig- 
«)atioQ,  and  singleness  of  heart;  but  yet  this  is  not  I;  it 
ia  a  sort  of  machinery  no  doubt  acceptable  to  the  compas- 
^uDate  Father;  but  it  is  a  different  being  from  that  ia 
■^hieb  the  soul  acts.  In  meditation,  prayer,  communion,  I 
Kud  no  iw'd ;    in  the  beiups  around  nic,  dearly  as  I  loTe 
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thcni,  [  fi»d  no  soul;  in  that  tabernacle  I  knoTC  he  is,  but 
I  see  not.  feel  not;  a  thousand  deaths  might  hang  over  me 
lo  compel  iiie  to  deny  his  prosenoe  there,  and  I  would  em- 
bnicc  them  all  rather  than  deny  it  an  instant;  yet  it  Beenjs 
that  I[e  is  not  there  for  me;  and  yesterday,  while  for  a  few 
moments  1  felt  his  presence,  it  was  only  to  make  me  know 
that  bell  was  gaping  under  me  and  bow  awfiil  bis  judgment 
would  be."  On  another  occasion  she  represents  hetself  re- 
peating, "lam  atom!  you  are  God!  misery  all  my  plea! 
BO  few  saved!  If  we  are  lost,  are  you  less  justified?  the 
patience  30  long  waiting,  less  adorable  i'  And  the  soul,  bury- 
ing itself  iu  tlie  chaos  of  mystery,  always  rested  in  stupidity 
within ;  but  without  played  with  children,  amused  with  the 
sisters,  yielding  to  all  minutiEO,  attentive  to  all  necessities, 
with  the  liberty  with  whieh  a  philosopher  suffered  and  en- 
dured, lending  the  machine  for  the  beauty  of  order;  not  one 
spark  of  grace  ean  the  soul  discern  in  it  all,  but  rather  ft 
continuation  of  the  original  fault,  of  desire  to  do,  to  be  loved, 
to  please!  and,  so  far  from  the  simplicity  of  grace  which 
would  turn  every  instant  to  gold,  it  felt  ashamed  when  re- 
turned to  the  tabernacle,  as  if  it  had  played  the  fool,  or  acted 
like  those  women  who  try  to  please  company  and  show  all 
their  ill-humors  at  home.  .  .  .  Yet  it  mightbe  agrace,  foras 
often  be  saw  it  was  no  more  in  my  choice  to  binder  thcBO 
evaporations  than  to  stop  the  giddiness  of  my  head  in  a  fever; 
and  they  (the  community)  are  so  loving,  so  fiied  on  Mother's 
every  look,  clouds  or  sunshine,  so  depending,  sometiratiB  I 
would  shudder  at  the  danger  of  such  a  situation,  if  it  wu 
not  clear  as  light  that  it  is  a  part  of  the  muteriaJs  he  takes 
for  his  work;  and  so  little  did  he  prepare  the  composition 
that  he  knows,  if  nature  was  listened  f<),  I  would  take  a.  bli* 
•Alt,  a  scourging,  any  bodily  pain,  with  a  real  delight,  lather 
than  speak  to  a  human  being — that  bcnvy  sloth  which,  hating; 
exertion,  would  be  wilting  to  be  an  animal  and  die  hke  ■ 
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brute  ir.  uiicuuRL'iimsncijs  I  Oh,  iii^  Tatlier,  all  in  my  power 
is  to  abandon  and  adore.  How  good  he  is  to  let  mc  do  that  1" 
In  this  perplexing  gtatc,  the  thought  would  oftfiu  oocur  to 
lier  that  she  was  another  Jonas,  who  ought  to  be  caat  out 
for  the  Bafetj  of  those  around  her.  At  one  time,  tortured 
with  a  sense  of  her  responsibility  in  the  station  she  oceupied, 
eh:  would  endcuvor  to  devis«  some  means  of  escaping  from 
it;  at  another,  fearful  lest  the  work  of  God  should  fail 
ttirough  her  fault,  she  would  resolve  to  bear  up  ngainst  every 
difficulty.  Thus  was  her  mind  harassed  by  alteroata  and 
opposite  rcQcetiouB,  wbith  she  forcibly  and  beautifully  de- 
scribes in  the  following  extract  from  a  letter  to  a  priest  "  I 
see  myself  now  in  the  soul  as  once  in  the  body  fifteen  years 
ago,  when  two  maladies  at  once  rendered  all  the  efforts  of 
phyHiciana  fruitless.  Whatever  they  attempted  to  do  for  the 
relief  of  one  complaint  was  sure  to  increase  the  other.  My 
father,  who  was  himself  an  eminent  physician,  sent  all  away, 
and  insisted  only  on  continued  use  of  the  warm  bath,  which 
really  cured  mej  and  no  doubt  you  will  spiritually  do  as  he 
did  naturally,  and  insist  on  the  piscina  o^  penance,  though 
now  for  the  soul,  as  then  for  the  body,  it  is  hard  to  get  in 
and  out."  The  remedy  to  which  Mother  Seton  here  alludes 
was  not  unprofitably  applied.  The  sacraments  were  the  sup- 
port of  her  weakness,  and  a  source  of  heavenly  light  amid 
these  passing  clouds,  inspiring  her  with  that  bumble  snbrais- 
sioD  to  the  dispensations  of  Providence  which  brings  peace 
and  comfort  to  the  heart.  "  It  is  not  the  soul  that  is  guilty 
of  all  this,"  she  would  say  in  the  midst  of  her  sufferings; 
"the  evil  spirit  is  most  active,  it  is  true,  but  the  good  one 
iits  in  anguish  at  the  foot  of  the  cross,  looking  over  all  this 
iJeeolatioD,  adoring,  subjcctiog,  abandoning  all  to  him,  seeing 
iinly  him,  annihilating  itself  and  all  creatures  before  him, 
laying  amen  to  the  resonndiog  alleluias,  and  willing  any  mo- 
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ment  to  go  iatn  hell  iti!elf,  rotber  than  add  one  more  ofleaM 
W  the  mountain  it  has  laid  already  upon  hiin." 

The  interior  aridity  which  ihuH  desolated  her  sonl  wa* 
of  little  moment  eompared  with  the  serious  temptations  she 
esperieuccd  against  the  line  of  ohedience.  Such  was  the 
oonfusioQ  that  at  times  clouded  her  mind  on  this  point, 
arising  partly  from  aji  iowtprcsBible  aTeraion  for  the  direo- 
tions  of  her  immediate  saperior,  and  partly  from  the  diffi- 
culties attending  the  organization  of  her  infant  community, 
that  it  required  a  most  powerful  grace  from  above  to  keep 
her  in  the  path  of  duty.  However  insupportable  such  a 
state  must  have  been  for  one  who  was  accustomed  to  be 
ruled  by  no  other  sentiment  than  love,  and  to  be  drawn  by 
the  ties  of  divine  charity  to  every  living  being,  Mother  Seton 
bore  it  with  an  humble  suhmiaaion  to  the  order  of  Provi- 
dence, as  the  cross  to  be  shared  with  her  heavaoly  Master, 
and  destined  bj  him  to  purify  her  heart,  to  break  dowo  that 
self  which  is  the  great  obstacle  to  his  perfect  dominion  in 
the  soul.  While  difficulties  and  contradictions  without,  and 
disgust  Bad  torpor  within,  threatened  to  overwhelm  her 
spirit,  she  rose  upon  the  wings  of  feith  to  consider  the  glo- 
rious end  of  this  paflsing  tribulation.  "  I  am  sick,  but  not 
dying;  troubled  on  every  side,  but  oot  distressed;  per- 
plexed, hut  not  despairing;  afflicted,  but  not  forsaken;  cast 
down,  but  not  destroyed;  knowing  the  affliction  of  this  life 
is  hut  for  a  moment,  while  the  glory  in  the  life  to  come  will 
be  eternal."  How  she  strujrgled  to  obtain  the  victory  in 
thia  conflict  between  nature  and  grace,  may  be  judged  from 
gome  of  her  letters  to  her  clerical  friends.  "I  have  had  a 
great  many  very  hard  trials  since  you  were  here,"  she  wriUfl 
to  Archbishop  Carroll,  "but  you  of  course  will  eongratulaW 
mo  on  them,  as  this  fire  of  tribulation  is  no  doubt  meant  Co 
consume  the  many  imperfections  and  bad  dispositions  onT 
IjOrd  Gads  in  me.      Indeed,  it  hue  at  times  burnt  so  deep, 
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that  the  an^Tiisli  could  not  be  concenled  ;  hut  by  de^roes 
Dustom  ruconciles  pain  itself,  and  I  determine,  dry  and  liurd 
u  mi;  daily  bread  is,  to  take  U  with  as  good  a  grace  aa  piti- 
Bible.  When  I  tarry  it  before  our  Ijird  fio  uetitoea,  h« 
inakcii  me  laugh  at  oiyiidf,  and  asks  me  what  other  kind  1 
would  ehoose  in  the  valley  of  tears  than  that  which  himself 
and  all  his  followers  made  use  of."  Strongly  pressed  by 
temptations  against  obedience,  she  was  one  day  aEueodiii;; 
Ihc  mountain  early  in  the  morning,  and  her  little  dr^  triud 
to  follow  her.  "  To  drive  him  back,  as  he  resisted  my  coui- 
mand,"  she  wiites,  "  I  took  a  Mtick  to  threaten.  What  did 
the  little  animal  but  croueh  under  the  sti  k  and  lick  the  eud 
of  it?  The  stick  not  moving,  he  drew  a  little  nearer  and 
nearer,  till  he  reached  the  feet  of  his  mistress,  which  he 
licked  with  a  transport  of  joy  and  affection.  The  poor  mistress 
was  BO  touched  by  the  lesson,  she  threw  down  the  stick,  took 
the  faithful  creature  in  her  arms,  covered  it  with  kisse-s  atd 
the  sweetest  tears  she  had  shed  for  many  weeks.  '  Yes.  0 
Adored,'  she  said, '  I  too  will  kiss  the  etit^  which  is  lii'ted  to 
crush  me,  will  wind  round  the  feet  which  would  trample  up- 
on me;'  and,  opening  my  prayer-book,  the  first  lines  1  met 
were  the  resolutions  of  a  soul  determining  on  a  total  aban- 
donment, and  saying,  among  other  things,  '  I  wiU  obey  the 
will  of  those  who  are  the  most  distasteful  and  displciising  to 
me,  and  put  myself  under  the  feet  of  everybody.'"  The 
happy  fniitB  of  this  self-abnegation  were  ever  present  to  her 
mind,  as  incentives  to  the  practice  of  obedience.  "In 
hour  of  manifestation,"  she  says  to  her  former  dire* 
"when  all  this  cross-working  will  be  explained,  we  will  find 
that  in  this  period  of  our  poor  life  we  are  most  ripe  for  (he 
business  for  which  we  were  sent.  Wliile  the  plouglicri 
over  us,  then  we  are  safe.  No  fears  of  pissing  ouraelvef 
danger  of  mistaking  God's  will.  No  ;  if  I  thou','ht  that  by 
in ref ligation  and  an  appeal  to  ^uporiur  luthority  I  would 
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be  tfl-JioiTow  rolcusud  from  tliis  cloaJ  of  dartuess,  yet  ] 
would  not  tiiko  one  step.  And  jou,  my  denr  inastcf  and 
captain  in  tho  way  of  the  cross,  you  know  tliat  myoidy  safe 
wuy  (T  speak  for  sulvHtion)  \a  to  roroain  quite  still  witli 
Magdalen.  You  well  know  that  He  who  works  my  fate  has 
no  nood  of  any  otber  help  from  me  but  a  f;ood  will  to  do  ha 
will  aDd  an  entire  abandonment  to  his  ^ood  providence.  Let 
tbcm  plough,  let  them  grind;  sumnch  tho  better;  the  grain 
will  lie  the  sooner  prepared  for  its  owner ;  whereas,  bIiouM 
I  stpp  forward  and  take  my  own  caui<e  in  hiind,  the  Father 
of  the  widow  and  the  orphan  would  say  that  I  distmst  him. 
.  .  .  Shall  we  make  schemce  and  plans  of  human  happiness, 
which  luuRt  be  so  uncertain  in  obtaining,  and  if  obtained — 
liush — death  !^-eternity  ! — Oh,  my  father,  surmim  cort/a — 
wc  know  better  than  to  be  cheated  by  snch  attractions.  No; 
we  will  ofiur  the  hourly  sacrifice,  and  drink  our  oup  to  the 
liuft.drop,  and  we  when  least  expeuting  it  will  enter  into  our 
rest." 

Thus  did  the  «evere  trials  which  Mother  Seton  had  to 
endure  become  a  raoat  salutary  discipline  to  disengage  her 
heart  from  earthly  objects  and  fix  it  on  those  which  are 
eternal.  They  produced  in  her  soul  a  total  indifference  to 
what  was  passing  here  below,  turning  all  the  energies  of  her 
being  to  the  acooniplishment  of  the  divine  will.  We  cannot 
give  a  better  idea  of  this  holy  disposition  which  she  had  ac- 
i|-iired  than  in  her  own  expressive  language.  "Alylieou 
■  ruck  this  aflernuon,  surrounded  by  the  most  boautifid 
Boenery,  adoring  and  praising  Him  for  hia  magnilicence  and 
glory,  the  heavy  eye  could  find  no  delight ;  the  soul  cried 
out,  0  Ood:  0  God!  giveyourself.  Whatisall  thereatT 
A  silent  voice  of  love  answered,  /  iim  your*.  Then,  dearest 
L^rdl  keep  me  aa  I  am  while  I  live;  for  this  is  true  con- 
tent,— to  hope  for  nothing,  to  desire  nothing,  eipect  notbiiigi 
f)ar  nothing.     Death!     Kteruity!     Oh,  how  small  are  all 
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obJMtf  of  liuHj,  striving,  roatlcsa,  blind,  inUtuk^n  btiu^ 
when  at  the  foot  of  the  croea  these  two  prospects  are  viewed  I" 
The  divioe  will  mtob  the  standard  by  which  ehe  tintiiuuted  nil 
•  things,  the  rule  which  govenied  her  actiune,  the  end  of  all 
her  sepiratioDS.  When,  before  the  final  organizutiuu  of  the 
BJBterhood,  her  prospects  for  the  welfure  of  herself  and  her 
ohildren  beeame  iuvolved  in  a  gloomy  uncertainty,  she  wiiito 
loafricud: — "Every  thing  here  iHaguio  suspended,  and  I  am 

oiuting  about  U)  prepare  for  beginning  the  world  uguin 

Bnt  we  will  be  in  every  eafo  under  the  refuge  of  the  Most 
High;  and  glad  indeed  would  I  be  if  I  could  inspire ^oiu> 
dear  bouI  with  as  much  indifference  as  is  in  mine,  provided! 
His  adorable  will  he  done  during  the  few  remaining  days  of 
my  tiresome  journey,  which,  being  made  with  so  many  tears 
and  sown  so  thick  with  cfombcs,  will  certainty  be  concluded 
with  joy  and  crowned  with  eternal  rest.  Look  up :  the  high 
eat  there  were  the  lowest  here,  and  coveted  most  the  porertjr 
and  humility  which  accompanied  their  and  oar  Mastei 
every  at«p  of  his  suffering  life.  But  I  do  not  care  for  yon, 
bnt  for  her  in  whom  you  suffer  much  more  than  yourself. 
If  our  Lord  suffered  ua  to  bear  our  misery  ulone,  without 
KSeoting  the  dearest  part  of  ouraclvcs,  we  would  nut  suffer 
like  himself,  whose  whole  suffering  was  for  na  and  the  inju- 
ries endured  by  his  eternal  Father.  Now,  my  friend,  we  are 
in  the  true  and  sure  way  of  salvation  for  that  long,  long 
eternity  before  us ;  if  only  we  keep  courage  wo  will  go  to 
heaven  on  horseback,  instead  of  idling  and  creeping  along. 
Our  Master  is  Uio  f;oud  to  us — that  is  all  I  can  say — if  wa 
even  end  oar  lives  as  he  lived,  without  a  place  to  lay  hia 
head.  Oh  my  mouth  waters  when  I  think  of  that,  if  ha 
ever  grant  me  so  great  a  iiivor.  But  let  all  be  in  the  order 
of  his  providence,  neither  asking  nor  refusing.  Blessed,  a 
thonsaud  million  times,  his  own  beloved  and  blessed  name 
forever!"    Such  was  the  aeeeudeney  of  the  divine  will  iuhei 
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idoxaltBii  forcier!" 
id  equate  for  the  el- 
her  significant  maDneT 
lo  give  utterance,  ae  far 
il.  Nor  did  she  soboiit 
ircumstances  whioh  dis- 
iderstood  well  that  coa- 
siDcere  if  it 
latioas  whiiih 
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heart  th^il  lu  speuking  i>r  writing  her  u 
"  May  the  will  of  Uod  be  uccompliahed 
Language  un  these  occajiioDS  seemed  i 
prcsaioD  of  her  feelings,  and  hence  h 
of  eiJiployiug  the  Dumemls  in  nrder  lo 
u  possible,  to  the  fervor  of  her  eoal. 
to  the'  divine  will  only  under  ihiise  ciri 
mnuded  bat  little  aacrifice.  She 
formity  to  tlie  will  of  God  cannot  be  true 
does  not  embrace  the  trials  as  well  as  the  a 
ho  dispeuaes.  She  was  not  one  of  those  who  arc  willing  lo 
follow  our  Divine  Saviour  Ui  the  breaking  of  breud  but  re- 
fuse to  st'conipany  him  to  Calvary.  He  traced  the  way  of 
tlie  crot>6,  by  his  instruotions  and  exarnple,  as  the  path  for 
his  disciples  and  the  only  test  of  a  true  service  to  God.  For 
this  reason,  Mother  tieton  looked  upon  Calvary  ae  the  ren- 
dezvous of  all  true  Christians. 

On  a.  certain  occasion,  when  atroagly  tempted  lo  leave  her 
establishment  at  Emmettsburg,  she  took  up  a  spiritual  book; 
nod  the  first  paRsage  that  met  her  eye  was  the  narration  of 
that  incident  recorded  of  St.  Peter,  that,  on  the  breaking 
Mt  of  the  persecution  against  the  Christians  under  Nero, 
his  disciples  ut^ed  him  to  withdraw  for  a  while  from  Rome. 
Through  condescension  to  their  wishes,  he  made  his  escape 
by  night;  but,  on  going  out  from  the  city,  he  met  Jesus 
Christ,  or  what  in  a  vision  appeared  in  his  form,  and  he 
H£ke>  him,  "Lord,  whither  art  thou  going?"  Christ  tn- 
Bwerod,  "  I  am  going  to  Rome  to  be  crucified  again."  St 
Peter  at  once  retraced  his  steps,  and  remained  in  the  city 
niti!  he  suffered  martyrdom.  Mother  Seton  was  struck 
(cith  the  applicability  of  this  circumstance  to  her  own  situa- 
tion, and  she  determined  to  bear  her  cross  with  constancy. 
in  the  path  marked  out  to  her  by  Divine  I'rovidenoe. 
Porcrty  and  tribulation  hud  uothin:^  repulsive  for  her;  she 
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COnsidurMl  theiD  ae  (he  uiii«t  ubuiitlaut  sources  uf  heavcnlv 
bleeeiog  ikhI  atnong  tlie  best  tokens  of  being  fuvurud  liy 
ibo  Almighty.  She  even  wished  that  the  troablcs  of  thiji 
life  ehoald  be  the  portiou  and  inherilamiE!  of  her  ehildrea. 
Speaking  to  a.  friend  of  the  trials  that  Gad  hnd  seat  her, 
sliesaje,  "Fur  tbat  I  bleae  hiiu  luoet  of  all.  Where  would 
I  ba  DOW  if  he  bad  not  scoui^d  and  bouud  iiief  And  iii 
hit  infidite  goodness  be  may  do  the  rudjc  for  you.  What 
matter  bj  whose  hands  ?  If  I  ^t  to  liis  kingdom,  what 
la&tt^  how?  Faith,  fuith,  my  dear  friend!  the  Captain 
marches  on.  Oh,  yes,  we  follow,  we  follow !"  AH  the  af- 
flictions that  befell  her, — all  thecrosstsof  life, from  wliaiever 
Bouroe  they  came, — she  accepted  not  only  with  reaignatioa, 
but  even  witb  joy,  ns  the  Burest  meuos  of  ber  true  hap' 
pinesB.  One  of  the  chief  characteristics  of  her  pie^  was 
the  love  of  the  cross.  Sbe  meditated  habitually  on  tho 
RufTcrin^  of  Christ,  to  which  she  bad  a  particular  devotion, 
freijneatly  reading  the  history  of  bis  sacred  passion,  and 
always  on  her  knees.  For  the  same  reaeun  she  chose  for 
her  special  patrons  those  saints  who  were  most  distinguished 
for  tbeir  spirit  of  pcaauee,  as  St.  Augnstin  and  St.  Mary 
Magdalen. 

The  renuaciation  of  self  which  lAedience  required  af- 
forded her,  as  we  have  seen,  most  signal  occasions  of  suffer 
ing  for  God's  sake,  while  the  meekness  and  prudence  of  trw 
eharity,  amid  contradictions  and  oppoation,  equally  dis- 
played the  triumphs  of  her  patient  and  silent  enduTaBoe. 
She  bad  the  greatest  delicacy  to  complain  of  others,  and 
rather  accuxed  herself  when  the  most  tried,  reproaching  her- 
■elf  «Ten  with  involuntary  feelings  of  dislike-  FnllysensiUe 
of  the  obligations  imposed  by  the  precept,  "Thou  sbalt  love 
thy  neighbor  as  thyself,"  she  was  ever  careful  to  cherish  in 
her  heart  tlie  plirest  sentiments  of  charity.  She  asked  lier- 
leif,  oontinually,  "  Am  I  in  full  charity  with  all  7" 
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The  same  Jisptwition  to  iuiital*  tbe  example  nf  her  cnici 
fied  Master  iuBpircd  her  witli  a  most  Hincere  and  profontid 
kumility  Habitually  aud  deeply  impressed  with  the  imOt 
that  God  dcsjiI^CH  th^  proud  and  rej^^rtla  the  humble  and 
d  ■wands  a  striet  ooeuupt  of  graces  bestuwed,  she  feared  fur 
herself,  lest  she  might  be  fuoiid  wanting  in  his  siglit,  while ' 
at  the  same  time  she  entertaiued  the  most'Oonipassiouatc  rS' 
gard  for  the  igoorant  and  blind  sinner.  So  convinced  mi 
she  of  ber  being  but  nothingness  and  ein  before  God,  that 
ebe  was  astonished  and  shocked  when  praised  by  others,  mi 
felt  distressed  in  being  obliged,  as  superior  of  the  community, 
to  iDstmct,  direct,  or  reprove  those  under  ber  chai^. 
She  was  fully  impressed  with  the  belief  that  her  efforts  would 
only  epoil  the  work  intrusted  to  her,  and  she  threw  heraelf 
entirely  upon  the  divine  protection,  that  God  would  take  it 
in  hand  and  give  it  a  favorable  issue.  In  the  following  pas- 
sage irom  one  of  her  letters  to  a  clergyman,  she  depicts  in  a 
lifelike  manner  her  spirit  of  humility.  "Your  dear  Bour- 
daloup  is  always  the  fountain  uf  uiy  Sunday  instmctions,  be- 
cause I  can  draw  so  many  little  streams  to  apply  direct  to 
our  own  wants.  Poor,  poor  pauvnrina  !•  obliged  to  prcflch, 
and  against  the  commands  of  St.  Paul !  And  if  you  knew 
only  one-half  my  reluctance  to  give  an  instruction  or  a  cate- 
chism, (formerly  the  heart's  delight,)  it  nccnis  to  me  even 
yourself  woald  be  tempted  to  turn  away  with  disgust  fnjm 
the  ungrateful  culprit ;  hut  the  Dearest  says, '  You  shall,  yon 
must,  only  because  I  will  it;  tnist  your  weak  breast  ard 
turning  head  to  me;  I  will  do  all.  And  Sam  is  so  cmcl, 
whenever  there  ia  an  evident  Buccess,  he  pushes  and  ssya, 
■See  how  they  are  affected!  how  silent  and  attentive!  what 
respect !  what  look  of  love !'  and  tries  to  make  distractions  in 

•  PauverUia  jignlBei  your  huh  fcomnn,-  dn  epilbol  nhioh  her  frienJ 
Ur.  Biibsilo  B  imoLioiea  appliL-d  tu  bur,  unil  nblcb  sbo  occaaiunaU;  ludd 
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•TCiy  way.     Tlie  poor,  poor  soul  don't  even  look  toward 

but  koeps  direct  forward  with  our  Dearest,  but  witli 

a  heavy,  heavy  heart  at  this  vile  nii£tnre.     So,  in  the 

\ioTy  Houictiuics,  the  teara  start  nnd  the  weaknesB  of  a 

oomea  over  me;  but  our  Dearest  agaia  says,  '  Look  up; 

you  had  your  little  morsel  alone,  of  another  quality,  no 

of  body  or  reluctance  to  eat,  what  purt  would  I  Iiave 

youi  meal?     But  here  is  your  place:  to  keep  order, 

ect  the  reader,  give  example,  and  eating  cheerfully  the 

ittle  you  can  take,  in  the  spirit  of  love,  as  if  before  tiiy 

tabernacle.     I  will  do  the  rest.     Abandon  all.'     Abandon 

all  1     All  ia  abandoned.      But,  pray,  pray  fur  your  poor  one 

oontiiiiuiliy." 

By  the  perpetual  warfare  which  Mother  Setou  carried  on 
.nat  corrupt  nature,  her  thoughts  and  desires  became  alt»- 
ither  detached  from  the  things  of  this  life  and  ceuti'ed  on 
theee  of  the  next.  That  faith  which  the  apostle  defines  ta 
be  "the  aobstuncc  of  things  to  be  hoped  for,  the  evidence  of 
things  which  appear  not,"*  was  the  eminent  dispositioa  of 
her  soul  j  and  truly  may  we  apply  to  her  the  language  which 
oor  Divine  Saviour  addressed  to  the  Canaanite  in  the  gi>epel, 
"0  woman,  great  is  thy  faith ! ""I"  Eternity  was  oontiiiually 
before  her  eyes,  ever  on  her  lips,  and  still  more  in  her  heart. 
•'Kternity!"  she  writes  to  a  friend,  "oh,  how  near  it  often 
aeeaa  to  me !  Think  of  it  when  yon  are  hard  pushed.  How 
will  be  that  day  without  a  night,  or  that  night  without 
day!  May  we  praise  and  bless  and  adore  forever!" 
led  with  the  thought  of  the  divine  greatness  and  immen' 
i^,  she  was  equally  struck  with  the  nothingness  of  all  that 
here  below.  Space  and  time  were  forgotten.  "  What 
is  distance  or  separation,"  she  wrote  to  an  absent  friend, 
''when  our  soul,  plunged  in  the  ocean  of  infinity,  sees  &II  ia 
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kix  own  boHotii?  There  \s  uo  Europe  or  AniLTica  lliera. 
Our  Qod  and  our  all  1"  So  utterly  iusi^ificunt  did  nil  hU' 
man  things  appear  to  her  when  viewed  in  the  immeDEity  of 
God  and  eternity,  that  she  manifested  do  voId  curiosi^  iu 
rcgnrd  to  mutters  of  ii  sucolar  aature.  She  never  made  any 
inquiries  relative  to  political  events.  Even  in  the  good  ■ 
woilu  of  the  servants  of  God  she  eould  see  nothing  wortlii 
of  n^jord  compared  with  the  elaiioG  of  infinite  perfection 
flod  alone  was  great.  "Heisall;"  "GodisBll;"  suchwen 
her  habitual  expressionB.  All  things  were  weighed  by  hci 
aecording  to  the  standard  of  faith.  Crosses  and  aifliction.'s 
prosperity  and  advetsity,  health  and  sickneHS,  life,  death, 
worldly  prospects,  every  thing,  was  viewed  in  that  bright 
mirror  of  religious  truth.  "  I  see  nothing  in  this  world  but 
the  blue  sky  and  our  alters;  all  the  rest  is  so  plaiuly  not  to 
be  looked  at  We  t«lk  new  all  day  long  of  my  death,  and 
how  it  will  be,  just  like  the  rest  of  the  housework.  What 
is  it  else!*  What  come  in  the  world  for';'  Why  in  it  so 
long,  but  this  last,  great,  eternal  end?  It  seems  tu  me  so 
simple,  when  I  look  up  to  the  crucifix.  Coffin,  patches, 
grave;  what  a  life,  indeed!"  She  seemed  to  feel  intensely 
the  holy  desire  expressed  by  the  apostle,  "to  be  dissolved 
and  to  be  with  Christ."  She  thus  writes  to  a  priest  the  year 
before  her  death : — "Oh,  my  father,  friend  1  could  I  hear  my 
last  stage  of  cough  and  feel  my  last  stage  of  pain  in  the 
tearing  away  my  prison-walla,  how  would  I  bear  my  joy? 
Thought  of  going  Itome,  called  and  by  His  will!  What  a 
Iransportl  But,  tbey  say,  don't  you  fear  to  die?  Such  a 
ninuer  must  fear;  but  1  feur  much  mure  to  live,  and  know,  as 
I  do,  that  every  eveuing-examen  finds  my  account  lui 
lengthened  and  enlarged.  1  don't  fear  death  half  as  muoh 
u  my  hateful,  viie  self."  Heaven  she  looked  upon  as  the 
taue  home  of  herself  and  all  faithful  servants  of  God;  &ad 
•he  was  in  the  habit  of  ulludiug  to  the  dcpai'ture  of  jtioua 
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TLis 
cup  uf 
fiiction  and  to  aiiiitiate  herself  under  the  pressure  of  earthly 
safienDgs.      "We  must  often,"  she  said,  "draw  the  com- 
parison of  time  and  etemitj.     7hnt  is  the  reiDcdj  for  all  our 
Irouble.     Oh,  my  frieud,  how  small  will  the  present  moiueiit 
i|ipoar  when  we  ent^r  that  great  ocean !     How  much  we  will 
'hen  wish  we  had  doubled  our  penances  and  sufferings  while 
that  moment  lasted !      How  we  will  laugh  when  we  look  he- 
hind  at  the  tniuhles  we  have  stopped  nt,  which  will  then  ap- 
pear in  their  true  light!  and  that  bright  and  gloriouB  cross 
which  we  now  drag  along  through  the  mud  and  dirt, — how- 
beautiful  and   lovely  will  it  appear  when  we  shall  find  it 
opens  the  door  of  our  eternal  happiness  for  us!     My  dear 
friend,  follow  on  with  courage;  you  do  not  suffer  alone,  you 
well  know;  there  is  but  one  pinoe  of  true  rendezvous  for 
true  souls."     So  deeply  was  she  impressed  with  the  sanctity 
of  God,  and  the  necessity  of  acting  with  the  purest  inten- 
tioDS  in  order  to  offer  him  a  worthy  servico,  that  she  strove 
continually  to  perfect  her  dispositions  and  repair  the  slight- 
est faults,  lamenting  these  nmre  earnestly  in  the  divine  pre- 
sence than  common  souls  do  the  most  serious  transgreaeions. 
^his  devotednees  to  God  and   bis  honor  caused  her  to  feel 
^Xjioet  keenly  the  obstacles  so  often  thrown  in  the  way  of  di- 
'Viue  grace.     Speaking  of  a  lady  in  whoui  she  observed  diffi- 
vmlties  of  this  kind,  which  prevented  her  from  enWring  the 
Catholic  Church,  she  says: — -"To  pray  is  all  I  see.      She 
-^Kept  luy  heart  so  well  under  the  press,  showing  all  her  oppo- 
sitions to  the  reign  of  our  Jesus,  that  I  spent  truly  a  day  of 
"^^^ars  and  interior  cry  to  fiiui,  to  see  how  they  bind  hia 
ft^lessed  hands,  pervert  his  word,  and  yet  hold  up  the  head  in 
ft^oasl  that  they  are  true  Christians."     The  same  idea  of  the 
'^1  iviiie  sanctity  inspired  her  with  an  extraordinary  love  of 
^-*.«ly  virginity,  and  made  her  almost  regret  that  she  bad 
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been  a  mother.     The  virf^inal  character  in  those  of  huT  SOI, 
IS  that  uf  prieat  in  men,  wae  a  special  object  of  her  v-nent- 

The  luysteriea  of  religion)  however  impenetrable  to  oMf 
feeble  intellect,  were  the  objects  of  her  strong  and  nnabnlicn 
belief,  because  it  was  enough  for  her  to  know  that  God  hiid 
revealed  them.  Accepting  with  the  most  bumble  Eubniissioa 
frum  his  Charch  the  trutliH  which  it  proposed  to  her  venera' 
tion,  she  did  not  allow  her  mind  to  be  disturbed  by  rain 
Bpeuulation  on  points  thnt  do  not  belong  to  the  fuith.  She 
was  once  appointed  by  her  superior  tu  instruct  a  young  Ind; 
whose  mind  was  somewhat  tinctured  with  iutidelitj,  and  wbo 
started  useless  questions  on  the  subject  of  original  sin,  tbe 
incarnation,  &c.  Mother  Seton,  while  she  endeavored  with 
all  humility  to  enlighten  heron  these  points,  excited  her  ub- 
tonishment  when  she  remarked  b>  her  that  she  bcrutlf  was 
'*  only  an  adorer  of  the  mystery  of  the  Church,  the  only  art 
in  the  world."  As  to  heathens,  savaged,  sects,  and  the  like, 
they  were  "only  in  her  heart  for  prayer,  but  never  in  her 
brain  for  what  became  of  them;"  or,  as  she  added,  "to 
trouble  my  faith  in  his  wisdom  and  mercy,  the  Father,  the 
most  tender  Father  of  all;  my  immense  God;  1  his  atom." 

She  eoald  never  sufficiently  express  her  latitude  lo  God 
for  having  been  made  a  child  of  the  true  Church  and  for 
the  graces  which  flowed  from  this  first  blessing.  She  once 
observed  to  a  relative,  after  a  night  of  watching,  "  How 
many  times  did  rapturous  joy  and  adoration  fill  the  whole 
soul  of  thanksgiving  that  I  am  permitted  to  dwell  in  this 
divine  region  of  superstition,  as  the  Englishman  calla  it — 
to  be  a  Catholic  I  Heavenly  mercy  I  I  would  bo  trampled 
on  by  the  whole  world  1"  On  another  occasion — the  aii- 
niversiiry  of  tbe  day  on  which  her  soul  had  passed  thriiugh 
K  violent  struggle  in  its  yearnings  after  truth — she  wrote 
(oMr.Brut^: — •■How,  my  God'    0  God!    Immense  Godl 
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will  your  atflni  ever  foqtnt  this  EpipLany,  1815?  The  pra- 
^tudo  of  a  thcjuaand  ycare'  penance  would  be  little  after  it 
My  JesuB — our  Jrsub — ray  God — 0  Ood — your  lifted  chft- 
Kco  alone  can  thank!     Oil,  his  kingdom — poor  souls  uucon- 

IMious  ! — tliere  tlie  point  of  points  !" 
'  By  tlie  Bpirit  of  fuith  Motlier  Seton  was  led  to  resign 
fureelf  continually  into  the  hands  of  God,  to  whose  all-wise 
ind  fatherly  protection  she  coinuiitt«d  the  issue  nf  every 
kflTuir.  Nothing  could  disturb  the  inward  peace  which  she 
enjoyed  by  this  abandonment  of  herself  to  Divine  Provi- 
dence. It  was  her  consolation  st  all  timeSj  amid  the  'inc<.<r 
taiutiea  of  life  and  the  apprehensions  which  they  beget,  to  re- 
flect simply  thnt  God  is  God,  mid  to  view  God  in  all  things. 
H  These  Beiitimeiits  were  frei^uontly  OKpressod  in  her  letters, 
■rind  they  show  that  in  the  exalted  idea  which  she  enter- 
^Blldned  of  bis  perfections,  his  wisdom,  bis  mercy,  bis  good- 
I  'Vee,  she  found  a  solution  for  all  the  difficulties  and  a  balm 
fbr  all  the  sufferings  of  life.  By  this  constant  union  with 
God  and  confidence  in  his  paternal  care,  her  soni  was  firmly 
established  in  peace,  and  she  displayed  a  remarkable  equa- 
nimity, never  worried  or  troubled  by  passing  incidenta.  The 
same  reliance  upon  God  caused  her  to  seek  his  aid  not  only 
under  trials  and  temptations,  bat  also  for  the  more  enlight- 
ened discharge  of  the  duties  which  she  had  to  perform.  It 
was  her  custom,  when  she  met  with  auy  difficulty  in  the  Ics- 
anns  that  she  was  preparing  for  the  class-room,  to  retire  before 
the  Blessed  Sacrament,  to  implore  the  asBtstaDce  of  Ilira  who 
is  the  fountain-head  of  all  true  wisdom.  Her  prayers  on 
theso  occasions  were  not  in  vain. 

Such  was  the  ardor  of  Mother  Seton's  faith  that  it  shone 
forth  with  peculiar  effect  in  the  exercise  of  prayer  and  in 
If  proacliing  the  sacranients.  Among  her  favorite  devotions 
3  liie  prayere  of  St.  Bridget,  the  Tc  Dcum  after  mass, 
i   Mngn!fii-al,  the   AlKtBtles"   Creed,  the   Psalms,  and  thi> 
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BftitJlvkr.  <ir  Canlicle  of  the  Three  Children.  When  she  per 
I'onned  thpse  devotions  aloud,  the  fervor  of  her  soul  becomB 
TiBible  in  her  counteDftDce,  Her  whole  face  was  lit  up  with 
■niranlioa,  and  the  mddj  glow  of  lier  fcaturm  evidenced  the 
bnraitig  piet;  withia.  In  heming  the  instinictiona  ur  assist- 
ing at  the  services  of  tLe  Churcli,  it  seenied  to  herns  it  the 
heavens  Hhovo  were  opeoed  and  Qad  himself  wus  cserciaing 
this  ministry  in  person.  When  reciting  the  words  of  iuepi- 
ration,  she  appeared  to  be  almost  inspired  herself,  the  lan- 
guage of  Holy  Scripture  arresting  all  the  powers  of  her  soul, 
as  if  she  heard  it  breathed  forth  from  the  lips  of  b  Moses,  a 
David,  an  Tsaias,  or  a  Jeremias.  Buc  the  vividness  of  her 
faith  displayed  itself  with  most  remarkable  effect  in  the  re- 
ception of  the  holy  communion.  Her  devotion  to  the  Blessed 
Sacrament  was  most  ardent,  and  she  may  be  truly  said 
to  have  belonged  to  the  number  of  those  described  by  the 
pious  k  Kempis,  who  crave  with  hetirt  and  lips  to  receive 
their  God,  the  fountain  of  living  waters,  and  can  allay  or 
BRtisfy  their  hunger  only  by  feasting  with  all  spiritual  avidity 
and  sweetnesson  his  sacred  body.  Oh,tnieandbarningfaith, 
a  proof  of  the  real  presence  of  Christ  on  our  altars  I  Such 
waa  the  faith  of  Mother  Seton ;  for,  with  the  disciples,  she 
recognised  her  Lord  "  in  the  breaking  of  bread,"  and  her 
heart  glowed  within  her  as  he  walked  with  her  in  the  way.* 
These  were  precious  momenta  of  heavenly  blessing,  according 
\o  her  belief,  and  she  therefore  taught  her  children,  when 
young,  to  unite  their  prayers  with  hera  whenever  she  had 
the  happiaeea  to  communicate.  On  her  retiring  from  the 
lioly  table,  her  two  youngest  daughters  might  be  seen  ap- 
proaching her,  one  on  each  side,  and  reclining  their  innocent 
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i  Mother  Set 
ties  of  tbe  world  to  come, 
ikc  could  not  but  be  fi1Ie< 
juid  the  Balmtioo  of  souls. 
of  her  entire  cunaecratioQ 
■ho  reflected  upon  the  ii 


MKH.    K.    A.    SETON  415 

heads  on  the  muternal  busom,  to  draw  from  that  living  sanc- 
tuary of  the  Divinity  streams  of  Leavenly  f^race,  while  all 
three  poured  forth  their  hearts  in  praise  and  thsuksgiving 
t«  the  Almighty. 

in  was  with  the  momentous  reali- 
ind  the  vanity  of  present  things, 
with  zeal  for  the  ^lory  of  God 
Such  in  fact  were  the  f;reat  enda 
lo  the  divine  service;  and  when 
numbers  that  were  ignorant 
cf  revealed  truth,  seated  in  darkness  and  in  the  shadow  of 
death,  it  was  the  ardent  aspiration  of  her  soul  that  missi 
ariea  should  go  forth  to  announce  on  every  side  the  glad 
tidings  of  salvation,  while  she  labored  by  her  prayers  and 

iple  to  advance  the  kingdom  of  6od  at  home  and  abroad. 
The  following  note,  which  she  addressed  to  the  Rev.  Mr. 
TJrut^,  depicts  in  lively  coloring  the  burning  desires  of  her 
fa«irt: — "Blessed,  your  poor  Httle  Mother  is  lost  these  days 
post  in  jour  letters, — to  see  man  a  wild  savage — a  polished 
Bavage — a  man  in  any  state,  what  a  savage  unless  he  bo  in 
Christ  I  Oh.  blessed,  I  gasp  with  desires  to  Him  whom  yea 
carrying  in  and  on  jour  breast,  for  your  full,  whole 
accomplishment  of  his  blessed  will.  I  glance  a  fearful  look 
at  jou  and  Mr.  Cooper,  and  say  secretly,  '  If  I  was  one  or  the 
other!' — then  adore  and  think  I  know  nothing  about  ttj  only 
<  me  that  those  who  have  light  and  grace  already 
might  be  trust«d  to  keep  it,  and  I  would  not  stop  uight  or 
day  till  I  reached  the  dry  and  dark  wilderness  where  neither 
oaia  bo  found,  where  such  horrid  urimcs  go  ou  fur  want  af 
them,  and  where  there  is  such  a  glorious  death  to  be  gained 
by  carrying  them.  Oh,  Gabriel,  if  I  was  light  and  life,  an 
yoa  are,  I  would  shout  like  a  madman  alone  to  my  God,  and 
roar  and  groan  and  sigh  and  be  silent  all  together,  till  I  had 
baptiicd  a  thousand  and  snatched  these  poor  viclims  from 
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bell  And  pray,  niada,in,  eay  jou,  whj  dues  not  your  iMi 
make  its  flume  through  your  owu  liLtte  hemisphere  ?  Tniej 
but  rules,  prudence,  Bubjection,  opiniona,  Sic.  are  dreadful 
walls  to  a  buraiog  saul  wild  as  mine.  For  me,  I  am  like  ■ 
fiery  horse  I  hod  when  a  girl,  whom  they  tried  to  break  by 
making  him  drag  a,  heavy  cart,  and  the  poor  beaat  vae  so 
humbled  that  he  could  never  more  be  inspired  by  whips  oi 
oarefises,  aud  wasted  to  a  skcletoa  till  he  died.  But  you  aud 
Hr.  Coo))er  might  waste  to  skeletons  to  soinc  purpose,  and, 
Kfter  wasting,  be  sent  still  living  to  the  glories  of  the  king- 
dom. In  the  mean  time,  that  kingdom  come !  Every  day  I 
ask  my  soul  what  I  do  for  it  in  my  little  part  assigned,  aud 
3an  sec  nothing  but  to  smile,  caress,  be  patient,  write,  pray, 
and  'wait  before  Him.'  Oh!  my  blessed  God!  that  king- 
dom come!" 

Thus  did  Mother  Seton  labor  for  the  kingdom  of  God. 
The  many  hearts  in  which  she  kindled  the  fire  of  divine  Iota 
within  the  limits  of  St.  Joseph's  Valley,  and  the  precious 
fruits  of  charity  and  piety  dispensed  far  and  wide  by  her 
spiritual  daughters,  will  bear  tostiraony  to  the  fervor  and 
efficacy  of  her  Kcal.  For  several  years  before  her  death  it 
was  her  custom  to  ask  of  God  for  ber  Christmas  gift,  as  she 
jovially  termed  it, — the  con  version  of  some  poor  soul  that  was 
Btill  wandering  in  the  devious  paths  of  error  or  was  but 
nominally  a  member  of  the  true  Church.  Christmas  was 
the  day  usually  appointed  for  the  first  commuuion  of  Iha 
obildren,  and  their  saintly  superior,  with  an  ingenuity  of 
Eeal  not  less  admirable  than  it  was  clFcctivc,  enlisted  Iheii 
youthful  hearts  in  the  holy  work  of  offering  violence  ta 
Heaven.  On  one  of  these  occasions  she  observed  to  th« 
obildren,  the  evening  preceding  the  above-mentioned  festival, 
that,  if  they  bad  talicn  all  neecsaary  care  to  placo  tbeirsonll 
in  8  worthy  state  for  the  reception  of  our  blessed  Lord,  ha 
would  not  hesitate  to  grant  the  reasonable  rc<juesta  of  tinil 
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pure  and  innocent  hearts.  "Pnij,  then,  my  beloved  ones 
pray  muoli  for  your  parente;  pray  for  the  gift  of  perseveranoe; 
and  Mother  begs  you  to  pray  moat  earnestly  for  the  couTer- 
non  of  a  dear  friend  of  mine  in  New  York,  to  whom  I  hare 
Dover  written  on  the  subject  of  religion.  Pray,  my  denr 
ones,  that  this  soul  may  be  added  to  the  fold."  The  cbil- 
dren  prombed  to  comply  with  her  request.  For  some  time 
Mother  Seton  roeeived  no  letters  from  the  lady  in  question, 
although  she  had  been  in  the  habit  of  writing  frequently  to 
her  friend  at  St.  Joneph's.  But  a  few  montha  after  the 
prayers  of  the  Mother  and  ebildrcn  had  ascended  to  the 
dirone  of  God  in  her  behalf,  she  despatched  a  letter  to  Mrs. 
Seton,  espiiuning  the  reason  of  the  interruption  in  her  cor- 
respondence. "  Bo  not  surprised  at  my  silenee,"  said  she; 
"but  you  taill  be  surprised  when  I  tell  you  I  am  a  Roman 
Catholic.  Wbilo  deliberating  and  examining,  I  determined 
not  to  oommnnicate  my  new  thoughts  to  you,  fearing  test  my 
fiends  should  attribute  my  change  of  religion  to  your  influ- 
ence. I  wished  that  all  the  glory  of  this  wouderfnl  merey 
of  God  should  bo  attributable  to  himself  alone."  Thus  did 
tha  Almighty  reward  the  fervent  zeal  and  humble  prayer  of 
hia  servant.  Several  remarkable  convcrBions  were  known 
to  have  occurred  preeiaelj  at  the  time  when  she  solicited 

ese  favors  from  the  divine  goodness. 

That  the  kingdom  of  God  might  be  eslended  everywhere 
in  the  souls  of  men,  Mother  Seton  wished  most  ardently  that 
prieste  should  be  worthy  of  their  sublime  and  holy  eall- 
-fcg  as  "  the  miniBters  of  Chri.tt  and  the  diapenaers  of  the 
'taysteriefi  of  God."  As  a  member  of  the  flock  under  their 
ehai^,  she  was  full  of  reverence,  piety,  and  submission ;  but 
Mob  was  her  lofty  appreciation  of  the  sacerdotal  ohBraetcr 
and  office,  that  she  wished  most  fervently  to  see  in  every 

iett  the  man  of  God,  fully  sensible  of  the  ninguitudc  and 
jf  the  work  to  which  lie  ia  called.     "  Oh  that  pncsti 
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felt  fur  tliemaelves,"  exchiiiiB  a  saintly  prelate,  whose  me- 
mory  is  now  io  veueration  throughout  the  Americau  Churcli,* 
"  oh  that  priests  felt  for  themselves  us  Mother  Seton  fell  ihcj 
ought  to  he!  How  iiiueb  did  sho  not  suffer  in  witiiesaiug 
their  imperfections!  How  sorrowfully,  yet  how  charitably, 
did  she  consider  their  faults !"  She  was  much  paiued  whrn 
she  heard  the  word  of  God  anuouoced  by  dergjmea  in  ■ 
maaoer  unworthy  of  so  important  and  sacred  a  func'tion. 
On  one  occasion  she  did  not  hesitate  to  give  a  word  of 
friendly  advice  to  a  youog  priest,  who  bad  preached  very 
Diligently  the  day  hefure  and  ucknowledged  that  he  hud 
not  troubled  himself  muchabuut  it.  "Sir,"  said  she,  "that 
awakens  my  anger.  Do  you  remember  a  priest  holds  the 
honor  of  God  on  his  lips?  Do  you  not  trouble  yourself  to 
spread  his  fire  he  wishes  so  much  enkiodled  ?  If  you  will 
not  study  and  prepare  while  young,  what  when  you  are  old? 
There  is  a  mother's  lesson."  The  holy  bishop  just  referred 
to  has  left  behind  him  the  ackuowledgmeut  that  ud  one  ever 
impressed  bis  soul  so  forcibly  aa  Mother  Seton  did  with  the 
idea  of  what  a  true  priest  ought  to  be.  The  following  advice 
she  sent  to  a  clergyman  in  Baltimore,  who  had  a  preference 
for  Emmettsbut^,  exhorting  him  to  that  perfect  purity  of 
service  which  excluded  even  the  most  natural  and  innocent 
gratification.  "  My  heart  and  soul  this  week  past  have  been 
under  the  press  of  the  beatitude,  '  Blessed  are  the  clean  of 
heart,  for  they  shall  see  God.'  Oh,  my  brother,  take 
those  words  on  yours,  and  in  my  Sunday  dear  communion  I 
will  beg  our  God  to  write  them  on  it.  Happy,  happy  are 
you  to  live  all  for  him,  every  bent  of  your  heart's  affections, 
every  power  of  your  soul,  turoed  wholly  to  him,  without  even 
the  mixture  of  the  iunoaent  sojourning  a  while  with  your  old 
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here  too 

were  sent 


(a'lier  nnd  d oar  brother 

wliere  you  are,  above  the  mist  of  earthly  attraction  I  Oue 
thing  I  hope  yoa  are  convinced  of,  f  I  as  u  wretched  siniiHr 
know  it  well,)  that,  wherever  we  meet  a  little  prop  of  human 
comfort,  there  is  always  Bonie  suhtraction  of  divine  comfort; 
and,  for  my  part,  I  am  so  afraid  to  cause  any  snoh  Bobtraution, 
that  I  feel  a  reserve  and  fear  in  every  human  eouaolation,  that 
them  more  my  pains  than  my  pleasures;  yet  the  liberty 
of  ehiidren  of  God  I  hope  in  all.  I  only  mean  to  say,  we 
should  be  too  happy  when  the  providence  of  our  God  keeps 
UK  wholly  to  himself.  .  .  .  You  are  remembered  and  loved 
make  it  a  safe  place  for  you,  unless  you 
God  himself  without  the  least  agency  of  your 
then  I  fear  my  brother  would  grow  lean, 
pray.      Your  own  poor  Mother." 

We  should  leave  unfinished  the  character  of  faith  so  emi- 
nently obserrahle  jn  Mother  Seton,  if  we  did  not  record  her 
filial  devotion  t«  the  Mother  of  God,  the  common  mother  of 
all  faithful  souls.  She  was  full  of  confidence  in  the  interoea- 
aion  of  Mary,  taught  her  children  to  honor  and  invoke  the 
BBaistance  of  that  glorious  Virgin,  and,  as  a  tribute  of  her 
Teneration,  she  promised  her  that  her  apiritual  daughters 
should  ever  bear  her  name.  Hence,  many  members  of  the 
community  assume  the  name  of  Mary  when  it  can  be  eon- 
connected  with  their  distinctive  appellation,  and 
all  look  upon  it  as  theirs,  although  not  mentioned. 

By  these  fervent  dispositions  did  Mother  Seton  apply 
herself,  especially  during  the  twelve  yeara  of  her  retirement 
fVom  the  world,  to  fulfil  the  merciful  designs  of  Divina 
Proridence.  She  was  called  in  u  special  manner  to  a  labor 
of  love;  to  the  illustration  of  that  well-ordered  charity 
which  the  inspired  volume  teaches  to  be  an  uncquivoool 

runda  if  the  oiio  lii  ivLom  aho  was  »rUin(j. 
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mark  of  Bccepbince  before  God,*  tlie  boud  of  p<;rfeo'ii>ii,f  und 
the  fnlGlmcut  of  the  lav;^  ftnd  her  efforts  to  correapoud  to 
this  high  TocatioD  were  generoua  and  nDreaeired.  She  re- 
nounced the  world,  and  then  tennnnced  herHelf,  to  become 
i^uuliSed  for  the  holy  work  to  which  she  was  destined,  to 
promot*  the  glory  of  God  in  the  Bcrvice  of  his  creatures. 
For  this  purpose  she  purified  her  heart  from  every  afffotion 
and  aspiration  that  did  not  refer  to  Him,  that  she  might  ba 
a  victim  of  divino  love,  thinking,  speaking,  acting,  only  in 
accordance  with  and  from  the  impulse  of  his  holy  will,'"' 
Heaven  accepted  the  sweet  perfume  of  virtue  which  she  thus 
offered  on  the  altar  of  charity, — the  generous  and  entire  coa- 
secration  of  heiaelf  to  the  honor  of  Jesus  Christ  in  his  poor 
and  Buffering  members, — and,  rallyingaroond  her  other  hearts 
worthy  of  co-operating  in  the  noble  undertaking,  it  made  her 
the  firm  corner-stone  of  a  work  which  has  become  a  histing 
and  extensive  blessing  to  the  Church  in  the  United  States 
of  America.  She  held  herself  and  her  community  alwayii 
ready  for  the  execution  of  the  good  purposes  of  Qod,  and  she 
had  the  ooosolatioii  to  see  the  poor  instructed  and  comforted, 
the  orphan  sheltered  from  the  frowns  of  a  pitiless  world, 
youth  trained  up  in  piety  and  knowledge,  an 
community  of  holy  women,  who  were  everywhere  the  "good 
odor  of  Christ,"!  diffusing  on  eveiy  side  that  light  of  v. 
which,  according  to  his  command,  must  so  shine  before  n 
that  they  may  see  our  good  works  and  glorify  our  Father 
who  ia  in  heaven. |]  With  such  a  spectacle  before  her  eyes, 
with  so  many  evidences  of  the  divine  ble^ing  attending  her, 
she  oonid  hail  with  joy  the  close  of  life,  as  the  termination 
of  her  appointed  couise  and  the  moment  of  glorious  reward. 
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•'Now  thou  dost  dismisa  tliy  servant,  OLorJ,  in  peace,  be- 
cause my  eyes  have  seen  thy  salvation,  wtich  thou  host  pre- 
pared before  the  face  of  .  II  penples, — a.  light  to  the  revelatioD 
of  the  Gcutiles,  and  the  glory  of  thy  people  Israel."* 

From  the  attack  of  illness  which  she  suffered  in  1818 
Mother  Seton  never  entirely  recovered.  Her  conatitutlon 
bad  been  completely  shattered,  and,  by  greater  exposure  tfaao 
lior  delicate  health  wuuld  permit,  she  contracted,  io  the  auin- 
mer  of  1820,  a  pulmonary  disease  which  confined  her  during 
four  months  to  her  room  and  baffled  every  effort  of  her 
medical  attendants.  As  she  approached  the  term  of  her 
earthly  career,  no  change  was  visible  in  her  dispositions,  ex- 
cept that  she  became  more  united  t«  God  and  more  dis- 
engaged from  all  created  thin<^.  Though  her  sufferings  were 
very  great  at  times,  no  complaint  ever  escaped  her  lips,  and 
it  was  chiefly  her  moaniGg  during  sleep  that  indicated  the 
severity  of  her  pains.  Such  was  her  attention  to  improve 
every  opportunity  of  merit,  that  she  felt  distressed  at  the  ef- 
forts which  the  affection  of  her  spiritual  daughters  suggested 
for  her  relief,  and  submitted  to  them  only  by  the  advice  of 
her  director.  If  nature  wuuld  sometimes  maDifcst,  under 
the  influence  of  pain,  an  uneasiness  which  was  altogether 
involunbiry,  she  Toproaehcd  herself  with  it  and  immediately 
Bought  to  efface  it  by  the  grace  of  absolution  Notwithstand- 
ing the  paiufuluesa  of  her  situation,  sh"  naa  ever  cheerfiil, ' 
ever  ready  to  receive  the  viails  of  her  ai-ters  and  to  give 
directions  relative  to  the  affairs  "^f  c^a  community.  As  lo  the 
children  of  the  academy,  she  delighted  to  hear  them  at  their 
innocent  sport  and  Ut  call  them  into  her  room  to  give  them 
some  token  of  her  maternal  kindness.  The  children  of  the 
-poor  school  were  special  objects  of  her  inquiry  and  affection* 
While  prostrate  on  the  bed  of  sickness,  one  of 


her  former  pupils,  ubout  tn  enter  upon  a  lonf"  journey,  (•ailed 
to  see  ber,  and  before  leaving  sbe  knelt  and  asked  her  bless- 
ing. Mother  Sctoii,  raising  her  hand,  replied,  '-God  bless 
you,  my  loved  child.  Remember  Mother's  first  and  taat 
leftaou  to  you : — seek  tJod  in  all  thiugB.  In  all  your  actiona 
submit  your  motives  to  this  unerring  test : — '  Will  this  bo  ap- 
proved of  by  his  nil-seeing  eye?'  If  yon  do  this,  you  will 
live  in  his  presence  and  will  preserve  the  graces  of  your  firal 
communion.  You  will  never  see  Mother  ngaia  ou  this  earth. 
May  we  meet  in  heaven !  Three  wheels  of  the  old  earriup;e" 
(a  term  she  often  applied  tuber  body)  "are  broken  down,  the 
fourth  very  near  gone ;  then  with  the  wiiiga  of  a  dove  will 
my  soul  fly  and  he  at  rest.  Remember  nne,  and,  if  you  love 
poor  old  Mother,  pray  for  her."  Perceiving  that  her  young 
friend  was  very  much  aflected,  she  called  her  back,  embraced 
her  affectionately,  and  said,  "  Not  forever  do"  we  part :  a 
few  short  years,  dearest,  and  we  will  be  united,  never,  never 
to  part.  God  bless  you  again !"  These  words  display  the 
whole  spirit  of  Mother  Seton  during  her  illness.  Peace, 
love,  confidence,  joy, — finch  were  the  sentiments  that  sup- 
ported her  in  her  last  trial  and  by  which  she  administered  com- 
fort to  those  around  her.  When  »ho  perceived  the  anxiety  of 
her  sistera  in  regard  to  her  situation,  she  would  try  to  calm 
their  apprehensions,  by  siiying,  "  His  will  he  done  I"  The 
'peaceful  quiet  which  she  enjoyed  was  not  the  result  of  n 
presumptuous  reliance  upon  her  own  merits;  forshehada 
lively  fear  of  the  divine  judgments.  But  her  sou!  was  tran- 
quillized by  that  filial  confidence  which  is  inspired  by  the 
love  of  God  and  the  consideration  of  his  infinilo  inercy  • 
One  of  the  sisteis  having  expressed  the  wish  that  God  would 
grant  her  the  opportunity  of  entirely  expiating  her  faults 
during  life,  that  at  the  moment  of  death  she  might  fly  to  th« 
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Unbracea  of  licr  hcaveslj  Spouse,  Mother. Scton  raised  hor 
ejen  and  said,  "  My  blessed  God !  bow  far  from  tbat  tbought 
sm  I,  of  going  straight  to  heHven !  such  a  misernbie  crenture 
■8  I  am  1"  Anotlier  time  the  same  sister  inqaired  how  she 
felt.  "  I  do  not  auffer,"  she  said ;  "  I  am  weak,  it  is  Inie ;  but 
how  happy  and  quiet  the  day  passoa !  If  this  be  the  way  of 
death,  nothing  ca,n  be  more  peaceful  and  happy;  and  if  t 
%m  to  recover,  still,  bow  sweet  to  rest  in  the  arius  of  our 
Lord !  I  never  felt  more  sensibly  the  presence  of  our 
Dearest  than  BiQce  I  have  been  sick;  it  seems  as  if  our 
Iiord  or  hia  blessed  Mother  stood  continually  by  me,  in  a 
oorporesl  form,  to  comfort,  cheer,  and  encourage  me,  in  the 
different  weary  and  tedious  hours  of  pain.  But  you  will 
laagh  at  mj  imaginations;  atiil,  our  All  has  many  ways  of 
comforting  his  little  atoms."  To  the  last,  she  gave  an  exam- 
ple of  the  most  fuithful  suhmissioa  to  the  divine  will,  follow- 
ing as  much  as  possible  the  spiritual  exercises  which  the  rule 
of  the  house  prescribed.  Obedience  to  the  rules  was  a  les- 
son which  she  most  earnestly  inculcated  to  the  sisters,  during 
lier-  illness,  as  the  surest  means  of  sanctifying  themselves 
auid  promoting  the  glory  of  God. 

To  maintain  in  her  soul  this  holy  disposition  of  entire 
■submisaiun  to  the  will  of  Providence,  she  prayed  continu- 
.^Jly  and  fervently,  and  availed  herself  with  the  greatest 
avidity  and  thankfulness  of  every  aid  and  blessing  that  her 
%oly  faith  could  impart.  Mr.  BrutS,  her  oonfesaor  and 
^lirector,  was  constantly  at  her  side,  suggesting  the  moat  per- 
fect sentiments  of  resignation,  penance,  love,  confidence,  and 
^^loioQ  with  Jesus  Christ.  His  miuistry  was  a  source  of  the 
:*ji03t  abundant  graces  to  her  soul.'"'  But  the  happiness 
^jf  receiving  our  Lord  in  the  sacrament  of  bis  love  was  the 
ohicf  object  of  her  pious  aspirations.  This  was  her 
vand  her  support.  The  bread  of  angels  was  admini: 
%ior  frequently  during  the  week,  and  on  one  of  these  occa-. 
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BioDs  she  exhibited  tliat  arijor  of  faith  which  iniJicatad  the 
ohnost  senaible  presence  of  her  God  and  Btruck  the  behold- 
ers with  astonishment.  Such  wua  her  jo^  at  the  anticipation 
of  the  holy  coiumniiion,  that,  when  the  priest  eotered  licr 
room  aiid  placed  the  couBecrat«d  speciefi  od  the  table,  her 
oonntenance,  before  pule,  began  to  glow  with  animation.  No 
longer  capable  of  suppressing  the  livelj  emotions  of  her  son], 
she  burst  into  tears  and  sobbed  aloud,  coTering  her  face  with 
bor  hands  Supposing  at  first  that  she  feared  to  couuuaai- 
oate,  the  minister  of  <iod  approached,  and  said  to  her, 
"Peace,  Motbcrl  here  is  the  Lord  of  peace.  Have  you  any 
pain?  Do  you  wish  to  confess?"  "No,  no;  only  give  Him 
to  me,"  she  replied,  with  a  fervency  of  manner  which  showed 
the  burning  desire  of  her  heart  to  be  united  to  Jesus  Christ. 

During  her  lost  illness  Mother  Scton  appeared  to  realize 
more  than  ever  the  happiness  of  dyin|;  in  the  bosom  of  the 
Catholic  Church.  Having  been  asked  by  one  of  her  spiritual 
directors  what  she  considered  the  greatest  blessing  ever  be- 
stowed upon  ber  by  the  Almighty,  she  answered,  "  That  of 
being  brought  into  the  Cathotio  Church."  She  now  expe- 
rienced all  the  consolation  that  this  tender  mother  offers  to 
her  children  in  the  most  trying  hour  of  ezistonce,  and  she 
often  spoke  with  a.  holy  transport  of  the  happiness  of  dying 
in  her  arms,  saying,  "  How  few  know  the  value  of  such  » 
blessing  1" 

Her  symptoms  having  become  very  alarming,  it  was 
thought  advisable  to  administer  the  last  rites  of  reli^on. 
At  that  impressive  moment  all  her  spiritual  daughters  were 
called  into  the  room,  and,  as  she  was  too  feeble  to  address 
them  herself,  the  Superior,  Uev.  Mr.  Dubois,  performed  this 
office  in  her  name,  and  thus  delivered  to  the  asacmblud  coin 
inanity  the  last  wilt  of  their  dying  Mother: — "Mother  Seton, 
being  too  weak,  charges  me  to  recommend  ta  you  at  this 
SBored  moment,  in  her  plsce,  1st,  tobe  united  tOK^ther  aa  tnu 
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Kstera  of  Cliaritj;  2d,  to  stand  mast  faitlifnlly  by  jour 
rules;  3d,  tbat  I  ask  pardon  for  all  the  scandals  ehe  may 
have  given  you, — that  is,  for  indulgences  prescribed  during 
Biokoess  by  me  or  the  physician."  She  then  lifted  up  her 
taint  voice  aud  said,  "  I  am  thankful,  sisters,  for  yonr  kind- 
nosB  to  be  present  at  this  trial.  Be  children  of  the  Church; 
be  children  of  the  Church,"  she  repeated,  with  a  lively  Benae 
of  the  CDUBoIation  and  grace  she  was  about  to  receive  in  the 
'•wrament  of  Extreme  Unctiuu.  With  the  : 
preciatioD  of  the  divine  blessinga  did  she  u 
mony.'"'  Some  of  the  sisters,  with  her  only  bi 
ter,*  were  always  near  her;  but  what  were  their  ft 
anticipation  of  the  sad  bereavement  they  were  soon  to  expe- 
rience may  be  more  easily  imagined  than  described.  When, 
at  length,  the  fearful  conflict  for  their  hearla  arrived,  they 
pressed  around  the  couch  of  their  dying  and  venerated  Mo- 
ther in  fervent  prayer  and  deepest  anguish.  Mother  SetOD 
alone  seemed  to  possess  true  fortitude  in  this  eventfol  mo- 
ment, and  to  enjoy  the  most  profound  peaee.  Though  dis- 
tress waa  depicted  ia  every  countenance,  though  she  heard 
the  heart-rending  sobs  of  her  beloved  daughter  and  saw  her 
swooning  away  in  an  agony  of  grief  at  her  side,  she  evinced 
no  emotion ;  not  the  slightest  agitation  was  visible  in  hei 
appearance.  All  was  peace,  and  entire  resignation  into 
the  hands  of  God.  Raising  her  hands  and  eyes  to  heaven 
in  a  spirit  of  the  most  humble  submission  to  the  decrees  of 
J*rovidence,  she  repeated  the  words,  "  May  the  most  just, 
le  most  high,  and  the  most  amiable  will  of  Ood  be  aecom- 
lished  forever  I"  She  then  requested  one  of  her  attendants 
recite  for  her  the  fiivorite  prayer,  "Soulof  Christ,  sanctify 
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me;  Body  of  Christ,  save  me,"  &c, ;  Ijut  the  sister,  OTe^ 
powered  by  her  grief,  not  being  able  to  proceed,  Mothei 
Seton  contiaued  the  prayer  herself.  Iler  last  words  were 
the  sacred  uames  of  JeauS,  Mary,  Joseph,  to  whom  sito 
yielded  her  heart,  her  spirit,  her  life,  to  whose  care  she  oora- 
mltted  her  last  agony,  and  in  whose  blessed  company  she 
hoped  to  repose  forever.  After  this  she  lost  the  power  of 
speech,  and  it  appeared  to  the  sister  who  was  nearest  to  hei 
that  our  Lord  w:ia  io  n  special  manner  present  at  her  side, 
Bs  if  waiting  to  bear  away  in  triumph  that  precious  soul 
Thus  did  Mother  Seton  pass  to  her  eternal  rest,  about  twu 
o'clock  in  the  morning,  on  the  4th  of  January,  1821,  in  the 
47th  year  of  her  age. 

The  funeral  obsequies  took  place  on  the  following  day, 
when,  in  union  with  the  holy  saeriGce  of  the  altar,  the  many 
desolate  hearts  of  St.  Joseph's  community  ascended  in  fer- 
vent sighs  to  heareu  for  her  happy  repose.  With  over- 
whelming tears  and  regrets,  they  bore  ber  reraaina  to  their 
humble  resting-place,  where  they  planted  the  simple  eroBS( 
the  emblem  of  ber  virtue,  and  the  rose-bush,  the  symbol '>f 
her  immortal  crown. 
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Since  Mother  SlIod'h  duath,  tlie  work  of  Ijcliiie^a  aud 
charity  whicb  she  cumiiieneed  lias  expanded  into  vast  pro- 
portiouB,  and  is  the  adiuiratioii  of  our  country  and  of  tlio 
vorld.*  Her  children  seeing  this,  have  risen  up  and 
"called  her  blessed."  ller  children  in  the  order  of  nature 
remember,  with  filial  gratitude  aud  love,  the  lessons  of  sauc- 
^ty  which  she  endeavored  to  impress  upon  their  youthful 
bearte ;  they  bless  her  memory,  and  aim  ut  being  worthy  of 
80  illnMtriona  a  parent.  Her  children  by  edueation  recall 
with  grateful  sentiments  the  happiness  of  having  enjoyed 
her  enlightened  and  maternal  care ;  they  declare  her  praises, 
and,  with  them  who  atill  reap  the  benefits  of  her  institution, 
they  offer  their  gifts  at  St.  Joseph's  shrine,^— the  pledges  of 
their  love  and  yeDcmtion.  Her  children  by  charity — the 
poor,  the  afflicted,  the  destitute  orphan,  the  victim  of  disease, 
all  the  children  of  misfortune — rise  up  to  publish  her  glory. 
With  thanks  to  heaven,  they  pronounce  her  name  as  that  of 
tbeir  true  benefactor,  their  enduring  friend.  But,  above  all, 
her  children  in  the  order  of  grace  proclaim  her  blessedness. 
They  look  upon  the  world  with  all  its  fascinating  objects, — 
its  riches,  its  pleasures,  its  vain  adiuiratiuii  aud  applause,— 
and  then  turn  with  disgust  from  these  dazzling  but  treacher- 
ous  allurements,  to  choose  for  their  portion  the  humility, 
«harity,  and  mortification  of  their  holy  foiindress.  They 
Jmow  that  "  religion  clean  and  undefiled  with  God  and  the 
Tather  is  to  visit  the  fatherless  and  widows  in  their  tribu- 
lation and  keep  one's  self  unspotted  from  this  world  ^"'f'tha 
^n  essential  mark  of  the  elect  is  to  assist  the  poor  and  suf- 
f-enng  members  of  Jesus  Christ,  to  feed  the  hungiy,  to  clothe 
tlie  naked,  to  harbor  the  stranger,  to  visit  the  aick;I  in 
die,  that  they  who  "instruct  many  to  justice  shall  shine 
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as  stars  for  all  eternity/"*'  Hence  they  cherish  the  memory 
of  Mother  Seton,  and,  as  an  incentive  to  emulate  her  holy 
example  and  aspire  to  her  glorious  reward,  they  have  in- 
scribed, on  the  wall  of  the  humble  chamber  in  which  she 
expired,  the  following  memento : — 

"  Here,  near  this  door,  by  this  fireplace,  on  a  poor,  lowly 
couch,  died  our  cherished  and  saintly  Mother  Seton,  on  the 
4th  of  January,  1821.  She  died  in  poverty,  but  rich  in 
faith  and  good  works.  May  we,  her  children,  walk  in  her 
footsteps  and  share  one  day  in  her  happiness  I     Amen." 

•Dan-ziLS. 
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^tsr  Bdkd  VTtaila  cleotea  Hotfaer-Sapariar— MIgsloBi  eaUblUhod  dor. 
lag  her  term  of  offioe— New  building— Won d erf al  ooroB— Mr.  Dnboii 
kppoinlcd  Biihop  of  Hew  York— Rer.  Dr.  Deluul  Saperior-denerd 
Of  the  Eifltera— Siator  Har;  Augastiae  UeaoDDt  olcsted  Hotbar- 
Snperior— Miisioni — The  ebulera— Sister  Koaere-eleoled— Rer.  John 
Sickej  SnpcriDr-Scneral — MiBBiong  daring  Hottaer  Roas's  eecond 
ndm  ID  ist  rati  on— Additional  building — Ercctius  of  a  nev  obnrch — 
Sister  Mar?  Xavier  Cisrlia  elected  Mothor-SupariDr— MiBsioni— Mr. 
X>elai>l  Suporior-ODDeral— Death  of  Sister  Rou  Wbite— Her  obar- 
Bjjter—Otber  buildiusl  ercoted  for  the  academ;  aDdaiBtorbood— Sif- 
ter Warj  Etienno  Hall  eleoted  Mo ther- Superior— Miaaiona—Orp ban 
«kay lam— Monument  to  Motber  Beloo— Chapel  of  Onr  lAdy  of  tba 
"Valloj— Union  of  St.  Joaepb'a  aiatBrhood  with  the  CougrBgalion  in 
f  ranrte  establiebed  b;  St.  Viocent  of  Paul— Rer.  Mariano  Mallat 
X:>irector  of  the  Uuited  StnteB  Prorinos  for  three  yeara,  then  ap- 
pointed Diroolorand  Visitor  of  the  ProHnee  in  Sraiil— Rer.  Franoli 
J^nrUudo  bolda  the  offioe  of  Director  for  twenty  yeari— Mother 
Xfcegina  Smith  Visitatrii- Neor  Missions  and  EsUblisbmenti  during^ 
bar  Adminiatration— Hotber  Ann  Simeon  Norris  Viailatrii— New 
SAiBBloDS  KDd  workB  of  obnritj— Mt.  Hope  Retreat— Mother  Ann 
Simeon's  death- Mother  Enpbomia  Blenkinaop  Viaitntrin- New 
MissioDl— Additional  bi 
d«a.th— Rev.  F.  On«drj 


*X^E  great  work  of  which  Mother  Scton  laid  the  foun- 

^aiJoD,  and  which  had  already  produced  the  moat  happy 

ircBulta  for  reli^on  and  society  before  her  departure  from 

life,  haa  continued  ever  since  that  period  to  increase  in 

Osefulnesa,  by  the  instniction  of  youth,  the  promotion 

of  piety  and  the  relief  of  sufferiDg  humanity.      Some 

t  notice  of  theae  emiuent  services  ia  necessary  to  fill  up 
the  picture  of  that  vast  amount  of  good  which  hat  been 
ihe  effect  of  hei  charity  and  zeoJ, 
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To  fill  the  vacancy  in  the  office  of  Superior,  an  eleo- 
tioD  was  lield  on  liie  25tli  of  January,  1S21,  which  re- 
sulted in  the  choice  of  Sister  Rase  White,  who  had  beeu 
appointed  mccessively  to  conduct  an  orphan  asylum  in 
Pniladelphia  and  New  York.  Her  sound  judgment  aud 
administrative  talent  joined  to  fervent  piety  and  sweet- 
nesa  of  manners,  indicated  her  aa  a  person  well  qualifieJ 
to  succeed  Mother  Seton.  At  the  time  of  her  election 
she  was  acting  as  sister-servant  at  the  asylum  in  Phila- 
delphia, and  as  soon  as  circumstances  permitted  she  set 
out  for  Emmettfiburg,  where  she  arrived  on  the  20lh  of 
March  and  entered  upon  the  duties  of  her  new  office. 
The  sisterhood  now  numbered  nearly  fifty  members, 
seven  or  eight  of  whom  were  employed  in  the  above- 
mentioned  cities.  The  important  benefits  derived  from 
their  charitable  labors  were  becoming  daily  more  exten- 
sively appreciated,  and  numerous  applications  were  made 
to  obtain  their  services.  During  the  period  of  Mother 
Rose's  first  administration,  an  orphan  asylum  with  a 
tree  scbool  was  established  at  Baltimore  and  in  Waetung- 
tou  city,  a  benevolent  school  was  opened  at  Lajicaster 
and  Frederick,  and  the  sisters  took  charge  of  the  In- 
firmary connected  with  the  medical  department  of  the 
University  of  Maryland.  The  increasing  prosperity  of 
St.  Joseph's  Academy,  which  counted  about  seventy 
pupiU,  made  it  necessary  lo  provide  ampler  room  for 
tJie  accommodation  of  the  community.  The  sisters  aud 
scholars  all  occupied  the  one  building  which  had  beeu 
originally  erected  for  their  use,  and  which  was  tar  from 
affording  convenient  space  for  their  present  purposes. 
T«  supply  this  want,  a  large  three-story  edifice  of  briclc, 
oou  hundred  feet  long  and  fifty  wide,  was  commenced  in 
Uiv  spring  of  1626,  and  was  sufiiciently  advanced  iii  the 
Miuiuier  of  the  l(>llowing  year  to  be  occupied. 
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Shortly  after  the  com  men  cement  of  thiB  improvemeut, 
fit  Joseph's  House,  which  from  its  birth  bad  heeu  blessed 
"with  the  constant  smiles  of  Heaveu,  became  the  object 
of  its  more  visible  and  extraordinary  favors.    On  the 
lOtb  of  June,  one  of  the  sisters  who  had  been  reduced 
by  all  accumulation  of  disease  to  the  very  verge  of  the 
grave,  was   suddenly    restored    to    health,  immediately 
j»fter   receiving   the  holy  communion.      For   thirty-six 
<]ays  she  had  Dot  been  able  to  retain  the  least  particle 
of  food  on  her  stomach ;  and  whenever  she  attempted 
to  take  any  nourishment,  it  was  ejected  with  such  violent 
wufferings  as  to  create  the  apprehension  of  immediate 
«]eath.      The  physicians  having   exhausted  all  the  re- 
sources of  their  art,  and   the  case  having   been    pro- 
anounced  desperate,  she  was  advised  by  Mr.  Dubois  to 
iftnake  a  novena  or  nine  days'  devotion,  in  honor  of  the 
lioly  name  of  Jesus,  in  union  with  Prince  Hoheiilohe, 
"Vho   on  a  previous   occasiou    had   announced   that  he 
"Would  pray  on  the  10th  of  each  month  for  the  intentions 
«if  those  living  out  of  Europe.     On  the  last  day  of  the 
aaovena,  she  received  the  Blessed  Sacrament  at  the  hands 
«:>f  the  Kev.  Superior,  and  all  her  morbid  symptoms  in- 
stantly disappeared.     On  the  lOtb  of  August,  another 
tsase  of  disease,  but  of  a  much  more  a^ravated  char- 
acter, was  also  suddenly  cured  by  performing  a  similar 
i:»ovena  in  union  with  Prince  Hohenlohe.     Mother  Rose 
"Was    overwhelmed  with  mingled  emotions  of  gratitude 
&nd    fear,  by  these  wonderful  evidences  of  the  divine 
luvor.     While  she  could  not  but  rejoice  at  such  signal 
luauifotations  of  the  Almighty's  goodness  in  behalf  of 
her  community,  she  knew  that  they  were  an  admonition 
to  her  and  her  sisters  to  cherish  the  spirit  of  humility, 
le  only  certain  means  of  becoming  useful  in  the  hands 
Ood  foi  the  execution  of  his  merciful  designs.    "  Mf 
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Go<],  thy  will  be  done,"  ahe  exclaimed  in  a  letter  to 
Archbishop  Mar^chal.  "I  fe«l  frightened  at  such  marks 
of  tenderness.  What  will  become  of  ub  if  we  do  not 
a<lvance  in  humility?  My  dear  and  moat  reverend 
fiithcr,  I  know  not  what  to  eay,  except  that  I  am  a 
miserable  sinner,  and  a  most  ungrateful  child.  Yet  I 
trust  our  Jeeus  has  his  faithful  ones  among  us." 

Theee  auspicious  events  were  still  fresh  in  the  grateful 
recollection  of  the  sisterhood,  when  it  was  announced  that 
Mr.  Dubois,  the  enlightened  director  and  superior,  who 
had  watched  so  carefully  over  its  interests,  who  had  been 
so  true  a  friend  to  the  institution,  who  had  labored  so 
long  and  so  Eealou^ly  to  form  its  inmates  to  the  spirit  of 
their  sublime  vocation,  was  called  to  another  sphere  of 
action,  having  been  appointed  to  the  vacant  bishopric  of 
Kew  York."*'  However  painful  on  their  part  the  sepa- 
ration that  was  to  take  place,  it  was  to  be  felt  still  more 
severely  by  the  students  and  professors  of  Mt  St.  Mary'* 
Collie,  of  which  Mr.  Dubois  had  been  the  founder,  and 
which  he  had  raised  from  the  humblest  beginnings  to  the 
grandest  scale  of  usefulness.  Though  far  advanced  in 
life  he  had  but  recently  erected,  as  an  addition  to  the  col- 
lege buildings,  a  large  edifice  of  hammered  stone,  nearly 
one  hundred  feet  long  and  three  stories  high ;  which,  how- 
ever, was  not  quite  fiuished  when  it  was  destroyed  by  fire 
in  the  spring  of  1824.  But  Mr.  Dubois's  charaoteristio 
fortitude  and  zeal  never  abandoned  him.  Even  while 
the  raging  element  was  doing  its  work  of  dedtructioo,  he 
determined  to  put  up  another  building  of  larger  dimen- 
sions and  better  plan.  In  this  he  was  not  disappointed. 
By  an  appeal  to  his  personal  friends  and  the  friends  of 
education,  he  succeeded  in  accomplishing  his  object,  and 
in  the  summer  of  182S  he  took  possession  of  the  new 
edifice  with  a  niuueroua  baud  of  pupils,  and  with  that 
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heartfelt  satisfaction  which  arises  from  tlie  cousuiousueaa 
of  haTtng  achieved  a  magnificent  work,  in  defiance  of 
the   most  formidable  obstacles.     It  was   a   itiouumcDt 
worthy  of  being  left  behind  him,  to  utteHt  faia  ardent  zeal 
and   indefatigable  efibrta  in  the  cause  of   religion   and 
education.     Mr.  Dubois  received  the  episcopal  consecra- 
tion in  the  autumn  of  the  same  year.     Ae  a  bishop,  he 
was  active  and  untiring  in  his  eudeavura  to  promote  the 
interests  of  the  Church,  and  amidst  the  labors  of  his 
declining  years,  it  wa!<  a,  source  of  the  greatest  cousolO' 
tion  to  hiiD  to  have  the  co-operation  of  clergymen  whom 
he  had  educated  himself,    and  to  behold   around   him 
Sisters  of  Ciiarity,  whom  he  had  trained  in  the  spirit  of 
their  exalted  vocation,  inatrncting  the  poor  and  tending 
the  helpless  orphan.     He  lived  also  to  see  a  collegiate 
institution  established  in  his  dioccss,  "founded  on  the 
plan,  governed  by  the  rules,  and  directed  by  the  children 
of  Mt.  St.  Mary's."    This  able  and  apostolic  prelate  was 
called  to  the  recompense  of  the  faithful  servant  on  the 
20th  of  December,  1842,  in  the  79th  year  of  his  age.* 
r        He  was  succeeded  in  the  general  superiorship  of  the 
^aeterhood  by  the  Rev.  Louis  B.  Deloul,  professor  of  the- 
■  «logy  in  St.  Mary's  Seminary,  Baltimore.    The  following 
year,  July,  1827,  Sister  Mary  Augustine  Deeount  was 
«]ected  to  preside  more  immediately  over  the  community, 
an  the  jilace  of  Mother  Rose  White,  who  had  iield  office 
:tur  two  consecutive  terms  and  was  not  re-eltgihle.    Mother 
^Augustine  Deeount  was  born  in  Philadelphia,  Pu.,  Oct, 
'Ctb,  1786,      Her   parents   were   good,  pious  Catholics. 
iing  gifted  with  remarkable  musical  talents  and  a  fiui3 
roice,  she  taught  music  in  one  of  tlie  first  French  acad- 
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cmie:.  iu  her  native  city,  aud,  aa  a  coDEequence,  ehe  wu 
obligLJ  lo  mingle  much  with  the  gay  world,  in  which  she 
was  g.-eatly  admired,  and  her  society  was  much  sought 
However,  slie  listened  with  docility  to  the  admoDition  of 
the  buloved  disciple:  "Love  not  the  world,  nor  the 
things  of  the  world,"  She  felt  a  powerful  attraction  to  a 
life  of  retirement,  but  she  could  not  decide.  In  this  per- 
plexity, she  bad  a.  remarkable  drenm — that  a  venerable 
priest,  whom  she  had  never  seen  before,  told  her  that  she 
should  leave  all  to  follow  Jesus  Christ,  and  devote  herself 
to  bis  service.  Some  years  after,  on  her  arrival  at  St. 
Joseph's,  wbeu  Mother  Setou,  according  to  custom,  took 
her  into  the  chapel,  to  pay  her  respects,  first,  to  "  The  Mas- 
ter of  the  House,"  dwelling  la  the  Tabernacle,  the  "  first 
object  that  attracted  ber  attention  was  a  picture  of  the 
very  priest  she  had  seen  in  her  dream — a  portrait  of  St. 
Viuoeut,  which  is  still  hanging  iu  the  community  room. 
Then  she  was  confident  that  she  was  doing  the  will  of 
God  in  her  regard.  She  arrived  in  the  Valley  July  31at, 
1817,  bringing  with  her  a  niece,  who  became  a  most 
elKcieut  member,  as  all  will  admit  who  were  acquainted 
with  Sister  Martina.  On  that  day,  the  society  of  the 
Bistei-a  of  Charity  was  precisely  but  eight  years  old. 
Having  uo  support  but  that  derived  from  the  school, 
Sister  Augustiue  was  a  great  acquisition,  particularly  ill 
the  musical  department,  and  most  zealously  did  she 
devote  herself  to  the  teaching  of  instrumental  and  vocal 
music  in  the  academy.  Besides,  she  was  a  person  of 
mature  judgment  and  experience,  willing  and  capable 
to  assist  iu  the  great  work.  She  was  remarkable  for 
regularity,  order,  and  a  great  consideration  for  the  feel- 
ings of  others,  combined  with  an  innate  politeness  and 
afiability  of  manner,  which  were  extended  even  to  the 
youngest  membeiB  of  the  oommunity.    All  she  did  wta 
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P  Well  (lone,  for  all  was  hallowed  by  the  pure  iuteuLion  of 
fr)>lea8iog  God.     During  Mother  Augustine's  administra- 
,  which   lasied   for  the  same   period,  the  valuahU 
tjBervices  of  the   sistera    nere  widely  extended,  by  the 
"  formation  of  various  establlshmeiita  of  charity  and  edu- 
cation in  differeut   parts  of  the  United   States.      Free 
schools  for  the  instruction  of  youth  of  the  poorer  class 
-were   opened  at  Harrisburg,  Albany,  Cincinaati,  Wil- 
miugtoD   (Del.),   New    York,    Brooklyn,   Philadelphia, 
JBostou,  Alexandria  (Va.) ;    asylums  for  the  protectioa 
and    support  of  destitute  orphans  were  commenced  at 
Albany,  Cincinnati,  New  Orleans,  Georgetown  (D,  C), 
Brooklyn,  Philadelphia,  and  New  York  ;  academies  for 
the  education  of  young  ladies  were  established  at  New 
York,  Alexandria,  and  Washington  city;  while  Bistfira 
■were   sent  forth  to  adiiiiiiisler  relief  to  their  suffering 
fellow-beings,  in  hospitals   at   St.  Louis,  New  Orleans, 
I*hilade!phia,  and  Baltimore.     The  self-Hacrificiug  devo- 
Xion  which  they  displayed  in  the  year  1832,  and   atill 
more  recently,  when  that  scourge  of  nations,  the  Asiatic 
«;hoIera,  swept  over  the  land,  will   never  be  forgotten. 
During  that  period  of  terror  and  desolation,  when  the 
entire  country  was   held    aghast  at  the    irresbtible  ad- 
"Vaucee  of  the  pestilence,  moving  from  city  to  city,  from 
liouse  to  house,  and  baffling  all  the  resources  of  human 
«3kill;  when  whole  populations  fled  before  ita  ravaging 
jxiwor  and  the  terrible  Buddennees  of  its  destruction,  the 
listers  of  Charity  heroically  offered  their  services  to  face 
Che  deadly  infection,  and  administer  relief  and  coueola- 
t.iou  amid  the  scenes  of  suffering  and  death.     The  civil 
^.uthoriLies  of  Philadelphia  were  the  first  to  invoke  their 
^id  ;  and  no  sooner  was  the  request  presented,  than  thir- 

tn  heroines  were  despatched  to  that  city,  eager  to  rush 
the  auistauce  of  those  from  whom  the  net  of  tha 
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world  Beeraed  to  fly  with  horror.  Tl>e  scene  at  tha 
Molher-house  od  tliis  occasion  vaa  subJime.  The  council 
having  o^embted,  a  fayorable  detenninntton  was  imnie- 
diately  taken,  and  a  selection  made  of  those  who  were  to 
Btjirt.  Joy  at  once  beamed  upon  the  countenancee  of 
those  who  had  been  ap|>ointed,  while  tbey  who  remained 
behind,  looked  with  pious  envy  on  those  upon  whom  the 
happy  lot  had  fallen.  A  similar  application  was  made 
in  Baltimore  for  the  services  of  the  sisters,  and  it  was 
met  with  equal  heroism,*  Regardless  of  self  and  with 
an  entire  devotedness  to  the  welfare  of  others,  they  en- 
tered the  haunts  of  pestilence,  bending  over  the  dying 
bed  when  friends  and  relatives  were  afraid  to  approach 
it ;  angels  of  mercy,  soothing  by  every  artifice  of  tender 
charity  the  pains  of  disease,  while  tbey  held  before  the 
sufierer  the  symbol  of  redemption  and  raised  his  hopes 
to  heaven.  Several  of  the  sisters  fell  martyra  to  their 
noble  charity  ;  and  to  commemorate  their  deeds  of  gen- 
erous devotion  in  the  cause  of  humanity,  monumenU 
were  erected  over  their  remains  by  municipal  authority; 
while  to  their  surviving  associates  public  thanks  were 
decreed  in  testimony  of  their  exalted  virtue."*' 

Mother  Augustine  died  on  tiie  27th  of  July,  1870. 
Her  reniaina  repose  in  the  little  cemetery  of  the  Valley. 

The  year  following  tlie  ravages  of  the  cholera,  Bister 
Kose  White  was  again  elected  to  the  government  of  the 
society.  At  this  period  tlie  Rev.  John  Hiekey  was  Supe- 
rior-General, having  succeeded  Mr.  Dohioi,  who  bad  been 
appointed  to  the  cliarge  of  the  ecclesiastical  seminary  in 
Baltimore.'"'  During  the  second  terra  of  Mother  Rose'i 
superiorship,  female  academies  were  ratablished  at  Nor- 
folk and  Vincennes ;  schools  were  opened  at  RichmoDd, 


•Baltimiin  QniotU,  Ooti 


MBS.    B.    A.    8ETON.  43t 

TJtica,  Conewago,  Philadelphia,  Pittsburg,  Potto vi lie, 
"Vincennea,  aud  Martinsbui^  ;  orphan  asylume  were  com- 
menced at  Martiusburg,  Pittsburg,  Philadelphia,  and  3l 
IxiuU ;  and  hospitals  were  undertakeu  iu  Baltimore  iiud 
Kichmund. 

While  the  sieter^  were  thus  exteudiug  the  ephere  of 
their  charity  abroad,  improvements  were  going  oti  at  the 
Mother-house,  for  the  bette>  accommodation  of  the  in- 
creasing numbers  that  sought  admission  within  its  walls. 
Id  1S36  was  commenced  a  large  brick  edifice,  seventy-two 
ieet  long,  forty-nine  wide,  and  three  Btorics  high,  con- 
necting with  the  eastern  extremity  of  the  main  building, 
and  running  at  right  angles  with  it  iu  a  northern  direc- 
tion, Hot  long  afler  its  completion,  another  undertalc- 
ing  was  begun,  to  supply  a  want  which  had  been  long 
felt  by  the  community — a  chapel  of  ample  dimeusioua 
for  the  religious  servicea  and  devotional  exercises  of  the 
house.  The  site  chosen  for  the  new  edifice  was  that 
-which  Mother  Setou  herself  had  designated  twenty  years 
l>efore.  All  the  preparations  for  the  work  having  been 
made,  the  ceremony  of  laying  the  corner-stone  took 
place  on  the  I9th  of  March,  1839,  the  feat^t  of  St.  Joseph, 
"the  principal  patron  of  the  institution,  and  in  less  than 
<WO  years  this  elegant  structure  was  ready  for  dedication 
to  the  worship  of  God.  The  solemn  rite  of  consecration 
-waa  performed  by  the  Most  Rev.  Archbishop  Eceiestou, 
assisted  by  the  Kt.  Rev.  Dr.  Wbelan,  Bishop  of  Rich- 
mond, and  a  numt>er  of  other  clergymen,  and  in  pres- 
ence of  a  large  concourse  of  persons,  on  the  6th  of  May, 
^841.  One  of  the  most  impressive  parts  of  the  cere- 
anony  was  the  procession,  by  which  the  relics,  to  be 
^deposited  in  the  altar,  were  conveyed  to  their  place  of 
^^eetiastioQ.  Iu  the  van  appeared  the  young  ladies  of 
HUie  academy,  one   hundred  aud  sixty  in  number,  all 
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dresMwI  iu  wliite,  ivitli  vt'ilsof  the  same  color,  preiredei) 
by  11  bamier  of  the  Blessed  Virfrin  borne  by  tliree  of 
tlie  acbolara;  n us t  walked  the  sisters,  numbering  about 
one  hundre<t,  two  by  two;  then  the  musical  baud  of  Mt. 
St.  Mary's  College  with  ita  piipila,  the  students  of  the 
Beminary  in  surplice,  and  the  Rev,  clergy  in  chaeuble; 
after  these  followed  the  urn  cootaining  the  holy  relics, 
mounted  on  a  beautifully  oniameuled  frame  which  was 
borne  by  four  priests ;  lastly  marched  the  bishops  in 
cope  and  mitre,  with  their  respective  assistants.  During 
the  procession,  appropriate  airs  were  performed  by  the 
band,  alternately  with  the  chanters,  who  sang  the  Te 
Deum.  The  rite  of  consecration  being  ended,  a  pontif- 
ical high  mass  was  celebrated  by  the  Rt.  Rev.  Bishop 
Whelan,  during  which  the  Rev.  Dr.  Moriarty  delivered 
a  discourse  suitable  to  the  occasion.  This  beautiiiil 
church  fronts  the  western  extremity  of  the  academy,  at 
a  distance  of  about  seventy  feet.  The  style  of  its  arch- 
itecture is  Tuscan.  It  is  a  spacious  building,  one  hun- 
dred and  twelve  feet  long  and  ninety-one  wide,  with  a 
lofty  steeple,  and  embracing  at  the  rear  end  two  wings, 
one  of  which  serves  as  a  vestry-i'oom,  the  other  for  per- 
sons connected  with  the  institution  and  strangers  who 
wish  to  altend  the  divine  service.  The  body  of  the 
church  is  reserved  for  the  sisters  and  the  young  ladies 
of  the  academy.  The  fa9ade  is  very  appropriately  set 
off  with  a  finely-sculptured  statue  of  St.  Joseph,  and 
bears  a  Latin  inscription,  which  states  that  the  edifice, 
erected  at  the  expense  of  the  Daughters  of  Charity,  waa 
dedicated  by  them  to  the  glory  of  God  in  honor  of  their 
chief  patron.'"'  As  you  cuter  the  front  door,  on  the 
left,  is  a  recess  containing  an  altar  commemorative  of 
the  seven  dolors  of  the  Virgin  Mother,  which  are  ex- 
hibited by  a  well-executed  group  in  composition.    Thii 


MRS.    B.    A.    SETON.  433 

group  was  presented  to  the  chapel  by  a  pious  njbleman 
<if  France,  to  obtain  a  share  ic  the  rich  bleasiugs  which 
<3od  BO  readily  grants  to  his  cherished  spouses.  In  the 
7ec«ss  on  the  right  is  an  altar  eacred  to  St.  Philomena, 
^wliicb  the  piety  of  former  pupils  has  raised  and  deeo- 
Tated  with  costly  gifts,  not  only  as  a  tribute  of  grateful 
■veneratioo,  but  as  a  pledge  of  their  participation,  in  the 
-valued  prayers  and  recollections  of  preceptresses,  re- 
xuembered  and  beloved.  In  the  spacious  chancel  of  the 
cburcb  rises  a  marble  altar  of  the  purest  white  and  of 
xnatchlesa  elegance,  and  elevated  high  above  it,  in  the 
uicbe  of  a  canopy  constructed  of  the  same  rich  mate- 
rial as  the  altar,  stands  a  we  11 -sculptured  image  of  the 
!£lessed  Virgin,  with  the  child  Jesus  in  her  arms, 
^bove  the  tabernacle,  on  either  side,  is  seen  a  cherub 
Sn  the  posture  of  profound  awe  and  adoration  before  the 
liolj  of  holies.  The  interior  of  the  chapel  contains, 
moreover,  several  paintings  of  merit."" 

At  the  period  of  its  dedication.  Mother  Xavier  Ciark 
jjreaided  over  the  institution,  having  been  elected  in  July, 
^839.  Mother  Xavier,  Catharine  Eugenie  Mettfiyer,  was 
lioni  in  the  island  of  San  Domingo,  about  the  year  1790 
«jr  '91.  Her  parents  were  wealthy  planters,  holding  a 
liigb  rank  in  the  island,  to  which  they  had  emigrated 
from  France  a  few  years  previous  to  the  birth  of  their 
«3augbter  Eugenie.  They  were  among  the  most  pros- 
^>erous  and  opulent  of  the  colony,  and  for  many  years 
fortune  was  lavish  of  her  favors  in  their  regard,  but  this 
Jjroaperity  was  succeeded  by  the  most  severe  trials. 

The  life  of  Mother  Xavier  was  truly  a  checkered 
^u>eDe.  At  her  birth,  her  parents  enjoyed  all  the  hap- 
piness that  wealth  and  rank  can  give;  scarcely  was 
^tia  eighteen  mouths  old,  when  the  storm  of  adversity 
plunged  them  into  the  greatest  affliction.    An  inaurrec 
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tioii  having  broken  out  among  the  negroes  in  the  French 
colony,  more  than  two  thousand  whites  perished  within 
two  montlis,  and  the  Mett^yer  family  escaped  the  gen- 
eral massacre  only  througli  the  fidelity  of  their  bIiivob,  tha 
little  Eugenie  being  miraculously  preserved  by  ber  uurse. 

These  insurrections  occurring  frequently,  the  inliabi- 
tants  were  kept  in  constant  dread.  Mother  Xavier, 
speaking  of  ber  young  life,  ofleu  eaid  she  was  a  child  of 
revolutiuu.  In  a  Bubsequent  outbreak,  her  father,  one 
of  the  best  and  kindest  of  masters,  was  poisoned  by  a 
favorite  servauL  Then  the  surviving  members  of  the 
family  left  the  island  for  New  Orleans,  where,  at  the 
age  of  seventeen,  she  became  the  wife  of  Captain  Clark, 
Boon  after  her  mother  died,  and  Madam  Clark  removed 
with  her  husband  to  New  York.  There  she  often  met 
her  own  servants  in  the  streets.  At  nineteen  she  waa 
left  a  widow,  a  stranger  in  a  strange  land.  Then  she 
became  acquaiut&i  with  a  most  excellent,  pious  French 
lady,  who  soon  became  a  sincere  and  special  friend. 

One  day,  in  tlie  parlor  of  this  friend.  Madam  D.,  she 
picked  up  a  Testament,  and  began  to  read.  A  sudden 
light  flashed  upon  her  mind,  and,  like  8t.  Paul,  she  cried 
out,  "Lord,  what  wilt  Thou  have  me  to  do?" 

She  was  ready  for  every  good  work.  Being  requested 
to  Join  the  choir  of  St.  Peter's  Church,  she  was  too 
happy  to  consecrate  to  the  praise  of  God  that  exquisite' 
voice  that  had  been  so  much  admired,  which  might  Iw 
compared  to  the  warbling  of  birds,  in  its  rich,  sweet 
melody.  (At  this  time  Madame  B.  had  engaged  tha 
young  wiflow  to  assist  in  her  academy,  which  waa  tha 
first  in  New  York.)  Many  years  after  her  entrance  intO; 
the  community,  her  vocal  powers  were  a  source  of  pleaa- 
ure  to  all.  Mother  Rose,  whoso  heart  was  so  alive  tC' 
pious  emotions,  would  sometimes  say  to  those  around  hei^  i 
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"  Did  you  ever  hear  a  voice  eo  full  of  piety  and  uuction 
as  Sister  M.  Xavier's?  " 

Mother  Xavier's  beautiful  and  eventful  life  would  fill 
volumes.  It  is  preserved  in  the  annals  of  the  com- 
munity; but,  as  our  space  is  limited,  we  cannot  glean 
any  more  from  the  rich  field  which  it  presents.  "  She  - 
lived  the  life  of  a  saint,"  died  the  death  uf  a  saiut, 
and  now  shares  the  eternal  bliss  of  the  saints. 

During  her  admiiiiBtratiuu,  which  lasted  six  yeara,  aa 
orphan  asylum  and  hospital  were  commenced  in  Balti- 
more ;  in  the  same  city  the  domestic  department  of  Sl 
Miiry'a  College,  and  that  of  St.  John's  College  at  Ford- 
ham,  N.  Y.,  were  placed  under  the  chaise  of  sisters ; 
-an  asylum  and  school  were  eetabtished  at  Mobile;  a 
preparatory  school  for  young  hoys  about  a  mile  from 
£mmettsburg  ;  an  asylum  and  school  at  Cincinnati ;  an 
nsylum  and  two  schools  at  St.  I^ouis ;  an  asylum  and 
Acbooi  at  Washington  city;  an  asylum  and  school  at 
J>onaldBonville,  and  a  hospital  at  Detroit. 

In  1841,  the  Kev.  Mr.  Mickey,  Superior-General  of  the 
sisterhood,  resigned  his  office,  and  was  succeeded  by  the 
"Very  llev.  Mr.  Deluol,  of  St.  Mary's  Seminary,  Balti- 
Xnore.  About  the  time  of  his  accession  to  the  govern- 
:iiieiit  of  the  society,  it  lost  one  of  its  earliest  and  most 
efficient  members  in  the  person  of  Sister  Rose  White, 
Xvltose  name  has  hecu  already  mentioned.  Her  sterling 
qualities,  particularly  her  firmness  and  prudence  in  gov- 
erning others,  without  losing  their  confidence  and  aifec- 
Liou,  may  be  estimated  from  the  fact  of  her  having  been 
^.ppointed  to  the  ciiarge  of  the  first  two  institutions  that 
^vcre  undertaken  abroad  by  the  sisters  of  St.  Joseph ; 
^.nd  also  from  the  circumstance  of  her  having  been 
elected,  as  often  as  she  was  eligible,  to  the  office  of 
Itfother-Superior.     She  was  employed  at  difiereat  in- 
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tervals  in  severnl  other  sitii.itiona,  and  lastly  st  Fred 
erick  City,  wli ere  she  became  sister-Bervant  soon  afta 
her  retirement  from  the  superiorship  in  1839.  Though 
she  usually  looked  well,  her  bodily  sufferings  had  been 
great  for  several  years,  but  did  not  prevent  her  from 
devoting  herself  without  reserve  to  numerous  and  fatigu- 
ing duties.  After  her  arrival  in  Frederick,  her  health 
rapidly  declined,  and  at  length  sbe  sank  under  ths 
violence  of  a  bilious  affection  on  the  25th  of  July,  1841, 
The  death  of  Sister  Rose  was  deeply  lelt  by  all  who 
knew  her,  especially  by  the  members  of  the  community 
to  which  she  belonged,  whose  grief  was  only  soothed  by 
the  recollection  of  her  many  virtues,  and  tbe  hope  that 
she  would  remember  them  in  heaven.  During  a  long, 
time,  her  maternal  heart  was  sorely  tried  by  severe  do- 
mestic afflictions;  yet  Lhey  always  found  her  resigned  to 
the  will  of  God,  and,  however  painful  the  circumstance, 
her  cDUDtenance  rarely  betrayed  the  emotions  of  her 
soul.  Many  pages  might  be  filled  with  the  narrativa 
of  her  patience  and  submission  under  the  sufferings 
which  s^e  had  to  endure ;  the  great  confidence  which 
she  manifested  in  Divine  Providence ;  her  tender  devo- 
tion to  the  Mother  of  God;  and  her  unbounded  charity 
and  zeal  for  the  orphan  and  the  poor.  She  was  a  lady 
of  the  most  engaging  manners,  with  the  sweetest  temper, 
and  a  heart  overflowing  with  goodness.  Ever  mindful 
of  her  obligations  as  a  Sister  of  Charily,  she  was  full  of 
piety,  ikithful  to  her  rule,  and  an  example  of  every  virtue 
to  those  around  hor ;  yet  she  was  always  cheerful,  amia- 
ble, and  kind.  She  possessed  the  secret  of  winning- 
hearts  ;  every  scholar  under  her  care  loved  her  oe  » 
mother.  To  the  sisters,  her  associates,  she  was  equally' 
Often,  during  the  hours  of  recreation,  did 
Bb»  entertaia  them  wilU  the  most  interesting  details  of  ' 
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the  labors  ami  privntiODs  winch  had  l>cen  uiiilergoue  at 
(he    commeuccment  of   the   sisterhood;    am!    with    the 
stores  of  her  retentive  memory  and  her  happy  flow  of 
words,  she  could  rivet  the   delighted  atteotiun  of  her 
hearers  by  theee  alluaioiia  to  their  early  history.     Sister 
Ko^  was  called   to  her  reward  a  few  weeks  after  the 
death  of  one  of  her  dearest  and  most  valued  frienda, 
the  Rt.  Rev.  John  B.  David,  coadjutor  of  the  Bish>p  of 
Bardstown.     He  had  been  her  spiritual  director  before 
her  connectiou  with  the   sisterhood,  and  he  was  after- 
-wards  the  second  Superior-General  of  the  society.     In 
their  correspondence,  they  had   mutually  edified  each 
other  by  dwelling  on  the  anticipation  of  the  pleasure 
■which  friends,  bound  together  in  this  life  by  the  ties  of 
"virtue,  will  experience  in  meeting  hereafter  in  heaven ; 
sad  now  they  were  both  summoned,  within  a  brief  in- 
terval, to  meet  before  God,  who  had  been  the  common 
«bject  of  their  ardent  love  and  fondest  hope.     It  may 
sot  be  uninteresting   or  uninatructive   to   those  whom 
Sister  Rose  has  left  behind  her,  to  know  the  sentiments 
"which  she  and  her  distinguished  friend  entertained  on 
•tbis  aubject.     He  thus  writes  to  her,  January  14,  1835: 
*'  Your  old  father  receives  with  a  grateful   heart  your 
amiable   salutation    and    the   expression  of  your   kind 
-wishes  in  the  beginning  of  this  new  year.     O  truly,  if 
"there  ia  a  time  for  spiritual  firiends,  that  is  to  say,  souls 
■united  together  in  our  blessed  Jesus,  to  form  those  char- 
jta.ble  wishes  for  one  another,  it  is  when  these  revolu- 
tions of  years  admonish  them  of  the  rapid  approach  of 
that  blessed  eternity  towards  which  they  are  hastening 
=ftogether.     Truly,  my  beloved  daughter,  next  to  the  de- 
sire we  ought  to  entertain  of  being  soon  united  Ibrever 
to  the  sovereign  object  of  our  love,  that  of  being  united 
to  our  dear  friends  ought  to  be  uppermost.    The  sams 


reflection  now  occurs  to  my  miad,  which  you  expreeecd 
in  the  letter  I  received  from  you,  whea  laet  at  St, 
Joaeph'fl  Valley,  from  Washington:  'that,  if  we  enjoy 
so  great  a  pleasure  iu  seeing  our  dear  friends  from 
whom  we  had  been  long  separated,  even  in  this  vale  of 
tears,  though  only  for  a  short  while,  aud  with  the  sad 
necessity  of  parting  again  soon  from  them :  what  will 
that  pleasure  be  wheu  we  meet  in  heaveu  f '  The  same 
reflection,  I  say,  dow  occurs  to  my  mind.  If  we  feel 
such  satiafuction  now,  iu  thiukiug  of  that  happy  eter- 
nity in  the  company  of  our  dear  frieuds,  what  will  it 
he  wheu  we  flud  our  dc«ire  realized?  If  the  anticipa- 
tion is  so  sweet,  what  will  be  the  moment  of  the  reunion, 
a  reuuion  tliat  is  never  to  end  ?  It  seems  to  me,  that 
the  sweetness  of  that  anticipation  comca  from  the  spir- 
itual union  which  actually  unites  ua  together  in  our 
beloved  centre.  That  sweetness  flows  from  the  love  of 
Jesus,  to  whom  we  are  really  united  by  divine  charity 
and  the  holy  communion,  so  that  we  may,  even  in  this 
life,  really  find  one  another  in  that  sanctuary  of  divine 
love,  and  already  begin  that  enjoyment  which  will  be 
consummated  when  we  meet  in  lioaveii.  So  that  wo 
begin  here  the  song  which  we  shall  continue  to  sing 
during  eternity;  'behold  how  good  and  how  pleasant 
it  is  for  brethren  to  dwell  together  in  unity  I'  Blessed 
unity  1  one  with  God,  aud  one  together ;  all  consummated 
in  one,  as  our  blessed  Saviour  asked  of  his  Father  after 
his  last  supper.  O  what  encouragement,  especially  for 
those  who  are  fiivored  with  the  happy  call  to  live  in  a 
religious  community,  to  entertain  among  tliemselves  the 
bond  of  charity  aud  perfect  unity !  Let  us  then  oberish 
now  that  blessed  uuiou  ;  let  ua  make  every  eflbrt  to  ad- 
vance in  that  holy  exercise  of  love.  This  aeaaon  invites 
to  it.    let  us  bo  veiy  assiduous  in  that  stable,  at  the 


foot  of  that  manger,  at  the  knee  of  our  Iioly  Mother, 
holding  iu  her  arniB  the  Diviiie  Babe,  shivering  with 
cold,  yet  a  furnace  of  love;  elieJdiiig  tears,  yet  Siting 
with  joy  the  hearts  that  love  him.  How  he  loves  ua 
and  offers  himself  for  ub!  How  he  haptens  to  show  that 
love,  by  shedding  already  his  blood  in  his  circiimcisioa, 
and  giving  ua  a  pledge  that  he  will  shed  the  whole  of 
it,  by  takiug  the  sacred  name  of  Jesus  I  O  that  this 
Bffeet  Dame  should  be  deeply  engraved  in  our  hearts! 
What  heavenly  balm  it  would  pour  into  all  the  powers 
of  our  soul !  How  happy  should  we  be,  if  we  had  nothing 
in  our  mind  but  Jesus;  nothing  in  our  memory  hut 
Jesus;  in  our  will  but  Jesus;  in  our  imagination  but 
Jesus!  Jesus  should  be  everywhere  in  ns,  and  we 
everywhere  in  Jesus.  Let  us  pronounce  often  that 
adorable,  amiable,  salutary  name.  But  how  shall  we  be 
able  to  pronounce  it  as  we  ought?  St.  Paul  assures  us, 
that  no  one  can  say,  '  Lord  Jesus,'  but  in  the  Holy 
Ghost,  that  is,  by  the  impulse  of  divine  love.  Ah,  it 
would  require  a  tongue  of  fire  to  pronounce  it  worthily. 
Let  us  beg  our  holy  Mother,  who  was  the  first  to  pro- 
nounce it  in  this  world,  and  so  often  repeated  it  with  in- 
expressible  love  and  delight,  to  teach  us  how  to  pro- 
Bouoce  it  well  and  often."'"' 

Although  two  spacious  edifices  had  been  erected  to 
meet  the  wants  of  St.  Joseph's  sisterhood  and  academy, 
the  increasing  prosperity  of  the  institution  rendered  it 
neceesary  to  provide  additional  room.  For  this  purpose, 
a  large  building,  fifty-seven  by  sixty-niue  feet,  and  tiiree 
stories  high,  was  commenced  in  1841,  connecting  with  the 
esflterD  extremity  of  the  academy  and  running  at  right 
«aglea  with  it  in  a  southern  direction.  It  is  surmounted 
vrith  a  cupola  and  belvedere,  which  command  one  of  the 
jnoet  extensive  and  delightful  prospects  that  can  greet 
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the  eye.  Having  mentiooed  tUe  different  buildings  ap- 
proitmted  to  aoiiolEistic  purposes,  we  shall  briefly  etata 
the  riardcalar  usea  of  each.  The  main  edifice  is  distrih 
uted  inw  rooma  for  recitation,  the  cabinet  of  natural 
BcicDcca,  the  library,  dormitories,  etc.,  and  in  the  lowest 
Btory  are  the  important  arraiigenients  of  the  culinary 
department.  Another  building  in  the  rear,  coutaina  the 
refectory,  inlirraary,  bathing  establishment,  and  a  large 
hall  for  drawing,  painting  and  embroidery.  The  laat  ■ 
mentioned  edifice  has  three  grand  divisions  :  a  study- 
room,  a  hall  for  public  exbibitious,  and  one  for  the  exor- 
cises of  vocal  and  instrumental  music. 

A  few  yeara  after  its  erection,  in  1844,  another  exten- 
sive structure  was  undertaken  for  the  exclusive  accom- 
modation of  the  sisters  and  novices,  and  was  completed 
in  little  more  than  twelve  months,  having  been  occupied 
in  September,  1845.  It  stands  east  and  west,  cooDecting 
the  academy  and  the  chapel,  with  lateral  projections  to 
the  south,  inclosing  on  three  aides  a  court-yard  seventy 
feet  by  forty  in  extent.  The  new  residence  of  the  sisters 
is  two  hundred  and  thirty-two  feet  in  developed  length, 
and  forty  in  width,  with  two  stories  and  a  roomy  attic, 
and  is  constructed  of  brick  and  cut  stone,  colored  of  a 
light  slate  or  gray.  It  is  after  the  conventual  style  of 
the  fourteenth  and  fifteenth  centuries,  with  embattled 
parapets;  high-pitched  roof  with  dormers,  surmounted 
by  a  belfry  thirty  feet  high ;  the  windows  of  the  eecoud 
story  square,  with  transom  forming  a  cross ;  the  lower 
windows  muUioned  with  hood-moulda;  the  lateral  walld 
broken  by  buttresaes ;  aud  with  porches  to  the  first  aud 
second  stories,  running  along  the  north  wall.  The  build- 
ing is  truly  Catholic  in  il^  external  appearance.  It  was 
designed  and  its  erection  superintended  \}j  a  gentlenuui 
iriio  has  given  much  attention  to  the  study  of  Cliristiaii 
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Brclii lecture.*  The  interior  parts  of  the  edifice  are  well 
ailapted  to  their  sacred  uses.  The  lower  and  second 
Etoriea  are  severally  fourteen  feet  io  height.  On  the  first 
is  a  cloister  running  around  the  entire  court-yard  and 
communicating  with  the  cbapel,  and  abo  tlie' public 
rooms  for  the  use  of  the  community,  among  them  tba 
BUperior'a  apartment  and  chapter-room.  The  other  sto- 
ries are  occupied  as  dormitories,  aud  for  the  intirmaiy, 
refectory  and  other  purposes."]" 

Shortly  before  the  occupation  of  this  building  by 
the  community,  Sister  Mary  Etienne  Hall  was  elected 
Mother-Superior,  July  21st,  1845.  During  this  same 
year  the  white  house,  which  had  been  originally  built  for 
the  purposes  of  the  institution,  and  which  for  some  tima 
had  been  used  exclusively  by  the  sisters,  was  removed  to 
another  location,  northwest  of  the  chapel,  in  order  to 
make  room  for  the  larger  edifice  just  described,  and  was 
converted  into  an  orphan  asylum.  The  first  aud  darling 
wish  of  Mother  Seton  was  to  serve  the  poor  and  the 
helpless  ;  and  it  has  so  happened  that  the  first  building 
erected  for  the  Sisters  of  Charity,  and  which  formerly 
ferved  for  the  combined  objects  of  sisterhood  and  acad- 
emy, is  DOW  appropriated  exclusively  to  the  support  and 
.education  of  the  destitute  orphan.  About  forty  children 
are  occupants  of  this  ueat  and  venerable  house,  under 
the  immediate  care  of  the  sisters,  and  eujoy  every  facility 
for  obtaining  the  benefits  of  a  solid  and  religious  eduea- 
.tiou.  Such  of  them  as  evince  a  particular  taleut,  are 
, taught  those  branches  which  will  qualify  them  for  the 
office  of  governess. 

Actuated  by  a  sense  of  grateful  veneration  for  Motlier 
Seton,  the  government  of  the  sisterhood  has  erected  a 
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handsome  miirble  monument  over  her  rcmnius,  which 
was  commenced  in  1845.  Its  plan  and  decoratioDa  are  in 
the  Gothic  style,  Ou  tlie  front,  ikcing  the  aoutli,  id  th,;  in- 
Bcription,  "To  the  memory  of  E.  A.  Scton,  Foiindreas;"  on 
the  west  aide  are  the  words,  "  Precioua  iu  the  sight  of  the 
Lord  is  the  death  of  his  saints;"*  on  the  eaet,  "The  just 
shall  live  in  everlasting  remembrance; "f  and  on  tha 
north,  "  The  just  shall  shine  as  the  eun  in  the  kingdom 
of  their  Father."  J  On  the  grounds  in  front  of  the 
academy,  another  structure  bos  arisen,  a  monument  of 
youthful  piety  and  virtue.  It  ia  a  small  Gothic  oratory, 
in  the  pointed  style,  erected  in  1845,  by  contributions 
from  some  of  the  former  pupils  of  the  academy,  who 
requested  at  the  same  time  that  it  should  be  called  "Tlie 
Chapel  of  Our  Jjady  of  the  Valley."  As  soon  as  it  was 
commenced,  the  resident  scholars  seconded  the  design, 
and  they  still  continue  their  offerings  for  iU  adorumeut. 
Its  interior  arrangements  and  decorations  are  splendidly 
beautiful,  and  reflect  high  honor  upon  the  gratitude  and 
piety  of  the  Catholic  pupils  who  erected  and  who  now 
adorn  this  elegant  shrine  of  our  Blessed  Lady.  Besides 
these  improvements  at  the  Mother-house,  much  has  beeu 
done  within  a  few  years  past  to  eniiance  the  appearance 
of  the  place,  by  the  planting  of  trees,  and  laying  off  the 
premises  iu  a  tasteful  manner  and  attractive  to  the  eya 

Since  Mother  Etieniie  haa  been  superior  of  the  society, 
the  tbliowing  important  establishments  have  been  under- 
taken abroad:  a  school  at  Baltimore;  an  orphan  asylum 
at  Wilmington,  Del.;  an  orphan  asylum  and  two  schools 
at  Albany ;  an  asylum,  school  and  hospital  at  Troy ; 
asylum,  school  and  hospital  at  Buffalo  ;  an  asylum  and 
Bchool  at  Detroit;  an  asylum  and  infirmary  at  Milwaukee; 
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Kti  asylum  and  school  at  Natchez ;  a  hospital  at  Douald- 
sonviile;  an  asylum  and  school  at  Norfolk ;  a  sclioul  at 
Boston ;  a  school  at  St.  Louis,  an  asylum  in  the  same 
city  for  more  advanced  orphans,  wlio  are  taught  trades ; 
and  also  an  asylum  for  poor  girla  who  are  out  of  a  eitua- 
tion,  where  they  are  provided  with  work  uotil  they  find 
a  suitable  employment.  Of  the  establishments  under  the 
charge  of  the  Sisters  of  Charity,  Mouut  Hope  Institution 
at  BaJdmore,  chiefly  for  the  insane,  may  be  mentioned  as 
one  of  the  principal,  and  as  au  iustanee  of  their  muniS- 
eent  and  devoted  labors  in  behalf  of  their  sufiering 
fellow-creatures.  This  property  is  owned  by  the  sisters, 
vho,  since  the  purchase  of  it  in  1844,  have  made  most 
exteuaive  additions  to  tlie  buildings,  and  such  alterations 
as  have  enabled  them  to  introduce  all  the  latest  improve- 
ments for  the  benefit  and  comfort  of  the  patieuls.  The 
institution  stands  on  au  eminence  which  commands  au 
extensive  view  of  the  adjacent  country.  The  adjoining 
grounds  have  been  laid  oif  with  special  reference  to  the 
good  of  the  afflicted  individuals  who  live  in  the  house. 
Its  interior  arrangemeuta  are  also  particularly  directed 
to  promote  their  welfare ;  tiie  rooms  are  spacious  and 
airy,  the  walls  are  relieved  with  paintings  and  other 
objects  calculated  to  attract  attention  and  divert  the 
wind ;  in  a  word,  the  whole  establishment  presents  more 
the  appearance  of  an  abode  of  domestic  ease  and  reliua- 
ment,  than  of  an  institution  forbidding  and  repulsive  iu 
its  character.  In  regard  to  tlie  moial  treatment  of  the 
insane,  the  whole  system  may  be  said  to  consist  in  kind- 
ness and  employment.  The  latter  is  iicce«sary  to  divert 
the  mind  of  the  patient  from  its  morbid  delusions,  while 
tiie  former  is  equally  so  to  consult  at  all  times  his  comfort 
and  advantage.  In  this  respect,  houses  for  tlie  insane 
uuder  the  direction  of  the  sisters  are  i>evuliat]y  bleaeed. 
i  u 
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Ktuuness  and  beoevoleiice  are  tbe  direct  fruits  of  tluA 
charity  which  they  profesB,  and  cannot  be  found  in 
same  degree  in  uneducated  hirelings.  "But  it  is 
highly  important,"  saya  Dr.  Stokes,  "that  besides  tha 
posBesBion  of  these  rare  qualities,  the  attendants  should 
be  familiar  with  the  habits  and  manners  of  respectable 
life.  Can  any  greater  injury  be  inflicted  on  a  sensitiw 
female  lunatic,  for  example, — one  heretofore  accustomedj 
to  good  society, — than  to  find  herself,  on  her  recoverjv 
limited  to  the  companionship  of  a  common  attendantf 
Can  anything  be  conceived  better  calculated  to  disgiu|< 
and  increase  the  excitement  of  a  convalescent  of  refinecL 
and  tender  feelings,  than  to  be  subjected  to  the  rude  and 
jocose  familiarity,  or,  it  may  be,  the  rougher  behavior  of 
low  and  ignorant  keepers  ?  Sir  William  Ellis  well  re^ 
marks, '  a  wife,  a  sister  or  a  daughter  exhibits  an  alters-l 
tion  in  manner  which  indicates  the  existence  of  diseased 
action  in  the  brain — there  is  a  morbid  sensitiveness 
feeling — it  is  essential  that  she  should  at  once 
&om  her  home  and  intrusted  to  strangers.  Can  any 
doubt  the  advantage  of  securing  as  her  companion 
lady  of  tender  feelings,  of  refined  and  cultivated  min^ 
and  who  has  such  an  acquaintance  with  the  disease 
to  enable  her  carefully  and  judiciously  to  apply,  under 
the  direction  of  a  professional  man,  proper  medical  and 
moral  treatment?  Is  there  a  husband,  a  father  or  ft 
brother,  who  would  not  hail  as  a  benefactress,  a  femalt 
BO  endowed,  who  would  take  the  charge  of  his  relation  f* 
In  the  sisters  we  have  foand  associated  a  combination  of 
qualities  admirably  adapting  them  for  this  responsibly 
and  delicate  duty.  By  their  exalted  piety,  by  their  con* 
trolling  sense  of  responsibility  to  the  all-seeing  Ood,  bf 
thdr  refined  taste  and  cultivated  minds,  they  posseas  the' 
■wry  attributea  moat  necessary  to  constitute  fiuthful,  t^ 
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Cleat  and  afeilful  attendants  on  the  insane.  In  a  word, 
thejr  possess,  in  an  eminent  degree,  all  those  eudowmeota 
of  the  mind  and  heart,  requisite  to  insure  the  fulfilmeat 
of  all  the  requirements  of  that  law  of  humanUt/  and  Idnd- 
ness,  which  should  be  the  pervading  genius  of  every 
lunatic  asylum."*  Though  the  insane  constitute  the 
greater  portion  of  those  who  are  received  at  Mt.  Hope, 
other  patients  suffering  from  general  diseases  are  also 
admitted.  Many  indigent  persons  likewise  enjoy  the 
benefits  of  the  institution,  living  on  its  bounty  without 
making  any  compensation  in  return.  From  the  last  re- 
port of  the  institution,  for  the  year  1851,  we  learn  that 
there  are  twenty  charity  patients  in  the  house.  The 
same  document  informs  us,  that  "  the  whole  number  of 
persons  who  in  nine  years  have  sought  to  avail  them- 
selves of  the  benefits  of  this  institutioa,  laboring  either 
under  some  form  of  mental  malady,  or  of  mania  a  potu, 
or  of  some  kind  of  general  disease,  has  been  two  thou- 
sand and  forty-eight.  Of  this  number,  one  thousand 
two  hundred  and  three  have  undergone  treatment  in  the 
department  for  the  insane,  and  eight  hundred  and  forty- 
five  in  the  department  for  general  diseases.  Of  the 
above  aggregate  number,  there  have  been  dischai^ed  one 
thousand  eight  hundred  and  twenty-eight  —  of  which 
number  one  thousand  one  hundred  and  sisty-five  have 
recovered,  eighty-six  have  died,  and  five  hundred  and 
seventy-seven  have  been  discharged  in  various  condi- 
tions, some  greatly  improved  in  health  and  habits,  and 
others  as  harmless  and  incurable."  During  the  year 
1851,  the  whole  number  of  patients  treated  in  the  house, 
was  three  hundred  and  seventeen,  of  whom  seventy-nine 
were  in  the  department  of  general  diseases.'l' 
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Among  the  ioetitutions  wliich  have  been  mEntionetl 
in  the  preceding  pages,  aa  having  been  conducte<]  bji 

the  SUtere  of  Charity,  several  have  been  discontinued, 
and  others  have  ceased  to  be  under  their  direclioOi 
owing  to  various  circumstances  which  rendered  it  ei 
pedient,  in  the  judgment  of  superiors,  that  the  service 
of  the  sisters  should  be  withdrawn.  Fay-schools  ao^ 
other  institutious,  which  were  undertaken  by  the  sist^ 
years  ago,  when  urgent  reasons  seemed  to  require  thil 
modification  of  their  rule,  have  in  a  great  measure  be^ 
abolished,  aa  these  reasons  in  many  cases  no  longer  esiab 
It  has  been  thought  advisable,  by  such  reforms,  to  giv(^ 
to  the  operationa  of  the  society,  as  much  as  pOBsiblq^ 
that  sphere  and  direction  which  belong  to  the  congregaa 
tion  established  by  St.  Vinc-ent  of  Paul.  This  polity 
was  the  more  necessary,  as  a  union  with  this  congregw 
tiou  was  earnestly  desired  and  fondly  expected  by  t 
sisterhood  at  Emmettsburg,  The  most  important  event 
connected  with  the  recent  history  of  the  society  in  th 
country,  is  undoubtedly  its  incorporation  into  that  a: 
cient  and  venerable  congregation  which  has  existed  fi 
upwards  of  two  hundred  years.  We  have  seen  tha| 
from  the  very  commencement  of  the  community  f 
Emmettsburg,  a  colony  of  French  sisters  was  expected 
to  aid  and  initiate  it  in  the  practice  of  the  rules.  Sino 
that  time  frequent  applications  were  made,  for  the  pui 
pose  of  effecting  a  union  between  the  society  in  Frano^ 
and  that  in  the  United  States;  but  they  were  always 
unsuccessful,  until  a  similar  petition  was  more  recentljl| 
presented  in  the  spriug  of  1849,  by  an  American  pre 
late,  at  the  request  of  the  Superior-General,  the  Verj 
Rev,  Mr.  Deluol,  and  with  the  approbation  of  the  MoBI 
Bev.  Archbishop  of  Baltimore.  The  following  summei; 
a  stiJi  more  explicit  letter  of  application  was  pre 
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hy  the  superiors,  through  tlic  Rev.  Mariauo  Mailer,  who 
at  th&t  time  was  on  a  v'mt  to  Europe.     When  he  re- 
turned lo  America,  in  the  month  of  October,  he  was  the 
bearer  of  an  answer  favorable  to  the  request  of  the  sis- 
terhood at  Emmettaburg.     Shortly  after,  Mr.  Deluol  re- 
signed the  office  of  Superior-General,  and  at  his  request 
Mr.  Mailer  entered  upon  its  duties  as  a  provisional  sub- 
stitute.    At  that   time   the   uniou  with  the  society  in 
France  was  not  complete;  but  it  was  fully  establiahed 
«n  the  25th  of  March,  1850,  when  the  sistere  in  this 
country  renewed   their  vows  with  that  formula  which 
ia  used  by  the  society  of  St.  Vincent  of  Paul.     Since 
ihat  period  several  members  of  St.  Joseph's  community 
lave  visited  Europe,  to  obtain  an  insight  into  the  spirit 
"Which  prevails  there  among  their  associates.     The  fol- 
3owitig  year,  on  the  8th  of  December,  the  feast  of  the 
Snimaculate  conception  of  the  Blessed  Virgin  Mary,  the 
listers  at  Emmettsburg  assumed  the  habit  which  is  com- 
:%iion  to  those  in  France,  and  which  differs  much  from 
'fthat   previously  used  in  this  country,  especially  in  the 
-ilieaii -dress,  which  is  a  white  linen  bonnet  with  a  wide  pro- 
jection on  each  side.*     Sisters  of  Charity  of  St.  Joseph 
%ave  thus  become  associated,  by  a  holy  fellowship,  with 
"^iie  Daughters  of  Charity,  servanta  of  the  poor,  forming 
^:)oe  society  with  them,  having  the  same  conatitutioos, 
^^ules,  government  and  spirit.     Thus  also  have  the  mem- 
^Ders  of  the  respective  sisterlioods  in  America  and  on  the 
blather  side  of  the  Atlantic,  mutually  drawn  upsa  tbem- 
^aelves  and  upon  their  charitable  labors  an  immense  in- 
^Srease  of  heavenly  blessing,  by  the  additional  prayers 
^aj)<l  services  that  are  now  enlisted  in  the  same  cause. 

•  Ibii  besd-drcs*  ia  French  ia  aallad  eometii,  and  ji  Dearly  the  iftina 
^^1  that  fint  wurn  b;  the  DsaghtBri  of  Charity,  (tdsr  thdi  ii 
^n  Bl.  Yiueeat  «(  Paul. 
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The  society  throughout  the  world  embraces  nearly  6 
thousand  inetitutions,  which  are  generally  houses  of 
charity,  viz. :  hospttalB,  almshouses,  orphan  asylums,  free 
schools,  industrial  schools,  etc.  The  number  of  sisters  in 
these  different  establishments  throughout  the  world  ex- 
ceeds twenty-five  thousand  and  thirty  (25,030).  In  this 
country  they  form  a  province,  which  has  au  ecclesiastical 
superior,  the  Rev.  Mariano  Mailer,  under  the  title  of 
"  Director  of  the  Daughters  of  Charity,"  and  a  chief 
sister  whose  title  is  "  Visitatrix  of  the  Daughters  of 
Charity,"  and  who  is  also  local  superior  of  the  central 
house  at  Emmettsburg.* 

Rev.  Mariano  Mailer  was  eminently  fitted  for  the  posi- 
tion of  director  of  the  sisters.  His  clear  discernment  in 
the  guiding  of  souls  was  remarkable,  and  his  charity  and 
untiring  zeal  gave  the  promise  that  he  would  direct  the 
American  province  for  many  years,  at  least  until  the 
new  order  of  things  would  be  properly  established.  Prov- 
idence designed  otherwise.  In  the  March  of  1853,  he 
was  removed  to  Brazil,  S.  America,  where  he  acted  as 
visitor  and  director  to  the  two  families  of  St.  Vincent  in 
t^at  province.  This  transfer  was  made  by  the  Superior- 
General  in  Paris,  Very  Rev.  J.  B.  Etienne,  who  at  the 
same  time  appointed  Rev.  Francis  Burlaudo  director  of 
the  sisters  in  the  United  States. 

Mother  Etienne  Hall,  after  filling  the  office  of  Mother 
and  Visitatrix  for  ten  years,  was  replaced  by  Mother 
Begina  Smith,  who  had  presided  over  the  Charity  Hos- 
pital far  upwards  of  twenty-four  years,  where  she  dis- 
played   great  prudence,  firmness,  and  kindness  in  her 


•The  SupBiior-Qeperol  of  tho  CongrBgation  of  lbs  Misaion 
kritU,  ia  «  officio  Superior-Qfoernl  of  tbe  DangtitarB  of  Chari 
hiDM  (belr  direction  >■  oonflded,  when  praotisable,  ti 
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difficult  positiou,  wbicli  prepared  her  for  the  still  more 
responsible  one  of  Tisitatrix.  During  her  administra- 
tion, and  with  the  co-operation  and  wise  direction  of 
Father  Burlando,  the  community  iucreaaed  in  numbers, 
and  many  new  and  important  establishments  were  com- 
menced. Day-schools  were  opened  in  Baltimore,  Jef- 
ferson, La.;  La  Salle,  III.;  Kichmond,  Va. ;  Alton, III.; 
Elmira,  N.  Y. ;  Detroit,  Mich. ;  Santa  Barbara,  Cal. ;  an 
infant  asylum  and  hospital  in  Philadelphia ;  hospitals  in 
Milwaukee,  Mobile,  Rochester,  Norfolk ;  an  infant  asylum 
in  Baltimore;  an  insane  institution  in  6t.  Louis;  an  institu- 
tion in  Bouligny,  La.,  etc.  Mother  Eegiua's  health  had 
beeuoDthedeclinetbrsome  time,  and  in  the  year  1860  she 
resumed  the  charge  of  the  Charity  Hospital,  to  the  great 
joy  of  the  people  who  had  grieved  for  her  absence  of 
nearly  six  years.  But  a  brief  space  of  time  elapsed  after 
her  return  to  the  first  field  of  ber  labors,  when  she  was 
called  to  her  reward  and  eternal  rest. 

Mother  Ann  Simeon,  who  had  filled  the  office  of 
Treasurer  of  the  Community,  was  appointed  by  the  supe- 
riors in  Paris  to  replace  Mother  Regina  as  Visitatrix. 
Having  been  a  member  of  the  council  at  the  Central 
House  in  the  United  States  for  many  years,  and  being 
thoroughly  acquainted  with  the  workings  of  the  com- 
munity— at  a  time,  too,  when  the  Republic  was  suffering 
from  the  ead  effects  of  the  civil  war — she  was  admirably 
adapted  to  fill  the  office  at  such  a  crisis.  Wisdom,  pru- 
dence, and  amiable  simplicity  of  manners  characterized 
ber ;  besides  showing  a  great  business  tact,  her  apprecia- 
tion of  the  beauties  of  nature  and  literary  tastes'"'  were 
zemarkable,  as  we  may  judge  from  her  correspondence, 
conveisatiou,  and  some  spontaneous  effusions  from  her 
breathing  piety  and  a  singular  devotion  to  the 
^leawd  Sacrament.    Many  and  various  works  of  chant]' 
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were  commenceil  during  her  udiiiiL  latratioD.  iDflrma- 
ries,  civil  aud  military  hospitala  were  opeued  iu  Eich- 
mond,  Washington,  Alton,  III-,  Boston,  Baltimore,  Phila- 
ddpLia;  an  iustitution  for  deul'  uiid  dumb;  &n  iusane 
asylum  in  Buffalo;  "  Louisiana  Retreat"  in  Bouli^ny; 
"  Mt.  Hope  Retreat," '"'  uear  Baltimore ;  infant  asylums 
ill  Washington;  industrial  and  educational  schools  were 
inaugurated  in  Kew  Orleans,  Washington,  Chicago,  San 
Francisco  and  San  Bautista,  Gal.,  Toronto,  Canada 
West,  Germantown,  Albany,  Lowell,  Mass.,  Virginl* 
City,  Nevada ;  a  seminary  at  Loa  Angeles,  Cal.  Math>;r 
Ann  Simeon  died  January  16th,  1866,  and  was  replaced 
by  Mother  Eupliemia  Blenkinsop,  the  present  viaitatrix 
of  the  province  in  the  United  States. 

Besides  the  experience  of  a  mission  life.  Mother  Eu- 
pbeiuia  had  been  a  member  of  the  council,  and  assistant 
to  the  visitatrix  at  the  Central  House  for  upwards  of 
eleven  years,  so  that  she  was  I'ully  initiated  in  the  duties 
of  ber  new  and  responsible  position.  Twelve  years  have 
elapsed  since  her  appointment  by  the  superiors  iu  Paris, 
during  that  time  many  new  works  have  been  commenced 
and  many  events  have  occurred,  alternately  shading  and 
brightening  the  landscape.  Day-schools  were  opeued  in 
Mobile  and  Whistler,  Ala.,  Xeokuk,  Iowa,  Dedhani, 
Mass.,  Chicago,  Richmond,  Natchez,  Petaluna,  Cal.,  St. 
Joseph,  Mo.,  Troy  and  Syracuse,  N.  Y,,  New  Orleans, 
Petersburg,  Staunton,  Portsmouth,  Va,,  Emmettsburg- 
Village ;  infant  aijd  orphan  asylums  have  been  founded 
in  Boston,  Carrollton,  La.,  San  Francisco,  Cal,,  Jea'erson, 
Texas,  Washington,  Reading,  Pa.,  Milwaukee,  Sogiuuw, 
Mich.;  hospitals,  infirmaries  and  houses  of  provideucB 
lor  aged  and  destitute  iu  Chicago,  Lowell,  Mass.,  St. 
Joseph,  Moi,  Detroit,  Evansviile,  lud..  Syracuse,  VJP- 
giniu   Chj,    Nevada,  Baltimore.      Many  improvem&ill 
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have  been  made  at  St.  Juaeph'a  within  the  last  twelve 

years,  and  the  Ceatral  HouM  haa  attained  magnificent 

proportions,  by  the  erection  of  a  large   building  with 

mansard  roof,  a  belvedere  afibriiiiig  an  esteusive  view  of 

the  country,  and  with  all  modem  conveniences  of  gaa 

and  steant.     The  interior  of  the  e<lifice  comprisea  a  hanil- 

Bomely  frescoed  distribution  hall,  drawing  and  paiuting 

Tuom,  a  cabinet  of  cnrioaities,  dormitories,  class-rooms, 

etc.     This  building,  which  connects  with  the  other  parts 

of    the   academy  by  wide  and  cheerful   corridors,  was 

planned  and  auperint«nded  by  Rev.  Francia  Burlaado, 

<?.  M.,  who  for  twenty-five  years  had  given  hia  services  to 

tUe  community,  first  as  chaplain,  aflerwarda  as  director 

aujd  local  superior  of  the  United  6tat«s  Province.    While 

the  apiritual  and  temporal  interesU  of  the  community 

cteemed  to  have  attained  a  most  happy  status  under 

~the  wise  direction  of  Father  Burlaado,  the  Valley  was 

«hronded  in  grief  by   his  unlocked  for  death  from  a 

vtroke  of  apoplexy,  which  occurred  on  Feb.  16th,  1873 ; 

sudden  it  waa,  hut  not  unprovided.     On  the  very  day  of 

3ii8  death  he  offered  the  holy  sacrifice  at  the  usual  com- 

annnity  hour,  gave  a  sermon  at  the  second  mass,  and  pre- 

^ded  at  the  organ  during  vespeta.     But  the  hand  of 

'«deatb  had  already  marked  his  victim,  and  before  the 

■^;loee  of  the  day  so  well  begun,  he  was  stricken  down  in 

~«he  midst  of  bis  confrhree  as  they  were  repairing  to  their 

domestic  cbapel  for  prayera.     "  Blessed  are  the  dead  who 

^ie  in  the  Lord,  for  they  rest  from  their  labors,  and  their 

^^orka  follow  them."     His  dealb  was  a  sore  trial  to  the 

vcommmiity  in  general,  who  mourned  his  loss  as  that  of  a 

father.     Father  Burlando  waa   replaced  by  Eev.  Felix 

^lu6dry,  C.  M.,  from  Cape  Girardeau,  Mo.,  who,  being 

tiled  to  Niagara,  was  succeeded  in  office  by  the  present 
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monument  enlarged  and  remodeled,  to  be  in  readiness 
for  the  sad  occasion. 

In  the  evening  of  Oct  9th,  1877,  when  the  autumn 
haze  was  gilded  by  the  rays  of  the  setting  sun,  the 
solemn  cortege  of  bishopa,  priests,  and  representatives 
of  different  orders,  religious  and  secular,  with  a  number 
of  visitors  from  the  neighboring  cities,  alighted  from 
the  special  train  carrying  the  venerated  remains  of  the 
deceased  prelate.  The  procession  formed  in  the  avenue; 
the  Miserere  was  chant«d  by  hundreds  of  voices  until  it 
reached  the  monument  in  St.  Joseph's  cemetery,  where 
uow  rests  all  that  is  earthly  of  the  good  bishop  in  the 
same  vault  with  his  sainted  aunt.  Mother  Beton. 

Another  event  that  was  the  source  of  joy  and  conso- 
lation to  the  community,  was  an  official  visit  made  by 
Bev.  Mariano  Mailer,  C.  M.,  the  first  director  in  this 
conntry  after  the  affiliation  to  the  Mother- House  in  Paris. 
As  has  been  previously  stated.  Father  Mailer  was  called 
to  other  fields  of  labor  in  Brazil  and  Spain  at  a  moment 
when  it  was  judged  that  his  services  were  indispensable 
in  the  United  States.  After  an  absence  of  twenty-four 
years,  his  return  was  hailed  as  special  Visitor  by  the 
two  families.  The  increase  of  numbers  and  works  of 
charity  was  most  gratifying  to  him,  as  he  was  deeply 
interested  in  the  American  Province.'"'  Atler  a  sojourn 
of  several  months  in  the  United  States,  attending  to  the 
spiritual  interests  of  the  two  families,  he  returned  to 
Spain,  to  the  regret  of  both  families. 

Within  the  last  fifteen  or  twenty  years  the  Valley 
has  greatly  improved,  not  only  in  the  number  and  style 
nf  buildings  erected,  but  in  its  surroundings,  which  re- 
semble a  vast  cultivated  garden,  relieved  by  devotional 
spots  throughout  the  grounds,  so  that  one  could  make  a 
pious  pilgrimage  in  walkiug  through  its  shaded  avenues. 


The  cbapel  of  "Our  Lady  of  tiie  Valley,"  on  thi 
academy  grounds,  has  been  renovated  through  the  gen- 
erous piety  of  former  pupUa  ;  a  shrioe  in  a  grove  of  oaks. 
known  aa  "Our  Lady  of  the  Field,"  with  its  legend. 
guards  the  orchards  and  meadows;  a  rustic  chapel  of 
St.  Joseph;  a  life-like  etatue  of  St.  Vincent;  "Out 
Lady  of  Victory ; "  a  small  chapel  of  our  "  Lady  of 
Lourdea"  beautifully  frescoed,  shed  a  holy  iuflueocfl 
around,  not  only  on  the  inmates  of  St.  Joseph's,  but  on  io' 
numerable  visitors.  At  last  the  enclosed  little  cemetery 
in  the  woods  is  reached,  where,  in  the  middle  of  the 
silent  city  of  the  dead,  rises  the  white  memorial  chapel 
conlaining  the  remains  of  the  mitred  prelate,  the  marble 
slab  at  its  base  designating  the  last  resting-place  of  the 
late  Director,  Gev.  F.  Burlaudo,  and  Mother  Seton,  re- 
posing with  her  two  hundred  daughters,  awaiting  th« 
final  day  when  the  spirit  will  again  reanimate  the  taber- 
nacle of  clay,  and  aoul  and  body  will  rejoice  to  hear  the 
invitation  of  the  heavenly  spouse,  "  Come,  ye  blessed  of 
my  Father,  possess  the  kingdom  prepared  tor  you  from 
the  foundation  of  the  world." 


NOTES. 


I 


(l)-p.  u. 
I  father  wns  of  a  good  family,  eettied  neai 
Begis  or  Eiag's  Lynn,  Norfolk  county,  England.  Ho  oamo  lo  Am** 
lica  on  a  travellitig  tonr ;  but,  haTing  fanned  tbo  aci^ufLintiuice  of  K 
Hisa  Locotnte,  of  a  llaguoDot  family  at  New  EocbeUo,  Hew  york, 
ha  nuurled  ber,  and  rcmauied  in  thia  country. 

(2)-p.  20. 
'  The  SctoDa  came  from  Scotland,  and  aro  doscnnded  fVom  the 
finuUy  of  the  Lords  Seton,  now  represented  by  tha  Earl  of  Winloa. 
Kr.  Willinm  Seton,  whose  son  married  Misa  Bayley,  was  the  flrat 
eaabier  of  the  Bank  of  Now  York  after  ita  organiiation, — n  post  to 
Whiah  he  was  appointed  notwithatanding  bis  well-known  partiality 
for  the  English  cansc.  Mr.  Briasot  de  Wanille  (Trnvela  in  tbc  United 
BteUs,  1788,  Donsidors  this  eircamstnnce  an  evidence  of  tbo  high 
repatation  which  he  enjoyed  for  integrity.  Mr.  Seton  was  aUo  dis- 
tingaiahed  aa  a  man  of  education  and  of  eleTated  and  generous  cha- 
racter. He  was  on  terms  of  friendEhip  with  Talloynind-Perigord, 
Ur.  Otis,  and  other  great  men  of  tbe  times.  To  him  also  Monsieur 
Crevecgenr  addrcsaed  hia  letters,  which  are  known  luider  (he  titl* 
"I>ettree  d'on  Coltivateur  Amfricain,"  S  Tola.  Btd. 


(8)-p.  4S. 
The  following  portraitnro  is  to  be  found  among  Mrs.  Seton's  p*- 
ZB,  in  her  own  handwriting,  and  most  probably  refers  to  her  father. 
"  Ilia  Toioe  is  peculiarly  adopted  to  cbear  the  desponding  and  en- 
emmige  the  trembling  sufferer  wlio  shrinkawith  fastidioua  delicacy 
from  any  of  th  >  remedies  of  the  beuling  art.     Nor  is  ita  iulluentw. 


^ 


^fi2  BOTES. 

leas  aalutitry  to  the  tiemg  wlio,  .ibakcn  b;  the  tempests  nrthe  worik 
yet  BCrngglea  la  brute  diem  anJ  auppnit  n  aloim  to  reason  and  Tot- 
titude.  Nature  baa  endowed  him  with  tbuL  quicit  aansibilitj  bj 
which,  without  any  previous  stu4f,  he  enters  into  every  character; 
and  thp  temler  interenc  ho  takes  in  the  mind's  paiaa  ns  well  aa  th< 
trody's,  Boon  unloolut  its  inmost  reLS^e*  lo  his  view  &nd  tits  it  t« 
receive  tlic  specjea  of  coasolatiaji  beat  adapted  to  its  wnnts.  It  maj 
be  aaid  of  him,  as  of  the  celebrated  and  unfortunate  Zitnmemian, 
that  he  never  visited  a  patient  without  making  a  fnend."  This  out- 
lino  of  character,  drawn  by  the  pea  of  Mnt.  Seton,  is  not  less  credit- 
able to  ber  HB  an  elegant  writer  tban  honorable  to  her  father  as  a 
diatinguiBhed  omnment  of  the  medical  profesaion  in  An  ..'■•%. 

(4)— p.  102. 

Mrs.  SetoQ  thuB  deBcribes,  in  a  letter,  the  IobI  hoar  alie  paaaod  ui 
Leghorn: — "Oh,  think  how  this  heart  trembles!  Mrs.  Filicehi  came, 
when  the  Htars  were  yet  bright,  to  aaj  we  wonld  go  to  mass,  and  she 
would  there  part  with  her  Antonio.  Oh  the  admirable  Woman  I  As 
we  entered  tbe  ohurch,  the  oannon  of  the  Pianiingo,  which  would 
carry  US  to  America,  gnvo  the  signal  to  be  on  board  in  two  hoDrB. 
My  Saviour!  My  Godi  Antonio  and  hie  wife — their  separation  in 
Ood  and  communion  I  Poor  I,  Dotl  But  diil  1  not  beg  him  to  give 
me  their  faith,  and  promise  him  all  in  return  for  each  a  ^ftT 
Utile  Anna  and  I  hod  only  strange  tears  of  jo;  and  grief.  We  leave 
hut  dear  atha.  The  last  adieu  of  Mr.  Filiechi,  as  the  san  rose  f^D 
on  the  balcony  where  we  stood,  and  the  last  signal  of  our  ship  for 
oar  pardiig,  shall  I  ever  forgetl  Now,  poor  Antonio  is  tearing 
away,  and  I  hastening  to  you  and  my  angots." 

lo  the  alatement  hero  madaby  Mrs.  Seton, — that  she  prayed  to  ob- 
tain the/ailA  of  her  Catholic  friends, — she  no  donbt  spoke  of  the  hap- 
piupsa  of  being  ftilly  in  communion  with  tie  Church,  Iv  the  recep- 
tion of  the  sacraments.  In  this  seose  only  is  the  above-mentioned 
■tatement  reconcilable  with  the  words  of  her  joumal,  from  which, 
u  well  as  from  other  testimony,  we  learn  that  she  was  now  oon- 
riiwed  of  the  truth  of  the  Catholic  religion. 

(6)— p.  111. 

AlUioDgli  Ur.  Hobart  labored  so  atrennoosly  to  nphdd  tbe  nmn 

tt  the  FrDleBlsnt  system,  his  argmaents  do  not  appear  to  haie  bad 


I 
I 

I 

i 


NOTES.  463 

•ny  weight  in  atrengthening  Ids  own  private  views  on  the  snhJBct. 
At  II  BnbBequent  period,  when  !ia  was  eten  Bishop  of  the  Kpiflcopiil 
Chnrob  in  New  York,  bowever  much  ho  may  have  commended  bim- 
BBlf  to  its  ppoplo  by  a  oortnin  leal  for  their  religious  intorBBta,  he 
was  fiLr  from  being  aeenred  that  he  was  leading  them  in  the  way  of 
Biil»ation.  In  1820,  Mr.  Georga  Edmund  Ironaide,  formerly  an 
£pisc[>piilian,  bnt  tben  a.  Catholic,  palilished  a  pamplilet  entitled 
*'  Ohaerradona  on  Bishop  Ilobnrt'a  charge,  entitled  '  CorrnpUons 
of  the  Church  of  Rome,  contnuled  with  certain  Prote^^tatit  errors,'  in 
a  letter  to  that  prelate  "  And  in  thia  pampldet,  Mr,  Ironside,  after 
defending  variona  points  of  CnthoUo  docOine  and  practice,  and 
stating  the  reasons  why  the  assaults  against  Mr,  Kewley.  Mr.  Barber, 
and  himself,  had  not  been  noticed,  saya: — "But  now,  when  yon,  who 
faavo  more  than  once  expressed  yonr  wish  to  pass  the  end  of  your 
days  in  the  boTOm  of  the  Roman  CalkolU  Church,  come  forth  armed 
«<ritb  all  the  dignity  and  influence  of  office,  it  is  necessary  that  yoa 
Kliould  meet  with  an  answer. "^ — -(p.  4S.} 


(6)- 


,  158. 


•■Reverend  Francis  Mstignon  was  born  in  Paris  in  1T63,  iraa 
«»rdaJned  priest  in  1778,  and  recciTed  the  degree  of  Doctor  of  Dirin- 
$t7  «t  the  Sorbonne  in  1785.  He  landed  in  Baltimore  on  (he  24th 
«»f  June,  1792,  in  company  with  three  other  French  priosts^namelj, 
3Mr.  Mareachal,  afterward  Archbishop  of  Baltimore,  (who,  although 
«:krdained  in  France  on  Ihe  eve  of  hia  departure,  said  his  first  mass 
^«i  Baltimore;)  Mr.  Richard,  formany  years  missionary  atKaakoakia 
^nd  Detroit,  and  in  1B23  detegnte  from  Michigan  to  the  Congrees 
«»f  the  United  States;  and  Mr.  Ciqnard.  formerly  of  the  Seminary 
^kf  Bonrgea.  Rejoicing  in  the  acquisition  of  a  priest  ao  admirably 
^-ui  ted  to  the  metropolis  of  New  England,  Bishop  Carroll  appointed 
l>r.  Matignon  to  take  charge  of  the  church  in  Boatoo,  who  arrived 
■  Ijere  and  entered  on  the  dutioa  of  hia  ministry  on  the  20tb  of  August, 
i  792."  See  United  Slala  Calholit  Miisa2me,iol.nii.  See  this  work, 
^tiiit  .  for  an  interesting  aketeb  of  the  early  history  of  Catholicii} 
^■m  I  Boston. 

For  an  account  of  the  life  and  character  of  Cardinal  CheTerug, 
—  in  the  work  of  Rot.  J.  Hnen  Dubourg,  translated  iul«<  English  by 
^^^.obeit  M.VralBh.     Philadelphia:  1841. 


A 


(7)-p.  Ifil. 

tW  butitntion  nt  Oeorgotown  was  commDiiced  in  ]  701 ,  ni-der  Ihc 
taMailMie  auspicDS  of  Bishop  Carroll,  by  cler(c;nien  who  hsd  besn 
iwnhiiii  of  the  Society  of  JeauB.  For  a  period  of  nearly  a  century 
•«d  k  h»lf  prior  to  tlio  Doclaration  of  IndependencE,  the  Jesiiils  linii 
krca  the  only  bsraldB  of  tbo  true  faith  in  Maryland  and  Penn- 
■yltania,  out  of  irhiob  Catholicity  was  little  known  in  the  Colonic! 
and  had  no  resident  mission nries.  Before  that  time,  ponnl  laws 
were  almost  ererywh  ere  in  foreeagainHtthoprofeMOCBof  theandoat 
hitli.  For  an  account  of  the  early  I&bors  of  the  Jesuits  id  Marylaod 
and  elsewhere,  the  reader  is  referred  lo  an  JDloresting  narrntive, 
entitled  Sitleha  of  Falter  Andrea  While,  &c.,  in  the  Catholio 
Almanac  of  1841,  by  B.  U.  Campbell,  Esq.,  and  to  Memoir)  i,f  Iht 
lAfe  and  TVmH  of  Arckbahop  Carroll,  by  the  same  writer,  in  (Lo 
"  United  States  Catholio  Magaiine,"  vol.  iii.  and  following.  Thesa 
memoirs  ovince  considerable  research,  and  will  be  consolted  viUi 
equal  pleasure  and  profit  by  the  student  of  ecclesiastical  history. 
lu  IBOC,  the  company  of  Jesus  wa4i  re-established  in  this  couutry  bj 
a  special  privilege  from  the  Holj  See,  which  bad  bean  previoosly 
granted  in  ISOl  for  its  restoration  in  Eussia.  The  names  of  Ibe 
reverend  fatbors  who  availed  (beniselves  of  tbia  permissioD  in  the 
United  States  were  Robert  MoUiueui,  Charles  Neale,  Charles 
Sewnll,  and  Sylvester  Boarman,  all  of  whom  bad  belonged  to  tbe  an- 
cient society  before  its  BopprcBsion  in  1773.  The  Grslrmentioned 
of  these  clergymen  was  appointed  Superior,  subject,  however,  to 
the  Gonural  iu  Itussia.  A  uovitiatewaa  opened  at  Georgetown,  and 
tbe  society  was  soon  roinforcod  by  members  from  Europe.  On  the 
7th  of  Angust,  1814,  Plus  VII.  ro-establlBhed  the  oompany  of  Jeails 
tkrODgbout  tbe  world,  to  tbe  great  joy  of  all  the  fdends  of  religion 
and  letters.  The  following  year.  May,  1815,  Georgetown  CollegB 
vu  raiBOd  b;  Congress  to  the  rank  of  a  university,  and  it  has  eoo- 
tinned  ever  since  to  be  a  flourishing  seat  of  learning. 


^  "  the  Protestant  doctrine  with  regard  to  faith"  Mrs.  Seton  n* 
doaM  undcrsljuids  here  Ibe  opinions  which  she  had  heard  ex- 
[inssed  by  her  former  ]  uiCor,  Mr.  llobort,  and  others,  In  referonsa  ta 


NOTES  <G5 


Ihp  oonditians  of  iialntloii.  It  wn?  [lie  gen^Rifnt  nf  Ihc  liigh-chnrch 
party  at  tlint  Ijniu.  u  it  is  now,  tliat  the  Roniaa  Cathulic  CJioroh, 
tb«  EpisoopKlian  Cliarch,  &o.  arc  di^rent  braBvhea  of  tlie  Chunsh 
(if  Cbrist,  and  tJint  tlia  tmt&blisbei  meanE  of  «al>stion  are  to  be 
ruDiul  in  them,  bat  not  out  uf  llicir  eamui union.  Sbc  did  not  ful 
to  detect  the  inconsislonej  of  sach  viewa  among  ProteBlantH,  sod 
the  self-condcmnKtion  which  the;  necessnril;  imply.  Par,  if  Iba 
Hrioua  sects  that  haTe  rejected  Episcopary  sod  other  tenets  of  lbs 
knoient  faith  are  on  that  nccaant  heretical  the  Episcopalivi  Chorch 
ii  chargeable  witli  Ibe  same  guilt  fiir  baring  repudiated  doctriDeii 
which  were  equally  of  faith  prior  to  the  Eefonnation.  Wbcn  Mr. 
Eobart,  therefore,  coalcnded  that  certain  Frotestatit  sects  were  not 
*'  right,"  or  were  out  of  the  Wity  of  HalTalion,  ha  evidently  pMsed 
icotence  against  bis  own  denomination;  for,  intrinaicslly,  EpiHcnpu- 
lianism  19  not  different  from  LutheraniEm  or  Calvinism.  They  are 
■11  the  same  in  principle,  in  having  thrown  off  the  authority  of  the 
parent  Cburob,  wbiob  is  the  only  "pillw  and  gronnd  of  trulh." 

(flj-p.  189. 
Mr.  Fillcehi  at  the  same  time  enclosed  the  following  letter  to  hii 
aganle  in  New  York,  directing  them  to  supply  Mrs.  Seton  with  any 
Cands  she  would  call  for.  In  a  spirit  of  charity,  however,  and  not 
to  expose  the  harsh  condact  of  some  of  her  relatives,  (now  passed 
from  life,)  she  did  not  deliver  the  letter.  Its  publication,  howover, 
at  this  distant  period,  is  due  to  the  noble  character  of  Mr.  FiliocbL 

"  Novunbet  3,  ISOCL 

■QKNTLglllll: 

"  Christian  religion,  foanded  in  charity,  is  so  well  nndcratood  by 

«)me  nf  your  neighbors  as  to  allow  themselves  the  privilege  of 

Cuba tituting  vexation  and  persecuUon  for  the  eonsulation  ajid  relief 

^uo  to  virtue  in  diFtress.    I  refer  to  my  most  respected  convert — my 

^TirtuouB,  unfortunate  friend,  Mrs.  W.  M.  Seton — aa  the  porseoulcd 

;j)er«on.      The  persecutors  are  her  relations,  her  pretended  friends, 

^nd  relipon,  in  the  shocking  inconsistency  of  their  brains,  is  the 

'^iretence  for  veistJon.      I  profess,  and  will  evince,  tliaiik  0-)d,  far 

^t«ttcr  principlna.      In  addition  to  the  orders  lofl  with  you  on  my 

^•Sopartxire  from  America,  you  are  requested  to  fnmish  Mrs.  Seton 

''^ilh  whatever  further  sum  she  might  at  any  time  call  for,  to  aup- 

^^ort  herself  and  family.    Perhaps  she  may  Toeolve  to  seek  for  trail' 

2E 


NOTES 


^wIBg'  at  retirem«nc  wiih  ue  i 


LB  poor  Roman  Gatt 
iK  »ol  be  at  a  lost  to  find  an  a»;lQm  Tor  tfaen 
Mvanhere  else.  In  that  cnse,  I  irauld  beg  ol 
MmhIs,  to  loDd  her  the  necessar;  asBLBtimce,  for 
and  fall  reepousibilitj  are  most  oheerfull;  ofien 


'. 'r 


"Your  obliged  humble  acrrant  an 


(10)- 


St.  Marj's  Seiainary  in  the  city  of  Baltimoi 
oboi^e  or  clBrgymen  who  are  membera  of  tho  aw 
tioB.  Tbia  society  of  priesta  naa  eatabliahed  in 
by  lie  Rev.  J.  J.  Olier,  for  the  purpoaa  of  adaoatii 
eccleaittstioal  state  in  the  knowledge  aod  yirtne 
calling ;  and  it  derived  ita  name  from  the  parish 
Paria,  where  it  was  founded.  At  the  lime  of  the  I 
Ibe  Snlpitiiins  hod  charge  of  aeteral  eccleeiasti< 
France,  and  of  one  in  Montreal,  where  they  also 
selves  in  pirochial  dutiea.  The  following  circumi 
with  the  origin  of  the  inBtitation  in  Baltimore  m 
renting  to  tho  reader. 

The  project  of  forming  a  Snlpitian  eetnbllsbni' 
States  ia  dne  in  the  first  instaoce  to  the  wise  foi 
Mr.  Emery,  Superior- general  of  the  sooioty  at 
French  revolution.  When  he  perociTed  that  the  ^ 
in  17B0  threatened  the  destrnction  of  all  rcligio 
Prance,  ho  feared  for  St.  Sulplce,  and  tbonght  of 
for  the  society  elsewhere,  in  order  \a  prevent  its  I 
case  it  were  sappressed  in  that  counCry.*  Ha 
■Rme  year,  Chat  the  Rt.  Ke>.  Dr.  Carroll,  Biaht 
more,  bad  gone  to  London  for  the  porpoae  of  recei' 
oodseeratiun,  he  sent  the  Rev.  Mr.  Nagol,  his  asai] 
to  confer  with  him  in  relation  to  the  employment 


•KUtr  BnxwbHO  oat  of  Fmo«  I'll  g 
M  tlHl,  •uportorof  Ihs  Beminiirj  It  1 
a  lk>  libnrjr  US  St.  Mui'i  S«DlnirT, 


Ir.Dlllel,  £uitd!  t. 


NOTEK.  46T  ] 

tlie  ilirccCioD  of  fta  eccIeBiasCicnl  SDminar;,  in  case  it  wiu  fiis  ii 
tion  to  establish  such  an  institation  at  BnUimnre.  The  prapnaitioB  1 
"wrka  gladi;  aacepted  b;  Dr.  Can-oil.  oho  promised  to  eclect  a  boaM  ' 
tiiT  the  Sulpitians  na  soon  lie  retomed  U>  America. 

The  individnals  Bolected  for   the  new  eBUibliHhmont  were  Ref. 

PranciB  ChnrleB  Nagot,  Superior,  Rev. Leiailoui,  FToaaatoT, 

Mnd  Rev,  John  Tessier  and  Rev,  Anthony  Oarnier,  Pro/enori  of  Thea- 
togff.     Having  cbartered  a  Tesael,  furoished  their  oirn  provirioas, 
And  engaged  a  captain  with  hie  crew,  they  emharked  from  the  port 
of  at.  Malo  on  the  8th  of  April.  1T91,  accompanied  by  five  eeminaT-    ' 
Ists  nod  tbs  Rev.  Mr.  DelaTnii,  a  canon  of  St  Mnrtin  of  Tonra. 

Tbe;  airiTed  in  Baltimore  on  the  lOCh  of  Jaly.  The  cccleEJaa- 
tical  seminary  was  now  cotamcDced,  nnd  in  1793  a  few  boys  wert 
ikdmitcod  for  their  education.  This  latter  undertaking,  however,  wu 
Boon  interrupted. 

(II)— p.  213. 


•<  My  own  Cecil  would  scarcely  believe  that  we  are  only  now  pass- 
ing the  light-hnnse,  thirty  miles  from  New  York.  All  Ihe  fatipia 
(knd  wenrinesa  of  mind  and  body  post — the  Hrmaibent  of  hesTen  so 
briglit — the  cheering  sea-breeze  and  merry  aoilurs  would  drive  old 
care  away,  indeed,  had  1  the  company  of  the  five  dearest  beings  wha 
Iwide  adieo  oi  thr  lillUroom.  Your  darlings  play  and  oat  till  the  motion 
Of  the  vessel  makes  them  sick,  and  then  sleep  away  as  soundly  as 
possible.  Poor  Ann  suffers  all  the  while  she  does  not  sleep.  Every 
one  is  bo  kind  !  A  very  mild,  modest  young  man  came  down  before 
■^e  had  been  half  nn  hour  on  board,  and  said  '  Madam,  my  nnine  is 
James  Cork ;  call  on  me  at  all  times— I  will  help  yon  in  every  thing;' 
And  so  it  is.  Oh,  sweet  mercy,  how  kindly  you  are  mixed  inievciy 
Cup  I  how  soothing  to  look  up  and  think  of  it  all !  Agnin  and  again 
(.his  poor  heart  is  offered  in  every  way  he  will  make  use  of  it.  How 
tanall  n  tribute  for  the  daily  debt  1  My  Cecil,  dear,  dear  friend  of 
«»iy  eoul, Friday,  Saturday,  and  Sunday  are  pnst.  my  dear  one,  with 
Vtiany  n  prayer,  many  n  sigh — rocking  and  rolling  without  getting 
oa.  Ann  in  Bufferings  every  way— verr  low-spirited- rofndng  H 
go  on  deck — tlie  ladies  on  board,  Mn.  Smith  and  her  daugliler, 
Kood  to  us—coaxing  us  With  nlmonds  and  'aisrnd,  (j'ini  reDioint-m 
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(wor  iri»t<:r'B  human  nffectinns.)    K am)  Robeccn  aronutbiK 

Nsicb  SB  Ann;  anid  our  Tespors  iluriiig  n  sinall — very  forrenlly, 
jou  nx»j  be  sure.  This  morning  we  are  again  in  sight  of  land,  nod 
aetu'  Cape  Ilenr}'.  Imagine  a  mattress  furming  n  seat  on  all  sides, 
good  Mrs.  Smitb  nnU  Ler  daugliterune  end — poor  Aim,  whom  we  have 
foraedoDdeck,  anil  tho  two  ilnrliugs,  nil  Hinging, '  Where  and  oLwheH 
u  m;  highland  laddio  gone  V — someUmes  begging  to  go  bnck  to  Cecil, 
■onetimes  strelcbing  their  sight  toward  land,  wheii3  they  look  fin 
muiiun  and  Kichanl.  Mather's  bonrt  ia  firm  and  fitendfost,  conB 
denoe  looking  straight  upward.  Oh,  how  many,  many  times  bo* 
it  prepared  far  death  since  we  came  on  board!  huw  Krdenlly  dues 
it  commit  ila  throu  darling  sisler?  to  Him,  its  only  hope  1 

"  Tuaday. — After  rolling  and  dashing  all  night,  my  own  loTe, 
wilk  both  little  dear  ones  in  my  narrow  berth,— the  band  held  oyer  to 
Aan,  who  sieeps  henoath  rao,— praying  every  tan  minutes  and  offer- 
ing the  life  aajnatly  forfeited, — here  we  are  flying  up  the  Chesapeake. 
A  fairer  wind  and  lighter  hearts  no»Br  wenttbronghit,  I  believe;  the 
(iris  are  singing,  and  eating  almonds  and  raisins — sending  ships 
sverboard  to  New  York.  ThOBan  ie  setting  gloriouBly,  my  deareet; 
are  yoa  looking  at  it?  My  soul  flies  up  with  the  Afiicrere — it  is  wrapt 
~onnd  yoars  and  dear  Zide's — for  our  own  ilatche  it  sends  the  sigh, 
to-morrow  do  I  go  among  strangcrB  1  No.  Rna  an  anxiona  thought 
or  fear  passed  ray  mind f  No.  Can  1  be  disappointed!  No.  On* 
■west  sacrifioB  will  unite  my  soul  witb  all  who  ofior  it;  doubt  and 
)Mr  fly  from  the  breast  inhabited  by  Him.  There  can  bo  no  dis- 
appointment where  the  sonl's  only  dosiro  ond  oipoctalion  is  to  meet 
Bla  adored  will  and  fulfil  It.  In  forty-eight  hours  I  shall  bo  offer- 
ing the  saorifioe  of  thanksgiving  and  fervent  love  to  all,  my  darling, 
darling  Cecil.  You  will  bu  in  my  heart  to  meet  Him,  Who  can 
-   apoktlie  wonders  of  that  hope  I 

"Wtdnadaii  cvtning. — Onoo  more  good -nigh  I,  sweet  love,  aboard 
^IwavAndSacbum,  nnl  yet  in  Daltlmore  Bay.  Hope  is  on  the  wing, 
esfKting  to-morrow  morning.  What  are  you  doing?  All  the  dnr 
DngH  looking  up  to  Cecil — happy,  happy  child,  wlioin  God  eniploysl 
how  contrasted  to  the  giddy  round  of  beings  who  play  sway  Dieb 
bappinesa,  both  present  and  eternal  I  Oc  ou,  favarnd  of  lleaira! 
fla  eternal  blessings  be  with  you,  my  own ! 

■'  ThtiTiday  mominj,  9  u'e^ueJ-.^Since  eleven  Inst  niglil  we  iro  at 
tlie  wharf,  but  cannot  quit  the  vessel  until  our  thiiies  are  entered  •( 


tiutM  !  tlic  land  IreiubleB,  tuo.  In  oiia  hnar  vu  will  be  M  St.  Mnry'g 
Now  nflen  has  the  fuul  Tiitiled  his  SAcrsd  preseniH!  on  the  altar!^- 
not  one  BoUlkr;  nltar,  bat  the  mui;  we  will  soon  eec !     M;  Cecil, 

•' Thurtday  evaimg.  Coijiut  CKruti. — My  deur,  diiar,  dear,  deir, 
dear,  all  I  can  tell  jou  is,  a  carriiige  conveyed  us  to  the  BemioiLry — 
Uie  organ's  Boloma  penl  first,  (hoD  tho  bnrrting  or  tbe  choir.  This 
was  this  momant  of  the  . 

«ntored  without  a  wnrij,  prostrate  iu  iininctiint.   St,  Michftcra'Toice 

inded  the  KyrU  Eltaon;  humnn  imlure  cnuld  ecnriely  bear  it 

Tour  imaginatioD  can  never  concoivo  the  nplenclor.  (he  glory,  at  the 

All  I  have  told  yon  of  Florence  is  a  shadow.     After  m 

i  tbe  loTcliest  woman  you  ever  beheld. — Mr.  Ihi' 
bourg'a  sister, — surrnanded  by  so  many  cnresties  nncl  blesningB;  a.U 
m;  wonder  is  how  I  got  through  ib — Che  feelings  confounded  with 
wonrler  and  delight. 

"  FYidai/  tvemng. — RcceiTfld  iny(our)  nil — oh,  howferventlyl  So 
nuch,  all  combined,  turns  my  brain.  Mass  from  dayliglit  lo  eight — 
my  dwelling  the  most  complete — nimost  joining  the  ahspel.  Vespers 
And  benediction  ererj  evening — every  heart  caressing  os— the  look 
of  Ijre  and  peace  on  every  conntonance — Si  Miehaol  always  with 
us,  talking  of  you.  'llo  will  soon  write  you.  I  go  with  him  on 
Monday  to  Georgetown  for  my  darling  boys,  rtaeh,  my  soaU 
Cecil,  my  Cecil,  that  soul  cries  out  fur  you — it  cannot  do  without 
^on — it  muHt  claim  yoa  in  life  and  in  death  There  is  a  little  mount 
"beliind  the  chapel  called  Calvary — olivH-treoa  and  a  cross.  At  tbe 
foot  of  it  are  fonr  graves.  '  There  ia  your  rest,'  said  Mr.  Diibonrg, 
SB  we  passed  it  this  morning — it  must  be  yonre,  my  lovely,  dear 
etetnr:  prepare  the  way.  EUial  Ilarrietl  is  it  possible  T  Btetaod 
J,orJ,  pity  Qsl" 

(12)— p.  21 G. 
Mrs   Selon  probably  referred  here  lo  the  dintance  fi-nm  lier  resl- 
■^enco  to  the  place  where  she  liad  Innded  on  her  arriVBl  at  Baltimore. 


"^^a  not  1a«  dull^himi  Id  the  » 
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NOTES. 

Althongh  (ho  cily  a  t  thnt  timn  wiis  fur  from  onvering  lie  npnoe  which 
it  now  occupies,  there  whb  not  more  tL&n  liiilf  ■  mile  of  lacmnl 
ground  or  foreet  between  lior  house  nnd  tlie  Ihiokly-aetUed  pnrl  of 
the  (own.  The  popaJation  w»a  Iben  iibout  4fi,000.  The  only  Catho- 
lie  ebnrcbeB  which  it  coDtaiiied  were  St-Teter'a,  eince  removed ; 

SU  P«triflk'»,  rebuilt;  St.  Jobn's,  since  replaced  by  St.  AlphonEus; 

ind  St.  Mary's  chnpel,  just  then  complvtoJ.     The  foundatloii  of  'Jia 

preient   Metrapolilan  church  had  been  laid  in  1806 ;  but  it  wu 

not  dedicated  until  the  year  1821. 

(13)— p.  289. 

This  house  slande  between  the  kilohon  and  the  workroom.  The 
tebooi  wna  soon  nfler  removed  to  another  log-house  opposite,  which 
WM  erected  for  the  purpose.  To  this  ■  frame  building  was  added. 
and  Hnbseqiiently,  at  the  west  end,  a  second  building  of  logs.  In  this 
block  were  comprised  for  many  years  the  academical  halta  of  Mt. 
SL  Mary's  College,  and  a  portion  of  it  is  BtitI  atiuidiDg.  A  writer 
in  the  Uniltd  Staif  CalholU  Mngaiine,  toI.  t.,  1836,  p,  37,  thuB  al- 
Indea  to  the  early  imprDTcments  at  thnt  place : — "  Mr.  Dubois,  who 
lared  an  elerated  iite  comnuinding  an  citenHiTe  pra«pcct,  intended 
a,t  first  to  hntid  on  the  brow  of  the  hill,  a  short  disUnce  in  froal 
of  the  church,  and  he  had  prupnred  the  ground  for  the  purpose: 
lint  be  was  wiaely  (irrsuaded  by  Mr.  Dubourg'  to  oliooso  the  Iretler 
lite  below,  where  be  would  have  command  of  tbu  ample  supply  ot 
water  from  the  upring.  and,  like  a  ship  in  a  snag  harbor,  be  pro- 
t«oted  by  the  mountain  both  ou  the  north  and  west  trova  the  winds 
of  winter.  For  sevural  years  he  was  occupied  in  erecting  hia  two 
rows  of  log-buildings  in  the  midst  of  a  dense  thicket  and  on  the 
margin  of  an  almost  impassable  swamp.  A  clearing  was  made  [o 
til*  aouth  by  cutting  away  the  forest-trees-,  but  for  several  yean 
their  stumps  remaiued  lo  decorate  the  college  play-ground.  Further 
•oath  a  garden  was  prepared  and  an  orchard  planted.  A  large 
■mount  of  money  and  labor  was  eipcnded  in  breaking  these  grounilit 
into  terraces,  lavelling  them,  freeing  them  from  rooks  and  stones. 
and  otherwise  improving  them."  "Sometimes,"  says  tho  ?ame 
writer,  "the  setninary  assumed  the  appearance  of  a  mnnual-labor 
Mhoul,  when  the  older  pupils  and  their  teachers  gathered  in  Iba 
harveBls  of  the  farm,  or  labored,  with  Iheir  venerated  president  al 
Iboir  beai],  in  clearing,  levelling,  and  impraving  the  grounds  alMMt 
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dMtr  eoUi^P.     This  woi  genprolly.  boweicr,  regarded  at 

■dd  awoeteiieil  by  mnnj  an  arCiGoe  which  the  good  old  geBtlQ^oBa 

kae«  bow  to  emplof  In  order  W  conTetC  toil  into  putinie." 

(U)— p.  238. 

This  aeminarj  h)id  bern  opened  in  1806.  nn  Hio  feast  of  tlie  A>- 

wmption  of  the  B.  V.  Marj,  by  the  Eot.  ^[r.  Dillrt,  a  Sulpitian.     It 

»a8  eitoated  five  miles  from  Ifaoorer,  tod  about  tno  from  Abbotfa- 

tovn,  near   the  foot  of  a  ridge  cniled  Pigeon   Hillp.      Some  years 

after,  the  property  became  a  retreat  for  the  atudentji  of  8t.  Mate's 

Seminal?  and  College  in  Baltimore,  daring  the  Eumner  fscatioB, 

and   vas  adnrimbi;  suitod  to  the  purpose.     The  buildinga  wore 

ipaciona  and   commodious,  aurronnded  by  fine   gikrdens  and  eX' 

tensive  orchards,  and  in  the  midst  of  a  ooantry  reraarkaliie  for  its 

MailnbrioBB  atmosphere  and  offuriDg  many  faciliiiee  for  r^reealile    - 

paBtime  and  healthy  amusement.     Tliis  place  conUnned  to  be  the 

t-esort  of  the  semianriaiia  and  collegians  until  the  year  1849.  wher 

it  was  eichimged  for  the  more  convenient  locality  of  St.  Charlf 

OoUege,  about  fifteen  miles  from  Baltimore,  on  the  Frederick  Eoad 

See  Xiat  lie  P^gliie  Catholiqut,  by  DlUet,  already  quoled- 

(15)— p.  241. 
.      At  this  period  (1809)  there  were  only  three  inatitiitiooa  in  til* 

Xjnited  StuleB — beaides  that  just  commeaccd  at  Baltimore — wbiok 
offered  to  the  female  sei  an  asylum  from  the  >rorld  for  the  more 
v^gsklaous  cultivaijoa  of  Christian  perfection: — the  Crsulioe  Content 
^.t  New  Orleans,  (ho  Carmelite  Convent  in  Charles  county,  Ud.,  and 
%Jie  Gommunity  of  ladies  at  Georgetown,  D.  C.  Of  these,  only  tha 
^rsc  and  lasl'mentioned  afforded  facillcies  for  the  education  of  yanng 

Ifaii  Ci'suliae  Convent  at  New  Orleans  was  founded  in  1727,  wbil« 
^^inisiaaa  was  a  Freiiub  province,  and  it  gave  the  beaofita  of  a 
^^'^und  eilucatiou  to  almost  all  who  received  a  liberal  course  of  in- 
^Unicliou  in  tbat  partof  the  oauutry,  until  the  year  1791,  when  this 
^HMploymciit  was  shared  by  emigrants  from  fit.  Dooiiu^o.  Tha 
«iana  had  also  charge  of  a  boapitat  and  orphan  aayluiu 

The  Carmelite  order  of  the  reform  of  St.  Tbareaa  was  e9tnbtiehe<l 
K,«   this  couutry.  in  1791).   bv  tbe   Eevcrcud  Charles  Neole,  «h< 
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I  irilh  him  from  Europe  fnnr  nnns,  three  of  whnin  uttt 
one  an  English  liidj.  They  took  posscBEion  of  their 
hdtne.  Dear  Fort  Tobacco,  Charles  eoant^r.  Md.,  on  tha  15th  of 
October  The;  fast  eight  months  in  the  year,  wear  woollen  dolh- 
ing,  and  sleep  on  straw  beds.  Thcj  recite  the  canontoal  office,  bdiI 
offer  up  thnr  prnjcre,  fusts,  and  other  good  works,  for  the  beneAt 
of  seals,  and  particularly  for  those  who  labor  in  the  Tineyard  cf 
Christ.  They  uoier  cat  meat  except  in  case  of  necessity,  when  Ihs 
phyneian  prescribes  the  use  of  it.  Owing  to  a  curtailment  of  Iheir 
aoaos  of  enpport,  the  Most  Rev.  Archhishop  Whitfield  adtised 
them,  in  1831,  to  remove  to  Baldmoro  and  open  a  school  for  the 
instmotieii  of  yonng  persona  belonging  to  their  sei.  They  accord- 
ingl;  transferred  their  cslnblisbment  to  that  city  on  the  18th  of 
September,  the  same  year.  The  Rev.  Abb4  Herard  deserves 
menlioQ  as  one  of  the  principal  benefactors  of  this  eiceUeut  com- 
nmnity.  He  did  muuh  towiird  the  oroction  of  their  present  choir 
and  ohapel,  and  left  tbom  an  nnnuity  of  soTernl  hundred  dollars  for 
tha  support  of  a  uhaplnin.  There  are  generally  about  twenty-five 
dstflis  in  the  house.  Their  achool  was  discontiaaed  in  the  begin- 
■*  Ding  of  1852.  For  further  details  respecting  the  origin  and  pro- 
grtta  of  the  Carmelite  Convent,  see  United  Slalet  Calliolie  JItagiaiRi, 
*oL  Tiii.,  1849,  pp.  24-ag, 

The  TisitalioD  Convent  at  Georgetown  owes  its  origin,  in  a  great 
tOMmro,  to  the  zeal  of  tbe  Reverend  Leonard  Neaie,  afterword 
AroblHshap  of  Baltimore.  In  the  year  1797,  Miss  Alice  Lslor 
ksmolatad  herself  with  two  other  ladii^s  iu  Philadelphia,  under  the 
ditMtioil  of  the  Kov.  Mr.  Ncale,  to  form  a  pious  commonity.  Her 
two  eompaiiiuns  having  been  carried  off  by  the  yellow  fevor,  she 
went,  in  lTfl8,  to  Georgetown,  where  she  boardi-d  for  a  short  time 
iriUl  a  community  of  I'oor  Clares,  who  were  then  established  in  thai 
place.  With  the  aid  of  two  other  ladies,  she  purchased  a  small 
franw  building,  and  openoJ  a  school  for  girls.  The  proTiaiDnal 
rules  of  tha  houso  wre  tho^e  of  the  Visitation  order  established 
bySt.  Francis  nf  Sales;  but  it  was  not  until  the  year  1816  that  the 
usten  were  ncognised  by  the  Sosereigo  Pontiff  as  a  community  of 
the  Visitatioo  rnl*.  In  that  year  Arehbishop  Neale  obtaineil  for 
them  the  privilege  of  Wihlng  the  solemn  vowa  of  the  order. 

Tbe  ladie*  of  U«  fnstilution  have  always  canducteil  a  femalt 
•cadBmy.     Soveml  fWRjallons  have  been  made  ftom  tbis  very 
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NOTES. 

nsefu.  e^lnblishnicnt,  which  bad  ri.'cn  to  n  tii;!;h  itrgrce  nf  proK- 
peritj.  At  Bnltimorp,  St.  Lonia,  Mobile,  Wheeling,  Frederiek,  nnd 
W&ahington  Cit;,  are  BoarisbiDg  acndemies  under  tlie  diroclion  of 
the  sisters  of  (he  TieiUtion.  Another  foundation  vna  Teeendj 
m&de  nt  Mt.  De  Sales,  near  Cntonsiille,  nbont  fiie  miles  from 
Baltimora,  which  proniises  bj  ita  admirabis  Eitaatioa  to  attain  n 
high  degree  of  prosperity. 

The  aouiBly  of  Clnrisls,  mentioned  Bbo»e,  oontinncd  in  Oeorgrtovo 
tmtil  the  year  I80S.  The  supi^rior  died  about  Ihnt  time,  and  the  Iwn 
remsining  membors  returned  to  Europe.  While  here,  tbej  tiinght  a 
school  OB  a  means  of  support;  bat  they  snffered  much  frnm  poTert;. 
On  one  occasion  Ihoj  iterQ  to  much  pressed  for  mini  of  the  occes- 
aariea  of  life  that  thej  were  obliged  to  sell  a  parrot  to  procure  food. 

(10)— p.  269. 
The  Bt.  Rev.  Dr.  Cheierua  was  eonaecrated  Bishop  of  Boston,  on 
the  1st  of  November,  1810,  bj  the  Most  ReT.  Archbishop  Carroll,  in 
Bt  Peter's  Cathedral,  Baltimore.  The  SoTereign  Pontiff  Pius  VII. 
had  raised  Baltimoro  to  the  rank  of  a  Metropolitan  See  on  the  Sth 
of  April,  IS08,  creating  at  the  same  time  four  sulTnigan  bishoprics, 
New  Vork,  Philadelphia,  Boatun,  nnd  Bardstown.  The  Bbt. 
Luke  Concnnnon,  a  Dominican,  was  appointed  to  the  flrat ;  Rev. 
Michael  £gan,  a  FraGciscnn,  to  the  second  ;  Rei.  John  ChoTcrus, 
&  Bacutar  priaat,  to  tho  third;  and  Hot.  Benedict  J.  Flagct,  ■ 
Salpitian,  to  the  fourth.  The  apostolic  letters,  however,  by 
whieh  Iheso  important  arrangcuiuota  were  made  for  the  ad- 
Tuoement  of  religion  in  the  UuiIimI  Slates,  did  not  arrivB  ontil  two 
yeara  after,  owing  to  the  iliScultiea  arising  from  the  troubled  stat« 
of  Enrope.  Dr.  Concnnnon  never  reached  his  ace.  having  died  nt 
Maples,  in  July,  1810,  on  the  eve  of  hia  departure  for  America. 
Biiihop  Egan  was  consecrated  in  St.  Peter's  Cathedral,  on  the  28tb 
of  October,  of  that  year,  by  the  Most  Bev.  Dr.  CarruU,  and  on  the 
4th  of  November  Bishop  FInget  was  couseonitod  by  the  same  pre- 
late, in  at  Patrick's  Church  on  Fell'a  Point.*  On  the  latter  w>- 
□aaioQ  Bishop  Cheverna  preached,  and  paid  a  wetl-merilett  com- 
plinent  to  (he  veitci-uble  metropolitan,  and  to  the  society  of  SL 

•  Tb>(  iliibnp  Ylhgol  was  niuawml,.d  la  St.  t'ltrklt'i  Cliucdl  upluirl  fiou  Iht 
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Mal^rtiii.  tie  fU(liite<1  the  rormer  ■■  is  Ibe  EUu  of  the  new  lav, 
Om  hlhn  of  the  elerg;.  Ihs  con<luctar  of  the  or  ot  limel  in  tht 
Hut  World.  Paltr  nf,  Pater  uti.  curnu  Iirad  et  auriga  ^m."  In 
the  Utt«r  he  applied  the  ealogf  "  which  Tel]  ftom  the  lips  of  Fdn^on 
«e  bis  bed  of  death,  at  that  momeDt  whca  a  mui  flatters  do  more: 
— 'I  know  Datbing  more  venerable  and  more  apostoUca!  than  tbe 
order  of  St.  Salpitiua."'t  The  AmeriMn  hierarchj  now  consisted 
of  Arohbishop  Carroll,  bis  coodjotor  tbe  Rt,  Rei.  Leonard  Neale^ 
Ulbop  of  Gortyna  in  part,  ami  the  three  prelates  above  menlioned. 
Sefora  separating,  tbey  adopted  a  aeries  of  rcgnUtiDns  for  the  good 
of  raligioa  in  thtir  respectiTe  dibtriott<,  amoag  which  were  the  fol 

"When  any  portion  of  the  Holy  Scriptnre  is  quoted  in  prayer- 
books  or  other  works  of  piety,  llie  Doaaj  Tersion,  and  no  other,  b 
to  be  used. 

"Priests  are  admonished  nf  tbe  obligation  of  recording  the  bap- 
Bsna,  Buuriages,  and  interments,  which  they  perform,  in  baokB  IrflpI 
AtT  Uiis  purpose. 

"  According  to  the  spirit  and  general  practice  of  the  Cnurch,  the 
MOnuneot  of  baptism  should  be  admitiistered  in  a  eharch,  in  thi!ie 
plftOH  which  have  one. 

"The  perquiaile  or  fee  lo  be  offered  to  clergymen,  when  they 
■n  reqnest^d  to  celebrate  a  low  mass,  is  fiicd  at  half  a  dollar, 

"AU  pastors  of  souls  are  odmontshed  that  tbey  strive,  by  public 
KBd  inivate  exhortation,  to  withdraw  their  HocIib  from  the  love  of 
dUfooi  amusements,  auch  as  the  thentrc,  balls,  tic,  and  that 
lfcC{f  Ibrbid  them  to  renil  such  books  aa  would  eipoae  their  fbitb  or 
■orain  to  pervi^'r^ion,  and  that  they  oapecially  prohibit  the  indiseri- 

"AH  Iiriestij  in  the  eieroise  of  the  ministry  are  warned  not  to  ad- 
ntldater  the  sacraments  of  penance  and  the  holy  eucharist  to  thoao 
vlko  tre  publicly  known  to  be  free-maeonB,  onlea!  they  promise  that 
Ikqr  will  keep  away  from  tbe  lodges  of  the  society,  and  will  never 
(coftos  ihemselrea  in  any  way  oonnotted  with  it." 

The  slalistica  of  Calholioity  in  the  Dnited  Staten,  in  the  yew 
1*10.  may  be  given  as  follows  :— One  Metropolitan  and  four  Episoo- 
ful  Sees;  one  archbishop  and  four  bifhops;  abont  aeTOnty  priests, 
maA  ci^ly  churches.    There  existed  at  the  time  tbrc^  llieological 
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riea,— Til. ;  Si.  Mary's,  Baltimore,  Llie  noTJtiate  of  Iho  Jesujti 
I  at  GeorRetOTii,  and  that  of  the  Dommkine  nt  St  Rose's,  Kentookr ; 
three  eoUegsB  for  the  edocntjon  of  jouui;  men,  connected  with  the 
MtnbliBhinenis  jus*,  mentioned,  and  a  preparalary  seminarj  at  Em- 
■nettsbarg.  There  were  fonr  houBes  whioli  olfored  an  aeylum  to  females 
for  the  practice  of  the  ernngelical  counsels,  in  three  of  which  ati  aoa~ 
demy  iTos  (conducted  for  the  inslrnction  of  joimg  ladies.  But  tbia 
Catholic  force  was  chiefly  concentratsd  in  the  States  bordering  on 
the  Atlantic  coaat.  With  the  eioeption  of  nil  priests  in  Kentucky, 
'  Uiil  Beven  or  eight  farther  west,  the  clergy  were  all  stationed  eaat 
of  the  Alleghanies.  Eey.  Stephen  T.  Bfidin,  who  had  been  sent  to 
Kentucky  in  1T03,  had  labored  indefatigably,  and  moaCly  alone,  in 

itiiat  part  of  the  oonutry,  and  prepared  the  way  for  the  axTiTal  of 
lbs  new  bishop.     Mr.  Badln  was  the  first  priest  ever  ordained  in 
1^  United  States.* 
Biea( 


(17)-p.  S 


I 


I  have  read,  and  endeavored  before  God  attentivelyto  COndder, 
aouBtitations  of  the  Slaters  of  Charily,  submitted  to  ma  by  tbe 
Kcverend  Superior  of  the  Seminary  of  St.  Sulpitius,  and  I  have  ap- 
proved of  the  same,  believing  them  to  be  inspired  by  tie  Spirit  of 
itable  to  conduct  the  sisters  to  religious  perfection. 

'■tJ"HK,  A'dibiihnp  of  Baltimore. 
MBallinoTt,  Jarmary  17,  1812," 


After  hnving  read  the  constitutions  of  the  Sisters  of  Cliarity 
Vtth  great  attention,  and  approved  of  every  thing  contained  therein, 
I  have  presented  them  to  Ibe  Most  Rev.  Archbishop  Carroll  for  ob- 
taining his  approbation,  and  at  the  same  time  1  have  oonflrmed  and 
■Mrebj  again  confirm  the  uominatioD  of  the  Rev.  Johu  Duboie  fbr 
Buperior-general.  In  witness  of  wliicli  I  hate  here  set  my 
on  the  ITth  of  January,  1SI2. 

John  Tessikr." 
(18)— p.  807. 
The  wowlfl  of  St.  Felicittts  to  her  children  should  bo  deeply  en- 
in  the  memory  of  every  Christian  parent.     She  and  her 
were  arrested  for  the  faith,  in  the  year  150,  daring  tha 
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perSMution  of  AntonionB  Pins.  The  Romnn  prefect  rndcit*nrc<l  to 
pHTTiLi]  uptiii  her  (a  »*nori1ico  to  tbe  gndn.  hj  nppcnliiig  lo  her  miiler- 
nnl  BfiDpalliies.  But  she  iiohly  answered  that  to  pity  her  o)i;jiran 
(br  tinilergoinf;  the  iDa.rtp''B  death  would  snake  her  the  most  cruel 
of  fnotliera.  Site  then  turned  to  her  aeren  bddb,  and  wilb  bemia 
goonge  Baid  to  them,  "M;  Bona,  lode  up  to  hkaven,  vhore  Jcsu 
Christ  inth  hts  samta  expects  joa.  Be  faithful  in  his  love,  nnd 
fight  ooanigeoual J  for  Jour  Boula. "  Thna,  us  SL  Oregor;  remarks, 
did  she  ioTignnkte  the  hearts  of  her  children,  by  inculcating  the 
loT«  of  Heaven,  that  she  might  bring  forth  spiiituallf  unla  Q)d 
(bora  whom  sbe  hod  cnrnull;  given  to  tbe  world. 

The  hibtnry  of  the  generous  motlier  of  the  Machabees  is  cqnallj 
wiirthj  of  admiration.     See  2d  book  of  Maoh.,  chapter  vii. 


(19)-p.  3-21 

i  toir  is  a  promise,  deliberately  made  to  God,  of  doing  somelbing 

kt  IS  good  or  more  agreeable  to  him.    Aa  a  promise,  it  differs  from 

nere  resolution,  and  iuducus  an  obligation  under  sin  of  falfiUiug 

what  has  IMen  promised.     "If  .Ibou  bast  vuved  any  thing  lo  Ood, 

pay  it ;  for  an  unfaithful  and  foolish  promise  displeaaeth 


-Ecd.v 


That  TOWS  are  ngrecable  to  God  is  plain  trom  iannmerablu 
pusages  of  the  Old  Testament;  and  in  the  New  we  read  of  RuPanl 
tl)«t  be  had  a  vow — Acts  iviii.  18  ;  and  the  same  apostle,  speaking 
ofwidows  who  hod  boond  IbemsclTea  lo  chastitj,  snya: — "  HsTing 
dMBnaticm,  liecauau  they  made  void  Iheir  Brst  faith:"  I  Tim.  v.  12. 
Tinra,  nben  prudently  and  lawfully  made,  are  beneficial,  by  filing 

constancy  of  our  mind  and  placing  us  under  the  neaessitj  of 
doing  good.  They  also  perfect  the  offering  wo  mnke  to  Ood  ;  for, 
^  a  TOW  we  give  him  notonlythe  ai^tion  we  perform,  bnt  also  oar 
libartj  in  regard  to  it. 

A  almple  vow  is  a  promise  made  (□  Ood  without  nny  solcnmity 
r«00gaised  by  the  Church.      A  solemn  vow  implies  the  tradition  and 

iration  of  oncaelf  to  the  Dirina  service  according  to  a  pre- 
Mlibed  fbrm,  ami  in  the  name  of  Ood  aecepted  by  the  Church.  Thig 
latter  vow  is  made  when  a  person  enters  into  holy  orders,  or  when 
lie  makes  a  religloiia  profesfion  in  an  order  approved  by  the  Chnn  h. 
The  tolemnily  of  a  vow,  according  to  the  mure  common  opinion  ol 


I 


iiiiieil    by  tba 


uun  law,  wliicli  rcqiii 
.  Tbnt  the  religi 


t  for 


thcologi 

this  end  the  foll< 

wliiah  Uie  T<iw  is  moda  be  approred  bj  the  Church  u  perTEcUf 

cegdlui  2.  Tbnt  the  von  be  accepted  b;  the  proper  superior  in  the 

■ume  of  the  Church  ;   3.  That  there  be  an  absoluto  triulitian  and  3S- 

ceptauceof  the  entire  person,  bf  the  three  vows  of  poverty,  chastity, 

tad  obedience;    4.  That  the  person  making  the  vuwb  buve  c(..n- 

pleleJ  tlie  uxteenlh  year  of  hia  age  and  one  year  of  bia  noviceship. 

^^ooeiL  Trident., sesa.  25,  ch.  16  do  Kcgn].     See  Bouiier,  Innit. 

Thtoloj.,  tol-it.  p.2S5,  4c. 

He  who  binds  himself  by  solonin  yowa  cannot  validly  marry,  puj- 
■eaa  property,  &c. ;  but  tbia  inability  is  not  coolracled  by  bim  who 
makes  a  simple  vuw;  he  is  only  obliged,  under  pain  of  iiin,  not  in 

(20)— p.  830. 
One  morning  during  WLitsun-woek,  Mother  Selon,  being  on  bn 
»«y  to  the  infirmary,  nbera  one  of  the  sisters  waa  aick,  was  met  by 
m  pupil  who  preaentod  her  a  rose.  Finding  the  iiiTnliJ  in  a  Hluiiiber, 
nnd  oBwilling  tu  disturb  her,  she  placed  the  fioncrnear  her,  and  then 
lefttheroom.  The  sister  soon  after  awoke,  and,  perceiving  the  rose, 
fbe  Mt  up  Id  her  bed  and  penned  the  following  lines,  which  she  sent 
10  Motlker  Seton ; — 

ig  was  bsaaliful,  mild,  and  Hreue ; 

Hatamal  aflectloD  cams  Bilently  in 
And  placed  near  my  boBom  ■  rose. 
"  Poor  niCnrB  nai  weak,  and  had  atmosl  preiailol 
The  Kwried  eyelids  t«  cluH  ; 
But  the  suul  ruee  in  triuni]ili,  Bud  joyfully  bailed 
Tba  aniwt  qoccn  of  Bowers— the  ruae. 
"Whitsuntidu  was  the  lime,  'twas  the  season  of  iu»»( 
Hethuught  the  Bleat  Spirit  bnd  chose 
To  Iwira  for  a  while  the  sweot  furm  of  a  dure 


"Came,  huaventy  Spirit,  deieend  on  eaol 
And  thf  re  let  thy  blessings  ropOBC, 
A>  tbon  ones  did  on  Mary,  the  I«inp1e  i 
For  Unry's  our  myallcil  ro«. 
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of  BODlB  of  the  pupils.  A  virtne  was  Beleolel  every  day  hj  each  ons 
u  tbs  olyeot  or  her  particular  Htiention,  ssd  in  the  ovrniug  sbe 
eiamined  how  fnr  she  had  BOKcendiid  or  failed  in  the  practice  of  it. 
Tha  following  is  a  Hpeciraen  of  those  collections 

"The  spring  a  come,  mid  the  voice  of  tha  turtle  is  heard  in  onr 
grove.  Arise,  my  love,  and  come  iwajl  Hasten  to  the  arma  of 
ycnr  JesUB,  and  fear  nothing. — Diyina  Union  and  Eepose. 

"Do  you  love  1  Have  no  other  will  but  that  of  jonrB#oved. 
A.bnndon  jouiself  to  him,  and  oast  nil  your  care  upon  liini.  He  has 
wid  it;  ho  will  never  leave  yon  or  forsako  you. — Trust  and  Love. 

"'I  have  loved  yo  II  with  eternal  love,'  sayayoor  Beloved, 'lOid  laid 
down  my  life  for  yuar  sate.  Come,  then,  follow  me.'  Answer  him, 
'Tea,  dear  Lord,  even  unto  death.' — Courage  and  Love. 

*'Be  not  grieved  and  afllieled  if  your  good  intentions  fait  you. 
^now  your  kind  Master  accepts  even  your  desires,  and  what  yoa 
woold  do  if  you  co  aid  .—Confidence  and  Peace. 

"Finish  the  work  yoar  Father  has  given  you  to  do,  and  remem- 
bor,  after  putting  yoor  hand  to  the  plough  yoa  must  not  turn  back. 
— Kdelity. 

"While  you  try  to  do  the  will  of  your  Beloved,  do  not  forget 
Jim  in  the  performance  of  it.  Yon  know  he  is  a  jealous  lover,  and 
wishes  to  have  your  whole  heart. — Love  of  the  Diviue  Preaenco. 

"Do  not  your  Lord's  work  negligently,  nor  yet  be  over-careful. 
All  ha  requires  is  fidelity,  and  leave  the  rest  to  him.  Patient  labor 
shall  hs™  a  great  reward. — Patience  and  Fidelity. 

"Tha  light  affliction  of  a  moment  will  obtain  for  yon  a  weight  of 
eternal  gtory.  Suffer,  then,  with  love,  and  rejoice  to  be  counted 
Worthy  to  share  with  your  Beloved. — Love  jonr  Cross. 

"Do  good  while  yoa  have  time,  and  redeem  the  past.  But  give 
Hot  away  your  oil,  or  the  Bridegroom  may  come  and  find  yonr  vessel 
*lnpty.  — Watfih  continually. 

■■Arise,  and  go  to  your  Father.  Confess  yon  have  sinned  against 
IT«BTen  and  before  him.  A  contrite  heart  is  hie  delight,  and  the 
Soul  which  trusts  in  hiui  shall  not  be  confounded  forever. — Repent- 
ance nnd  Fennnce. 

"  Accept  the  will  of  yonr  sweet  Lord  sincerely  in  all  things,  and 
Alj  ^onr  pains  shall  turn  into  pleasure.     Love  will  turn  your  lead 
*0   gold,  and  your  thorny  crown  1o  unfading  rnsoB. — Love,  love,  luve 
Frrsaeas  yonr  soul  in  patience.     LpC  not  your  heart  be  troubleil. 
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Tbo  sun  will  not  alwnjg  be  under  llic  cloud.     He  Boon  olU  elime  Cb* 
brigbler  fer  bniing  Lvcn  bid  a,  wtiile. — Coura|rQ  s.ad  Confidence. 

it  try  to  get  down  from  the  cross,  for  (lie  croea  and  jaor 
Jemu  are  inaepurable.  Tbe  way  you  walk  in  ia  covered  witli  thorns, 
bat  it  leuts  jou  diroct  to  bin  tbrone. — Courage  and  Faith. 

(23)— p,  3fiB. 
Aaon  eviileHce  of  the  reiDarkable  piety  and  puritjof  eouI  of  Misl 
Bebeeot  Seton,  it  is  worthy  of  remark  tbnt  alic  aud  two  of  her  cont- 
pMiona  had  formed  an  agreomeut  among  theraseWen,  tliat  whoeror 
wooltt  die  first  would  use  bcr  influence  witli  God  to  obtain  for  tbe 
■B  the  grace  of  dying  happily  at  an  early  age  rather  than  liie 
■I  the  risk  of  their  el^rnal  Eidvation.  She  was  the  Sret  Hummoned 
fram  life,  aad  her  two  pioua  OBBOciates  foUowod  her  rapidly  witliis 
a  brief  period  of  each  other. 

(24)— p.  873. 
An  msaoeiatioB  was  formed  in  New  York,  in  1817,  under  the  titls 
of  the  Now  York  Roman  Catholic  Benevolent  Society,  the  object  of 
•which  was  to  support  and  educntc  orphans.  It  appeal's  that  Kleaers. 
,'Vmuiii  Cooper  and  C.  Heeay  vrero  the  principal  moiera  in  this  un- 
dertaking among  tbe  tnity.  Among  tho  most  valued  friends  of  the 
tnotatutiOD  was  Madam  Lcrew,  whose  husband  was  a  wealltiy  mcr- 
w  York  and  a  tnistee  of  St.  Potcr'a  Church.  This  lady 
took  a  deep  iotcreEt  in  [he  success  of  the  establishment ;  tmd,  when 
ffioulty  had  ariflen  in  regard  to  the  managomant  of  i(a  affairs, 
;ed  that  aba  would  rather  undertake  to  pay  all  the  expense* 
of  the  institution  herself  than  see  it  foii.  With  the  blessing  of  Qod 
Jt  •ooHnned  lo  prosper,  until  it  reached  its  praaent  degree  of  proa- 
tpWi^.  For  upward  of  tveiity  years  it  was  under  the  obarge  of 
Bister  Kliiaboth  Boyle,  as  aister-serrant,  who  had  been  praviausly 
4^  utiataal  of  Mother  Seton  in  tbe  government  of  the  society.  In 
'MM  of  her  letters  Motbar  Seton  calla  her  "dearest  old  partner  of 
IS  and  bearer  of  my  burdens." 

(25)-p.  875. 

Before  Mr.  Seton  emhnrkad,  tlie  Rev.  Mr.  Bruli,  hia  former  |H 

tHtor  and  constant  friend,  addressed  to  hiiu  the  roUowing  advke,  b 
oh,  which  may  be  road  with  advantage  by  all  young  n 
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"  Love  God  aboTe  nil  things.     Serve  him  and  observe  hia  holj 
law  At  (lie  rink  of  every  gacrifice.     To  obey  and  pltaaa  tiim  is  the 
jut;  of  our  whole  life,  under  whatever  circumstanoce  we  amy  be 
destined  to  follow  its  rapid  course  to  eternity.     The  Almighty  must 
have  take*  yon  ooderhis  special  care,  to  preserve  you  faithful  imlil 
now  amid  trials  ttiat  might  have  eiUnguished  in  your  heart  the  sea- 
timont  of  his  love  and  fear.      He  will  support  you  aod  keep  you  to 
himself,  becoming  your  light,  your  strength,  your  perseverance. 
Let  your  sonl  be  cootinnally  uplilled  to  him ;  seek  him  with  the  love 
«ud  Bioiplicity  of  a  child ;  examine  in  every  thing  bis  will,  learn  it 
with  an  upright  mind,  and  embrace  it  witb  courage, — yea,  with 
conrage,  my  friend.     How  much  wiU  yon  be  in  need  of  reBoiolion, 
larrounded  by  a  crowd  of  persona  who  are  in  general  so  little  ac- 
enstomed  to  regulate  their  life  by  tho  principles  of  religion,  or  even 
of  Bonnd  reason  I — alas  t  alas  I  accustomed  rather  to  dospise  openly 
and  merrily  the  Btrictmaiiras  of  religion,  even  in  things  the  most  im- 
portant!   Ob,  have  courage  1   Let  your  prayer  be  dally  help: — short, 
perbapa,  but  more  fervont  than  over,  since  your  wants  and  dangers 
win  be  more  pressing  than  ever.     Bow  can  you  eustain  yonraolf 
mthoat  prayer!     How  can  you  calcntate  upon  the  assistance  of 
Hod,  if  you  neglect  and  forsuko  him  first— hini  who  is  your  Father, 
yoai  sovereign  Lord!  if  you  abandon  bim  for  tbo  sake  of  men  or 
the  things  of  this  life,  or  cease  lo  please  him,  in  order  to  p!en«e 
those  the  mare  who  have  forsaken  bira  and  who  make  this  the  con- 
ation of  their  fviendiihip  and  estectn?     Oh,  no,  neverl      Can  you 
rtoonotliate  your  duty  toward  man,  and  even  his  favorable  regard, 
Vith  jour  obligations  to  Qod  as  a  Christian  and  a  Catholic  7     Must 
nuredly  yon  can,  if  you  resolutely  will  it;  and  it  iscertiunly  your 
fatty  to  have  this  efficacious  will  whenever  circumslanoes  may  re- 
It  is  your  duty.      Should  this  word,  so  sacred  in  the  sar- 
n,  and  which  so  readily  emboldens  them  even  to  the  aacri- 
B  of  life,  be  leas  decisiye  in  favor  of  God?     Should  it  not,  on 
Vie  coulrsry,  be  infinitely  more  so!      Cndoabtedly ;  for  wbal  com- 
parison between  God  and  man.  between  time  and  eternity,  between 
■«bo  obligations  of  the  soul  and  the  conveutionnlilies  of  tills  world  I 
M  bft*e  said  that  you  can  always  conciliate  jour  retaUons  to  Ood 

IU>  thOB«  which  you  owe  to  men.      Thonsanila  of  virtuous  persona 
tan  you  have  done  it,  though  engaged  iu  ths  trying  life  whleh 
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na  hmt  embraoeJ  Does  not  a  gcQpron?  Cliritfinn  priifeii"  in 
mrj  'bing  ■  uDifonn  fiilelil;'  lo  nil  tlie  duties  or  hia  iflale!  and, 
ir  tbejr  pxpoao  to  danger,  doea  he  not  gurpasa  ererj  out  vlim  in  the 
ukgnaniraitj'  with  wLich  tie  rvgarda  the  losH  of  lite!  Does  h«  col 
pos9»3.  Tor  liring  in  pence  Hilb  bis  fi'ienda  hivi  equala,  all  tlie  ra- 
Bourees  of  n  sincere  churily,  nf  a  °ciul  free  from  pride,  sulicitons  Ui 
obserre  in  their  ragard  a  unifurm  deportniant,  and  to  Aow  iteotf 
sliiajB  obliging,  sociable,  cheerful,  even,  and  pleasaDC,  nmid  tiK 
daticB  of  n  profession  irhich  ia  ao  arduDOB  and  calls  for  so  much 
cnergf  T  Must  not  the  avoiding  of  all  haagbtiness,  of  all  insinceritf, 
of  all  offenaive  aclion  and  langiiage,  make  ilself  remnrlEcl  in  so 
many  Waja  that  it  will  be  impossible  not  to  lore,  eateem,  and  reapect 
one  who  is  so  atixioua  in  ever;  thing  to  manifest  tovard  a.^1  that 
respeel,  love,  B,nd  indulgeoce,  which  are  the  dictntes  of  a  goad  bKUi 
and  a  tml;  Cliristian  aonl  T  Excuse  this  lost  expression  of  leal  on 
the  part  of  a  friend  oho  ia  aa  ardently  deairoua  of  ahowing  yon,  to 
the  end,  the  sincerit]!  of  hia  aentimentu  in  ^roar  regard.  Supply  bj 
JWT  OOD  reflections  what  wilt  not  have  been  sulGcienlly  ex{lained 
lo  joo.  PuUow  whatever  will  appear  to  you  the  true  coursa 
which  you  should  pnrauc  in  life — that  life  . 
prof^ion  upon  whicli  yon  have  entered ! 
return  immediately  and  with  humility  and  lov 
of  all  consolation, — open  ynnr  heart  a 
your  spiritual  wound ;  and,  oh,  my  friei 


of  every  opportunity  t 
proaching  the  aacrauK 


0  mucb  exposed  in  the 
r  a  fault  escape  ynn, 
to  your  God — the  Ood 

e  to  Him  who  can  heal 

vail  yourself  with  ferror 


iciled  with  Heaven,  by  ap- 

iB  providenee  of  Ood  yon  may 


be  able  to  receive  If  you  seek  this  grace  with  sincerily,  jou  will 
find  that  it  will  be  almoitt  always  in  your  puwer  lo  obt^n  it. 
Alas  I  if  it  is  hard  enongh  to  resign  oneself  when  it  is  not  at  hand, 
embrace  it  when  it  ia  offered ;  and.  if  it  fail,  oh  remember  the  obli- 
gation, more  urgent  than  ever,  of  desiring  to  make  your  peaoe 
with  Ood  and  of  eipreasing  the  most  aincere  and  lively  regret  for 
tba  fault  you  may  have  aommittud.  Never  forget  this,  Mpecially  in 
the  moment  of  danger.  What  lamcnltible  fully,  to  rtyect  the  feu 
of  thu  Lord  and  the  iiitcresta  of  an  immortal  aoul  that  is  about  U 
appear  before  himl  Adieu,  adieni  Please  to  think  of  a  friend  who 
will  never  forget  yon,  aud  who  begs  you  to  keep  this  paper  ia 
mamjrj  of  bim. 

■■S.Baurt." 


(10)— p.  876. 
Id  October,  1313,  tbe  Rev.  Mr.  Dubonrg  len  Baltimore  fc  He* 
Orleans,  where,  u  prefect  apoetollc,  he  undertook  to  r^ulaie  tli« 
affairs  of  tbe  Churcb,  wbicb  nure  then  in  a,  distracted  condttioii  in 
that  part  of  the  oonatr;.  Now  QrlBaJis  had  been  erected  iulo  an 
Epiaeopal  See  is  1793,  and  a  biiihap  appointed  fur  the  govanuneat 
•f  Iho  dioceae,  nhich  embraced  at  tfaut  timo  b,I1  the  cuaatrj  Kent  of 
tiie  Hissisappi,  ander  Ihe  naue  of  the  Louisionas.  The  seebaTing 
becoas  vacant  in  IgDl,  hy  the  tranalotioD  of  the  Biehop  Don  Luis 
Feoalrer  y  Cardenas,  a  auceeBaor  was  appointed  the  following  jear, 
who,  however,  died  in  Komc  before  eotning  to  this  couatry.  In 
1804,  Louisiana  became  a  territory  of  the  United  States;:  and,  sania 
time  after.  Bishop  Carroll  was  charged  with  the  adraiaistraUon  of 
Us  epiritnal  ouaeeroB.  Ur.  Duboorg,  on  his  oiriial  there,  fouBit 
religion  in  a  deplorable  state,  owing  cliiufly  to  the  want  of  piooi 
nod  aealauB  clergymen :  aad  on  tbe  reetoradoa  of  peace,  after  the 
battle  of  New  Orleana,  be  embarked  for  Europe  witk  a  view  to  ia- 
enmae  the  resonroes  of  the  diocese.  He  had  not  been  long  in  Uie 
Eternal  City  when  he  was  appointed  Bishop  of  New  Orleans,  at  Ilia 
in^tonoe  of  Archbishop  CarrolL  Consecrated  in  September,  ISU, 
be  spent  nEorly  two  years  on  the  other  side  of  the  Atlantic,  colleet- 
ing  ^nda  and  enlistiag  laborers  fur  the  American  nissioa.  On  hia 
return  lo  tbe  United  Statos  ho  was  aecompanied  by  a  band  of  elergy- 
■aen,  who  were  eager  W  slinre  witli  him  Iho  toils  and  privotionB 
of  his  lu-duous  ministry.  The  ceremony  of  his  installalioa  took 
place  on  the  4th  of  January.  1SI8,  at  8L  Louis,  which  he  had 
seleeted  as  ■  teraponry  residence.  What  were  the  difficailies  he 
bod  to  contend  with,  ncd  the  courage  with  which  he  met  Ibeni,  may 
b*  gathered  front  the  following  passage  in  one  of  his  letters : — "  As 
I  oonld  not  penetrate  into  the  capital  of  Looisiana  without  es- 
pMing  tbe  sacred  ohnrncter  with  wliich  1  was  inveated,  I  thought  it 
■aonJ  prudent  to  commence  the  attack  at  those  points  or  my  diaees« 
Wbioh  were  tbe  least  ably  defended.  .  .  ,  For  this  reason  the  vast 
territ«ry  of  Missouri  waa  Ihe  tirst  theatre  of  our  labors :  and  hero 
lie  had  to  contend  with  obstocisB  of  every  kind,_proroand  ignoroinc* 
*f  religtou  and  Ihe  pr^udices  arising  from  it,  universal  corrapliuB, 
<^e  disregard  of  every  thing  like  principle,  ahaolule  poverty,  not 
L^vijig  even  wheroon  Ui  lay  my  bead,  and  more  than  fifty  persona 
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depending  on  ms  for  their  support  Retiring  inia  ■ 
there  mUed  with  our  own  hands  a  epacieua  oitbia  lo  ah 
the  weather,  and  laid  the  foandntion  or  another  edifice 
the  biahop  established  hi9  residence  at  New  Orlenns, 
intrwlDoed  in  Missouri  sereml  flonrishing  institntionB 
ing  of  elergynien  and  the  edncntion  of  youth  of  bot 
effected  a  general  improTement  in  tlie  qtnle  of  things  thi 
Tast  diBtrict  nntter  liis  eharge.  The  following  year  he 
assistance  of  a  coadjutor, — the  Rt.  Rer.  Joseph  Rosnti, 
at  St.  Louis,  which  Bubseqaentlj  beeame  an  EpiaCDpn 
onmstaneeB,  howGTCr,  haTing  cnmbiniHl  to  render  the 
Bishop  Dubonrg  n  source  nf  considemWo  yenation,  he 
appointment  to  the  See  of  Montanban  in  France,  of  w 
posBeaaion  in  the  antnmn  of  1820.  Snbseqneotly,  in 
tmneferred  to  the  Archbiahoprio  of  BaEan9un,  and  thi 
Deocmber  1 2.  he  tenoinatad  Iub  career  of  emintnit  nsefi 
ago  of  sixty-fjie. 

He  was  BDcceodcd  ia  the  pTesidenBy  of  St.  Mory'a  C 
followiug  gentlemon ; — 

Rev.  J.  B.  F.  Paquoil,  fromOot.18,  1812,  lo  Dee.  IB, 
Rev.  Simon  O.  UruUS,  from  Deo.  18,  1816,  to  June  3, 
Rex.  Edward  Daraphoui,  from  June  8,  1818,  to  Aug. 
Rev.  Louis  R.  Delnol,  from  Aug.  23,  1822,  to  SopL  1 
Rer.  B.  Damplioux,  from  Sept.  1S23,  to  Sept.  1827. 
Rot.  Michael  F.  Wheeler,  from  Sept.  1827,  to  Feb.  1 
Ee».  E.  Damphoos,  D.D.,  from  Feb.  14,  1828,  to  Se[ 
Ber.  SamncI  Eccleaton,  from  Sept.  1829,  to  SepL  18 
Ber.  John  Joseph  Ghanche,  from  Sept.  18S4,  to  Mai 
EeT.  (Hlbert  Raymond,  D.D.,  from  Maroh  1, 1841,  to 
Rev.  Olirer  L.  Jentna,  from  Sept.  1849,  to  Sept.  16 
Since  the  last-mentioned  date  the  Colle^ato  dcpai 
Hary'B  has  been  diBcontinaed. 


(27)— p.  379. 

In  the  enmmer  of  1818  the  Rev.  Mr.  Cooper,  who  « 

frcm  Italy  had  been  oraained  priest  at  Baltimore  on 

Angnst,  was  appointed  lo  the  pastoral  charge  of  the  i 

at  Eiumettsbnr^ ;  bnt  he  remained  there  only  nine  i 
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titerwwd  eiercised  the  bol;  miniBtry  in  South  Carolina.  Through 
loTe  for  hiB  Divine  Hoatar  he  undertook  a  pilgrimsgo  to  the  Bolj 
Land,  sfler  vhicb  be  returned  (o  his  nalive  country,  and  wa.t  em- 
ployed in  different  sitnationB  in  the  dioccBeB  of  Bnltimoro  and  Phi- 
kdolphia.  In  1832  be  went  to  France  on  account  of  hiB  health, 
and  Bettled  himself  at  Bordeaux,  attracted  (hither  b;  the  friendship 
of  Cardinal  Choverus,  wlio  had  a  high  regard  for  hini  and  snbge- 
qnently  breathed  bis  last  iti  his  arms.  By  bis  mnnlficonl  cDntribu- 
tions  to  religious  and  charitable  objects,  Mr.  Cooper  hod  reduced 
himself  olmcBt  to  a  state  of  indigence  ;  still  did  he  contrive  from 
his  wanty  means  to  relievo  the  distreBaed,  Hia  piety  was  forrent 
and  unaflected,  and,  with  the  digoity  of  his  personal  appearance 
and  the  calm  eipression  of  his  featurBB,  was  calculated  tfl  produce 
a  salutary  eOei^t  upon  those  whom  he  sought  to  win  to  the  practice 
of  religion.  Ho  was  the  instmment,  in  the  hands  of  Ood,  for  re- 
claiming many  Catholics  from  the  neglect  of  duty,  among  whom 
were  several  diBtingnished  mcrchanta  and  members  of  the  bar  at 
Bordeaux,  who  before  had  been  supposed  to  have  scarcely  any  futh 
in  the  Christian  religion.  Nor  was  ho  less  successful  in  opening 
the  eyes  of  those  vbcm  the  prejudices  of  birth  or  education  with- 
held from  the  communion  of  the  true  Church.  Among  the  oniTer- 
Btona  duo  to  him,  under  Ood,  may  be  mentioned  that  of  the  Ame- 
rican Consul  at  Bordeaux,  who  is  now  a  priest  and  oicrciaing  the 
holy  ministry  in  the  diocese  of  Philadelphia.  Ur.  Cooper  termi- 
nated B  life  of  good  works  by  a  saintly  death,  on  the  ICth  of  De- 


(S8)— p.  881. 
Dr.  Mattgnun  died  on  the  19tb  of  September,  1816, — a  day  of 
inexpresBible  grief  to  Bishop  Cheverus,  who  omitted  DDtbing  to 
teatif;  his  affectionate  regard  for  his  venerable  associate.  The 
obsequies  were  performed  with  the  greatest  Botemnity.  "  The 
body,"  says  the  biographer  of  Cardinal  Chovorus,  "  was  carried  in 
procesaion  throngh  the  streets,  amid  hymns  of  wo,  and  he  him- 
self, with  bit!  mitre  on  his  head,  followed  the  colhn  attended  by  his 
tongregution.  The  inhabitants  respected  the  ceremony,  however 
Tuusnal  in  their  eyes,  honoring  by  their  silence,  and  the  perfect  order 
they  preaerved,  the  grief  of  M.  de  Chevems  and  the  memory  of 
his  friond.     The  eoBuiog  day,  all  the  journals  of  the  city,  for  bom 
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•sjiog  ingbt  ngniosl  ttie  ceremonial,  tendered  dxtir  thviks  to  M. 
da  CbeTQros  for  having  ■ugared  so  welt  of  (ho  good  spirit  of  tii« 
inbibitaats  of  BustoD,  und  known  how  to  nppreciato  the  stntimentf 
aee  which  they  felt  for  hisdepurled  associate." — (p.  II!.) 


I 


(29)— p.  381. 

In  1803,  eight  priests  and  soicDteen  laj-brotherB  of  tbe  Trappisi 
arder  ouma  to  Aoierioa,  and  were  afterward  joined  by  three  othor 
priests  and  Berenil  lnj-hrolbere  of  tbe  Baroe  institijte.  TLe  year 
of  their  amTal  Ibej  settled  at  Pigeon  Hille,  near  HanoTer,  Pa., 
irhan,  after  s  sojourn  of  twelve  niontha,  they  removed  U>  the  State 
of  Kentneky,  on  Pottinger's  Creek.  Here  they  were  estabJisheii 
until  tlie  spring  of  1809,  obserriog  all  the  austentiea  of  Iheir  mie 
and  edifying  the  community  by  their  holy  life.  They  also  con- 
ducted a  school  for  the  gratuitous  instraction  of  boys,  which  wan 
the  first  Catholic  school  of  any  note  in  Eentachy.  But  the  climate 
not  being  favorable  to  the  observance  of  their  ri^d  rules,  five 
priests  and  three  lay-brothers  felt  Tictima  to  disease.  This  eircum- 
stance,  with  the  de^re  of  Father  Urban,  the  superior,  to  labor  for 
Iha  wel&re  of  the  savage  tribes,  indnced  bim  to  move  bis  cont- 
mimi^  still  farther  west.  They  accordingly  fixed  their  residence  at 
Ftorissaut,  in  Missouri,  where  they  remained  one  year,  and  then 
•roBMd  over  to  the  State  of  Illinois,  to  locale  themselves  on  a  farm 
which  had  been  presented  to  them  by  a  Catholic  of  that  country. 
Hera  thay  settled  around  a  clnstor  of  Indian  mounds,  one  of  which 
ia  called  Monki'  Mound  1u  this  day.  Though  much  exposed  to 
danger  in  this  place  from  tbe  marauding  Indians  who  infested  the 
country,  their  establishment  was  never  molested.  But  tbe  climate 
here  was  not  batter  adapted  than  that  of  Kentaeky  to  the-practica 
of  their  rule,  two  priests  and  five  lay-brothers  being  Carried  awaj 
by  sickness. 

These  particulars  respecting  the  first  establish  me  nta  of  the  Trap- 
pists  in  the  United  States  we  luive  condensed  chlefiy  from  Dr. 
Spalding's  Sktleha  ef  Kentucky,  p.  167,  &c.,  where  they  are  related 
with  many  interesting  details.  But  the  distinguished  author  has 
DDt  mentioned  several  other  places  where  the  Trappists  attempted 
lo  settle  themselves  after  having  retired  from  Monks'  Munod.  To 
■npply  this  omission  we  will  quote  hero  a  passage  from  the  hiogr*. 
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pblcal  Dotico  of  the  Itev.  tir.  Mnruiiill^,  h;  B.  D.  CnmpbGll,  Esq., 
utd  publUbcd  in  the  U.  S.  Catholic  JUagazint.  toI.  i.  p.  623. 

"After  Borao  efforts  to  effect  their  pnrpoae  in  the  West,  which 
TOrioQS  causes  combinfld  to  frustrate,  they  went  to  :  t.  Mary's  or 
Cburles  countj,  in  tiarylsad.  DiuiccnBlotned  to  the  climate,  and 
panning  their  rigoruus  rule  in  unwholegoine  locations,  their  health 
biled ;  uul,  as  it  becaiiDe  ncce)iS0Lrj  for  them  Id  withdraw  from  the 
lower  eoantiea.  the;  were  induced  to  come  to  Baltimore,  and  R»v. 
Mr.  HoraaTill^  invited  them  to  remain  with  him.  Father  Fnuicis 
Xavier,  a  prieat  of  the  order,  died  on  the  passage  thither.  Kci. 
Ur,  Moranvillti  had  the  body  of  the  vencrnble  servant  of  God  in- 
terred behind  the  church,  at  the  foot  of  the  Calvary,  anil  immediately 
receiied  the  aunivors  into  his  own  houae,  where  he  entei'taiaid 
them  for  sotne  time,  renting  a  small  house  adjoining  the  eborchyard, 
to  furnish  additional  occommodatiuDs;  and  here  the  Trappists  re- 
nained  temporarily,  until  the  indefatigable  pastor  arranged  a  plan 
for  their  more  anitable  aocoramodatioQ.  The  largo  boose  and  ei- 
teofliie  garden  opposite  St.  Patrick's  Church,  known  aa  Whitehall, 
was  rented  for  the  Trappists,  and  they  were  installed  in  their  new 
habitation  with  a  view  to  the  permanent  establishment  of  their  order. 
Their  devout  daportmeot  became  a  source  of  edification  to  the  con- 
gregation of  St.  Patrick'ti,  whose  pastor,  with  hia  wonted  teal,  suc- 
eeadeJ  in  inducing  several  of  the  more  fervent  to  unite  with  theae 
good  monks  in  their  pilgrimage  along  the  strait  and  narrow  way 
that  leads  lo  salvation.  Tbe  Tmppists,  after  remaining  in  Balti- 
more about  two  years,  removed  to  New  York  in  1814,  which  city. 
it  was  thought,  offered  a  more  eligible  location  and  a  more  extensive 
field  of  usefulness.  Their  plan  was  lo  unite  the  instruction  of  youth 
to  the  ordinary  exercises  of  their  order,  and  they  took  possession 
«t  an  establishment  previously  occupied  by  tbe  French  Consul, 
abont  four  miles  from  the  city,  nnd  issued  a  prospectus.  Their 
oonstant  friend,  Mr,  M,,  was  with  them  in  New  ¥ork,  explaining 
their  plan  and  bespeaking  the  favorable  interest  of  the  pubtio  in 
their  behalf.  The  superior,  however,  to  the  surprise  and  regret  of 
3Ir.  M,>  suddenly  determined  to  abandon  the  contempinled  settle- 
Brat  in  the  United  States,  and  arrangemects  were  commenced  to 
return  to  Europe ;  leaving  to  (he  election  of  tbe  Americans  who  hod 
*3lned  the  order,  but  were  not  bound  by  tow.  eitlier  lo  accompany 
tbe  elder  members  in  their  returu  or  to  withdraw  from  the  order.  Twe 
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-c  jouCnrul  mpmbi^rB  of  St.  Patrick's  congregnlj&n  ddci 
■d  to  go  to  Earope,  and  the  otlicrE,  being  persons  idiBnccd  U 
jtars.  who  were  igDorant  of  the  French  Uzigiiage,  wore  induced  to 
U*re  the  order.  The  good  pastor,  who  had  continncd  near  tlifl 
children  of  his  flock,  to  encoumge  and  counsel  them  in  nil  their 
■lifficnltica,  remained  with  them  to  the  end,  and,  when  the  Dual  ar- 
mngcmentwna  complotod  in  New  Tori,  conduoted  hia  ooTioes  buck 
to  Baltimore,  and,  all  of  the  females  hnviug  delermiued  to  solicit 
•dnusuon  among  the  Sisters  of  Chsrit;,  be  accompanied  them  to 
Kmmetlsburg,  made  kuowii  their  wishes.  Oiiid  saw  thoiii  faTorabl; 
rocNTCd  into  the  House  of  8t,  Joseph's." 

The  order  of  La  Trappe  is  a  reform  of  the  CiBtercian  monhs, 
[ounded  originally  b;  SL  Stephen  and  St.  Bernard  in  the  twelTth 
(leotury,  and  following  a  very  austere  rulo.  In  the  course  of  time, 
(he  Cistercian  monks  haTing  degenerated  from  their  pHmitive  fcrror, 
several  attempts  were  made  to  retire  among  them  the  true  spirit 
of  their  instituto,  but  chicfl}'  by  the  Abbd  de  Raneri,  in  the  b'ui- 
teenth  ccnturj.  This  cii!tgymn,a  was  of  an  ancient  and  wealthy 
family,  and  was  unfortunately  misled  into  the  dissipation  of  the 
world  {  bat,  touched  by  the  grace  of  God,  he  determined  to  re- 
oonnoe  its  Tanities  and  to  de«ot«  himself  to  a  penitential  lifto. 
With  this  view  he  retired  to  the  abbey  of  La  Tmppe,  which  he 
held  BitiwiinmrfDin,— thut  is,  for  his  support, — and  made  hiaprofea- 
rion  there  as  a  Cistercian  monk,  in  1664.  Contemplating  with  grief 
the  sad  deohne  of  the  order,  and  possessing  all  the  quiUitiea  which 
would  enable  him  to  execute  tbe  work  of  reform,  he  resolred  to 
iindortako  it.  and  by  his  eihortations  snd  example  he  succeeded  in 
Inducing  his  brethron  of  La  Troppe  to  practise  faithfully  the  rigid 
discipline  of  their  institute.  Those  who  embraced  the  reform  of 
De  Ranc^  were  thenoo  called  Troppists,  to  distinguish  them  from 
other  houses  of  the  Cistcrcinn  order  tiiat  did  not  adopt  the  strict 
oltservanoe.  Several  other  Trnppist  establlehments  wore  founded 
in  Prance,  aenoaJiy,  Switierland,  and  Italy,  and  exhibited  the 
brightcBt  examples  of  virtue.  Some  of  them  still  flourish,  display- 
ing that  heroic  self-denial  and  austerity  of  penance  by  which  the 
monastic  life  was  distingui^thed  in  its  most  fervent  days.  See 
Skeltin  0/  Emtueiy.  by  the  Very  Rev.  Dr.  Spalding,  p.  102,  Ac. 

The  Tmppistahavenow  two  establishments  in  the  United  Stales — 
one  new  Ddbuquo,  lown,  nml  tiic  ofLpr  ucnv  New  Heaven,  Nelson 
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ooont/,  Ky.  The  lutl^r  is  nn  nhbcf,  pDperlj  so  iiBllod,  biviag  iti 
kbbM  irilh  the  tiUe  of  RL  Reverend,  who  woe  consecrated  by  th« 
Rt.  Rev,  Dr.  Spalding  in  1851.  For  further  particutnra  see  Jfafro- 
polUan  Catholic  Almanac,  1S52,  pp.  112,  148,  and  preceding  iinin- 
beis  of  the  same  work. 


The  fallowing  is  the  hymn  alluded  to  in  the  U 


Hondo  laighforthoo! 

Ifhea  Bbnll  m;  exile  huva  ] 

Thy  joys  «bon  <hall  I  > 

Jeniaaloin, 


Tho  Lnmb  on  Cnivo.rj'a  mi 
Ib  ihy  eternnJ  day. 


"  Tbs  [hongbt  of  thee  to  bb  in  given, 

T'  anticipate  the  liiias  of  Ueavan 
In  his  eternal  emile. 

JeraBOlem,  Ao." 

n^tancc  of  Mrs.  Seton's  originality  of  thought  and  pawn 

t  illustration,  wc  will  furnish  here  the  inlrodno^an  to  a  letter  whiab 

lu  Iter  Mr.  Brnl4,  when  on  hie  way  to  Enrope  in  tGlS, 

d  before  alia  had  hoard  of  his  arriTal  in  thai  country: — 

"  Whitenn  Eve,  at  the  foot  of  SL  Mury'a  Monutnin,  from  wlienc« 

■and   Blreama  of  remembraoeeB   comin);   down  wttli    iha 

It  lieaTeoly  dews,  which  '  to  the  wljuto  world  gi«e  eiccss  of  joy,' 


nyi  our  diTine  prersce.  The  God  of  nar  henrt  sms  what  pin:! 
In  mine  on  such  &  festival  of  desires,  re [nemb ranees,  sad  renlitiua, 
with  ils  anuttenible  cries  to  the  l-ux  btaliiaima  which  is  lo  pemde 
to  intimately  every  fuithfal  heart.  Yon  underetftod  faUy.  Tit 
hope  tiut  you  will  bo  at  his  altar  and  there  reoeive  the  olive  nf 
peaoe  froni  the  myatio  Dove,  or,  ir  yet  shut  op  in  your  ark,  lh> 
kbaadanoe  he  will  ponr, — either  overSovg  the  soul  of  the  poor  Ams' 
licoD  iDo (her  with  torrents  of  desires  foryoa  in  ChisseBsou  orgracei. 
Your  shora  will  be  without  moasnro,  if  the  poor  sinner  is  heard." 

The  Butijoined  extract  from  a  letter  to  a  clergyman  in  Baltimare, 
refera  to  the  scene  at  St.  Joseph's  usterhood  earl;  on  the  moming  of 
CbriBtmas,  1811,  and  is  a  beaoliful  eipresslon  of  her  lively  faith  : — 

"  Between  the  adorstioa  of  midnight  and  the  mass  of  four  o'olock. 
What  moments,  our  father  I  Our  happy  retreat  ended,  the  flame 
of  love  ascending,  every  innocent  heart  beating — the;  who  had  )Qni' 
muned  before  preparing  and  desiring  as  if  for  the  first  time,  and 
the  meltings  of  lovs  going  from  mother  tc  children  and  from  chil- 
dren to  mother  I  At  half-post  eleven  she  called  them  from  their 
short  slumber,  or  rather  found  most  of  them  watching  for  her. 
Come ! — gratitude  and  lore  resounded  in  a  moment  through  all  the 
dormitories,  from  young  and  old  ;  even  dear  Anoina,  lying  in  her 
aold  sweat  and  fever,  joined  the  load  chorus.  The  altar  dressed 
by  our  truly  angelic  sacristans  Vero  and  Betsy,  adorned  with  the 
purest  taste,  and  blading  with  lights  made  by  their  virgin  hands — 
oh,  my  fallier,  words  have  but  little  meaning.  Our  Venile.  Glorias, 
Te  Deum,  and  Ave — you  cnn  understand.  All  we- wanted  was  Vtri 
dignum  et  j\utum  eat  we  were  so  often  delighted  with  in  former 
days.*  Peace  to  memory !  Let  all  be  hushed  as  tlie  darling  Babe 
when  he  first  laid  his  dear  mouth  to  the  sweet  breast  of  his  mother; 
— bnt  the  vere  dignum  nil)  sound  in  my  ear,  my  heart  will  follow 
it.     Well,  I  stop,  adore,  and  listen." 


With  the  exception  of  some  , . 

Hong,  and  scraps  of  poetry  and  prose.  Mother 
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Sriginal  compoBitions.    Her  tranBl&tioDs  ure  (lie  CotlovinE,  all  b 
French  works  — 

1.  Life  of  St.  Tmceot  of  Panl,  In  4to. 

2.  Life  of  M&denioiseUe  Le  Gr&a. 

8.  The  Antiphona  of  AdreDt,  b;  AvritloD. 

4.  St.  Ambroae's  Troatiae  on  Virginity. 

5.  Interior  Peace,  b;  Lombiti. 

0.  Various  pasB^ea  from  the  worka  of  Bcrthier 

7.  PortioDH  of  St,  Thereaa'a  works. 

li.  Parta  of  Dupoat's  Meditations. 

9.  Commencement  of  the  Life  of  St,  IgaatinB. 

10.  Lettera. 

11.  PaaBHges  from  Pfere  Judde. 

12.  A  portioD  of  the  Conferences  of  St.  Tincent  of  Paul. 

13.  A  portion  of  the  Conferences  of  St.  Francis  of  Sales 

(82)— p.  396. 

Archbishop  \eale  having  cloacd  hia  career  at  Georgot«i*n,  in  the 
IKatrict  of  ColonibiB,  on  the  tTth  of  Jane,  1817,  the  Rot.  Ambrose 
Mar&hal,  of  the  Society  A  St.  SnlpiSns,  and  Profeafor  of  Theo- 
logy in  Bt.  Mary's  Seminary  at  Baltimore,  was  appointed  by  the 
Holy  See  to  soeceed  him.  He  was  consecrated  on  the  Hth  of 
December  of  the  aame  year,  by  the  Rt.  Hey,  Dr.  Chevenis,  Biahop 
of  Boston. 

For  a  notice  of  Archbishop  Neale,  see  United  Statu  Calhotie 
Magazine,  vol.  iii.,  1S44,  p.  &06 ;  for  an  account  of  Arctbiahop 
Marfchal,  see  the  same  work,  vol,  ir.,  1845,  p.  82. 


.       (83)— p.  420. 

It  may  not  be  aninteresting  to  Itie  reader  to  know  the  eatimata 

which  the  Rt.  Rev.  I>r.  Bmt^  hod  farmed  of  Mother  Seton's  merit 

and  virtue.     The  penetrating  mind,  «olid  judgment,  and  holiness 

of  life,  for  which  he  himaelf  was  diatinguiahed,  with  the  faiorabla 

opportunities  which  he  posacsaed  of  ascertaining  her  true  charaoler, 

entitle  his  opinion  on  this  subject  to  high  regard.     He 

BCqnainted  with  her  for  ten  years  before  her  death,  and  dnring 

of  that  period  he  saw  her  nearly  ever;  day;  the  remaindei 

•f  Qm  Ume  he  mainttuned  an  miinteiTUpted  correspondence  wtth 
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her  by  tetters.  During  tlie  last  two  jeara  and  a  lialf  of  her  lih 
he  was  the  confesBor  nt  berself  bijiI  ber  commanity.  Among  hll 
papers  we  find  tbe  following  notice  of  Mother  SetoD  : — 

"  Id  the  Srat  pinoe,  I  will  9Sf ,  aa  the  result  of  my  loug  and  in' 
tiouts  acquaintance  with  her,  thnt  I  believe  her  to  hme  been  oue 
of  those  tml;  choEen  soals  (ana  iTili/e)  who,  if  plsced  in  oircam- 
BtaaceB  eimihir  to  thoae  of  St,  Thereaa  or  St.  Frances  de  ChanWl, 
wculil  be  oquall;  remarlcuble  in  tlie  sealo  uf  sanctity.  Fur  it  eeenil 
to  me  impossible  that  thi'rc  conlJ  he  a.  greater  oloyalion.  purity,  and 
love  for  Qod,  far  heaien  and  for  fupemutural  and  eternal  things, 
than  were  to  be  fuuniJ  in  lier.  But  we  must  leave  to  '.be  Almighty 
his  tulorable  deaigus  and  the  proper  vstimate  of  the  degree  of  ap- 
proximation of  her  heart  to  his.  Thongb  we  see  in  her  more  faults 
or  appsrent  weaknee?,  and  lees  of  tlie  eitraordiunrj,  than  are 
witnesaed  in  the  liyoa  of  great  aninta,  yet  who  but  the  Lord  him- 
self can  judge  to  what  extent  t)ie  dilTerenca  of  cb-jumstsneea 
■haold  be  oonsidered  for  tbe  determioalioii  of  ber  couipotSitiTe 

"  'Bear  Mother',  I  wonlil  sometimos  say,  after  haT.ng  eonTeraed 
with  her  about  eternity,  &o.,  '  I  will  U'e  fifty  years  yvi,  and  yoa 
tweaty-five,  at  leaal.  Slie  would  Blirug  ber  shoulders  tit  this  imagi- 
natiOD,  always  contending  that  she  would  die  soon.  Once  I  drew  a 
litUe  pieturo,  representing  two  aged  peraous  leaning  od  Uieir  staff, 
new  a  cluster  of  grayes,  one  saying  to  the  other,  '  Do  yoa  remombop 
twenty-fiye  years  ago!'  Our  Lord  has  ordered  things  diOerentlj. 
In  taot,  neither  she  aor  I  wished  to  haie  a  single  desire  on  that 
point, — aoither  the  desire  to  live,  or  to  liye  in  t4ie  Bome  place.  On 
Uie  contrary,  she  told  me  thnt  her  joy  before  Qod  would  be  to  Bee 
ne  in  China,  in  regard  to  wliicli  I  had  sometimes  expressed  (o  her 
my  feeble  tlioughts,  which  would  have  ploaaed  her  more  hod  they 
been  more  generous  aod  more  faithful.  At  other  times,  she  rather 
reproached  me  for  entertaining  sueli  foreign  thoughts,  instead  of 
yielding  myself  with  a  good  will  to  the  proyidence  of  Ooi],  in 
fhoBe  places  and  occupations  to  which  he  called  me  at  the  time. 

•'Nothing  could  be  more  grand  or  more  vast  than  her  yieyrs  nf 
tliiugs.  Kotliing  could  oiceed  her  readiness  for  sacrifice  ;  and  !shi 
eonid  not  comprebcnd  bow  one,  especially  a  clergyman,  cuuld  con' 
iider  any  thing  aa  a  sacrifice  in  the  service  of  God.  Her  views, 
howeyer,  were  not  einggerntod,  but  charaoteriied  by  a  true  wisdom. 
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Mid  eitreniBly  ayurao  to  all  lain  Bpooulation  or  bnilding  cbsIIls  iq 
the  vit.  Oh  the  noble  nnd  right  minilt  Soul  oriloat  unci  humbls 
ftt  the  Bikme  titael  Oh,  how  deeply  impreaseJ  wsx  ebo  with  tlia 
ool;  gnmtneaB  of  Qod,  nnii  Ihe  real  notiimgnoss  of  tha  pretended 
greaCnesa  of  hia  Bcrrant^,  beholding,  adoring,  aiid  pmising  in  iLuir 
workB  the  nill  of  Ood  alone  I  '  He  is  all  I  OikI  ia  all '.'  she  vonld  bd; 
BOnUnuallj ;  or  a  motion  of  the  shouldcrfl,  tho  ejehrows,  or  lipa, 
without  uttering  a  word,  would  eipresa  the  foelinga  of  her  mat, 
Vhea  she  beard  an;  one  speak  with  raptore  of  the  aaints,  witboal 
loDking  ohiefl;  to  God,  the  ZHai  Siul  oa  explained  b;  Mr.  Boudon." 

{34)— p.  423. 

A  few  weeks  before  her  death,  Mr.  Brat4  pladcd  in  her  hands  i 
Ecrap  of  paper,  with  the  following  aetititnuuta  irritton  on  it: — 

"  Mj  good  Mother,  jovir  poor  physician  of  the  aoul  does  not  aee 
JOD  maah,  as  he  does  not  wiah  to  fatigue  yon.  He  hag  no  eanae  to 
fear,  knowing  tbnt  tho  hvnveniy  PhyaicinB,  the  Belored,  tho  Spouac, 
the  only  desire  of  yonr  heart,  ia  oontintiallypreacot:  presest  in  tlie 
io*e,  coufidonco,  abandon,  which  ho  inapires — abandon  the  most 
biDder  and  moat  unreaerved.  Present  in  the  continual  acts  of  pu- 
BnnoD,  bamility,  dependence,  and  reugnallon  to  BuScr  erery  thing 
in  union  with  llini,  with  his  croaa.  Present  in  the  pence,  the  trou- 
qnil  joj,  which  he  imparls  ;  in  the  total  di  a  engagement  which  ho 
teoehea ;  in  the  gmco  of  every  moment,  pain  or  comfort,  which  he 
dispenses.  'For  nil  Sesh  is  grasa,  snd  all  the  glnry  thereof,'  O 
Uother.  0  JoBcpbine,  '  as  the  flower  of  the  graaa  ,-'  but  '  the  word 
of  oTir  God,'  hia  grace,  his  Iotc,  'liTeth  and  remaineth  foroTer ' 
Oh  joy,  oh  awect  abandon  to  him !" 

Hr.  Bmt^  remarka  tliat  thoae  worda  of  the  Lord  to  Edom  in  the 
rorty-ninth  chapter  of  Jererolah,  Terse  oifexen,  "LeaTO  thy  fathorlatg 
ehildren:  I  will  make  Ihem  alive:  and  thy  widows  ahall  hope  to 
me,"  were  admirably  illnstrnled  in  the  sentimente  of  Mother  Seton, 
abandoning  her  children,  her  commanity,  all,  (o  the  good  prorideuco 
ef  God.  "  How  henulifullj,"  he  gaya,  "  doea  this  pasange  expreps 
her  magnanimous  fnith  on  her  deathbed !  My  Lord,  I  have  ftea 
•t,  (bit  it:  eipresa  it  I  cannot,  and  I  BulTer  immensely  in  net  being 
■tie  tn  do  so :  for  it  would  be  s  Fonrce  nf  ao  much  edification  if  it 
•ooM  be  communicated  audi  an  I  felt  it." 
■12 


(3->)— p.  425. 

nf  ehHracler  of  Mother  Seton's  faith  nnd  ptety,  tonard  tb* 
gloEe  of  life,  rcminile  an  of  nhat  IB  retnted  of  the  illnstninis  St. 
ThiresB.  Jlor  hiographar  informs  ua  th«l,  just  before  receiring  Iha 
liolf  Vi.iticum,  ebesiiid  tji  bcr  rcUgiaua,  "  Mj  daughters  and  ladies, 
pardon  the  bad  ejample  which  I  have  giyen  yon.  Do  not  imitaW 
;  her  who  hns  been  the  greatest  einner  id  tbe  world,  and  who  hu 
twen  the  most  neglectful  of  her  rules  and  conalJtutionH.  I  entreat 
ymx,  mj  daughters,  for  the  love  of  Ood,  to  observe  them  with  great 
perfeotioQ,  and  to  obey  yonr  saperiors."  These  words  were  uttered 
.  vith  so  mucb  feeling  and  (ondemesB  that  all  preeent  melted  into 
When  tbe  priest  of  God  entered  her  oell,  to  admiDiater  the 
Biassed  Sacrament,  her  coontenance  became  qnite  animated,  and, 
lier  eyes  fixed  on  the  encred  bost,  the  exctaimcd,  "  0  my  Lord, 
the  wishod-for  moment  has  at  length  arrived ;  it  is  time  tu  see  each 
other.  My  Lord,  itistimeto  go!  Let  me  set  out  on  ufbrtuaate  day, 
d  thy  will  be  accomplished.  The  hour  is  now  come  for  qaitting 
IB  exile,  when  my  soul  will  enjoy  with  thee  what  it  has  so  uiuch 
sired."  After  having  received  the  last  sacraments,  she  ropoatod 
»ery  often,  "At  length,  0  LordI  I  am  a  child  of  the  Church!" 
Mid  she  found  in  this  reflection  a  source  of  indescribsblo 
—  Vie  de  Ste.  Therae,  by  Coliombot.  12mo,  p.  279. 


(30)— p.  432. 

The  at,  Eev.  John  Conoily,  second  Bishop  of  New  York,  died 

i  In  that  city  on  the  6th  of  February,  1826.    When  the  See  became 

vacant  in  IBIQ,  the  Sovereign  PonlilT  was  an  eiile  from  Rome  and 

[  Iiald  in  captivity  by  tbe  ambitious  Napoleoo,      In  consequence  of 

\   this  Elate  of  things,  the  diocess  of  New  York  remained  without  ■ 

'    Bishop  until  tbe  Holy  Father  returned  to  bis  dominions  in  1814. 

Dr.  Conoily,  who  then  resided  at  Home,  was  appointed  to  that 

He  was  a  native  of  Ireland  and  a  member  of  the  Dominican 

order.     His  labors  for  the  good  of  religion  were  incessant,  and 

were  marked  by  great  prudence  and  piety. 

A  few  years  after  the  appointment  of  Dr.  Conoily  to  the  Sea 
of  New  York,  thnt  of  Philadelphia,  which  had  been  vacant  • 


4 
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the  destb  of  Bishop  Egan  in  1814,  vai  filled  bj  the  aocession  of 
the  Rt.  Rev.  Dr.  Canwell,  who  took  poaaeaaioD  of  it  in  1820.  The 
Bame  jeur,  Charleaton  and  Richmond  ncre  erected  into  Episcopal 
Beea,  and  the  illualrioita  Dr.  England  named  to  the  former ;  the 
incumbent  of  (he  latter  was  Bishop  Eellj,  who  remained  but  a 
ihort  (imo  in  thia  couairj.  In  1821  the  diooeBB  of  Cineinnati 
was  formed  from  that  of  Bardatown,  sod  the  Kt.  Ber.  Hi  ■  Fen- 
trick,  a  Dominioan,  appointed  to  the  charge.  Thus,  at  tbs 
period  of  Mr.  Dubois's  nccessioa  to  the  See  of  New  York,  there 
WBB  one  Metropolitan  aod  eight  Epieeopal  Seea  and  one  Vicariate 
In  tbe  Uaited  States  ;  one  Archbishop  and  nine  Biahops,  ona  of 
llie  latter  being  the  coadjutor  of  Bardatown.  another  the  coadjutor 
•f  New  Orleans,  and  a  third  Vicar  Apostolic  of  Florida. 


(87)_ 


.  4S3. 


Before  Mr.  Daboia  retired  from  the  instjtalion  at  Mt.  St. 
Mary's,  all  connection  between  it  and  the  aociety  of  St.  Sulpics, 
except  in  the  way  of  Chrietian  feeling  and  inlercourae,  had 
eeased.  Mesara.  Dubois  and  Brute  left  the  Sulpitiaus  in  1824. 
Mr.  Dubois's  sncceasor  in  the  presidency  of  Mt.  8t.  Mary's  Sem- 
inary, was  the  ReT.  Michael  Dubourgo  Bgnn,  an  elere  of  the 
Institution,  and  a  clergyman  of  sound  judgment,  tender  piety 
and  great  geotlenesB  of  manners.  He  was  followed  in  the  same 
office  by  the  KeT.  John  B.  Puroell,  the  present  Archbishap  of 
Cincinnati,  under  whose  administration  the  college  was  char- 
Ured  in  li>30.  Subsequently,  the  Kev.  Francis  B.  Jamison  and 
BeT.  Thomas  R.  Butler  presided  OTer  the  institution.  The  actual 
President  is  the  Rev.  John  McCaffrey,  D.D.,  under  whose  wise 
direction  the  seminary  has  enjoyed  a  uniform  prosperity.  The 
ohnreh  on  the  mountain  has  been  enlarged,  a  chapel  annexed  to 
the  college,  and  an  additional  building  put  up  for  the  conven- 
ty  feet  wide  and 


ienoe  of  the  studi 
four  stories  high. 
in  progress  for  i 


Anolher 


sing  the  accommodations  of  the  eslablisb- 
ily  Catholic  boys,  or  euoh  as  may  be  in- 

■Inicted  in  the  Catholic  religion,  are  admitted  int«  the  college. 

The  nimiber  of  pnpiis  for  sereral  years  put  has  amounted  H 

■ne  buDdred  and  thirty. 


(38)— p.  438. 

RcsDiutioni  pagaed  by  the  Board  or  Guardian!)  of  tbi  Aim*- 
house  al  Pbiladelphia : 

"  Pblltdelphii,  Haj  30, 1B33. 
At  a  meeting  of  the  Board  of  Qaardiana,  the  fallowing  pre- 
amble and  resolutiaus  were  adopted  ; 

"Whereaa  a  written  communication  has  been  received  b;  thU 
Board  from  the  Rev.  Joha  Hiokey,  Superior  of  the  Sisters  of 
Charity,  in  titrating,  for  reasoiiB  therein  stated,  that  it  is  hie  in- 
tenlion  to  recall  the  sisters  now  in  the  Almsiiouse,  as  eooa  as  thia 
Board  shall  have  had  time  to  supply  tbeir  places;  and  whereas 
proper  that  some  testimony  should  be  borue  to  the  leal, 
fidelity  and  disinteTaatedness  which  these  amiable  philaathro- 
pists  have  exhibited  ;  therefore 

Raolvid,  Tbat  Ibis  body  entertain  a  deep,  lasting  and  grate- 

lenae  of  the  generous  devotedueBS,  the  serene  and  Christian 

kindoess,  and  the  pure  and  unworldly  benevolence  which  have 

prompted  and  sustaiued  iho  Sisters  of  Charity  attached  to  this 

^ulioD,  during  the  trying  period  of  pestilence  and  death,  and 

afterwards  in  the  midst  of  oonstaut  sulTcrmg  and  disease. 

itiolved,  Tbat  the  invaluable  aervioca  of  these  amiable  women 
been  productive  of  lasting  beueGt  to  this  institntion,  in  the 
admirable  and  onergetio  measures  which  they  have  introduacd 
for  Ihe  relief  and  comfort  of  the  sick  and  afflicted,  and  entitle 
them  la  the  warmest  thanks  and  gratitude  of  the  whole  canimu' 
ally,  which  baa  been  benefited  by  their  tabors. 

JIuoUtd,  That  this  body,  in  parting  from  the  SiaCera  of  Char- 
iot rasret  that  the  rulca  and  habits  of  the  order  to  which  the 
■titers  belong,  do  nat  admit  the  acaeplanco  of  any  reward,  aa  it 
maid  give  them  pleasure  to  bestow  auch  a  testimonial  aa  might 
•  partially  ta  express  the  grateful  feelings  which  they  en- 
UrUln. 

KtnhtJ,  That  in  permanent  teatimony  of  our  feeling  In  this 
T*f*Td,  the  above  reaoluliuns  be  recorded  in  the  niinutes  of  this 
Bm"I."— ^'"'  Stgiatei:  June  1,  1833. 

RMolutlons  adopted  by  the  City  Council  of  Baltimore,  In  Jan* 
Muj.  IS!13. 

ffhervu  it  beoomes  a  grateful  oommunity  at  all  times  la 
mtrk  U<1  ap|>nivu  vxamples  of  public  devotion  and  virtue,  nort 
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partioularly  Khcc 


18  of  general  (liHlress  and  BfDtctioD,(h* 
^Upensations  of  a  mjatorioDB  wisdom  are  onlj  to  be  met  with  k 
beooming  pulionoe,  piety,  and  oouruge  — 

"And,  wheresB  in  &  recent  aiflicting  dispensation,  through 
wbioh  an  all- wise  Providenoc  may  hare  designed  lo  humblo  and 
purify  tbe  hearts  of  his  people,  when  peHlilcnoe  and  death  wore 
at  our  family  altars,  the  SistorB  of  Charity  wore  conapicuoas  in 
the  labor  of  tore,  as  strangers  flying  to  our  suaoor  in  dislreas, 
and  eaoountcring  death  as  the  price  of  their  Belf-devolion — 

"And,  whereas  Sisters  Mary  Frances  (Boarman)  and  Marjr 
George  (Smith),  memberB  of  the  said  sisterhood,  while  attending 
the  sick  in  the  cholera  hospitals  in  this  city,  during  the  preva- 
lence  of  the  late  epldemie,  fell  a  Bacrifice  to,  and  died  in  the 
eieroise  of  these,  the  noblest  principles  of  social  Tirtucj  bo  it 

"Seiolvtd  by  the  MayoT  and  City  Coantil  of  Battimari,  That  as 
a  memorial  of  the  gratitude  of  the  city,  a  monument  be  erected 
to  the  memory  of  the  said  deceased  sisters,  as  a  rcoord  of  aod  a ' 
just  tribute  to  their  eiemplary  piety,  humanity,  and  self-deTO- 
tioB."—JlaUimors  O'aiitte,  January  26th,  1833. 
This  mouument  slauds  in  the  Cathedral  Cemetery. 


{39)— p.  436. 

Since  the  reaignataon  of  the  Very  Re».  Mr.  Nagot,  first  aupe- 
rioT  of  the  seminary,  in  1810,  the  Very  Rev.  John  Tessicr  had 
presided  over  the  iustitutioo.  The  Very  Rev.  Mr.  Deluol  held 
the  office  until  (he  autumn  of  1849,  when  ho  was  succeedeS  by 
iho  Very  Rei.  Francis  Lhomme,  the  actual  superior  of  the  sem- 
inary.' The  aYOrage  number  of  studenls  in  tbe  institution  is 
iwenly. 

When  Mr.  Hickey  assumed  the  spiritual  directluu  of  the  sia-' 
terhood  in  1830,  Mr.  lirutA  was  relieved  from  that  portion  of  hit 
Acdooue  duty.  A  few  years  after,  in  181)4,  he  was  aanseerated 
tlie  Bret  Bishop  of  Vinoounes,  and  entered  upon  a  new  Hold  of 
Jabor.  His  eitunlioD  at  the  commencement  of  his  ad  minis  I  ration, 
and  the  suuocsa  thai  attended  his  eiertions  for  the  good  of  re- 
ligion, are  thus  described  bj  the  Rev.  Dr.  MoCaiTrey : 

'At  Tincennea  he  found  himself  in  the  moat  trying  clrouni' 
■tanoea.     He  waa  a  stranger,  poor  and  alone.    He  saw  around 

a*  ta 
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II  lilllc  roore  than  tLe  wreck  of  tfao  Cnlholio  fnilh  and  diaci- 
ne  of  the  original  BettlerB.  Looking  abroad,  be  bobeld  indeed 
imtnenBe  Geld  for  labor;  but  Lhe  ground  was  almost  unbroken. 
■  Erer^IliiBg  waa  to  be  commeDoed,  and  bU  was  to  be  effected  b; 
liimaelr.  Destitute  as  he  was  of  every  bumao  meaos  of.  Buaeeas, 
applied  with  courage  to  bis  allotted  task,  and  while  he  freel; 
exposed  himself  to  '  the  heat  and  burthen  of  the  day,'  he  prayeil 
with  ferror  and  oonfidenoe  to  the  '  Lord  of  the  harTest,  that  Ha 
would  send  laborers  into  his  hardest.'  In  less  than  eight  month* 
lie  had  traielled  more  than  a  tbouBand  miles  on  horseback,  over 
roads  almost  impracticable;  had  viaitcd  ever;  part  of  his  eilen- 
Bive  diocess,  and  was  as  ramitiar  with  the  minutest  cij'eumstan- 
oet  regarding  its  missions  and  those  of  the  West  in  general, 
ma  if  the  whole  of  his  valuable  life  had  been  devoted  to  them 
Biolueively.  He  then  proceeded  to  Europe  to  procure  the  buo- 
I  which  he  needed.  More  than  twentj  misBianariea  accom- 
{lanied  him  on  hia  returo,  and  he  obtained  from  the  charity  of 
r  Catholic  brethren  in  the  old  world,  considerable  resources 
for  establishing  sohools,  building  churcheB,  founding  an  asylum 
tor  destitute  orpbans,  and  eeiebrating  the  holy  mysteries  with 
becoming  dignity. .  .  .  There  was  no  station  in  his  diocess  which 
lid  not  visit  repeatedly.  At  home  be  was  at  once  (he  Bishop, 
the  pastor  of  the  congregation,  the  Professor  of  Theology,  the 
father  of  hia  family  (for  bo  be  always  designated  his  ecclesias- 
lies),  the  benefactor  of  the  poor,  and  the  affectionate  friend  of 
In  a.  short  time  he  had  opened  a  college,  eBtabiiahed  at  hia 
expense  a  free  echooi,  and  founded  another  for  girls  to- 
gether with  an  orphan  asylum,  under  the  auperiatendenoe  of 
the  Sisters  of  Charity.  In  order  to  carry  on  these  various 
■cheoies  of  beneficence,  and  actuated  by  a  spirit  of  humitily  and 
aeif-deoini,  he  submitted  to  many  privations  which  hia  declining 
.  lieallh  could  ill  sustain.  The  Bishop,  clergy,  seminarians  and 
Uholarg  of  the  college  occupied  the  same  house,  took  their  meats 
]b  the  same  refectory,  and  in  every  respect  constituted  but  one 
.family.  He  reserved  no  privileges  to  himself;  he  would  have  do 
'  advantages  or  oomforta  which  he  could  not  share  with  all.  Uis 
,miorB  were  so  multifarious  and  burthvnsome,  that  they  would 
.  BMNoly  be  credible  to  those  who  did  not  know  his  wonderful 
Mlifitj  of  mind  and  powera  of  andurance.     In  addition  lo  the 


k 
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Docupnliong  I  bate  niread;  mentioned,  lie  Inught  Ibeolog;  in 
hia  aeminary,  gave  lesiona  in  French  in  one  af  bis  academiea, 
fumiahed  a  large  amount  of  bieCorioal  and  antiquarian  infurma- 
tion  to  the  literary  aooieties  of  ViDOennes,  wrote  twice  a  month 
to  titrj  priest  in  hia  diocesa,  and  maialained  an  eitensiTe  cor- 
respondence with  atmoet  eTer;  part  of  Europe  and  America.  It 
ia  but  a  ahort  lime  since  he  toolc  pDaaeBaion  of  hia  Epiacopal  See. 
He  found  a  single  priest  and  but  two  or  three  GhurcheB  in  hia 
diocess.  He  lias  left  twenty-three  missionaries  in  it,  and  in 
every  town  almost,  besides  many  stations  in  country  places,  a 
temple  has  risen  or  is  rising  up  lo  the  honor  of  the  liTing 
God."  • 

This  man  of  God.  whose  motto  was  to  "  spend  and  be  spent 
bimself"  for  the  aaliation  of  soula,  terminated  hia  raluable  lift 
<loo  short,  sIbbI]  on  the  28th  of  June,  1830,  aged  sixty  yearb 


The  word  dtJicaruni  in  this  inscription,  niuat  have  been  intended 
to  signiiy  the  offering  made  to  Ood  of  the  building,  at  the  t 
of  laying  the  corner-atone;  for  tbe  above-mentioned  date  is  that 
of  bleaaing  the  Brat  atone,  not  that  of  tbe  eonseoralion  of  tba 
ahoroh.  Tbe  eipressioo  of  this  Utter  date  would  be,  11  Monoa 
Uaii,  Anno  M   D.  CCC.  XLI. 


k 


Tbe  bell  which  ban 
one  of  the  mBny  articles  of  this  dEBcription  which  were  brought 
to  thia  oounlry  from  Spain  during  tlie  iwcendeDcy  of  Espartero, 
when  human  progresB  found  another  illustration,  so  common  with 
oar  political  radicals,  in  the  spolintion  of  llie  Church  and  her  holj 
InEtitulions.  Several  of  these  bells  were  for  Bale  in  Baltimore, 
Uid  in  the  selection  of  one  of  them  for  the  sisterhood  at  EmmcttB- 
borg,  a  singular  coincidence  presented  itself  which  deBeryea  to  ba 
regarded.  In  order  to  judge  of  the  tones  of  the  different  bells, 
the  BcT.  Thomas  R.  Butler,  agent  of  the  instifulion,  stationed 
himself  at  some  diBtance  from  the  place  where  the;  were  sus- 
pended. The;  were  now  ruag  one  after  the  other,  and  were 
diBtingiiishcd  by  the  numerical  order  in  which  Ihej  were  Bounded. 
Mr.  Butler  having  chosen  one  that  appeared  to  him  adapted  to 
the  purpose,  founil  upon  exatnination  of  the  insortptioa  which 
It  bore,  that  it  had  been  cast  in  the  year  1809,  the  very  period 
kt  which  the  sislerhood  was  established  at  Emmettsburg ;  also, 
thai  it  had  been  dedicated  in  honor  of  St.  Joseph,  who  was  the 
obief  patron  of  the  institution  and  chapel  in  the  Valley  1  Thus, 
at  the  very  time  that  St.  Joseph's  community  was  commencing 
there,  a  bell  was  prepared  for  it  in  a  far  distant  land,  with  an 
appropriate  inscription,  and  destined  to  be  brought  hither,  after 
thirty-two  years,  upon  the  cunipletion  of  the  saored  edifice  that 
was  to  reoeiie  it.  But  St.  Peter  tella  us,  "  that  one  day  with 
the  Lord  is  oa  a  thousand  years,  and  a  thousand  years  as  one 
day."— 2  Peter,  iii.  M. 

{42)— p.  445. 

As  we  have  already  stated,  the  Rev.  Mr.  David  accompanied 
Bishop  Flnget  to  Kentucky  in  1811,  and  among  the  happy  re- 
■nlts  of  his  labors  in  the  West  for  the  good  of  religion,  was  the 
iHEtitntion  of  the  Sisters  of  Charity  of  Naiarelh.  In  1812  the 
eaoleslnstical  seminary  of  St.  Thomas  was  commenced  and  placed 
nnder  his  direction.  The  duties  of  these  two  inatitulions  did  not 
prevent  him  from  giving  all  due  attention  to  the  wanta  of  the 
congregation  at  Bsrdslown,  which  was  also  under  his  charge. 
He  Blill  aontinued  these  various  Mrvices  after  bis  elevation  to 
the  ofUoopacy  in  1819,  when  he  wbb  ccngecrated   Biahqn  at 
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Mturioastro  impartitai  nnd  oondjiitor  of  Ibo  Rt.  Rev.  Dr.  Flaget 
Ho  preflidod  over  the  Society  of  Nmareth  with  wifldom  and  am- 
cesB,  Tor  the  space  of  twenty  yonra.  But  the  iofirmities  which 
Buffered,  obliged  him  at  an  advanaed  age  La  retire  in  a  great 


IB  labor 


labia 


Bnt  he 


lated  Bome  piouB  works,  and  spent  much  of  his  time  in  prayer, 
meditation,  aaiJ  preparation  for  dearth.  Thus  diii  he  render  his 
days  fnll  in  the  eight  of  Ood,  and  dispose  himself  for  the  sum- 
mona  tliat  called  him  from  life.  Ilia  death  took  place  on  the 
12th  of  .Tune,  1S41. 

For  a  more  particular  asooant  of  Bishop  David,  aea  Sktteiut 
Iff  Senluekeif,  by  Dr.  Spalding. 


A  short  time  after  Mother  Ann  Simeon  had  pronounced  her 
holy  TOWS,  she  once,  in  the  fulness  of  her  heart,  gave  eiproBsioa 
to  her  feelings,  and  penned  the  subjoined  touching  staniaa  : 

TO  JBSUS  IK  TUE  BLESSED  SACRAMBNT 

O  Jetua,  my  Saviour,  my  heart's  only  treaanro. 
Thy  beauty  has  woo  mo,  I  long  to  bo  thine ; 

So  longer  can  aoght  to  thia  boaom  give  pleamre 
But  to  lay  with  the  gponao,  My  Beloved  Is  mini 


ThjBolf  00  our 

T  ii  here  that  wo 

A  glilnpaa  of  t! 
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(44)— p.  466. 

William  H  Stokes,  M.  D.,  in  bis  thirty-fifth  annual  report  of 
Mt.  Hope  Retreat,  says : 

^«  The  location  of  Mt.  Hope  Retreat  is  itself  exceedingly  favor- 
at>i<f  to  health.  It  is  situated  on  a  broad  extended  plateau,  near 
six  hundred  feet  above  tide,  and  its  jurpounding  grounds  afford 
rare  facilities  for  drainage.  Then  again,  in  all  the  hospital 
arrangements,  the  strictest  regard*is  paid  to  hygienic  considera- 
tions, such  as  good  ventilation,  plenty  of  light,  an  abundant 
supply  of  good  water,  and  special  attention  to  proper  tempera- 
ture throughout  the  building; — and  as  contributing,  in  no  small 
measure,  to  the  favorable  results  flowing  from  the  strict  ob- 
servance of  these  sanitary  measures,  the  thorough  cleanliness 
maintained  in  every  part,  the  comfortable  beds  conducing  to 
sound,  regular  sleep,  and  a  generous  supply  of  food,  exert  an 
influence  which  we  will  find  it  difiScult  to  estimate.  At  the  close 
of  the  last  year,  there  were  in  the  Retreat  three  hundred  and 
one  patients —  one  hundred  and  thirty-four  males,  and  one  hun- 
dred and  sixty-seven  females.  During  the  year  1877,  one  hun- 
dred and  two  have  been  admitted,  or  thirty-seven  males  and 
sixty-five  females,  making  a  total  number  of  four  hundred  and 
three  under  treatment — one  hundred  and  seventy-one  malM 
Mid  two  hundred  and  thirty-two  femalM." 
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